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Media contributions 
News and articles of local interest, original 
poems, drawings and photographs are 
invited for the Editor’s consideration. Articles 
and digital picture files (at as high quality as 
possible - at least 1.5MB for colour) can be sent 
to goringgapnews@gmail.com or submitted on 
memory stick, along with any handwritten or 
typed material, via the post box for Goring Gap 
News in Inspiration, 1 The Arcade, Goring,  
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Distribution 
We aim to deliver copies of the GGN to all 
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If your copy has not arrived after five days 
contact Victoria Brandon. (See above.) 
Extra copies can be purchased from 
Inspiration and Westholme Stores.

Postal subscriptions – UK 52, Europe £92, 
Australia & NZ £125, USA £112, World Zone 1 
£110. 

GGN is published by The Goring Gap News Ltd 
(Registered in England & Wales No 3118490) 
whose registered office is at Goring & District 
Community Centre, Station Road, Goring, 
Reading RG8 9HB. The company is wholly 
owned by the Goring Gap News Association. 
Whilst effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
information printed in the paper, the Editor and 
Publisher do not accept any responsibility for 
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   © Material published in Goring Gap News 
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The opinions published in this paper are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, Publisher or the 
GGN Association.    
          Printed by Albry Print Ltd, Wallingford

GGN refresh
At the AGM of GGN in March, I had to report that the GGN production team are 
struggling to attract and train new volunteers and that the systems we use are 
old and not helping. We have not had a systems manager for nearly two years 
and my efforts to be both editor and stand-in production manager do justice to 
neither role.

Like all print magazines, GGN cannot take continued existence for granted. 
There have been many years of ‘keeping it ticking over’. It seems that this may 
no longer be an option. GGN must move forward in order to attract the new 
generation of volunteers it needs to continue to serve the community of the Gap.

The GGN committee have agreed that over the coming months GGN should 
refresh its systems and design. If there are any local people with knowledge of 
publishing systems who would be willing to advise us, we’d be very grateful 
for help. Please get in touch now while we are starting on this process, at 
goringgapnews@gmail.com or 07979 686288				    Editor

GGN website
GGN is sorry to report that past issues of GGN may cease to be viewable on the 
website from 19 April, due to the website host company, WIX, withdrawing the 
current PDF viewer. Fixing this may take a while. 

Village Weeding Morning in Goring
On Saturday16 May, Goring Parish Council is hosting a community Village 
Weeding Morning, and everyone, young and old, is invited to take part 
– whether you can spare 20 minutes or the whole morning. It’s a great chance 
to meet neighbours, enjoy some fresh air, and make a visible difference to our 
village.

The main objective is to tackle problematic weeds on pavements and verges to 
prevent damage to surfaces and reduce trip hazards. The Council has recently 
ordered a weed ripper to help with the main thoroughfares, but there are plenty 
of areas where a community effort will make all the difference.

Where: Community Centre, Station Road
When: Starting at 9.30am, finishing around midday
We’ll provide everything you need, including bags and high-visibility jackets 

– just bring yourself (and perhaps some gloves if you have them). And as a thank 
you, we have plans for a community picnic for everyone to enjoy (we’ll update 
you via the Council’s Facebook page and website).

Many hands really do make light work – and together, we can keep Goring a 
place we’re all proud of. Please come along and join us!       Cllr Barbara Newman

Drivers wanted
Do you have a couple of hours to spare once a month? Would you be prepared to 
drive someone to a medical appointment? Drivers are required by the Transport 
Office in the Community Centre for both long and short journeys.

Expenses towards fuel are paid by our clients. For further information about 
this great opportunity please contact amatthews@bigbeech.co.uk
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MUSIC and ARTS continued
Oxfordshire Art Weeks
From 2–25 May 2026, more than a thousand artists, makers and designers will 
exhibit and demonstrate in a variety of free venues across Oxfordshire.

South Oxfordshire features in the first week, 2-10 May. To find out more and see 
a map showing local artists and venues: https://www.artweeks.org/

Although there are no exhibitors in Goring this year, there are many in nearby 
villages.

Debbie Farrell and Trisha Scott
Textile artist, Debbie Farrell and oil painter, Trisha Scott invite you to visit their 
lovely garden gallery at Chantry House, Nolday Close, Ewelme OX10 6HG. Open 
2-4 May and 7-11 May from 11am-5pm.  They say that living in the charming, 
historic Oxfordshire village of Ewelme with its ancient church, school and 
watercress beds, provides plenty of inspiration. Debbie is a trained textile designer 
who uses freemotion embroidery. She produces embroidered landscape works, 
capturing the seasons of the countryside in Oxfordshire. Each piece is built up with layers of thread and this enables the 
shades to blend together. She changes her thread like one would change their paint, but the individual colours remain 
vibrant and strong.

Trisha loves vibrant colour and the richness and buttery quality of oil paints. She will be exhibiting an eclectic mix of 
subjects in her paintings including landscapes, local scenes and mountain views particularly of her native Scotland. She is 
interested in scenes that tell a story as well as depicting the beauty of the surrounding Chilterns scenery.

Contact: Debbie Farrell (07957 663807) and Trisha Scott (07884 330453)
what3words (Chantry House) companies.never.ridge

Wallingford & District Art Club
The Club has its Spring Art Show during Art Weeks on Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 May at Centre 70 in central Wallingford. 
This free event is open 10am-4pm.

Families and visitors to Wallingford will find plenty to delight among members’ still-life, landscape, animal, flora, 
figurative and abstract artwork, all produced by the 50 club members, who range in ability from commercial artists to 
skilled amateurs.

Centre 70 is just off the Kinecroft and in easy walking distance of both Waitrose and Goldsmith Lane car parks. The 
venue is large, light and airy, giving ample scope for unpressured browsing.

On Tuesday, 19 May 7.30-9.30pm, the Club will be welcoming Jan Gaska back to Centre 70. Jan is a landscape and 
portrait painter based in the Chilterns. He will give a demonstration using oil pastels on a river scene with boats, showing 
how he uses light and reflections to create atmosphere. Free for members and non-member visitors’ entrance fee is £10. 
www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk

Summer Clumps by Mark Wood, a Wallingford art club member Debbie Farrel trees embroidery
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MUSIC and ARTS continued
Gospel Singing Workshop and Concert on Saturday 2 May
As we enter summer it’s time when we often welcome performers visiting from abroad. This spring, the joyful Immanuel 
Gospel Choir from Stockholm are touring the Thames Valley and as well as giving concerts in London and Reading, they 
will be giving a workshop and concert at St Thomas’ church in Goring. The workshop is open to all and will be held on 
Saturday 2 May, 5-6pm. No gospel singing experience or ability to read music is needed. The choir invite you to ‘Come with 
an open mind and be uplifted!’ 
Places are limited so you are advised to register via the QR code or via https://www.thomandmary.org.uk/

After the workshop the choir is performing a free concert in St Thomas’ Church from 7-8pm. No booking required for this 
concert.

Immanuel Gospel Choir
The choir formed in 1991 in Immanuel Church in Stockholm, Sweden and has around 40 active members today. It delivers 
a message which will move and entertain, with special emphasize on love and the struggle for a better world, in a style 
which is a unique and distinctive type of gospel music with a touch of ‘real American Gospel’ and spirituals.

During its 35 years Immanuel Gospel has sung at many different churches, festivals, company events as well as the 
Swedish Grammy’s, sporting events and fund raisers. It has been on tour to several countries in Europe, Israel/Palestine, 
South Africa and the USA. The choir has also performed in ‘Sommarkrysset’ (a Swedish TV summer musical event) as well 
as other TV and radio programmes. Yearly, the choir sing at the Martin Luther King ceremony that takes place in Stockholm 
in January. Through their singing, Immanuel Gospel has raised funds for the homeless in Sweden, people with HIV and 
Aids and projects in the DRC, Congo Brazzaville, South Africa and Liberia.

For more information about the choir and upcoming concerts, see Instagram: immanuelgospelofficial, Facebook: 
Immanuel Gospel and www.immanuelgospel.se or contact: Anna Carin P Stenbeck, annacarin.p.stenbeck@gmail.com 
+4676 5053128

Immanuel Gospel Choir

MEDICAL INFORMATION
In an emergency dial 999
For medical advice at all times, including surgery out-of-hours, dial 111 or use https://111.nhs.uk/ You will be told how to obtain 
any further help if needed
Local pharmacies can offer advice and treatment for some conditions. Goring Pharmacy: 01491 872124
Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or West Berkshire Community Hospital, Thatcham 01635 
273508, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476
Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice: Monday-Friday 8am-6.30pm  01491 680686 Requests for appointments are triaged to 
direct patients to the correct help and should be made using the form available at www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk  
If you are unable to use the form, the practice can be contacted on the above number to support you.
Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020
Emergency Dentist – call 111 for advice
Goring medical equipment – including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more: 01491 872736 or 01491 874333
Goring transport office – 10am-12noon Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, to arrange volunteer transport to local surgeries, 
dentists and hospitals 01491 873565.
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Blooming progress
Bring and buy plant and garden sale, 2 May

The most important item 
in the Goring on Thames in 
Bloom calendar just now is 
the plant and garden sale. 
It will take place on the 
Rectory Garden from 10am-
12noon on Saturday 2 May. 
Plants galore will be on sale, 
ranging from trees through to 
herbs. In between there will 
be vegetable seedlings, fruit 

bushes, perennials, shrubs and pot plants. Come along 
and get ready for the summer salads with some tomato, 
cucumber or pepper plants. They will be just right for 
growing on. As well as plants you may spot a bargain on 
the garden equipment stall, where such items as tools 
and tubs and pots will be available. Also returning by 
popular demand is the Farmers’ Market, with delicious 
cakes and other home-made baked goods, preserves, 
garden produce and flowers to buy.

Contributions of plants and other items to sell will be 
most welcome. Bring them along on the day, or take them 
to Rest Harrow, Cleeve Road in advance. We can collect 
heavy items by prior arrangement.

We can take cash or card payments and look forward to 
seeing you!

Hanging baskets
Last year the filled hanging baskets we sold to order were 
popular and so we are offering this service again. If you 
bought a basket last year and want it refilled, let us know. 
Or if you wish to purchase a basket and plants, then we 
can take your order. The baskets are very sturdy and have 
reservoirs to cut down on watering. They were previously 
used in the village. The filled baskets will be available 
towards the end of May, ready to go out when the danger 
of frost is past.

Basket refills: £20
Basket and plants: £35

RHS Britain in Bloom Competition
Goring on Thames in Bloom is one of seven communities 
in the UK in the Small Towns class invited to participate 
in the Britain in Bloom National Finals 2026. This is a 
great honour but also a big responsibility! The judges will 
be coming to mark our entry on Tuesday, 28 July, when 
we hope to show them Goring at its glorious best. Look 
out for further details and information on how you can 
help later in the year.

Winged Wonders
Rosie Brook would like to say thank you to people who 
left donations at Rest Harrow for her Winged Wonders 
Community Arts project, which aims to raise the 
importance of pollinators to life on our planet. She does 
not need any more donations and the collection bin has 
now been removed from Rest Harrow. If, however you 
would enjoy helping Rosie create some ‘Winged Wonders’ 
please email her on Creativelady07@aol.com The 
Winged Wonders will be contributing to our entry in the 
Britain in Bloom Competition.      All photos by Ron Bridle
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GAP Festival tickets on sale now
Last month, we announced the full programme of more than 65 events that you can look forward to this June as part of 
the Goring and Streatley GAP Festival. Tickets have been flying out the door since they went on sale at the end of March. 
If you’ve not got yours yet, don’t 
delay!

Don’t 
forget every 
pound raised 
through 
ticket sales 
is put back 
into the 
GAP Festival 

charity – bringing culture to you. 
And thanks to all our supporters 
and sponsors, many of this year’s 
events are free!

Get your tickets now at 
www.thegapfestival.org/events

Whilst we’ve previously 
written about some of the larger 
events taking place, here are 
just a few of those not to be 
overlooked:

Get creative in one of the 
intimate arts workshops taking place across the Festival, from acrylic landscapes and pastel portraits to willow weaving and 
a textile group drop-in.

Experience Queentet – an emerging 
all-female brass quintet from the Royal 
Academy of Music as they perform in St 
Mary’s Church, Streatley on Saturday 13 
June.

A rare opportunity to hear from Stephen 
Briggs, the master adapter of Sir Terry 
Pratchett’s beloved Discworld series for the 
stage on Monday 15 June.

Singing with warmth and humour, Goring 
Unplugged presents The Three Idle Women, 
who will bring fresh life to traditional folk 
songs on Tuesday 16 June.

Enjoy a captivating piano recital that 
matches a selection of Philip Glass études 
with pieces by other iconic composers on 
Thursday 18 June in St Thomas’ Church.

Join one of the family workshops taking 
place as part of Discover. Create. Perform. on 
Saturday 20 June, including dance, mime, 
poetry, percussion and singing.

Could you help at an event?
We couldn’t put on such a wide-ranging 
and spectacular Festival without the help 
of people like you, who join the team for 
a few hours to volunteer at events. It is a great way to make new friends, support our community and enjoy some of the 
programme as a volunteer helper.

No matter how small a contribution you can make, we can use your help just for a few hours. Team 
up with a friend or partner and we will ensure you are placed together. From welcoming people at the 
doors of events, checking tickets, marshalling, to helping out behind the bars or even getting behind a 
sound and light desk (training given).

There are so many different ways you can be a part of the Festival. Register your offer of help on the 
website www.thegapfestival.org/get-involved/volunteer or email help@gapfestival.org

We look forward to seeing you at The GAP Festival in June!

The Three Idle Women 














































