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EVENTS, PEOPLE, BUSINESS, ARTS AND SPORT IN GORING AND STREATLEY
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A welcome drink for a Gap hedgehog
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Warmingham & Co
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;' g been established
for over 40 years, we don'’t rest on our laurels; Leading by the front cchievfng the very bes? for.our ¢ Warmingham & Co,

out-sell and out-let all of our competitors within our area of coverage |, as recorded by Rightmove: Accordlngly vou can be ESseseNaBoiessional and thorough

approach from our highly qualified and experienced; personable staff, who both understand the eurrent marketplace, and yield extensive localkng i ®dge. Offering our

clients the most effective, cohesive and progressive marketing package taillor-made fo thelr own individual requirements: locally, naticnally and irﬂemc:ﬂsﬂo\\y 7 days
a week, we are here to make your next move both seamiess, and the right one for you.
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Sales & Valuations
T 01491 874144
E sales@warmingham.com

Call us 7 Days A Week to arrange a Free Valuation or Viewing Lettings & Valuations
Office Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday: 09:00 - 18:00 & Sunday: 10:00 - 16:00 T 01491 875011

Website Opening Hours: 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week - 365 Days A Year E lettings@warmingham.com

Y
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Media contributions

News and articles of local interest, original
poems, drawings and photographs are

invited for the Editor’s consideration. Articles
and digital picture files (at as high quality as
possible - at least 1.5MB for colour) can be sent
to goringgapnews@gmail.com or submitted on
memory stick, along with any handwritten or
typed material, via the post box for Goring Gap
News in Inspiration, 1 The Arcade, Goring,
RG8 9AY, by courtesy of the proprietors.

See website for more details.

Deadline for next issue: 6 August

Distribution

We aim to deliver copies of the GGN to all

households in Goring and Streatley.
August 2025 weekend of 23/24
September 2025 weekend of 20/21
October 2025 weekend of 18/19

If your copy has not arrived after five days

contact Victoria Brandon. (See above.)

Extra copies can be purchased from

Inspiration and Westholme Store.
Postal subscriptions — UK 52, Europe £92,
Australia & NZ £125, USA £112, World Zone 1
£110.
GGN is published by The Goring Gap News Ltd
(Registered in England & Wales No 3118490)
whose registered office is at Goring & District
Community Centre, Station Road, Goring,
Reading RG8 9HB. The company is wholly
owned by the Goring Gap News Association.
Whilst effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information printed in the paper, the Editor and
Publisher do not accept any responsibility for
the consequences of any errors that may occur.

© Material published in Goring Gap News
is copyright, but normally the Editor will
be pleased to grant permission for it to be
reproduced, if asked on each occasion.
The opinions published in this paper are not
necessarily those of the Editor, Publisher or the
GGN Association.

Printed by Albry Print Ltd, Wallingford
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Bourdillon Playground opens

The newly refurbished playground on the Bourdillon Field plans to open on 24
July at 11am. Goring-on-Thames Parish Council would love as many children as
possible to visit the playground this summer and have fun exploring this exciting
‘enchanted playland’.

Availability at The Morrell Room

The beautiful Streatley village hall — The Morrell Room — wishes to let GGN
readers know that it now has some availability on weekdays. This might be of
interest to anyone looking to run a regular group or class in the Goring Gap.

Currently we have no regular bookings on Tuesdays between 11am and
3.30pm, Thursdays between 11.30am and 7.30pm, and Fridays all day. The hall
is also sometimes available on Friday evenings and at the weekend; ideal for
children’s parties, family gatherings and other one-off events.

The Morrell Room is in Church Lane, just before the river bridges cross to
Goring and comprises a large hall with a wooden floor, toilets and fully equipped
kitchen. Flexible staging is available.The Morrell Room can also hire out
crockery, chairs and tables.

To find out more, visit the Morrell Room website: www.morrellroom.org or
contact the caretaker, Andy Taylor, on info@morrellroom.org or 01491 873855

Mobility equipment available in Goring

Are you aware that we have mobility equipment in Goring to help local people
on a short-term basis? Two of us have run this facility voluntarily for a number
of years. We hold a limited amount of equipment to assist anyone local who is
in need of help over a short time scale. Equipment includes all sorts of walking
aids, toilet frames, raised toilet seats in a frame, shower and perching stools,
wheelchairs, commodes, bed rests and more. To enquire please contact Brenda
Barker 01491 872736 or Mary Carr 01491 874333.

Whitchurch Hill Féte fund invites applications

The Whitchurch Hill Village Féte is a popular event attended by many people
from across South Oxfordshire and West Berkshire. The Féte fund currently
holds approximately £3,000 available for distribution to deserving causes within
the parishes in the surrounding area.

Funding priorities
Priority for funding will be given to projects or asset purchases that:

* Provide a direct benefit to the local community

* Do not receive direct financial support from local government sources

If you are part of a community group, organisation, or initiative with a
proposal that fits these criteria—whether it’s for equipment, resources, or a new
activity that will enhance community life—we’d love to hear from you.

How to apply
To request an application form, please write to Peter Burdon, parish councillor in
Goring Heath, at cllr.peter.burdon@goringheathparishcouncil.gov.uk

Peter will be happy to guide you through the application process and to answer
any questions about eligibility or the types of projects the fund can support.

Let’s make a difference together

The Whitchurch Hill Village Féte fund is a testament to what a community can
achieve. If you know of a good cause that could benefit from a helping hand,
don’t hesitate to get in touch or tip off someone you know in the community.

Road closure in East lisley from 29 July

Access from the Gap to the A34 south via East Ilsley will be disrupted from 29
July — 2 September. There will be road closures on the road between Compton
and East Ilsley, due to Thames Water replacing pipes. This may continue into
September. The diversion is rather long, so consider taking the alternative
Hermitage route to the A34 south.
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Combe House

RESIDENTIAL
Exceptional care, every day

CARE

Our home in Streatley-on-Thames provides 24-hour care and support
in an elegant, homely country house. Residents enjoy a relaxed
atmosphere that ensures privacy, independence, and a nurturing
environment.

4 or email
to book a visit today!

Call us today at 01

www.coombehouse.co.uk

Open for coffee, cakes, lunches
& meals to take away
Catering menu for parties and
business events
Picnic Hampers available to order
Birch Bakery Bread Wednesday to
Saturday
Fresh Flowers Thursday to Saturday
Doughnut selection every Saturday
Open Monday fo Saturday 9am - 4pm

www.goringgrocer.co.uk 1:01491 875 609
e hello@goringgrocer.co.uk

Goringhardware

So much more than a hardware -home store

Gardening * Kitchenware* Cleaning * Electrical
* Plumbing * Pet and Bird food * Bathroom
* Haberdashery *Bicycle * Laundry * Giftware * Water
Softeners *Wood Supplies * Key Cutting *Sharpening *Rug
Doctor Hire * Signs * Refills - Ecover/Faith in Nature

Open Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Sun 9.30 am to 1 pm
01491 — 872420 info@gori e.com

12 Red Cross Road RG8 9HG, next to the surgery

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

LET US PAMPER YOU

Let us look after you in our lovely, friendly
clinic located in the centre of Goring.
We offer services such as manicures,

Pedicures, Waxing, Massages, as well as a
Professional Foot Care Clinic & more!

We are a two person team with a collective

knowledge of 20+ years who are always on

hand'to help!

AVONDALE

@ www.avondalegoring.co.uk

o 0118 304 8445

Situated in the main car park area of

Goring (Wheel orchard car park) You can

find us next door to Barbara's antiques &
bric-a-brac shop.

Vz.x FINALIST
L& & & & 4

JouN KITCHER & SON

Re-upholstery and repairs undertaken
Antigue and modern furniture recovered
Loose covers supplied

Free estimates - Prompt Service
- Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers -

Tel: Graham Kitcher 38 Crescent Road,

Tilehurst,

0118 942 3701 Reading. RG31 5AH
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Where does GGN come from?

GGN arrives in letterboxes once a month throughout The Gap, a glossy magazine of 40+ pages, full of information about
the people, places and events of The Gap community — and all for free. In a time when print newspapers and magazmes
are disappearing, the people of The Gap can still have a local , ]
magazine on the table to browse with their morning coffee. Some
people keep their GGNs indefinitely, but if you are inclined to
clutter-less living, GGN is fully recyclable as the inks are all plant
based and the paper it is printed on can be deinked to be used
again.

So now you know how to get rid of your unwanted GGN,
we can consider where this monthly freebie comes from. The
words and photos come mainly from local people - taking the
time to write in with their news and experiences, letters and
achievements. The five GGN editors encourage contributions and
prepare articles for publication throughout the month. After the
copy date the virtual pile of articles and photos are put together
by the production team to create the GGN master. Alongside the
articles, the team create the advertisement pages and the events
and diary pages. Everything is proof-read and adjusted before
it can go to the printer. Up to this point GGN has needed ten

volunteers (and we need more, so come and talk to us if you’d like - .
to be part of this). 2,500 Goring Gap News Photo: Victoria Brandon

The printer is not a volunteer — GGN has to pay for printing. This
involves money and for this we are indebted to our advertisers. Please tell an advertiser if you use them after finding them
in GGN, it helps to encourage adverts and keep GGN solvent. This vital funding stream is run by our volunteer advertising
and invoicing managers. We also get some income from sales (yes, some people want to pay for GGN) at Inspiration and
Westholme Stores and by subscription, organised by another volunteer. GGN is a company with directors overseeing it,
so we have a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, all volunteers. We have an IT system designed and maintained by a
megastar volunteer who is looking for help. So now we are up to 17 volunteers, but we have barely started.

The really mysterious bit is how the 2256 copies that come back from the printer make it to all The Gap letterboxes
without costing any more (apart from during COVID-19 when GGN was posted out, in a commendable spirit of defiance
but involving some expense). The secret is a tier system which trickles down in a waterfall of goodwill, cooperation and
GGNs. It works because people are willing to volunteer to help to bring GGN to their neighbours.

The person at the source of the waterfall is GGN’s distribution manager, Victoria Brandon. She is relatively new to the
job and The Gap and is bravely trying to map the routes of the streams to every letter box, including the names of all the
volunteers that walk/drive them. (Yes, drive, because Streatley wanders off into the great outdoors of the countryside,
but GGN gets there, even if left in a plastic bag at the end of a lane.) Victoria has discovered cooperative agreements to
cover holidays or illness, involving closet volunteers that GGN has never known or thanked. Alongside mapping the GGN
waterfall, Victoria is checking that the correct number of copies get to each deliverer, so as to maximise convenience and
minimise waste.

So far, she has found 51 volunteers currently involved in delivering GGN (excluding their partners who are often carrying
the stacks of magazines prior to being pushed through letter boxes), giving the total number of current GGN volunteers to
be approximately 68.

If you would like to be part of the amazing band of delivery volunteers, please email Victoria at
ggndistribution@gmail.com and tell her how you could help — occasional help is welcome as well as monthly.

Volunteer now and be prepared for the inevitable question: ‘What did you do at GGN?’ Editor

Goring C:Eap News é* PEST 4

Advertise here! WIZARRS

Place an advertisement with the 9\ e T
Goring Gap News. " WASPS & ALL INSECTS
Delivered to all houses RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
in Goring and Streatley FREMFT SERITGE
Contact ggnadverts@gmail.com for details MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816

(01491) 833282 * info@pestwizards.co.uk
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CLEEVE LWDGE

Residential Care Home
For The Elderly

= Specialising in 24 hour Dementia
and Old age Care

m Respite Care

= Long-term Residential Care

» Daycare

m Victorian country house set in beautiful
grounds, located on'a private road
in Goring On Thames

= Gold standards framework commendation
for end-of-life care

= Enriching and Empowering the lives of the
local community for over 40 years

GREENLANDS FARM, MOULSFORD
RURAL BUSINESS CENTRE

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL & STORAGE UNITS
VARYING SIZES TO SUIT

3ph SUPPLY, BROADBAND

| OFFICES—3 x 600sq ft, can be put together |

ALLWITH 24 HOUR ACCESS & COMPETETIVE RATES
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PHONE JOHN,BEACROFT, 07730046514

CHAUCERS

Picture Framing
& Fine Art Restoration

Specialists in Traditional & Modern Picture Framing
Conservation materials & speciality UV glass
Restoration & cleaning / Free quotes & guidance

01491 652984 / 07887 775 570

email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
website: www.chaucersframing.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation
B Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

Call-Wallingford 01491 833282

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

If you're no longer using your TV aerial,
why not have it removed to improve the
look of your home and before it falls down
and damages your property!

Fully trained in working at heights and fully insured.
Call Oxford Aerials today!

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call- Wallingford 01491833282

Lee Webb Plumbing

Heating & Plumbing Services
Oil, Gas & LPG boilers — Installation,
Repairs & Servicing
Gas Safe & OFTEC registered
Worcester Accredited Installer
Mob: 07712 592307

LL: 01491 834984/01635 202097

G.A. Giles

established 1987

Building - Roofing « Maintenance

07771 695745
grahamegiles49@gmail.com
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MUSIC and ARTS Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.coml

Unplugged newcomers in a full house

The month of June ended with another full house for the popular concert series
Goring Unplugged in Goring Village Hall. Compére Joe Fairbrother began by
asking the crowd ‘Who is here for the first time?’ and a number of people raised
their hands, showing that GU continues to attract new audiences after 22 years of
performances!

The night’s event began with a lively performance by the group Out on Licence,
followed by the antics of popular local trio Harlequin, who, wearing bright
summer shirts, celebrated the season with a self-penned humorous ditty called
Goring Calypso.

Phil and Nell are a duo making their first appearance at Goring Unplugged, but
will no doubt return, as the audience really appreciated their music and style. For
some reason there are few female harmonica players, and it was a pleasure to hear
Nell’s beautiful phrasing on this ancient instrument.

3

Dreamsellers filled
the stage with a large
ensemble of musicians
and singers, and in
contrast were followed
| by the popular duo Vagabond, with Fay Freemantle and Kevin
@ Bull. This duo showed how to perform at an acoustic concert.
You could hear every word of their pure singing and they had
attractive accompaniments on a variety of instruments.

. : o Three members of Band of Hope played some songs they are
Vagabond - Fay and Kevin — :
currently recording for a new album and the evening closed with a
remarkable performance by Andy Baum and Andy Taylor who played
an incredible instrumental arrangement of The Beatles’ songs on
mandolin and violin. They included a prize for the audience member
who could name the Beatles’ albums that included these songs!

The low admission price of only £5 and inviting the audience
to bring their own food and drinks makes Goring Unplugged an
inexpensive evening out. The volunteers who set up the stage and
tables make it a friendly community event.

After the summer break, the next concert will be on Friday 26
September, as we launch the 23" season of Goring Unplugged.

Rebecca Jennings

Harlequin

Andy Baum and Andy Taylor

Goring Jazz — Ewen Baird and Kevin Armstrong

‘Blues in Jazz’ was the headline under which saxophonist Ewen Baird and guitarist Kevin Armstrong joined the house trio
on Friday 13 June. The two guests had last played together in Goring two years ago.

For anyone who still does not know, the blues is a specific 12-bar sequence based on just three chords. Its origins lie in
the call-and-response chanting of the slaves working in the cotton-fields of the American south. Although this lies at the
heart of jazz, that music has, from its earliest days, always drawn on many other sources: marching bands, hymns, stage
musical. So, devoting a whole evening to the 12-bar blues alone would be a bit of a stretch.

Happily, variety was added by, among other things, two ballads from Steve Foster, jazz photographer and part-time
vocalist, who pretended to be just a member of the audience as he hesitantly picked up the microphone. He gave us a
delightful Sinatra-esque Angel Eyes, and evoked Johnny Mathis in When Sunny Gets Blue.

The rest of the programme was largely drawn from the funky post-bop repertoire; though with some exceptions: Dave
Brubeck’s It’s a Raggy Waltz comprised two 12-bar sections and an 8-bar bridge. Sandu, by trumpeter Clifford Brown, was
a jaunty and easy-swinging number from the 1950s. The mambo-ish Green Tea was not a 12-bar, but Ewen Baird’s alto sax
solo was certainly blues-inflected.

Footprints was a playful little theme in a fast % time, which gave all the musicians a chance to shine — including a riffing
duet between bass and drums.

Both Armstrong on guitar and Baird on tenor sax were particularly inventive on this number, which also featured Nick
Hill’s locked-hands piano solo.

An enjoyable evening, yes, but for me the self-imposed restriction was not such a great idea. Gus McGill
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JJP Roofers

RGA ond all other oreas
Local to Goring & Strentley

Replocement roofs, repairs,

brickwark, pointing, & flot roofs
Free estimates. Fully insured

jiproofers@gmail.com
01481 871521

07740 280055

07900 333635

At Cranford, we are proud to
offer a vibrant, exciting and
motivating education to boys
and girls aged 3-18. Come and
join us at one of our upcoming
open events to see our school in

action for yourself. Book your
place online. Welcome!

SCHOOL

A CRANFORD
G

#CAVERSHAM Join our newsletter at cavershampictureframer.co.uk

PICTURE
FRAMER

to find out about all our events

0118 9481610
5a Church Rd, Caversham, RG4 7AA
framing@cavershampictureframer.co.uk

STUART GILES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

TEL : 01491 873613 MOBILE : 07919 102412

3 ELVENDON RD, GORING ON THAMES,
Nr READING, BERKS, RG8 OEA

THE CATHERINE WHEEL

Satgrd?y August 2nd e 1 l.ll’
2 ‘ / [zeﬁlmmer Vibes

/ Featuring the awesome

[Bex8SETUIL

FIEATRER JAYNE & 1HE RED SHOES & TOM HALL
v i\ info@tcwgoring.co.uk

| www.tcwgoring.co.uk y f

' orcall 01491 872379 (sl

Manor Café at Howbery MANOR CAFE

ol

Open: 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri

@ Hot & cold drinks, homemade cakes: i day
Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am

Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11.00am - 2.00pm
Other hot and cold lunch options: 11.30am - 1.30pm

N

Order at table or online | Takeway service
Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

www.howberypark.com
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MUSIC and ARTS continued I
Goring and Streatley Concert Band seeksnew MD

Could you lead our local Concert Band?

Goring and Streatley Concert Band — well loved
by residents of both villages and the surrounding
area, is seeking a new Music Director to start with
the band in late September/early October.

As readers will know, we are a friendly
community band of around 35 woodwind, brass
and percussion players with a wide range of ages
and abilities. We play a varied repertoire of music
including tunes from musicals, marches, light (and
sometimes less light) classical music, rock anthems
and other great tunes.

The band rehearses in Goring on Monday evenings, and performs six or seven times a year, mainly during the summer
months, at local fétes, regattas and parks. We also hold two more formal concerts a year, one at Christmas, and another in
the spring.

If this sounds of interest, for more information why not get in touch via the ‘Contact us’ link on the band website
www.goringandstreatleyband.co.uk You will receive more information about the band, the role and responsibilities of the
MD, the selection criteria and the application process.

Goring author has teen adventure novel published

The first of a trilogy of exciting adventure stories for teenagers, written by Goring author
Edward Christie, has recently been published. This is a thrilling, action-packed, modern day
chase escapade, called Stick or Twist — Book 1: The Niko Grant Adventures, available now from i Bookih ‘
bookshops. e

Edward Christie has lived beside the River Thames for decades and in Goring for many of : :
those years. This majestic waterway has inspired him to make it the setting for these adventure
stories, to capture the interest and imagination of young teenagers and to get them reading
rather than screen watching. This first novel, just published by Austin Macauley, was much
inspired by a canoeing trip he made down the Thames when he was just 10 years old along
with his father, Martin, and family friends and he unknowingly passed through Goring. Little
did he know that both he and his father would both make their homes in our village in the
years to come. Their journey from Oxford to Henley was far less adventurous, arduous and
dangerous than one undertaken by his teenage heroes, Niko and Jacinta, but it left a lasting
memory and it is the catalyst for this story.

Full of twists and turns, Stick or Twist starts just outside Goring and takes in many of the extraordinary locations along
our magnificent River Thames from Oxfordshire all the way up to London.

After spending most of his career in the world of book publishing, in a moment of inspiration (or madness) Edward
undertook a dramatic career change and retrained to become a GCSE English teacher at Reading College. The writing
of Stick or Twist was stimulated by the original thinking, chat and imaginations of the many young people he met while
teaching.

Edward saw a need for a greater choice of absorbing adventure stories for teenagers and feels that Stick or Twist is just
the sort of book to engage young minds. It is primarily aimed at 12-14-year-old boys and girls but he has also very much
enjoyed giving sample readings at Goring Primary School to Year 6 pupils. there is more about this book on Instagram
@nikograndadventures

Seascape in oils demonstration
Join the friendly Wallingford and District Art club on Tuesday 19 August at
7.30pm for a live demonstration as professional artist, Melanie Cambridge, paints
a beautiful seascape in oils. Inspired by scenery near her North Downs home,
Melanie will show us vibrant techniques to capture both light and texture to bring
a seascape to life. The demoonstration will be held at Centre 70 (off Goldsmiths
Lane in Wallingford) from 7.30pm-9.30pm and is free for club members or £5
for visitors. If you would like further information about this event or other club
activities, please visit the club website at www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk or email
admin@wallingfordartclub.org.uk

Nicola Webb

Melanie Cambridge Seascape
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RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

For more info call or email lyndhurst@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

T T.D.LANCASTER
ﬂ CHIMNEY SWEEP

Domestic, agency and commercial
chimney sweeping in & around Goring

Solid fuel, oil, gas, biomass flues

01491 877 319

tdichimneysweep.co.uk

e Great Parking

* Vast Range

* Loyalty Scheme
* Local Deliveries

Blake's Pet Foods, The Lodge, Old Reading Road,

Wallingford, OX10 8BW
Blakes

Tel: 01491 834911 .
OPEN 9am-5pm Mon to Sat
PET FOODS & ACCESSORIES

www.blakespets.co.uk

10

| __ and Picture Framing

Bespoke Picture Framing, Local Art, unusual jewellery,

Ceramics & Wood Turning in the heart of Goring on
Thames

Tel: 01491 902122

2 The Arcade, High Street, RG8 9AY
dee@reedsartandframing.co.uk
www.reedsartandframing.co.uk

[.K

i AT ES

Group and private Pilates classes.

Beginner, mixed ability and Pilates for the Older

Person, in Goring and Woodcote, email
lindseykentpilates@gmail.com or go to

www. lk-pilates.net

The Lobster Bar %@

AT THE SWAN AT STREATLEY

BAR DAY BOAT COLD SUMMER
& BBQ SPECIALS DRINKS FUN
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MUSIC and ARTS continued 1
The GSYMT Brass Roots Ensemble - launching September 2025

The Goring and Streatley Young Musicians Trust (GSYMT) is delighted to
announce the launch the first of its new ensembles — the Brass Roots Ensemble,
starting this September and with optional private lessons available too. Whether
you’ve recently just started playing or returning after a break, the Brass Roots
Ensemble offers an excellent opportunity for players of all ages to develop
ensemble playing and confidence through participation in a welcoming and
supportive community setting. It also offers an ideal stepping stone for those who
might not be quite ready to join the Goring and Streatley Starter Band or one of
the many brass bands in the area.

The Brass Roots Ensemble will be led by a brass specialist from the Oxfordshire County Music Service and the sessions
will be held weekly during the school term at Goring Village Hall on Wednesdays at 4.30pm. You'll explore new repertoire
tailored to match your level, while building confidence and enjoying the shared experience of ensemble playing — all under
the expert guidance of a specialist brass tutor. We will also invite experienced local players to sit-in, so you will always have
good support by having more proficient players in the room. Parents and family members are also welcome to sit in, or
dust down their own instruments or even to learn alongside their children!

Pl

Optional one-to-one or small group lessons will also be available (subject to
demand) before and/or after ensemble rehearsals, offering even more chances to
build your experience and to improve.

Ensemble fees (introductory offer if booked and paid for by 1 September)

* £10 per child for the term
e ° £20 per adult for the term
Lessons (introductory offer if booked and paid for by 1 September)
m m qsceu'"qul  £25 for a block of five sessions for children
ase * £50 for a block of five lessons for adults

(Whilst the ensemble will be very much a community ensemble of all ages, lessons will be taught either 1:1 or in small
groups of either children or adults. Groups size will be subject to demand and availability.)

We’d also love to hear from string and woodwind players. Planning is underway for future ensembles for these groups
too starting in early 2026 — so if that’s more you, then please do use the same form to indicate your interest and we will
keep you informed

Register your interest via the form on our website here: www.goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk or you can email us
info@goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk if you have any queries.

Thank you for your interest and we hope to see many of you playing soon.

Goring and Streatley Young Musicians Trust

It's cool to be into books

It has been — quite — hot (just in case you hadn’t noticed). And whatever
the weather, it’s always cool to sit down with a book.

Friends of Goring Library supports reading for all ages. At the end of
June, we enjoyed a brilliant evening with best-selling author Gill Hornby.
The Morrell Room was full even though it was a baking hot day. Gill
talked to us about her inspiration for her books, which centre on her
personal heroine, Cassandra, Jane Austen’s sister. Gill’s intense research
(including many hours spent deciphering diaries in Maidstone Library)
have given her great insight into the lives of women in the Georgian
period and have borne fruit in three great books, one of which (Miss
Austen) has already been made into a TV serial, starring Keeley Hawes.
The latest book (The Elopement) is a Sunday Times bestseller. All Gill’s _
books are available to borrow from the library. Do pop in to borrow one Kate wzth the Readmg Challenge photo opportumty
— or to browse the shelves — new books arrive every month so there is Photo: Sara Boorman
always something there that you haven’t seen before.

And if you’re a younger reader — see if you can join Kate in reading up to six books in the Summer Reading Challenge
from 5 July to 6 September. Come and find out about the characters in the ‘Story Garden’ join in the activities (all free but
some have to be booked — see our website www.fogl-oxon.co.uk - and collect stickers along the way. If you complete the
challenge, you get a medal and a certificate and can enter a prize draw to win a goodie bag. You might even want a framed
picture of yourself: Kate did! What’s not to like?

So be cool in the summer heat and read a book! Sara Boorman
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Awarded Lifetime
Membership of the

Association of
Reflexologists.

Full Accreditation

to the National
Hypnotherapy Society
and ITEC

Qualified since 1991

Based in the centre of
Goring-on-Thames
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www.mapletreeservices:.com A Y
Tel: 01491 872162 or 07768 926042

HOMEBASE

PROPERTY

* WHATEVER YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS *

LETTINGS & s Alls

MANAGEMENT

01491 824470 | info@hb-pm.co.uk
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Let's make financial advice personal

You probably know where you want your inheritance to go when you die. But
making sure your legacy gets to the right people at the right time can be hard
work. There's a lot to think about, from clearly documenting your intentions to
making the most of gifting allowances and pinpointing legitimate ways to
mitigate Inheritance Tax.

We offer a friendly, local service, backed by the strength and security of FTSE 100
company St. James's Place Wealth Management. Let us guide you through the

estate planning maze and make sure your inheritance plans come good.

Let's start a conversation

Partner Practice

3 High St, Goring

07958 946506 S! -
NigelHelen  Nigelhelen@sjpp.co.uk ]ames S
Partner https://hendredfinancialpartners.co.uk/ Place

S Approved 26/02/2025

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
Let her visit you in your own home to help
relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

P Full PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HCPC registered

Registered NHS Audiologist
Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited.
Registered in England No.07810066

LUCINDA
BEELLIS
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BUSINESS Dan Gordon-Potts (acting) ggnbus@gmail.com I
Westholme Stores (Jack’s) -- —

A warm hello from the new owners

It’s hard to believe it’s already been three incredible months
since Thushy and I took over Jack’s Westholme Stores, and
what a fantastic journey it has been so far. We are immensely
grateful for the warm welcome and positive engagement we’ve
received from all of you. Your friendliness and support have
been truly heartening, and we are thrilled to be part of the
Goring community.

Who we are

For those we haven’t yet had the pleasure of meeting, we’re
former Co-op store managers from London with a deep
passion for local retail and community connection. While we
still commute from London to be close to our family, we are
committed to ensuring that Jack’s store continues to meet and
exceed customer needs, thanks to our fantastic team.

Honouring the legacy

We know how much Jack and Varsha meant to this community and they’re never far away. While they’ve passed the torch,
they're still around and continue to offer their support. We’re honoured to carry on their legacy and we’re committed to
maintaining the same spirit of service and care that you've come to know and love.

What’s new at Jack’s?
New store hours — you asked, we listened. We’ve extended our opening hours to serve your needs better:

Monday to Saturday: 6am-9pm, Sunday: 6am-8pm. More hours mean more convenience for your busy lifestyle. We're
continually working to make Jack’s Westholme Stores your go-to local hub for all your daily needs. Here’s what we now
offer:

* A wide range of essentials — groceries, fresh vegetables, ready meals

* Local beers — a curated selection from nearby breweries

* Parcel services — Royal Mail, Amazon, In Post and DPD

* Calor gas, laundry cleaning and newspaper delivery — convenience at your doorstep

* Jack’s specials and Londis offers — great value, every day.

Supporting our community

We are committed to supporting local charities in the Goring area. If you are involved with a local charity or know of one
that could benefit from our support, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us. We would love to hear about how we can
collaborate to make a positive impact in our community.

Check out the attached photo of Thushy and me. Although we haven’t yet had the chance to take a group photo with our
fantastic team due to time constraints, rest assured, they are just as committed and enthusiastic behind the scenes! Thank
you once again for your continued support and for being such a wonderful community. We look forward to seeing you in
the store soon. Daran and Thushy

New ice cream company comes to Goring

Two local guys have set up an ice cream company. Hartslock
Traditional Ice Cream is run by Derek Anderson, of Hartslock
Close and Brett Page, of Cleeve Road, Goring. Derek, the
former landlord of The Bull at Streatley, and Brett, who works
in commercial strategy, both came up with the idea of setting
up an ice cream company while at the gym together. Being,
in Brett’s words,‘typical men’, they procrastinated for a year
before deciding to launch their joint enterprise in June this :
year. Their first sale was at Goring Primary School Féte and | NSO
they have since sold their ice cream outside the Social Club, the ; S Bl eavrriona
Catherine Wheel and Goring Village Hall. : : i
They decided on the name Hartslock because they wanted
their business to reflect the local area and they didn’t think
‘Cleeve’ was quite as inspiring! Brett says they went round and
round in circles with the name but their goal was clear: to have
a regular spot in the village (ideally in the centre) where they
could sell ice creams from their handcart on hot sunny days.

PR

erek and Brett
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I‘T'b mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett.co.uk
The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 SDD

T.JOSLYN
TREE SURGERY

Qualified including NPTC {(National proficiency tests council)

Fully insured for all tree wark

FENCING CONTRACTOR, LANDSCAPING
TREE HOUSES

Designed to your requirements

Logs always available  free estimates

07545 644383 01491 873901

Joslyn.terry@yahoo.com

THE GRANGE

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME:

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1985
01491 872 853

For more info call or email thegrange@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning for your
home

Exipert

Carpet Cleaning Services
We have been cleaning carpets and
soft furnishings in your area for over 25 years.

Call today for your no obligation quote

01491 818606

Carpet, Upholstery, Rug and Curtain cleaning
www.ExpertCarpetCleaningServices.co.uk

Moving to italy? Thinking of learning Italian?

Scrivano Education can help!
Get in touch for

One-to-one lessons in Italian Language,
Literature and Culture

Bespoke Cultural Consultancy and
Relocation Support

contact@scrivanoeducation.com
www.ScrivanoEducation.com
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@) eacon Flooring

W A Fam:ly Run Business

Carpet
Wood sai
_Karndean

16 High Street, Goring 01491 454095
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

July 2025



BUSINESS continued 1

They are also eager to do private events such as weddings and parties as well as corporate and larger public events too.
Brett says: ‘If we could wheel our way in this area that would be great!’

The reception to their ice creams certainly hasn’t been icy. He says: ‘One family saw us on social media and eight or nine
of them came down. I feel bad for the dad who paid for them all, but it was nice!

You can find Hartslock Traditional Ice Cream outside Goring Village Hall on most sunny days. To book them for events
email DEIClimited @gmail.com Dan Gordon-Potts

A fresh new look and visitors are welcome
Following an elegant renovation, the Heritage Lounge Bar
at Goring & Streatley Golf Club is back and better than ever,
offering the perfect blend of comfort and charm. The recently
installed furnishings and new decor have transformed our
lounge into a refined and comfortable setting for both members
and visitors. Featuring luxurious seating, contemporary tables
and a thoughtfully designed layout, the updated space offers
an inviting atmosphere for conversation and relaxation.

Our kitchen serves a delicious daytime menu 8am-4pm
daily, featuring a hearty breakfast, a light lunch or a leisurely
afternoon bite. The bar remains open until sunset. Join us
every Wednesday evening 4-9pm for our freshly prepared
midweek specials, from handcrafted pizzas to gourmet burgers.
Throughout the year there are lunch specials, showcasing
seasonal flavours and fresh ingredients. No booking required.

The Hut

At the top of Streatley Hill, the Hut is open daily, serving coffee, cakes, ice creams, our famous homemade sausage rolls
and paninis. Perfect for walkers and passers-by looking for a pick-me-up with a view.

The Woodlands Restaurant
Sunday lunch is available at The Woodlands Restaurant on the upper floor of the clubhouse, overlooking the golf course.
Two courses are only £27, £14 for children. Our beautifully styled restaurant offers a welcoming space for both intimate
gatherings and larger celebrations and can be booked for social events.

The suite offers ample natural light and space to accommodate both large and small groups, and its flexible layout can be
configured in various ways to suit the style of your function and the number of guests attending. There is a dedicated bar.

We can provide food to suit all tastes, from buffets and canapes to a sumptuous sit-down meal, all prepared by our expert
chefs. Whilst all of our food is locally sourced and home-cooked, our menus are designed to cater for all tastes and are very
reasonably priced.

All are welcome, whether you're a familiar face or discovering us for the first time. Come and enjoy the relaxed
atmosphere and stunning new interior—ideal for everything from a casual drink to special celebrations.

The doors are open. The drinks are flowing. The vibe is unmistakably welcoming. See you soon. Fiona Tessendorf

Functions and Events Manager

Artisan market organiser: ‘A lot gets lost in the meta, in the algorithm’

The organiser of the Artisan Market in Goring Village Hall has spoken to the GGN about the importance of supporting
small local businesses and tradespeople. Andrea Clare, who lives in Theale and recently retired from Thames Valley Police,
says that she set up the market after getting into jewellery-making, doing a silversmith course and realising that there
weren’t many places where she could sell her work. She says that many of the traders who deal with her also sell online
with websites like Etsy, but that it is difficult to spread the word about their businesses: A lot gets lost in the meta, in the
algorithm’.

She explains that her artisan markets, which run in Goring and Cholsey, provide a space for a wide array of local produce
to be sold. From fresh bread, Viking mead and chocolate, to artwork, natural cleaning products and locally made ceramics,
she says: ‘You name it, and they probably sell it. Business owners of all kinds, from full-time traders to part-time and
retired craftspeople, have the opportunity to get to know each other, share advice and meet their customers face-to-face.’

Andrea adds: ‘The products are unique, all handmade. We're going down a route where everything is machine-made, but
these are unique things that people can’t get from a supermarket. They are individual, people have developed these, there’s
someone else’s personality and history, as well as the product.” She tells me that the first two sales have been a success,
with over 450 people coming through the doors, and she looks forward to holding more until December. She is also open
to welcoming more stallholders to join her. If you're interested, email her at andreaclare07 @gmail.com

The next sale will take place on 13-14 September, Saturday 9am-2pm and Sunday 10am-3pm. Three more will take place
on 5 October, 15 November, and 20 December.

Goring & Streatley Golf Club Lounge Bar

Dan Gordon-Potts
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Welcome home.

If you're thinking of moving, speak to your local,
friendly, trusted property experts.

davistate.com 01491873 456 goring@davistate.com

Z davis tate

==

) Premien |

" HEATING S5O0LUTIONS

Not all plumbers
are created equal.

Same-day, fixed price, local heating &
plumbing services you can count on!

E Boiler Installation, Heat Pump Design, i+ | Central Heating & Cﬁq General Plumbing

Service & Repair Installation & Service Radiators & Works

M 01491521561 premierheatingsolutions.co.uk Q &

‘Excellent friendly
service, very
professional and
reasonably priced. I'd
highly recommend.’
Tori Yates, Google Review

e
,1k
: Tt
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BUSINESS continued 1
Branching out to ‘green up’ Goring High Stree

After nearly 30 years designing and creating award-winning =
gardens, The Garden Design Company has opened The Garden
Design Studio on Goring High Street to offer a fabulous space
for the public and garden designers to seek inspiration and
discuss their garden projects.

Crucially, the Studio provides a chance to touch, feel and
compare a range of stunning materials. Materials range from
natural stone to composite decking and are nestled alongside
gorgeous garden furniture, including some recently featured at
RHS Chelsea Flower Show.

Portfolios and magazine articles that chronicle the award-
winning creations of The Garden Design Company are also
available to browse and inspire, with our in-house design team
readily available to offer face-to-face advice.

Meanwhile, the front of house has been transformed into
a stunning and unique retail shop with a fabulous range of
English grown house plants, locally-sourced cut flowers from
Green & Gorgeous, living picture frames, bonsais, garden gifts,
accessories including ceramics and glassware, plus quality tools
including Niwaki.

The emphasis is on UK-produced goods from small producers,
to ensure that the shop’s offering is truly unique, eye-catching
and sustainable (with plastic being kept to a minimum).

Founder and Director, Rob Jones comments: ‘The new Studio
provides us with a unique High Street presence and a fabulous
new home for our in-house design team and back-office staff.
The stunning range of materials and advice on offer will inspire
garden owners and fellow designers alike, transforming garden
problems into garden solutions. Rob and Sophie outside The Garden Design Studio

‘Meanwhile, the retail shop has already turned many heads
with a mouthwatering range of house plants, garden accessories and gorgeous gifts. And whilst many High Streets are
facing challenging times, the new Studio will build on the fabulous range of independent shops, cafés and restaurants that
Goring is already blessed with.’ The Garden Design Company

www.gardendesignco.co.uk

AA Rosettes for the Beetle & Wedge

The Beetle & Wedge at Moulsford has recently been honoured with AA Rosettes for its culinary excellence and exceptional
accommodations. This prestigious recognition, announced in April 2025, highlights the restaurant’s commitment to
delivering outstanding food and a remarkable stay.

The AA Rosette scheme, established in 1956, is one of the most respected accolades in the UK hospitality industry.
It celebrates successful cooking and accommodations at different levels, with inspectors assessing restaurants and
hotels based on their food quality, service and overall experience. Achieving AA Rosettes is a significant milestone.
Congratulations!

MEDICAL INFORMATION
* Doctor—to contact a doctor between 8am and 6.30pm ring 01491 872372. When the surgery is not open, at night and at
weekends (i.e. 6.30pm-8am Monday to Friday and throughout the weekend and Bank Holidays) 111.
This number is also available on the surgery answerphone. You may be asked to attend Abingdon Hospital, or Townlands
Hospital in Henley. For the most up-to-date information see www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk
* Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020
* Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476
* NHS Direct is available for medical advice 24 hours a day, on 111. Your local pharmacy can also offer you a range of services,
including advice and medicines to relieve symptoms of minor ailments.
* Emergency Dentist — Weekdays 6.30pm-10pm, Weekends and Bank Holidays 9am-9pm. 0845 345 8995
* Goring medical equipment — Equipment including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more. 01491 872736 or 874333
anytime.
* Transport Office — Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (10am - 12noon) to arrange transport to local surgeries, dentists and
hospitals. 01491 873565.
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Landscapes

Neil Aldridge )

EST. 1990
Specialist in:

Fencing, patios, decking, turfing,
hedgecutting, and all aspects of landscaping

FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED

CONTACT NEIL ON
01491 684212

email: neil @ neilaldridge.com
www.neilaldridge.com

Butler:Proctor Ltd.
Building Contractors

New builds, extensions and alterations
Project management and all associated trades

The Old Forge Yard * Main Street *» Checkendon ¢ Oxon

01491 682755

chrysaliscare

enhancing lives

Care in your own home

Quality care by local, experienced, compassionate carers

WE OFFER

BENEFITS

* Assistance with bathing,
dressing, cooking and
Medication etc

* One-to-one personalised Care
« Consistency of Carer

« Stay in your own Home

+ Peace of mind

+ Day and night care

* Respite care/**Holiday accommodation
* Emergency care

+ Home from hospital rehabilitation

+ Competitive and fair rates

+ *All inclusive social events for our clients
and family members

We are a family run, independent, experienced, Care Provider. We support
Independent Living for the Elderly and adults with disabilities at home.

We provide quality, person-centered, individual Care.

Inspected and rated

www.chrysaliscareathome.org

CareQuality
Commission

*For daily long-term clients. ** Subject to availability

k O three pillars

PILATES, WELLNESS &
COMMUNITY

LIVE CLASSES VIA ZOOM

Fridavs 9am ST
Weekly recording i
Scan QR code to |)()()R

- Free taster class via email -
vanessa@threepillarsofhealth.co.uk

Vanessa Mansergh m.07906 186912
APPI Clinical Pnlates & Cancer Rehab Instructor

threepillarsofhealth.co.uk

Gavin Sweeten
‘ ExquisiTE BATHROOMS

A bespoke service, specialising in all aspects of
bathroom installation, giving you the reassurance
of attention to every detail and a superb quality finish.
An exquisite bathroom.

S \

07905 531879

gavin@imakebathrooms.co.uk

[

MARYS

Interior Design | Soft Furnishings | Gifts

- Extensive Fabric Library - Paints
- Wallpapers - Lighting

- Full Design Service - Upholstery

1 High Street, Goring-on-Thames
Oxon RG& 9AT

01491 872677
hello@marysinteriors.co.uk

».

www.marysinteriors.co.uk

—_
(0]

PROUDLY INDEPENDENT

Larkmead &«

VETs T &

i" ® 01401 651379

& www.larkmead.co.uk

® 07360277998

CARING FOR PETS Dideot
& FARM ANIMALS e

ACROSS SOUTH /
OXFORDSHIRE

& BEYOND

Great Western Park
Cholsey*

Benson

Sutton Courtenay
Wantage (coming soon)

L G

*with hospital facilities
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

who accepts no responsibility for views expressed

The Editor welcomes your letters — normally no more than 350 words please — but reserves the right to edit them

Cycling route to Wallingford needed

Dear Editor—I was very disappointed to read Ivor
Coleman’s response in June GGN to Steve Rock’s article
about local cycling on Pages 22-23 of May GGN.

There simply isn’t enough road space in Goring any
longer so we must shift people out of their cars and on to
other forms of transport. The High Streets in both Goring
and Streatley are regularly jammed by cars and lorries.

The next generation must be allowed to travel in safety
and cycling is easily the most convenient way to do that.
Without a shift in attitudes this will not be achieved and
our young people will not take up cycling as children and
therefore risk becoming inactive in adult life, relying on
the car and never considering alternatives.

Goring Parish Council now boasts no less than six
members who travel around the village by bike. In order
to make cycling safer for other (less confident) people to
switch, car free routes are essential.

The route to Wallingford is desperately needed. Mr
Coleman dismisses safety concerns; would you be happy
allowing your children to cycle along Wallingford Road
and be passed by drivers at 50mph, sometimes closely?

I hope this letter highlights why we need a shift in
transport and a shift in attitudes. Do we want more cars
on our roads or do we want a healthy population using
the least environmentally damaging form of transport!

Cllr Robin Williamson

Youngsters not able to cycle

Dear Editor—I am surprised at Ivor Coleman’s response in
the June Goring Gap News to the article about cycling in
Goring from May.

Youngsters are not able to cycle as much as they should
due to the rampant need to drive everywhere and the
resulting busy roads, so many are driven by parents much
too often. Anyone who has been near Sheepcot can vouch
for that, as can anyone who has cycled the beautiful
country lanes, where close passes are sadly too common.

Would he let his 12-year-old cycle along the B4009
alone?

40 or 30 years ago there were many fewer cars. Times
are changing, we cannot all continue to each have a car.
Improving cycling around our lovely village will enhance
the environment and give room to those who need to
walk or have no option but to drive. Barbara Karayi

Frequent cyclist

Better provision for cyclists needed
Dear Editor—I would like to answer some of the points
raised by Ivor Coleman in the June edition of the GGN.

He asserts that improving access for cyclists is relevant
in busy urban areas but not here. I would argue Goring
is increasingly taking on urban characteristics with high
traffic volumes much of the time.

I agree that there are many quiet roads and bridleways
that are great for cycling but you frequently have to brave
dangerous and busy roads with fast moving traffic to get
to them.
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The route to Wallingford is only viable in dry spells
and only then for someone confident cycling along rough
tracks. In wet conditions it is pretty much impassable to
all but dedicated off-road riders who don’t mind getting
covered in mud. The short section of B4009 joining South
Stoke and Little Stoke is usually OK but the danger of
being close passed or worse by a fast-moving vehicle is
ever present and is illustrated by a near fatal collision
between a cyclist friend of mine and a van locally on the
A417 in 2021.

Changing footpaths to bridleways can lead to conflict
between cyclists and walkers but it is up to the cyclist to
slow down and take extra care when passing walkers.
This is no different to what motorists should (but often
fail) to do when passing cyclists. However the level of
danger posed to walkers and cyclists by motor vehicles
is disproportionate to that posed to walkers by cyclists. I
have used many shared use paths both as a cyclist and a
pedestrian and rarely encountered much contention for
space. Philip Noel

Haphazard cycling routes

Dear Editor—as a regular cyclist I was surprised to read
Ivor Coleman’s letter in June’s GGN suggesting that
cycling provision in our area is ‘excellent’ and saying
there is no case for improved cycle paths. In particular,

I completely disagree that the stretch of the B4009
required to cycle into Wallingford is safe for cycling and I
know many other local cyclists share this view. His point
that walking is highly beneficial for people of all ages is
well made. The same is true for cycling, but many are
dissuaded because of the lack of safe cycle routes.

I completely agree we have a lovely network of local
footpaths and bridleways, but these have been established
over centuries with the result we have a modest,
haphazard collection of rights of way for cyclists, which
dissuades many from considering cycling as a viable
method of local transport or an attractive and healthy
leisure activity. Andrew McCausland

Grass verge cutting

Dear Editor—I have written to Oxfordshire County
Council (Goring Parish Council please take note) to
cast doubt on their Highway Verge and Vegetation
Management policy RVP 1 to 10.

This policy, which considerably reduces the number of
times roadside verges are cut, is seriously flawed as it fails
to take into account the vast number of birds and animals
that are killed on the roads as a result of drastically
reduced visibility! The problem is further exacerbated
by additional casualties who perish whilst attempting
to devour the resulting carrion. Living creatures ought
to take priority over vegetation. Looking at the problem
cynically of course, substantial cost savings will be made
by the non-employment of grass-cutting operatives. A
major re-think is required on this policy. Rodney Hill
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Honey bees on the croquet lawn and the river bridge

On 29 June a member of the croquet club was tidying the lawn area in preparation for the recent visit from the Britain in
Bloom judges, when she found a honey bee swarm on the fence between the croquet lawn and the children’s playground.
Fortunately, she was familiar with honey bees and was able to find a local beekeeper through the British Beekeepers

Association website. She says it was lovely to watch the bees and their waggle dances while she waited for the beekeeper
to come to co

Ty I

llect them.

Then on Monday 7 July there was
another swarm that landed on the
pavement on the river bridge. On both
occasions the beekeeper who came
to collect the swarm was Keith Baty.
| Keith is a beekeeper from Woodcote
with apiaries in several local villages,
including Goring. He explained that
| swarming is a natural part of the
honey bee reproductive cycle and that
while swarming the bees are usually
quite docile. Swarming normally
happens in May-July and the bees
leave their bee-keeper hive or wild
| nest, sometimes in an old tree trunk,

| usually between 11am-3pm. There
may be 5-20 thousand bees in a
swarm and they usually hang in a tree
near to their old home, while scout
bees look for a suitable new one.

Keith has collected many swarms
4 from the Gap in recent years. He has
| to brush or shake the swarm into the
| box, making sure that the queen is
with them. Once he has captured the
“, swarm he takes the bees to an apiary,
¥ where they live in what he calls a ‘nuc’
box for a couple of months so they
: . o ¥ _ can build up numbers, before being
o : . A L AP @ transferred to a hive.

J

Honey bee swarm on the croquet lawn fence

If the bees are in a building cavity, he tries to
attract the swarm into a ‘bait box’ containing old
honeycomb. If the queen bee is tempted in then the
rest of the swarm will follow. This works maybe 10%
of the time.

No honey is taken from the swarm in the first year
because they must build up a stock to enable them
to get through the winter. Honey is only taken from
hives when they have a surplus and not after July, so
the bees can replace their stock before winter.

Keith is a beekeeper club member and can always
find a home for a swarm. If you find one give him a
call on 07771 538667 and he will come and collect
it if he can. If you’d like to learn more about bees,
the local beekeeper’s group is the South Chiltern
Beekeepers Association: www.scbka.org

Bees are pollinators of course and a valuable
part of our local wildlife, so while a swarm may be
intimidating for some people it is also something to
celebrate.

Gill Haigh

Keith capturing honey bees on the river bridge Photo: Ron Bridle
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Useful summer information about wasp and bee stlngs and ticks

If you get stung by a bee or wasp, be very careful in the way
that you remove the sting. When bees sting, they tend to

leave part of their abdomen with the sting and the bee will
eventually die. It is important not to squeeze the bee sting that
has been left behind as this may inject more venom. The best
way is to scrape the sting away with a bank card or similar (see
photograph).

Wasps on the other hand, can sting multiple times as their
sting does not have a barb on it, unlike the bee.

If you come across a swarm of bees, they are unlikely to be
aggressive, as they gorge themselves on honey before leaving
the hive. Wasps on the other hand, are very territorial and if
you go near their nest, they will become very aggressive and
the chances are that they will sting you.

ire, beauty
hrstory

‘“\

Ticks are found in vegetation and can easily attach themselves to any exposed parts of
your body or clothing. Once they attach, they will gorge themselves on blood and will
start to expand. They look like very small spiders and are sometimes very difficult to
remove. The best way to remove them is by special tweezers that can be purchased from
any major chemist. Use the tweezers to twist and lift the tick making sure that you do not
leave any part of the tick embedded in your skin.

Ticks carry diseases, especially Lyme disease which can be dangerous. If you get a
bullseye looking rash, then get treatment immediately as this may indicate Lyme disease.

The best way to protect yourself from ticks is to make sure that you do not have
exposed skin showing on your legs and use insect repellent. Also wear light coloured
clothing, so that ticks can easily be spotted if clinging to your clothes.

Chris Rickards

Next Goring Repair and Exchange Café: Saturday 2 August
All residents are welcome to bring in up to two items for repair to Goring Village Hall 10am-
12.30pm on 2 August.

It’s a free service by skilled local volunteers and about 16 specialist repairers are usually on GORING
duty in the main hall at each event. They are set up with their own work station to try to fix REPAIR
anything you bring in. Bikes, buggies, lamps, fans, toasters, toys, computers, phones, textiles, CAFE
vacuum cleaners, food mixers, other small electrical and non-electrical products, small leather
and wooden items and small pieces of furniture are all the types of products we are used to Goring-on-Thames
tackling. The Goring Repair Cafe has a success rate of up to 70% of getting your products fully 07789 871620
working again, or at least partially working depending if it needs a spare part.

A Book Exchange Event will also be running in the Garden Room at the same time where you can swap books of all
types. You can find details of how this works on the website: www.goringrepaircafe.info In addition to the Repairers and
Exchange volunteers there are up to ten other support staff, including the team providing refreshments for you in Café
Belléme. As these are both free events, we welcome any voluntary donations to cover the cost of the hall hire and other
expenses. The Goring Repair Cafe and Exchange event is an environmental project to help reduce waste and carbon
emissions, run by the local charity Goring Gap Environmental Organisation (GGEO).
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lace in history

The Gap has the privilege

| of being home to a ship
which is of national historic
importance, due to its
significant contribution
during WWII. Called L Orage,
she is moored in what

is arguably the prettiest
boathouse on the Thames,
below Cariad Court, above
Goring Lock. Since 2009 she
has been owned and cared

L'Orage - her

who have immaculately
maintained L’'Orage and
participated in many
commemorative voyages.
Originally named Surrey,
L’Orage was built as a
gentleman’s motor yacht by
Boats & Cars of Kingston
in 1938. She is made out of
mahogany and oak, with a
Beta marine diesel engine and
is just 29ft 6ins long with a
beam (width) of 8ft 6ins and a draft of 3ft. She was not built to be ocean-going. Intended for
rivers and estuaries, nonetheless she was destined to cross the Channel within two years of
being launched, as part of the fleet of Little Ships sent to Dunkirk.

The Dunkirk evacuation

During WWII Allied troops were stranded on the beaches and harbour of Dunkirk, France.
The plan to evacuate them, called Operation Dynamo, saved approximately 330,000 British,
French and Belgian troops. Between 26 May and 4 June, 1940, a flotilla of naval and civilian
vessels, including the Little Ships of Dunkirk, ferried the troops off the beaches and finally to
the UK. L’Orage (then named Surrey) was one of the Little Ships that went to Dunkirk and
helped to save the troops. She was among the boats that were commandeered and worked
day and night for over a week, picking the soldiers up from the beaches and delivering them
to the larger boats which had to be moored further out. On her final return to Ramsgate, she

L’Orage moored at Windsor en route

brought back 34 soldiers! Men would probably have been hanging off her sides, there were so

many. One was probably French, because a French rifle was found in the boat afterwards.

Raymond Baxter and the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships

In 1963 L’Orage was bought by Tomorrow’s World presenter (and former fighter pilot)
Raymond Baxter, who in 1965 organised a flotilla of 43 Dunkirk Little Ships to sail to
Dunkirk to commemorate the 25" anniversary of the epic evacuation. He subsequently
became a founder member of the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships (ADLS), which
commemorates the evacuation every five years by repeating the historic voyage to Dunkirk.

John and Sally Calvert join ADLS
In 2009 John and Sally bought L’Orage and they continued making the commemorative
voyages. L’Orage has joined every return to Dunkirk since the founding of the ADLS,
including this year.
Taking a small vessel
across the Channel
is not something to
undertake lightly;
see John and Sally’s
account on the right.
Editor

Crossing the English Channel shipping lanes

22

for by Sally and John Calvert, |

L'Orage - Goring’s resi

Moored in Bassin du Commerce, Dunk
L'Orage’s 85" annivers
L’Orage last crossed to Dunkirk in
2020 commemoration. With the 2(
she had been at sea and there was
After months of preparation, L’Ora
Goring for the 85™ anniversary ret

She was going to be one of the 6
by the Royal Navy, to cross from R:

centre of Dunkirk.

Goring to Ramsgate
Travel on the Thames is at the pac
towards London via 24 locks. It toc
Teddington, where we joined a sm
to Ramsgate (approximately 13 ho
through London before the comme
Once clear of London we headed
Estuary meets the North Sea and t
time it was fine — not too rough. W
Ramsgate.

= e 5

Passing HMS Belfast
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| H Ramsgate Town and Royal Temple Yacht Club really made us welcome and
‘dent marltl me treasure the whole town put on events over the next few days with military bands,

choirs and rock bands. School children had made up horseshoe ‘Good Luck’
plaques for each boat.

The Association of Dunkirk Little Ships’ (ADLS) Honorary Admiral, Prince
Michael of Kent, visited the boats, before also making the journey across the
Channel to Dunkirk.

The crossing and welcome

On Wednesday 21 May the call came that the weather and sea state looked
OK for a 6am start to form up into a fleet and start the crossing. Thousands
of people had arrived to cheer us off which made you feel quite emotional,
thinking what it would have been like back in 1940.

The ten-hour crossing was a bit bumpy but manageable, and the only hiccup
was when the Navy called over the radio ‘cut engines’ and looking ahead there
were three illegal immigrant boats heading for the UK. After a diversion we
carried on. The sea got quite rough as we changed course along the French
coast and the run up to Dunkirk.

Once again, the French made us very welcome and cheered us in with bands
playing. There were various events, the main one for us was to attend the Town
T Hall and collect our 85™ anniversary plaque. L’Orage is one of only two boats
DRI o e e that has made the return every five years, so it is important for us to keep the
A record going.

rk

ary return to Dunkirk

2015, because COVID-19 scuppered the
)25 event coming up, it was ten years since
a lot to do in order to be ready to go again.
ge was finally ready to leave her berth in
1irn to Dunkirk.

6 Little Ships to form up a fleet, headed
amsgate to the Bassin du Commerce in the

Crossing to Dunkirk
> of a bygone age as it winds its way down Delayed return
ok us three days to get to the tidal lock at The next day the wind started to blow day and night and did not stop for
all group of six boats to make the long haul seven days, which delayed our proposed departure of Bank Holiday Monday.
urs). We picked up the tide at 4am to push Eventually on the following Saturday 1 June, looking at the forecast, it looked
rcial river traffic was up and running. possible to start the journey back to Ramsgate. A last-minute decision was
for the North Foreland, where the Thames made at 5.15am that morning and we all made our way through two road
1e water is known to be unpredictable. This bridges into the large main lock and then out to sea. It was a manageable
e then had the final run along the coast to crossing but, again, travelling along the coastline into Ramsgate got very

choppy.
On the entry into Ramsgate, we couldn’t believe the sight of literally

thousands of people that had arrived at short notice to welcome us in. Bands
were playing, flags were waving, all of the media were there and a team of
helpers to take our ropes.

After a good drink and something to eat, we got an early night ready to leave
Ramsgate Harbour at 6am the next day for the 13-hour trip around the North
Foreland and up The Estuary through London and onto Teddington.

After that, it was 24 locks to Goring, a boat covered in salt and time to reflect
on what we had achieved.

Thanks

We cannot express our gratitude enough to the public that support the Dunkirk
Little Ships, not only at Ramsgate but the people we met en route. There are
many Boat Clubs from the South of England that also travel across the Channel
to support us all.

We are very proud to have been the owners of L’Orage for the last 16 years
and to have had the privilege to be involved in such an important and fantastic
event, which is a great reminder of the Miracle of Operation Dynamo, which
saved the lives of some 330,000 men from the beaches of Dunkirk.

John and Sally Calvert
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Bloomers scrub up Goring

The judges from Britain in Bloom only come once and it is up to the community they are judging to show their best effort
on the day. The judges are looking at much more than whether there are weeds and litter around, but untidiness on the
big day suggest all-year-round neglect and doesn’t impress. Hence the huge effort the Goring Bloomers put into weeding
and cleaning the public spaces before the Monday of judgement day. '
(JDay).

This year Bloom had a marathon to do — plenty of growth followed
by dropped leaves; there were weeds and a year of debris everywhere |
and all the displays needed water. June started on a high — a rare
humming bird hawk moth spotted on the Bloomer’s ‘wild’ BT site
— success! Sadly, the Blooming Chair’s rain dance failed again and
June saw watering consume many Bloom hours, cheered by banter
about appropriate watering attire on Bloom’s WhatsApp group.

This group is a 2025 innovation which has proved to be invaluable
for both communication and general good will and morale. Weed
clearing accompanied watering and planting, but with just over a
week to go the debris around the centre seemed to be getting worse.
County Cllr Maggie helped with Sunday morning weeding on 29 June
on the High Street, then on 2 July the joyful cry came - ‘Biffa have
been here since 5.45am.’ Biffa had been encouraged to squeeze in

the clearing of Goring’s gutters, despite Henley week. A great help
but there was still plenty to do — weeding and sweeping the streets g
and car parks until they were pristine and carrying the waste away Krys and Rosie with the postbox topper

" 5 S — six black

bags outside the Community Centre, five builder’s bags in

the Chair’s garden (Chair? — she didn’t sit down for a week),
Barry’s trips to Oakley Wood... there was so much waste no
one could keep count.

WhatsApp saw discussion of chewing gum removal, photos
of newly cleaned flower beds and compliments about effort:

s ‘those two are like the Duracell bunnies — they never stop.
Thank goodness they moved to Goring.” Colin and Ron are
reported to be having a fun day of water play cleaning the
village signs, Ron has been painting for hours to cover graffiti,
Gill Hunter is keen to try her new Japanese hoe and is reported
to be trawling the village gutters for gold.

The Friday before Jday comes and horror: some of the
hanging baskets have a problem, the heat is melting the
workers and the lock is in need of serious weeding. Lock
keeper Andy is trying to keep the hydraulics going and it is
down to the Bloomers to wield their trowels and spark up
their flame throwers. The judges will visit the bridge and look
down at the lock as always. After a day in the gutters, Gill
R < , & | Hunter swigs a whole pot of tea and gets down to the lock in
Barry in sweeping mode the evening to make a start. Saturday comes; the leaves are

back outside Goring Village Hall and Linda is making back-up
plans, despite her bandaged hand. The team are tackling the lock and someone wants to know what has happened to the
yard broom (two have had to be binned). Sunday arrives and watering and weeding and sweeping continues. The Airey
family tackle the side of the chemists and Rosie and Krys put up the magnificent post box topper that celebrates the efforts
of Bloom. It says Join us and Blossom but by Sunday evening the team are beginning to droop — the Chair orders everyone
home to rest but Gill Hunter is spotted still weeding the railway bridge.

Then it is JDay and the judges arrive to inspect the newly manicured pavements and carparks ... they seem very happy,
but who knows? ... the tour reaches its finale and the judges walk towards the river bridge to look down on the lock that
has cost so much last-minute effort — only to find a swarm of bees having a rest on the bridge pavement above the lock,
blocking access to the viewing point. Thanks, bees. We'll have to hope the judges imagined the lovely tidy lock.

Then into the Garden Room at GVH for lunch - the volunteers all scrubbed up and clean, like the village. It would take
Sherlock Holmes to spot the weariness round the eyes...

The Britain in Bloom award ceremony is in September. Please keep your fingers crossed for Goring on Thames in Bloom
— they deserve double gold for effort.

Editor (who just watched)
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Lyndhurst Residential Home celebrates Alice’s 100" birthday
The residents and staff at Lyndhurst had a very special birthday to
celebrate recently when Alice Alexander reached 100 years old. She 4 ?
celebrated with cake, music and games as well as a letter from King

Charles.

Alice was born in Germany in 1925 but in 1938, aged 13, she and her
younger sister fled to England as refugees, just before war broke out.
Sadly, Alice lost the majority her family, including her mother and father,
as a result of the war in Germany. Alice thankfully got sponsored and
moved to the United Kingdom, where she lived with her aunt, uncle and
sister.

When Alice left school, she joined the British Army and afterwards the
women’s Royal Air Force as a PA. Alice has many stories to tell about
this time, when she served in Aden and Palestine in particular. Alice was
in Paris on the day of ‘D-day’. After the war, Alice went on to help run a
caravan company and one of the customers was in the early Doctor Who.

In 1956, Alice married Basil. They had one child, Carol, who has four
sons.

Alice spent most of her working life as a PA before becoming a manager
at a metal exporting company, where she was in charge of interpreting
and translating for the company, due to her German mother tongue. She
was the first woman to be allowed into the manager’s dining room! Alice
also went on a lecture tour in Germany, describing to young people what
it was like to live in Germany just
before the war.

Alice’s husband Basil sadly
passed away in 2003 but up until the end of the pandemic, Alice continued to live
L at home on her own. Aged 94, Alice attended a wedding in which she outdanced
her daughter, beaming with energy and good spirit.

Unfortunately, in 2023 Alice had a bad fall at home and she ended up in
hospital. Alice’s family were told that because of the risk of falls, it would be in
| her best interest to be moved to an appropriate care facility. Alice has moderately
severe dementia now, however despite this is in good spirits and is a much-valued
member of the home, by both the staff and her fellow residents.

. . = Happy Birthday Alice, we all hope you had the best day.

Alice with her younger sister The staff at Lyndhurst

Alice on her birthday

Former Goring Primary School teachers’ reunion, May 2025

Four former Goring Primary School teachers had a reunion in May. We
are Terry (at the main school 1968 — 1974) and Sue Hookway (nee
Buxton), Val Mansfield (nee Root), and Lesley Greene (nee Cuffe-
Adams), plus her husband Peter. Three of us taught at the Old School
(now the Community Centre): Sue 1969 — 1973, Val 1970 — 1972 and
Lesley 1972 — 1974.

When we were teaching there, Goring Primary School (GPS) was a
two-form entry school, (approximately 420 children, 14 staff plus the
Head teacher) with 12 classrooms on the main site (including the small
hall and two terrapin classrooms where the swimming pool later sat),
plus two classrooms for Year 3 down in the Old School. The building of
a separate Key Stage 1 (infant) school where Yew Tree Court is now was
even considered, but deemed too close to the railway.

In the Old School we removed all the internal doors so that the large
front room became a Language/Literacy/Library area, the larger of
the two back rooms was the Creative Arts area and the room with the
hatch through to the kitchen was the Science area. Our school lunches
were delivered from South Stoke which worked well, other than on two  Teachers Val, Lesley and Sue outside their old
occasions, one when they were dropped in the playground (now the car classroom
park) and the other when a drain opened up, also in the playground. We have very fond memories of our time there. For
the children, it gave them the experience of a village school, while being part of a larger one. They used to go up to the
main school once a week for PE and assemblies, which otherwise took place at the Old School. How times have changed!

Sue Hookway, Lesley Greene, Val Mansfield
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BBOWT 2025 photography competition
The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT) is excited to announce the launch of its annual nature
Photography Competition for 2025. This year’s contest invites nature
enthusiasts of all ages to capture the beauty of local nature across the
three counties, from urban sightings to wilderness adventures. Entries
are now open and will be accepted until Sunday 31 August 2025.

This year’s top prizes include bird-feeding goodies from our friends
at Vine House Farmand, a smart bird feeder camera with Al bird
species recognition, and a photography workshop with Steve Gozdz
of GG Wildlife Experiences. All winners will also have the chance to
see their photos featured in the Trust’s 2026 wildlife calendar and
there are bundles of nature books for younger entrants to win for their
schools. The popular competition attracts hundreds of entries from across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire and
is a great way for people to showcase their talents and take some time to observe nature’s everyday wonders.

Participants can submit their photographs in the following categories:

* Children and Teens: all images of nature

* Nature on Your Doorstep: garden/urban/local wildlife

* BBOWT Reserves: landscapes & people: views, visitors and volunteers

* Mammals and Other Animals: from hares and hedgehogs to lizards and frogs

* Birds: including portraits, action shots and birds in flight

* Butterflies and Other Insects: beautiful butterflies and insect life

* Flowers and Fungi: colourful blooms and fantastic fungi

* Mobile Phone Photography: landscape views and wildlife photos

Most entries should feature photographs taken at BBOWT nature reserves. However, entries in the Children and Teens
and Nature on Your Doorstep categories may be taken anywhere within Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, or Oxfordshire.

To enter the competition, visit www.bbowt.org.uk/photography-competition-2025 for full details on how to submit your
photographs.

Justine Farrant
Media and Press Officer: 07845 014524 media@bbowt.org.uk

Wallingford Museum news

Wallingford Museum’s special exhibition to mark VJ Day (Victory in Japan)

VJ Day on 15 August will be the 80™ anniversary of the end of the Second World War,
with the final surrender of the Japanese. Wallingford Museum will be marking this
occasion with special new displays from 22 July until the end of August.

Artist Will Wilder from Crowmarsh was among thousands of prisoners captured at
Singapore in 1942 and forced to work on building the Thai-Burma railway until VJ day
1945. Unlike so many of his friends, he somehow managed to survive and also brought
home precious drawings he had made showing the conditions in which they had lived.
He also kept a diary.

The exhibition tells his amazing story, illustrated by numerous original drawings that he had concealed from the guards
by rolling them up in the hollow bamboo poles used in the structure of the prison camp huts! It is a remarkable story, not
to be missed.

Exhibits also include the story of another local man, whose war was very different, but also ended in the Far East,
assisting the return of the re-patriated soldiers.

Agatha Christie’s Mystery Weekend in Wallingford and Cholsey: 12 September-13 September
Agatha Christie made Winterbrook House her home from 1934 till her death in 1976. You can find out lots more from
exhibitions in Wallingford Museum and keep this year’s celebratory weekend free, 12-13 September.

There will be special trains on the Cholsey and Wallingford Railway, talks and drama at the Corn Exchange, special
events at Wallingford Museum, Wallingford Library, the Wallingford Bookshop and many other venues in the town. Also
‘Agatha Christie’ guided walks. Full details to follow next time and watch the different venue websites!

Walks
Something for everyone in the guided historical walks around Wallingford. These run every Saturday — until late
September — departing 11am from under the Town Hall. Cost From 5 July Now £5pp (please bring cash) No need to book.
About 1.5 hrs.

Also Sunday 31 August — BunkFest special — a gentle guided walk through our historic town. Meet at the Museum for
11lam start. A free walk but museum donations welcome.

Sue Wright
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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News from Goring CofE Primary School
Healthy Snack Day

On a hot, sunny day in June, the children at Goring Primary School
really enjoyed sampling a wide range of healthy vegetables and fruit at
the ‘healthy snack bar’. The friendly watermelon shark made a striking
centre piece! At Goring Primary School, we have a healthy school
committee with representatives from each class. The committee meet
several times a year and think of ways to encourage healthy living. The
healthy snack bar of fruit and vegetables was our most recent initiative.
Healthy School Committee

Trip to Goring Library and St Thomas’ Church
We love school trips!

Earlier in the year we’d visited the Winchester Science Centre and
Planetarium. In June we had a local trip instead - to Goring Library and
St Thomas’ Church. We set off after lunch break. First we walked to the
library where Kate, the library manager, greeted us and told us about the |
summer reading challenge with a theme of nature this year. After hearing
about the reading challenge, we were allowed to explore the children’s
section of the library and spend time reading books. We had brought our
library tickets and were each able to take a book out to finish reading at
home.

Next, we walked to St Thomas’ Church where Ben was waiting for us.
Ben asked us to imagine how people 1,000 years ago would have felt
when they entered the church. The people in those days would have
lived in small wooden houses and would have been in awe of the huge
stone church building. We learned lots about the church building by completing a quiz which was really fun. We also all
had the opportunity to play a few notes on the organ. It was very loud!

Finally, we walked back to school just in time to say our end-of-day prayer before the end of the school day.

Healthy snack bar

1bis Class

News from the 2™ Goring & Streatley Beavers

Beavers’ nature hike badge test
On a warm Tuesday evening in June the 2™ Goring & Streatley Beavers took part in a nature hike along the top of Streatley
Hill. They hiked down the rear of the hill to Rectory Road, along to Townsend Road and across Streatley Recreation
Ground back to the Morrell Room, where parents were waiting. The nature hike was the last test that the Beavers needed
to complete for their ‘Nature Beaver’ badge.

All the Beavers successfully completed the hike and learned a lot about the nature items encountered on the way. They
identified features seen from the top of Streatley Hill, as well as pointing out where they lived. Well done, the Beavers.
Skip was very pleased to announce that they had all passed and their badges will be awarded at the next meeting.

Beavers gain their ‘Swimming Up’ badge 1
Lodge Leaders Harry, Jack and Oliver, who have all been in the
Beavers for three years, have now passed the tests and badges
to gain the highest award in the Beavers, the ‘Swimming Up’
badge. In order to gain this award, the Beavers have to learn
new skills and knowledge in order to obtain five badges: ‘Safe
Beaver’ badge, ‘Helpful Beaver’ badge, Active Beaver’ badge,
‘Handcraft Beaver’ badge and finally their ‘Nature Beaver’
badge. There are ten tests in each badge — so a lot to learn
and to become proficient in. Well done, Harry, Jack and Oliver.
Their ‘Swimming Up’ ceremony will take place in September,
when they will swim up into the Wolf Cubs. We wish them
happy hunting in the Wolf Cubs.

Investiture of Alethea into the Beavers

Girl Beaver Alethea was invested during the last meeting in

June. Alethea had been looking forward to her investiture.

If you are a girl six years of age or over, why not come along and join the Girl Beavers in our Beaver Colony? Either

telephone Skip 07789 938291 or apply at http://2ndgoringandstreatley.org.uk/main.php David Cooksley (Skip)
Group Scout Master, The 2™ Goring & Streatley Scout Group

I &
Swimming Up Awards June 2025
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GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY

Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

All Makes of Cars & Small Vans Serviced and
Repaired, Painted & MOT-Tested.
Including JAGUAR Cars.

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
Email tscars@live.co.uk
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk
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W.A. HINE & SON LTD

Established 1955

BUILDERS
CONTRACTORS
AND DECORATORS

N!4BC

Telephone: (01491) 872433
Email: wahineandson@yahoo.co.uk

33 WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, READING RG8 OHL

www.wahineandsonltd.co.uk

Anthony O'Donnell
Restorer Of Fine Furniture

BB

jackie.brookes@btinternet.com
07748680489
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Purdy Bates

DESIGN « INSTALL » REPAIR

* Manual and Automatic Gates
Architectural Metal Work
Railings
Barriers and Fencing
Staircases
Security

For free (no obligation) consultation:
Phone: 01491 681181

Mobile: 07860 862931

Fax: 01491 682933

Web: www.purdygates.co.uk
Email: purdy.gates@btopenworld.com

LU

Wards Farm Industrial Estate, Woodcote, Reading
DOMESTIC ® COMMERCIAL ® INDUSTRIAL

/4)

reatlve Catering

ALL EVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS, WAKES, CGARDEN
PARTIES, BUSINESS LUNCHES &
PIG ROASTS

Moulsford 01235 850342
SHEILA 07743368373

FB Creativecateringblewbury

www.creative-caterer.co.uk
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A Visit to Bentley Priory Museum — Headquarters for the Battle of Britain

To mark the 85™ anniversary of the Battle of Britain — that pivotal clash in the skies over southern England between 10 July
and 31 October 1940 - the Goring Gap Local History Society embarked on a very special excursion. On 24 June, under
the expert organisation of Geraldine Grayson and Janet Hurst, members boarded a coach bound for one of Britain’s most
quietly remarkable heritage sites: Bentley
Priory Museum, tucked away in the leafy
heights of Stanmore, north-west London.
This isn’t just another historic country
house. Set in landscaped parkland and
housed within a stately Grade II* listed
mansion, Bentley Priory has worn many
hats across the centuries — priory, palace,
hotel, school - but it is best known as the
beating heart of Britain’s aerial defence
during our gravest hour.

The nerve centre of the Battle of Britain
It was from within the serene, colonnaded
rooms of Bentley Priory that Air Chief
Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding directed the

defence of Britain in 1940, when Nazi :
invasion seemed imminent. As Headquarters Members of GGLHS standmg near a replica sztf ire Photo: Adrian Turner

of RAF Fighter Command, Bentley Priory was the strategic command post that transformed radar signals, observer reports
and squadron movements into decisive action. Without this coordination — and without Dowding’s visionary leadership
- victory in the Battle of Britain would indeed have been in doubt.

The Museum’s exhibits tell the story through a powerful lens: ‘The One’ (Dowding himself), ‘The Few’ (the courageous
pilots) and ‘The Many’ (the thousands of unsung men and women on the ground who enabled the RAF to fight another
day). This concept powerfully underlines the collective nature of the struggle — a vast national effort that depended on
resilience, innovation and quiet heroism.

Nearly 3,000 aircrew from 15 nations flew in the Battle of Britain. Of these, 544 paid the ultimate price. They lived on
constant alert, rising before dawn, ever-ready to scramble at a moment’s notice. Dangers abounded: mechanical failure,
enemy fire, collisions -- and the ever-present possibility of not returning. As Churchill famously said in August 1940:

‘Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.’

A house with a royal and local connection
Bentley Priory’s wartime role may take centre stage, but the building itself has a distinguished past — with a connection of
particular interest to us.

This mansion was transformed between 1789 and 1798 by the celebrated Georgian architect Sir John Soane who, as
many in Goring know, was born in our village. Soane’s elegant neoclassical style is still evident, from the entrance hall
with its distinctive arched windows to the soaring Rotunda, flooded with natural light. These spaces, later enhanced with
features celebrating the RAF, now serve as both architectural gems and memorials to courage.

The Priory’s most regal resident was Queen Adelaide, consort of King William IV, who lived here in her final years. Her
portrait still graces the Rotunda, and the graceful Adelaide Room continues to reflect her refined taste and gentle presence.
In 1926, the house entered its most famous chapter when the Ministry of Defence took it over to serve the RAE

What we saw
Our visit brought the past vividly to life. Highlights included:
* Battle of Britain galleries: These immersive displays blend sound, film, objects and interactive technology. A life-size
Spitfire cockpit, wartime radar room and a poignant video projected in Dowding’s office made a deep impression.
* Personal stories: From stained glass squadron badges and hand-written letters to well-worn uniforms and medals, the
Museum honours not just the strategy, but the humanity behind the history.
* Historic interiors: Sir John Soane’s grand architectural vision still shines, especially in the staircase, entrance hall and
Rotunda — a reminder that art and war sometimes share the same walls.

An overlooked gem of national importance
Bentley Priory Museum is a hidden treasure with a national voice. It tells a crucial chapter in Britain’s wartime story,
through tales of sacrifice, leadership and quiet courage, all housed within a building rich in its own architectural and royal
legacy.

Our members left with a greater appreciation for those who once fought for freedom — and for the remarkable home that
became their command post.

The Goring Gap Local History Society has more visits and talks lined up for later in the year. If you’d like to know more
or join us, please get in touch with our Secretary, Janet Hurst, at goringgaphistory@gmail.com Alan Winchcomb

Chairman, Goring Gap Local History Society
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Inspiring People To Have
Greater Adventures

NOT JUST
TRAVEL

* Expert Advice
* No Call Centre Queues

* More Choice Than Online

e Beach, City, Cruise, Ski and Incredible Journeys

@ alexharding.notjusttravel.com , 01491733030 or 07500 785254 B4 alex.harding@notjusttravel.com

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL apiorts T _her.a o
Sports and Rehabilitation Massage
SERVICE

Established 1970
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS

Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, wasps

leremy Waite MSMA, MISRM
07827 926123

and all other insects www.sports-solutions.net

DEALT WITH PROMPTLY
Call Lee Carrington

leremy@sports-solutions.net

Based in Gatehampton Road, Goring.

Tel: 01491 835610
Mobile: 07970 010214

® ASNEW

DESIGN

Our Services include:
- Antique and modern re-upholstery Did you know we also make
- Made to Measure curtains and blinds new furniture and have our
- Interior advisory consultations very own furniture range?
- Spring repairs and restoration For more information please
- New cushion interiors visit our website.
- New Headboards and Ottomans
- Loose covers
“OXFORDSHIRES LEADING RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS” Asnew Upholstery Ltd, Unit 17, Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1RL

01235 522 770 | info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk | www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk

THE BENEFITS OF
YOGA INCLUDE:

Improved strength,
balance & mobility

Reduced aches & pains
Anxiety & stress relief

Increased energy

T hello@graceandgravity.studio
or 07778 531469
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Oxfordshire County Council’s article for Volunteers Week

Jacqui gives something back to her community

Goring resident Jacqui Gray has spent over ten years now volunteering at her local
library through various roles. In National Volunteers week, she is sharing her story
to inspire others to take up voluntary work.

Jacqui, 57, began her journey with a simple love for books. She initially started
as a library volunteer, shelving books and assisting visitors. Over time, her passion
and commitment led to her becoming more and more involved.

‘I just love books — I absolutely adore reading, and I couldn’t think of anything
better than to be in an environment where I was surrounded by them and talking
to people about them!

‘So, I became a volunteer, helping with shelving books and answering questions.

‘After a while, I then got onto the committee of the Friends of Goring Library, and
when our then chair became the library manager I stepped up to become the chair,
which is also a voluntary role.’

Throughout the years Jacqui has discovered volunteering extends to organising
community events and providing support to residents.

‘Ten years ago, [ would have thought volunteering in a library is all about books.
But, once I started to get involved, I realised it was so much more than that. g
‘We've always got events on, and people coming in for help and advice. Volunteering is also about engaging with people
in the community who might not have realised what they can get from a library. It’s a community hub really. There’s always
the next big thing to look towards too. We’ve recently had a library refurbishment, and now we’re planning a library

garden.’

The social element of volunteering is also a great reward for Jacqui as much as helping her local community.

‘Tve got to meet many local people that I might not have otherwise come across. When I go into the village, there’s
a lot of people of all different age groups that I can talk to and that I know, and it really has helped me feel part of the
community myself.’

Whatever the kind of voluntary work it is, Jacqui is now keen to encourage others to get involved too.

“You’re helping the community, you're helping other people, and it gives you something as well. If you are just at a bit of
a loose end or you’re looking to broaden your horizons, then going to volunteer is a fantastic thing to do.

‘When I started off with the library, I was only doing a couple of hours every other week, so you can commit as little or as
much time as you can — most people are just really pleased you’re able to help.’

Councillor Neil Fawcett, Deputy Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, said: ‘Jacqui’s story is a powerful example of how
volunteering can enrich both the volunteer and the community. Her dedication and enthusiasm have made Goring Library
a vibrant and welcoming place.

‘If you’re inspired by her story, do consider volunteering. Whether you have a few hours to spare or can commit more
time, your contribution can make a difference. Join the community of volunteers and experience the rewards of giving
back.’

Jacqui is Chair of the Friends of Goring Library, which is a registered charity and provides outreach in the community,
raises funds to pay for staffing on alternate Saturdays and Thursdays, and also provides extra funds for books and events at
the library.

The charity has also supported the library service during its refurbishment last year and is supporting the library garden
development.

Wallingford & District Stroke Club

The Wallingford & District Stroke Club welcomes new members. Affiliated to the Stroke Association we are a friendly and
happy club with the purpose of helping stroke sufferers to resume an as near to normal life as possible. Our focus is on
socialising and having fun! No matter what your level of disability, we will try to accommodate you. We may be able to
help with transport.

We usually meet on the second Wednesday of the month from 2-4pm in the Crowmarsh Village Hall. The hall has plenty
of parking, level access and accessible toilet facilities. Here we enjoy talks, entertainments, games and activities. Light
refreshments are always available. In the summer we get out and about for such things as garden teas, pub lunches and
river trips.

We also welcome volunteers/drivers. For more information please contact: Judy and Norman, joint chairmen, on 01235
834503 or Nigel, secretary, on 07722 957102 (phone/text).

Nigel Hessey
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alsovereign

now Goring & Streatley’s only LOCAL Printer

5 mins drive from the Village Centre, Free parking,
Free tea & coffee... New Customers always welcome

Copying - Printing - Binding - Laminating - Booklets
Brochures - Leaflets - Orders of Service - Pads - Xmas Cards
Event Support: Banners, Correx Boards, Flyers, Programmes
High Speed Digital Printing - Variable Data - Mail Merging

>Design >Print >Finishing >Fulfilment >Mailing

01491 871555 (Sue [ Tony) alsovereign.co.uk

Heating system
installation and
upgrades

Gas and Qil Boiler
servicing and repairs

All general
plumbing services

AllianceCFM

Commercial and Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Harry Denison
0118 230 1268

www.alliancecfm.co.uk

Exciting new hours and oreat offers? We are part of Londis oroup

New Hours Our Products Our Services

THAMES

+ Building Solutions «

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations

Refurbish
veatios The complete
¥ Brickwork bu"ding Sel'V'CE
¥ Carpentry

¥ Floor & wall finishes

Tel: 01491 680 389 / 0776 8470 198

The Morrell Room
A beautiful
wood panelled hall

Seats up to 100 ~ Free WiFi
Excellent kitchen facilities
Ideal for social
and business functions

Church Lane, Streatley
info@morrellroom.org
01491 873855
www.morrellroom.org

MASOOMS

TANDOORI RESTAURANT

- B RN
High Street, Goring
01491 875078 / 872796
www.masooms.co.uk
Open every day 5.30-10pm (10.30pm on Fri/Sat)
Sat & Sun 12-2pm
For takeaway: order online or call
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Goring-on-Thames Parish Council

The principal points of the Goring Parish Council meeting on 9 June are summarised below. The draft minutes are available at

www.goringparishcouncil.gov.uk

* The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) Section 1 ‘Annual Governance Statement’ 2024/2025 was approved

* The dates for the GPC accounts public rights of inspection were approved: Monday 23 June — 1 August 2025, being 30 working days
including the first 10 working days of July

* The Village Weeding Day was approved. It will be held on Sunday 29 June based at the Gardiner Pavilion at 10am

* The Council voted to approve spraying weeds in the village on two occasions on a trial basis. There was agreement that spraying should
be kept to a minimum, with stakeholders to be informed via the website and Facebook

* The Council approved joining the Rural Services Network

* The 2024-25 Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Annual Report was noted

* Jim Emerson was approved to liaise with the Community First Responder Charity appeal to progress their request for funding

* The signing of the Tennis Club Lease was approved

Next Meetings: Belléme Room, Goring Village Hall 14 July and 8 Sep 7.30pm. See www.goringparishcouncil.gov.uk for the agenda.

Streatley Parish Council — 9/6/2025

The principal points of the most recent Parish Council meeting are summarised below. The official minutes can be seen at
www.streatley.org or by contacting the Clerk at clerk@streatley.org

Planning applications

25/01112/LBC — West Streatley House, High Street, Streatley, Reading, RG8 9HY. Conservatory remedial works. Treatment of GF damp at
party wall junction. Front and side window maintenance. Rear 1st floor windows maintenance and repair. Bathroom repairs and renewed
finishes. Ironmongery changes to ground floor. Change in GF step within kitchen.

Consultation: Mon 23 Jun 2025 Council do not object.

Decisions by WBC

» 25/00328/HOUSE — Cleeve Court Lodge, Streatley, Reading, RG8 9PR. New detached garage. SPC did not object. Approved 22/5/2025
* 25/00594/HOUSE - 7 Cleeve Court, Streatley Reading RG8 9PS. Proposed conservatory to infill existing first floor balcony. SPC did not
object Approved 20/5/2025

24/01944/FULMAJ — Streatley Farmhouse, Wallingford Road, Streatley, Reading RG8 9PT.. Change of use, Internal and external
alterations, Erection of replacement car port, Extension of residential curtilage, Erection of two greenhouses, replacement sheep barn,
landscaping, car parking and associated works.. SPC did not object Approved 30/5/2025

25/00604/HOUSE — Milford Lodge, The Coombe, Streatley Reading RG8 9QL. Alterations and Single Storey Rear Extension. SPC did not
object Approved 28/5/2025

25/00688/HOUSE — Pensylva, The Coombe, Streatley, Reading RG8 9QL. Extend existing bungalow with part one and a half storey and
part one storey. (Renew approval 21/02952/HOUSE). SPC did not object Approved 30/5/2025

24/01945/LBC - Streatley Farmhouse, Wallingford Road, Streatley, Reading RG8 9PT. Change of use, Internal and external alterations,
Erection of replacement car port, Extension of residential curtilage, Erection of two greenhouses, replacement sheep barn, landscaping,
car parking and associated works.. SPC did not object. Approved 04/6/2025

Next meeting
Next Council meeting in The Morrell Room on Monday 8 Septrember 2025 at 7.50pm. There will be no meeting in August.

Citizens Advice Oxfordshire needs volunteers
Are you looking for a new challenge and want to contribute something to your community? Citizens Advice Oxfordshire is
looking for volunteer advisers to work in our friendly offices in Abingdon, Didcot, Henley or Thame.

Citizens Advice gives people the knowledge and confidence they need to find their way forward — whoever they are and
whatever their problem. In a typical year our 300 staff and volunteers support 20,000 people in Oxfordshire.

We are currently looking for Advisers: after comprehensive training you will be giving advice to clients in person or
via the telephone or webchat. We advise on a broad range of topics including debt management, benefits, employment,
housing and relationship issues. You will need good IT skills and a desire to help people in your community.

We would like you to be available for two sessions per week, either mornings or afternoons or for a whole day. We offer a
rewarding, flexible and supportive working environment. You’ll also learn new skills and meet new people in the course of
your volunteering.

If you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please email: volunteer-recruitment@caox.org.uk and one of our
team will contact you.
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MpESIE Computer Problems?
Office / studio space PC misbehaving?

I'aJlt ciagnes's. Mairtenarce & Upgrades. Netwoar<ryg
Data Kegovery. Vius Clean ng. Breachand

a Telzprone Caklng & Cxiarsions. TV. Moniles
en re o orlng Weksite Desgn Development & . Aangd M mors
Iome » Basiness pe
£6.70 per day

(based on 5 days pw)

Including light, heat, wi-fi, parking (1 car)
and 24/7 access

Minimum licence one year
payable quarterly in advance

Enquiries to:

st MOTORS

Goring and District Community Centre

The Old School, Station Road, Goring RGS 9HB Servicing Diagnostics
07808 144525
, _ MOT’s A/C Re-gas
john.boler.gdcct@gmail.com krrkk

Repairs (B4 &
e R1234YF)

Tyres' & FREE safety
tracking

PROPERTY MATTERS

Home & Garden Mamtenance A — check over

dokokok Kk

Duncan Crook
01491 873643
07719 461441

Exhaust

systems
y ... And much

Landscaping Welding more!
Driveways

Fenci

Patios 11491 652911

Maintenance UNIT 3 WESTFIELO FARM, WESTFIELD RORD,

CHOLSEY, OX1B SLS

e L *..understanding A.B.
kY ' ; _f; and sympathetic W LI<ER
oM and smoothly A

T\ helped us through

all the decisions to Local, independent, family-run

funeral director supporting

- bemane This mase Goring and Streatley

;7’ the whole experience
=%y casy and reduced
our anxieties.”

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road,
Henley-on-Thames RG9S 1EA
exceion: EIEIEIEIET A uspicn 01491413434 | www.abwalker.co.uk
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SPORT

Jonny Russell 07825 552009 ggnsports@gmail.com I

Gorlng Robins celebrate another fantastlc season of football and community spirit

BERKSHIRE COUNTY
GIRLS FOOTBALL LEAGUE J.

UI 2 Girls - BCGFL.League Cup Trophy winners )

vital funds to support the club’s ongoing
development and future growth.

We wrapped up the season in true Robins
style with our end-of-season Presentation
Day at Sheepcot. It was a day of celebration,
bringing together all teams to share in the
season’s achievements. There was a BBQ,
games and fun for the kids, and of course,
the much-anticipated trophy and medal
presentations.

After the presentations had finished, some
of the coaches even dusted off their boots
and took to the pitch for a very fun — and
surprisingly competitive — game, much to the
delight of the spectators!

We would also like to extend our sincere

U8 Girls - League Trophy winners

July 2025

It’s been another fantastic season for Goring
Robins Football Club, as the club continues to
go from strength to strength.

With over 450 boys and girls enjoying their
football across all age groups, the Robins are
4 proud to be one of the area’s most inclusive
| and thriving grassroots clubs. This season has
. been one of the most successful yet, both on
| and off the pitch.
| On the field, our teams have achieved
outstanding results, with league titles, runners-
up finishes, and numerous cup victories across
various age groups. The success didn’t stop
| there — our players also shone in summer
Z | tournaments, showcasing the talent and
| dedication that runs throughout the club.

Off the pitch, the club’s sense of community
has never been stronger. We hosted two hugely
| successful fundraisers — a Quiz Night and a
Race Night — which brought families, friends,

and supporters together, while also raising
—_

U12 Blacks - OTFL Division B Champions

thanks to our main club sponsor, Warmingham,
for their continued support, along with all the
other generous sponsors who have supported
individual teams with away kits and training
wear.

A big thank you as well to Goring Parish
Council, whose support has helped us get so
many children playing football, and to The
Oratory School for kindly allowing us use of their
excellent pitches and facilities.

This season also marked the farewell of Mark
Kirk, who not only managed his team with
dedication, but also served as Chairman of the
club for a number of years. To celebrate his
contribution, the coaches put together a team
to take on Mark’s U18s in a farewell match — a
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Cosme’rlc & Laser Skin Clinic

* laser hair removal

» facial & leg veins
 wrinkles / crows feet
* lip enhancement

¢ microdermabrasion
* skin tightening
 brown spots

* skin peels » acne

» mole, cyst, skin fag

® excessive sweating

Professional, Garing and Confidential | 4 tottoo removal

Medical Director Commission

Dr N. Munnelly QCarEQuainty i
CHILTERNmedzml clinic 1 Thames Court . High Street . Goring . RG8 9AQ
Call 01491 873989 or visit www.chilternmedical.co.uk

fcrern)

N==le)?

e Call your local experts on
Solutions P

www.xpertenergy.co.uk

| sanctuary
chiropractic

A space to breathe, nourish; and invest in your body's true potential

We treat the whole family - from paediatric chiropractic through to
helping you maximise your golden years, from our clinic in North Stoke.

Shockwave Therapy Il Sports Massage Feldenkrais Method Reflexology

“The knowledge and care provide by both Zo& and Ali has been amazing
and they have slowly put me back together.” - Kris

Ready to Move Freely & Live Fully? L\'

BOOK ONLINE OR CALL. Please quote Goring Gap News.

01491598288 sanctuarychiropractic.co.uk o f

WEATING

BWE

FRRILT BR0INRY BIREN J90e

A Boilers Installed/
Serviced/Repaired
A Landlord Certificates

A Power Flushing
A All Plumbing Work
Undertaken

07818425018

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk 4
www.kwc-heating.co.uk 4 |
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Paddle Board Hire T H E

Gift Vouchers

Group & Private
Lessons

SUP Wellbeing S U P
*  LIFE

https://www.thesuplife.co.uk/

Tree surgéry
Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

1000 0oe,

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists

For more details contact us on:
0808 155 5815
07778 811136

mharvey31@gmail.com
e www.arbocare.co.uk
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Ul2 Reds - EBFA Diviion 3 Champions as ivincibes
fitting send-off for a much-loved figure in the club. Thank you, Mark — and enjoy a well-earned rest!

As all grassroots clubs will know, none of this would be possible without the incredible efforts of our volunteers. A huge
thank you must go to all the managers and coaches who give up their time week after week to ensure the children can

enjoy their football in a fun, safe, and supportive environment. And a special thanks to our fantastic committee, who work
tirelessly behind the scenes to keep the club running smoothly and successfully.

MarkKik’s Ul8s v The Coaches

We now look forward to building on this momentum for what promises to be another brilliant season in 2025/26. And of
course — Come on you Robins!

Matt Trimmings

Chairman, Goring Robins Football Club

Cricket Club Quiz returns — Friday 19 September
The team behind the ever-popular Goring and Streatley Quiz Challenge trophy is back with the 15% edition of their quiz
— featuring a wide variety of topics and rounds to appeal to teams of all ages.

The event will take place on Friday 19 September (doors open at 7.30pm) at Goring Village Hall. Teams should have
between four and six team members, with each paying £10 per member.

The ‘Boundary Bar’ will be open all night at the Village Hall, serving a variety of refreshments, snacks and alcohol
including local real ale, lagers, cocktails and wine/fizz. Having been a roaring success at past quizzes, a variety of tasty
pizza will also be available to purchase on the night.

To book your place and give your team the chance of winning the famous trophy, please contact Jonny Russell at
jonnyrussell100@outlook.com or 07825 552009.
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THE WINDOW CLEANER H & Sons Window Cleaners HELP WITH MATHS &
Windows, frames, sills, doors, conservatories Cleaners to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis
Gutter vac cleaning system. All year service. ENGLISH FOR AGES 6-12
Terry Mobile: 07985 569392 At your home or via Zoom
For a free quote, call Mike on 07967 004426 Home: 0118 376 9754 malpurdie@gmail.com
or thewindowwcleanerl@gmail.com Email: terry.hmwindows@yahoo.co.uk Tel. 07815 731327
[P HendyMan OVEN CLEANING Fpeacock
i Need someone to do . . ) e
those little jobs in the House & Garden? Professional valeting service Professional, family run carpet
Shelves — Curtain Rails put up Removes grease & most burn-on carbon & upholstery cleaning service
Dripping Taps — Broken gates fixed deposits . Call David on 07887 565009
No Job Too Small OVENU Reading Info@peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
Call Barry 07989 384 065 0118 967 2897 www.peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk

STEPHEN NAPPER

CLNC OF C}1INESE ¢ Building &
ACUPUNCTURE Landscaping

s Brickwork * Fcncing
Tel: 01491 671178 or 07887 881943

* Groundwork

MRS. SICYTA HART

MCAAIHK. 1984) MBACC MRCHM Karro |

Lovely & hardworking cleaners available TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.

In Private Practice - High Cleaning Standards PUBLC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
in Wallingford Community Hospital - Good quality products & equipment provided EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.
and Goring-on-Thames - Local references available. - Affordable rates
Please telephone 01491 873972 - Ironing & Carpet cleaning service available DMD Window Cleaning
for enquiries and appointments Contact Kristina on 07593 627139

Est. in Goring since 2004

For windows, conservatories, gutters and

é Goring Holiday House é o Elite Heating fascias, please call Darren on 07971 929025
Are you renovating your house? Engineers
Do you need separate space for your visiting family?

Do you have a gap between buying and selling?

DMDwindowcleaning@gmail.com

Boiler Installations, Servicing & Repairs

All PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Including reskimming walls and covering

My stunning 3 bed holiday home on Cleeve Rd

is available for stays between 3 and 90 nights glasers | I e

Photos, info and availability shown here: 3 P Artex ceilings. Free quotations with public
https://airbnb.com/h/central-goring-3-bed-house Fll"epldce_ '!a 45 Prospect Street liability insurance.
Discounts offered to fellow local residents, agiciim Ca\éeir::;TBI;g::JB Phone Steve on 07967 506522
the longer you book, the better the price! ) i R
Chimney Sweeping, Sales & Installation
Please call Debs on 07958 748412 Woodburners, Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
to arrange a viewing or to discuss availability 0 A
5 INTERIORS
LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES Caroline Manley Sustainable nature inspired interior design
INDOOR/OUTDOOR Made to measure curtains, Roman for country properties
PUBLIC LIABILITY Blinds, cushion covers, etc. 1 :
01189 542448 07815 610007
CALL JAMES ON 07961 882281 Caroline.manleyl@googlemail.com

(@@ https://samanthafleming.co.uk

07588 489156
hello@samanthafleming.co.uk

GeoffreyCole

A personal service for all your accounting and taxation needs

Personal Tax Returns Xero and Sage Specialists Corporate Structuring

Annual Accounts Rental Property Matters
Company Formation To arrange a free initial meeting please Auditing

Business Start Ups call us on 0118 984 1556 or email post@geoffreycole.co.uk VAT

Capital Gains Tax Share Option Arrangement
Company Taxation Taxation Planning and Advice

v%,‘. / ICAEW
M cHarTEReD [Neloy sage
ACCOUNTANTS,

www.geoffreycole.co.uk
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

CHARITY JAZZ CONCERT

Join us on Friday 22 August 8-10pm (doors open from 7.30pm)
in Goring Village Hall for an unforgettable night of smooth
summer jazz and help support the next generation of musical
talent!

We are delighted to announce a stellar house band of Martin
Pickett (keyboard), Pete Howard (bass) and Jon Buxton
(drums) — and they will be joined by the sophisticated vocals
of Anna Shackleton and the superb Theo Warren on tenor
saxophone — well known to many in Goring and Streatley and
currently studying jazz at the Trinity Laban Conservatoire of
Music and Dance.

The ever-popular Trust Bar will be open throughout the
evening, offering a wide range of alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages. Whilst you are welcome to bring your own nibbles,
the bar will be serving a range of Emergency Snacks... Tickets
£12.50 (Adults) and £5 (Children) available here:
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FANR or contact
info@goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk for more information
Proceeds from this event will support the Goring and Streatley
Young Musicians Trust. To learn more about the Trust’s mission
and activities, please visit www.goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk

Further afield

AFTERNOON TEAS St MARY’S CHURCH ALDWORTH
Every Wednesday in July, August & September, 2.30 — 4.30pm.
Delicious homemade cakes in the company of The Aldworth
Giants. For further details and to book groups contact: Gill
Wilding 01635 578624 or gillwilding@hotmail.com

NETTLEBED ART AND CRAFT SHOW

The Nettlebed Art and Craft Show returns for 2025! Saturday

2 August, 11am- 6pm and Sunday 3 August, 10am-4.30pm.
Nettlebed School Community Hall. Our 2024 show was a huge
success with 160 paintings displayed, the work of 55 local
artists, in a wide variety of media. We were very pleased to sell
21 of these. Local craftspeople sold items including jewellery,
stained glass items, mosaics, lamps, needlework, woodturning,
cards and ceramics. We sold unframed paintings too. We
were able to divide our proceeds of £1800 between seven
local charities. Free entry and plenty of parking. If you are
interested in exhibiting or would like a craft table, please email
nettlebedas@gmail.com and ask for an entry form.

82" ANNUAL CHOLSEY VILLAGE SHOW

To be held on Saturday 16 August from 12 — 5pm at the
Cholsey Recreation Ground off Station Road. As well as
hundreds of exhibits in the marquee we have an afternoon of
entertainment for the whole family. We are looking forward to
welcoming Van Buren’s Victorian Theatre of Wonders a unique
fast fun and baffling show for all the family. The show promises
to answer many of the questions about Victoriana, magic and
illusion. In addition they will be running two inclusive circus
skills workshops during the afternoon. Other entertainment will
include a Fun Dog Show, Wallingford Morris Dancers, Cholsey
Silver Band, Football Skills and Tennis Have a Go sessions
and children’s games. There will be a car boot sale and Stalls
including lunches, ice-cream, tea and cakes and Real Ale and
Pimms bar. Free entry and car parking.

WALLINGFORD PHOTO CLUB

Although on summer break, Wallingford Photographic Club has
a few activities to look out for ahead of September. We have

a photography competition which is open to all: Summer in
Oxfordshire with a £100 prize up for grabs so why not give it

a shot? See wallingfordphoto.club for details. Then come and
see us over Bunkfest weekend: we will be holding our annual
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exhibition at St Mary-Le-More Church (behind the Town Hall) on
Saturday 30 August. Drop by to view or buy our best work, chat
to members and have some refreshments.

In September we will start a new season so come along and
join our informal and inclusive group of enthusiasts as we start
our new programme of talks, presentations, competitions and
practical sessions. We discuss a wide range of topics — not just
technical - including getting feedback on your photos if you're
keen to show them. We meet on Thursdays from 7-10pm at
Crowmarsh Pavilion, and we’ll have a few sessions online
where we make the most of speakers from far away. First on

18 September will be an evening to welcome new members,
discuss the new programme, and share ideas and progress

on our photographic projects for the season. Then on 25" is a
presentation on ‘Astral Landscapes’ from Gareth Wilson, who
will then take us outdoors for an exciting practical session (let’s
hope for clear skies!)

SUE RYDER STARLIGHT HIKE THAMES VALLEY

Step into a starlit evening to celebrate a loved one at Sue Ryder
Starlight Hike Thames Valley on Saturday 11 October.

Get together with friends and family and take part in a 5k or
10k walk in the grounds of Mapledurham Estate for someone
special while raising vital funds to help Sue Ryder continue
providing expert care and support to those facing grief and
loss.

Kindly sponsored by Azego and Holy Brook Accountants,

the evening will begin with live entertainment and a Zumba
warm-up before participants set off on a memorable night-
time walk through the stunning estate. At the start of the route,
walkers will have the opportunity to leave a dedication to their
loved one in a special remembrance area. At the finish line,
participants will receive a well-earned medal, knowing their
efforts have helped ensure that no one faces death or grief
alone. Every pound raised will support Sue Ryder’s specialist
care, helping people navigate life’s most difficult moments.
Sign up today at sueryder.org/StarlightThamesValley or contact
the fundraising team at thamesvalley.fundraising@sueryder.org
or call 0118 9550 433. Standard tickets start from £20 per adult,
which includes a medal and tee shirt. Those unable to take
part in the walk can still be involved — volunteers are needed to
support Starlight Hike and help make the evening truly special.
Get in touch with the fundraising team to find out more.
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priority.windows Il ...

Doors, Conservatories, Garage Doors, Porches, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering.
Also repairs including replacement sealed units, locks, hinges and handles.

Over 35 years of experience
Wayne Prior

m Tel: 01491 871381, Mob: 07720 716055
www.prioritywindows.co.uk

w:umw‘:img!gﬂuwons E-ma ll: Wayne@priorityWindOWS.CO.Uk

The clubhouse bar & restaurant have been redecorated!
VISITORS WELCOME
We offer a delicious selection of breakfast, lunch,
cakes, coffees and drinks between 8am - 8pm daily

I e S GORING AND STREATLEY GOLF CLUB
. RECTORY ROAD
STREATLEY

www.goringgolf.co.uk

3
Streatie

Are for bathrooms, kitchens, floors, walls, halls...
...any room in your home.
Come and visit our inspirational showrooms or shop online at www.reedharris.co.uk

Reed Harris
I

www.reedharris.co.uk

Dental Surgery

Show off
with straighter teeth!

Enhance your appearance, ask us about Invisalign® clear brace:

| |
S m I | e “amazing service ana care
frome start to finish 7

Brenda Buicher

i

High Street, Goring on Thames, Oxfordshire RG8 9AB Email reception@boathousedental.co.uk Call 01491 872394 to book a consultation
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DIARY

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

Sunday 27 July

Withymead Nature Reserve, Cream Tea
Sunday. 10am-5pm, Cream teas served
2-5pm. No need to pre-book, just turn up
and enjoy.

More info at https://withymead.org
Reserve open on other Sundays in July.
Also open on all Sundays until 24 August,
10am-5pm.

Wednesday 30 July

Goring Village Green Fingers. Members
only - a visit to the beautiful Worcester
College Gardens in Oxford.

Thursday 31 July

Summer Reading Challenge Storytime
and craft. 10.30-11am, GL.

Saturday 2 August

Goring Repair Café and Exchange
event. 10am-12.30pm, GVH. The aim

is to reduce waste and unnecessary
consumption by providing opportunities
for anyone to bring one or two items

to get them looked at and hopefully
repaired. www.goringrepaircafe.info
Monday 4 August

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-

11am, Westholme stores, Wallingford
Rd, Goring. Open every Monday and
Thursday.

* Goring and Streatley Bridge Club.
6.45pm, GVH. Held every Monday.
Tuesday 5 August

Library book group. 5-6pm, GL See
library staff if interested.

Wednesday 6 August

* Lego workshop. 10-11am, GL. Please
book 01865 815155

* Goring Gap News. Copy deadline for
July events. News and articles of local
interest to goringgapnews@gmail.com
Thursday 7 August

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-

11am, Westholme stores, Wallingford
Rd, Goring. Open every Monday and
Thursday.

Friday 8 August

Greadies Library Book Group. 10-11am
GL. See library staff if interested.
Monday 11 August

Balloon Night Glow. 7-10pm. Streatley
Rec. Weather permitting.

Wednesday 13 August

* Create a mini-garden. 10-11.30am, GL
Please book 01865 815155.

* Cleeve by Goring WI. Summer party.
Through the decades, music and quizzing
Thursday 14 August.

Storytime with craft activity. 10.30-
11.45am GL Drop-in.

Sunday 17 August

Cleeve and Goring WI, Tea and cakes
By the lock in the afternoon, with Goring
and Streatley Concert Band.

Tuesday 19 August

Social Scrabble Club. 4.45-7pm, GL All
welcome with refreshments.

July 2025

Wednesday 20 August

* Gelli Plate Printing workshop. 10.30-
12 and 1-2.30pm. GL. Please book 01865
815155

» Coffee Morning. 10.30 — 12noon, St
Andrew’s South Stoke. Every 3
Wednesday of the month.

Friday 22 August

Charity jazz concert. 8-10pm with

doors open from 7.30pm. GVH. The
exceptional house trio of Martin Pickett
(keyboard), Pete Howard (bass), and
Jon Buxton (drums) will be joined by the
equally talented Theo Warren (tenor sax)
and Anna Shackleton (vocals), among
others, to bring you an evening of sublime
summer jazz!

Tickets £12.50 (Adults) and £5 (Children)
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/FANR or
contact
info@goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk for
more information

Monday 25 August

South Stoke Open Gardens. 1-5pm.
Last entry 3.30pm. Free Parking RG8 0JT.
Disabled parking outside the church RG8
0JS. No dogs to be taken into gardens.
Tuesday 26 August

Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Wednesday 27 August

Storytime with Jonathan Clifton, Billy and
Bobby, The Lazy Gardeners. Puppets and
songs. 10-11am. GL. Drop in.

Thursday 28 August

Goring Gap U3a. 10.30-12noon, GVH.
Speaker: Roger Browne. The Golden Age
of Radio.

Sunday 31 August

Withymead Nature Reserve, Last Cream
Tea Sunday of 2025.10am-5pm, Cream
teas served 2-5pm. No need to pre-book,
just turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org Also open on all
Sundays until 24 August, 10am-5pm.

See more events on the Events Calendar
at www.genienews.org

The following abbreviations are used:

Belléme Room BR
Canterbury Room CR
Free Church Hall FCH
Goring Community Centre  GCC

Goring Library GL

Goring Social Club GSC
Goring Village Hall GVH
Morrell Room MR
Storton Lodge SL

Wallingford Corn Exchange

Check www.cornexchange.org for film
listings. Films in August include:

* Jurassic World Rebirth

 The Ballad of Wallis Island

e Mr. Burton

* Amadeus

* Modigliandi Three Days on the Wing of
Madness

* The Salt Path

* A Complete Unknown

Live Screenings
Sat, Aug 23, 7:30pm, Roger Waller’s
This is Not a Drill, live from Prague

Live on stage

29-31 August: Bunkfest
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Cards, Toys and Gifts
New Summer Clothes

lnspirations

- =

Dresses  Trousers Tops

Also Available
Cards, Sweets, Stationery

Passport Photos, Gifts & Toys

Pottery painting
Available anytime
just pop in and get creative.

The Avcade, High Street, Goring on Thames,
Oxon, RG8 gAY 01491873019

4

Howard Chadwick
Funeral Service

Established 1991

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support and
guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- Floral Tributes

- Memorial Masonry

- Home Visits

- Prepaid Funeral Plans

- 24 Hour Service

+ Bereavement Advice

- Transparent Pricing

- Private Chapel of Rest

Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, OX10 BED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com

P Funeral Partners 24
(e 1)

BARBARA'’S ANTIQUES
& BRIC-A-BRAC SHOP

Established for 45 years
The ideal place to come for that quirky gift.
House clearances our speciality

We also buy all kinds of quality items
including small furniture, bric-a-brac and jewellery.
Downsizing, moving or simply wishing to declutter?
Tel: 01491 873032

Open Mon-5at 11am-4.30pm
Wheel Orchard Car Park, Goring RG8 9GB

See us on Facebook and Instagram

BOUTIQUE HAIR SALON

O

GreenArt in Goring

Whether it's creating a sophisticated outdoor room for relaxing and entertaining,
an accessible garden to enjoy in retirement or a fun, family space that attracts and
" sustains wildlife, the team at GreenArt takes great pride in everything we do.

We provide everything you need to create and enjoy your dream garden — from bespoke

© ! oreenartoxford WWw.greenart.co.uk
| green_art_garden_design E | info@greenart.co.uk

design, landscaping and planting to ongoing garden care and development.
Based in Wallingford, we've been designing and building fabulous gardens
across Berkshire and Oxfordshire for over 25 years. We have all the
experience, skills and expertise needed to give you complete peace

of mind. So ask yourself, what could we do for you?

Call us now on 01491 280447 to find out more.

& green
art

GARDEN DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING
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Trumpet Vine in Goring
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Midsummer evening at the Swan hotel
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Photos: Chris Rickards
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