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Playground funding grant confirmed

On 3 September SODC’s decision to award £200,000 to support phase 2 of
Goring Parish Council’s playgrounds project was made official. The funding
comes from the District Council’s portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy
(developer contributions). In 2023 SODC put aside £750,000 for a pilot grant
scheme in a bid to address the social infrastructure gap which exists in the
district.

Cllr Maggie Filipova-Rivers said: ‘Goring Parish Council put a very strong
application and despite initially missing out by a couple of points, I am thrilled
that we have got there in the end. It is the most significant investment SODC
has made in the village and I am sure it will be hugely beneficial for the littlest
residents of Goring and beyond.’

Local bus news

From 1 September the bus service 134 between Goring and Wallingford is being
run by Thames Travel. Route 134 was where it all started for Thames Travel a
few years ago. Since then, their network in South Oxfordshire has expanded
significantly.

The number of 134 journeys remains the same but there is a new timetable.
Services run Monday to Friday, apart from Bank Holidays, and depart Goring
Station at 7.55, 9.15, 10.15, 11.15, 12.15, 13.45, 14.45, 15.45 and17.15. Return
times from Wallingford are mostly 35 minutes later.

The route runs via Storton Lodge and the Perch and Pike and it takes 20
minutes to Wallingford. Concessionary pass cards are accepted but must be
shown. The timetable and route can be found at oxfordbus.co.uk

Please note the new 134 does not run via Lockstile Way and Milldown Avenue
and does not go via Lidl. These are now served by some 133 services, running
from Goring via Streatley and Moulsford to Wallingford and still operated by
Going Forward Buses, but with a new timetable.

Going Forward buses are also operating the 137 (Wallingford/Watlington) and
138 (Wallingford/Dorchester) routes with new timetables and are starting a new
Wallingford circular route. To see these new timetables:
www.goingforwardbuses.com

Going Forward Buses will soon need a new parking place for their minibuses.
Please get in touch with Mike Ward if you can offer them a home:
littlebluebus@yahoo.com

Community projects in South Oxfordshire can now
apply for a financial boost

Funding has been made available for South Oxfordshire District Council
members to award community projects through the Councillor Community
Grant Scheme. The grant scheme is open 18 August - 5 December to not-
for-profit community organisations whose primary purpose is to benefit the
residents of South Oxfordshire.

Organisations can apply for grants from £250 up to a maximum of £7,500
from each councillor (budget permitting).

Previous organisations that have been awarded funding through this grant
include:

* New rowing blades for Wallingford Rowing Club

* Solar panels for the roof of the Players Theatre in Thame

* Supporting a new community orchard in Cuddesdon and Denton

ClIr Georgina Heritage, Cabinet Member for Communities at South
Oxfordshire District Council said: ‘This grant is a great opportunity for our
councillors to directly support community projects in their area.’

The Council is particularly keen to hear from projects that have a big
impact for residents, such as activities that protect and restore our natural
world, promote action on the climate emergency and improve economic and
community well-being. For more see: www.southoxon.gov.uk
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Combe House

R E AL
Exceptional care, every day

SIDENTI CARE

Our home in Streatley-on-Thames provides 24-hour care and support
in an elegant, homely country house. Residents enjoy a relaxed
atmosphere that ensures privacy, independence, and a nurturing
environment.

4 or email
l to book a visit today!

www.coombehouse.co.uk

Open for coffee, cakes, lunches
& meals to take away
Catering menu for parties and
business events
Picnic Hampers available to order
Birch Bakery Bread Wednesday to
Saturday
Fresh Flowers Thursday to Saturday
Doughnut selection every Saturday
Open Monday fo Saturday 9am - 4pm

www.goringgrocer.co.uk 1:01491 875 609
e hello@goringgrocer.co.uk

Goringhardware

So much more than a hardware -home store

Gardening * Kitchenware* Cleaning * Electrical
* Plumbing * Pet and Bird food * Bathroom
* Haberdashery *Bicycle * Laundry * Giftware * Water
Softeners *Wood Supplies * Key Cutting *Sharpening *Rug
Doctor Hire * Signs * Refills - Ecover/Faith in Nature

Open Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Sun 9.30 am to 1 pm
01491 — 872420 info@gori e.com

12 Red Cross Road RG8 9HG, next to the surgery

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Mess Removal & Roof Cleaning
Render, Bnckwerk& Pat|o CI anin

S S, Fdn.ure.
as a Professional Foot Care

@ www.avondalegoring.co.uk

AVONDALE

JouN KITCHER & SON

Re-upholstery and repairs undertaken
Antigue and modern furniture recovered
Loose covers supplied

Free estimates - Prompt Service
- Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers -

Tel: Graham Kitcher 38 Crescent Road,
Tilehurst,

0118 942 3701 Reading. RG31 5AH
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Victorian Goring boathouse receives Listing status from Historic England
The Victorian boathouse by Goring
Bridge, built for Sam Saunders (1859-
1933), a famous boatbuilder in his
time, has been Listed Grade II by the
Department for Culture, Media and
Sport on the advice of national
heritage body, Historic England. This
resulted from an application by local
residents Enid Worsley and Janet
Hurst. The submission was supported
by architectural expert David Clark, of
the Oxfordshire Buildings Record, and
Michael Dawson, a specialist historian
in the field who has recently published a
book entitled Boathouses of Britain.

The boathouse complex by the mill
stream, comprising a showroom, boat
storage and repair workshops with
accommodation for the manager, was
designed by London architect Percy
Stone, FRIBA, and completed in 1894.
Boats were hired from the wharf
alongside until the 1980s. In Gothic : L
Revival style, the building still retains The High Street facing side of the boathouse early on.
many of its original features both inside Photographer: Henry William Taunt Source: Historic England Archive
and out, and is a time capsule from the
Thames Victorian boating boom.

For nearly 100 years the former boat showroom was occupied by the Post Office. Until recently it was a Royal Mail sorting
office and a dental practice is housed in the old manager’s flat. An Oxfordshire Blue Plaque to Sam Saunders was mounted
on the bu11d1ng in 2013 The property is owned by Hobbs of Henley and is presently up for sale.

Historic England Listing offers
; legal protection to culturally
“a . significant buildings, ensuring

o ; their preservation for future
generations and contributing to
the nation’s heritage.

On hearing news of the success
4 of the Listing submission to

® Historic England, Enid Worsley
said: ‘We’re delighted that
HE agreed with us that this
building is very special and of
@ great importance to the Goring
{ community. We're glad that it’s
now safe for future residents to
| enjoy.’
Sarah Gibson, Listing Team
| Leader for Historic England said:
‘The boathouse is a picturesque
part of Goring-on-Thames and
a prominent local landmark. Its
gl listing celebrates the building’s

| design and its origin as the early
" business premises of Samuel
Saunders who became one of
England’s leading boatbuilders

A photograph by Hemy Wllllam Taunt showmg the boathouse date 1894-1 900
Photo Source: Historic England Archive

and engineers.’
Information about the listing can be found at: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1493438
An article about the history of the boathouse appeared in the February 2024 issue of GGN.
See also photographs on pages 1, 43 and 44.
Janet Hurst, Enid Worsley
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CLEEVE LWDGE

Residential Care Home
For The Elderly

= Specialising in 24 hour Dementia
and Old age Care

m Respite Care

= Long-term Residential Care

» Daycare

m Victorian country house set in beautiful
grounds, located on'a private road
in Goring On Thames

= Gold standards framework commendation
for end-of-life care

= Enriching and Empowering the lives of the
local community for over 40 years

GREENLANDS FARM, MOULSFORD
RURAL BUSINESS CENTRE

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL & STORAGE UNITS
VARYING SIZES TO SUIT

3ph SUPPLY, BROADBAND

| OFFICES—3 x 600sq ft, can be put together |

ALLWITH 24 HOUR ACCESS & COMPETETIVE RATES
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PHONE JOHN,BEACROFT, 07730046514

CHAUCERS

Picture Framing
& Fine Art Restoration

Specialists in Traditional & Modern Picture Framing
Conservation materials & speciality UV glass
Restoration & cleaning / Free quotes & guidance

01491 652984 / 07887 775 570

email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
website: www.chaucersframing.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation
B Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

Call-Wallingford 01491 833282

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

If you're no longer using your TV aerial,
why not have it removed to improve the
look of your home and before it falls down
and damages your property!

Fully trained in working at heights and fully insured.
Call Oxford Aerials today!

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call- Wallingford 01491833282

Lee Webb Plumbing

Heating & Plumbing Services
Oil, Gas & LPG boilers — Installation,
Repairs & Servicing
Gas Safe & OFTEC registered
Worcester Accredited Installer
Mob: 07712 592307

LL: 01491 834984/01635 202097

G.A. Giles

established 1987

Building - Roofing « Maintenance

07771 695745
grahamegiles49@gmail.com
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MUSIC and ARTS Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.coml

Mary Hopkin continues to sing with her daughter Jessica

Jessica Lee Morgan, who grew up in Henley-on-Thames and has spent most of
her life on the Berkshire/Oxfordshire border, is a notable singer, musician and
composer who plays a variety of instruments, guitar, piano, violin, saxophone,
and more, and has performed in major concert halls from the Toronto Opera
House to London’s Royal Festival Hall, and even performed in Dylan Thomas’s
play Under Milk Wood with Sir Ian McKellen.

It’s not surprising that Jessica has musical genes for she was born into a
famous musical family. Her mother is singer Mary Hopkin, discovered by
Beatle Paul McCartney, who produced her record Those were the days which
shot straight to number one and sold over eight million copies, and launched
her into an extraordinary career, from pantomime at The London Palladium to
representing Britain in the Eurovision Song Contest: that’s Jessica’s mum.

Jessica’s father is Tony Visconti, who produced all the hit records of David Vrd 4 4 : ‘

Bowie, T-Rex, Sparks, and many other 60s stars! Mary Hopkin with daughter Jessica

Jessica has now written a book called You know what you should do! with an
album of the same title. Part of the book is autobiographical, when Jessica describes what it’s like to grow up with famous
parents, from visits with neighbour George Harrison, to going to work at the studio with her dad, and making coffee for
David Bowie, to the downside of fame, going to the supermarket with her mum to buy groceries, and trying to hide from
fans demanding her autograph.

Mary has now retired from singing in public, but is still writing and recording albums. Jessica has always been close to
her mother, and they recently recorded a beautiful album together, called Two Hearts, mostly with songs they had both
written, which took them back into the charts and is regularly played on heritage radio stations.

In her book, Jessica also talks about the music world today, and her fierce protection of musicians who can no longer
make money from selling records when everyone is downloading their songs online.

On Friday 10 October you are invited to meet Jessica at an Author’s Night at The Morrell Room in Church Lane Streatley.
Doors open at 7pm for drinks and snacks. Programme begins at 7.30pm. Jessica will talk about her book, share some
humorous stories about growing up in the music business, perhaps answer a few questions from the audience, and sing a
few songs. Her book will be available to buy, as well as some of Jessica and Mary’s recent albums. The Morrell Room is a
beautiful historic building, with only 60 seats, for an up-close intimate evening with Jessica. but it means tickets will go
fast! Tickets are only £10 each and available online www.trybooking.com/uk/FFAX Jonathan Clifion

Youth combine with experience at August fundraising jazz gig

We have an amazing number of incredibly talented musicians in our villages, including many up-and-coming young ones.
And we also have people who will organise and plan and on Friday 22 August in Goring Village Hall, the trustees of the
Goring and Streatley Young Musicians Trust produced a wonderful fundralsmg charity concert.

Leading the younger musicians were:

¢ Anna Shackleton (vocals)

* Chris Preston (trumpet)

* Martin Pickett (keyboards)

¢ Pete Howard (bass)

e Jon Buxton (drums)

And then there were the young musicians themselves:
Theo Warren (tenor saxophone) currently in his second
year at Trinity Laban Conservatoire studying jazz, Iris
Rushbrooke (trumpet) who is studying at the Royal
Academy of Music, Emma Storrie (trombone), who
runs the Leeds University Big Band and Olivia Brownlee
(tenor sax) who is currently studying for her A-levels.
All of these young players are well-known locally as
they began their musical journey in the starter band of
the Goring and Streatley Concert Band.

The concert was vibrant, exciting and excellent.
The music was a classic collection of vocals and
instrumentals. There were familiar standards, stirring The concert in progress
ballads and many more that had us humming and tapping
along!

Many other superlatives were used, including (from audience members):

* Magnificent! A triumph! Congratulations to you all
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JJP Roofers

RGA ond all other oreas
Local to Goring & Strentley

Replocement roofs, repairs,

brickwork, pointing, & flot roofs
Free estimates. Fully insured

jiproofers@gmail.com
01491 8N521

07740 280055

07900 333635

At Cranford, we are proud to
offer a vibrant, exciting and
motivating education to boys
and girls aged 3-18. Come and
join us at one of our upcoming
open events to see our school in
action for yourself. Book your

place online. Welcome!

A CRANFORD
<,

SCHOOL

% CAVERSHAM Join our newsletter at cavershampictureframer.co.uk

to find out about all our events

PICTURE
FRAMER

0118 9481610
5a Church Rd, Caversham, RG4 7AA
framing@cavershampictureframer.co.uk

STUART GILES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

TEL : 01491 873613 MOBILE : 07919 102412

3 ELVENDON RD, GORING ON THAMES,
Nr READING, BERKS, RG8 OEA

THE CATHERINE WHEEL

Join us for our Legendary Quiz!
.2nd‘Sunday_ of the month from 7.30pm + Make sure to book a table!

Dan’s Deli ib‘us;Dest'ination Pizza‘s & Full Food Menu

M} info@tcwgoring.co.uk
i www.tcwgoring.co.uk u “ 0]
or phone 01491 872379 @TCWGoring

The Heant of the Vittage

Manor Café at Howbery MANOR CAFE

JUEe « vd

ol
Howbery

@ Hot & cold drinks, homemade cakes: il day

L Breakfast: 9 00am -10.30am

@ Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11.00am - 2.00pm

@ Other hot and cold lunch options: 11 30am - 1.30pm

Order at table or online | Takeway service
Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

www.howberypark.com
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MUSIC and ARTS continued 1

* Magical is the word!!
* The flow between Theo and Martin on Body and Soul has to be one of the highlights of the evening. And Anna’s encore
A brilliant night of music from these consummate professionals

* Theo Warren has the most gorgeous sound

* Drum, bass and keyboard all worked so well together and so tight

e Anna — what a star! Such a beautiful, clear voice!

Claire Salmon, MD of the Starter Band and a trustee of Goring and Streatley Young Musicians Trust, said: ‘We
have known these young players since they were about 10 or 11 years old and are so proud to be witnessing their
transformation into such accomplished performers.’

What is Goring and Streatley Young Musicians Trust? It’s a wonderful initiative set up by Paul Gillion, Ruth Jolly and
David and Claire Salmon to ensure that the musical opportunities they had when young remain available to all our young
people today. Claire said: ‘The barriers are more numerous than we ever imagined but with the generous support of
individuals, grant-giving bodies and audiences at this and other fundraising events, we will do our utmost to encourage
and support and grow grass-roots music in this area.” For more information about the Trust and what it does, see their
website: www.goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk or email info@goringandstreatleyymt.co.uk

Here’s to the next concert! Patricia Williams

A musical journey across the Atlantic

Goring Chamber Choir presents an enchanting afternoon of North American choral music on Saturday 8 November 2025 at
3pm at St Thomas of Canterbury Church,.

Discover the hidden gems of choral music from across the pond. While you may already love the soaring harmonies of
Eric Whitacre and the luminous compositions of Morten Lauridsen, prepare to be captivated by the extraordinary voices of
Canadian composers who are just beginning to enchant British audiences.

From the beautiful and accessible works of Toronto’s Eleanor Daley to the lesser-known Stephen Hatfield from Vancouver
Island and Barry Peters from Nova Scotia on the Atlantic coast, this concert will transport you through Canada’s vast
musical landscape of remarkable discoveries. You will also hear hauntingly familiar folk songs — from the beloved Red River
Valley that began its journey in Canada to the achingly beautiful Newfoundland song She’s like the Swallow.

Connecting traditions old and new from the USA and Canada, programme highlights include:

* Eric Whitacre’s tender Seal Lullaby (setting Kipling’s poem originally composed for a film that never happened)

* Rupert Lang’s world-music-influenced Mass for Many Nations

* A fresh, moving setting of Robert Burns’ Banks of Doon from Donna Gartman Schultz

* Randall Stroope’s passionate Amor de mi alma

This promises to be an afternoon of musical exploration and discovery, showcasing voices both familiar and wonderfully
new. Come and let Goring Chamber Choir take you on this transatlantic musical adventure—we guarantee you’ll leave
humming melodies you've never heard before but will never forget.

The Musical Director is Frances Brewitt-Taylor and the accompanist is Steve Bowey.

Tickets are £15, free for under-18s and obtainable from a choir member, from Inspiration in Goring, from Garlands
Organic in Pangbourne, or on the door. See www.goringchamberchoir.org.uk

Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir
revisit Goring

We are delighted to announce that the Oxford
Welsh Male Voice Choir are returning to St
Thomas’ Church to give a concert at 7pm on
Saturday 11 October. The tickets, costing £20,
include a glass of wine or soft drink in the
interval. The concert is in aid of church funds
and tickets are available on
www.trybooking.com/uk/FBWM or from
Inspiration. Book your tickets early to ensure a
place for this popular concert.

Elizabeth Parkinson Eos
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J w o Reeds Art Gallery

-+ 4% and Picture Framing

Bespoke Picture Framing, Local Art, unusual jewellery,
Ceramics & Wood Turning in the heart of Goring on
Thames

Tel: 01491 902122

2 The Arcade, High Street, RG8 9AY
dee@reedsartandframing.co.uk
www.reedsartandframing.co.uk

=
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LYNDHURST
RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL

Group and private Pilates classes.

EAMILY RUN FOR OVER TWO DECADES Beginner, mixed ability and Pilates for the Older

01491 871 325 Person, in Goring and Woodcote, email

lindseykentpilates@gmail.com or go to

For more info call or email lyndhurst@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com www. lk-pilates.net

T T.D.LANCASTER
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Domestic, agency and commercial
chimney sweeping in & around Goring

Solid fuel, oil, gas, biomass flues Twn I
5 # A
{1 11C

01491 877 319 : Chrisi

v

tdichimneysweep.co.uk

Great Parking
Vast Range
Loyalty Scheme
Local Deliveries

Blake's Pet Foods, The Lodge, Old Reading Road,
Wallingford, OX10 8BW

Ll 1 ¢ ~anvivacliih o i1le Ahrict
Tel: 01491 834911 W, icad 1o Coppaciub.Co.uK I
OPEN 9am-5pm Mon to Sat Blakes {0 bOOK your celebration

www.blakespets.co.uk PET FOODS & ACCESSORIES
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MUSIC and ARTS continued 1

Goring and Streatley Band Clarinet Ensemble concert
On Sunday 19 October at 4pm in St Mary’s Streatley, The Goring and :

Streatley Band Clarinet Ensemble will be playing pieces from medieval
to modern composers including works by Schubert, Perez, Hude,
Pergolesi, Mahler, Bratton, Dorff, Bochsa & Schmidt and Grundman.
Tickets on the door only, £10 full, £8 concessions which includes any
members of GSCB, £5 for 11-16 year-olds, free for under 10s.
We will fit everyone in! Enquiries: please text to 07762 339853

Several local musicians are planning to put on a
concert to raise money for the Friends of Goring
Library’s plan to develop the land next to the
Library into a pleasant garden area.

Local residents are already thrilled with the
recent refurbishing of the interior of the Library,
providing more space for bookshelves, children’s
Storytime, author talks and other events. Now the
Friends of Goring Library are planning to develop
the new garden area outside.

Local musicians have offered to perform at a
concert at the Morrell Room in Streatley on Friday
3 October, with all proceeds going to the library
project.

Among the artists so far announced are the
popular singing trio Harlequin, the musical
duo Vagabond and the band Rural Broadband.
Several other musicians are being added to the

Harlequin

Vagabond

programme, plus some surprises. There will be
drinks, food, raffles and musical games, providing
an entertaining evening. The money raised will
help provide even more facilities and activities
at our lovely library. Tickets, £15, are available
online, with a few available for cash at the library.
See www.trybooking.com/uk/FFYO

Jonathan Clifton

Rural Broadband

September 2025 11



— -_—
Awarded Lifetime
Membership of the

Association of
Reflexologists.

Full Accreditation

to the National
Hypnotherapy Society
and ITEC

Qualified since 1991

Based in the centre of
Goring-on-Thames

Sarah Loveland 1)

2 MAPLE TREE
, b CHARTERED TAX
= = ADVISER

Tax dﬁceaunts PayroL )_,AT
Bookkeeplﬂt‘f

Please get in tpuch for local profess:unaw[)a,dV|ce. 2
4 e, 4
¢ v

v {

3

www.mapletreeservices:.com A Y
Tel: 01491 872162 or 07768 926042

HOMEBASE

PROPERTY

* WHATEVER YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS *

LETTINGS & s Alls

MANAGEMENT

01491 824470 | info@hb-pm.co.uk

12

Let's make financial advice personal

You probably know where you want your inheritance to go when you die. But
making sure your legacy gets to the right people at the right time can be hard
work. There's a lot to think about, from clearly documenting your intentions to
making the most of gifting allowances and pinpointing legitimate ways to
mitigate Inheritance Tax.

We offer a friendly, local service, backed by the strength and security of FTSE 100
company St. James's Place Wealth Management. Let us guide you through the

estate planning maze and make sure your inheritance plans come good.

Let's start a conversation

Partner Practice

3 High St, Goring

07958 946506 S! -
NigelHelen  Nigelhelen@sjpp.co.uk ]ames S
Partner https://hendredfinancialpartners.co.uk/ Place

S Approved 26/02/2025

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
Let her visit you in your own home to help
relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

P Full PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HCPC registered

Registered NHS Audiologist
Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited.
Registered in England No.07810066

LUCINDA
BEELLIS
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Be grate-full for every plate-full

To help us avoid taking harvest for granted, join us to give thanks and to pray for farmers across the world at our Harvest
Festival on Sunday 5 October, 9.30am at St Thomas’ or 11.15am at St Mary’s Streatley. All are welcome.

Food for thought this harvest-time
Use your LOAF for all your types of food:
* Local - reduce food miles, get to know and love your farmers, bakers, shopkeepers. Pray for them.
* Organic - no pesticides or poisons going into the environment for future troubles.
* Animal friendly — affordable for you and the world to come.
* Fairtrade - so everyone involved has a realistic wage and is able to care for their families.
Other ideas:
* Can you avoid plastic wrapping? Or always re-use it.
* Take your own containers to a take-away or shop. Ask for a discount for that, while you’re at it!
* Buy a big sack of flour, or rice or ...in bulk and share with a neighbour.
* Grow and share what you grow. Eat seasonally ripe food.
* Make and share with neighbours.
What good ideas have you got to share? Let’s encourage each other with the difference we can each make.
Revd Ben Phillips

Langtree School 2025 exam results

We are delighted to celebrate the excellent exam results achieved by our Year 11 students in

their GCSE and other public exams. The class of 2025 have maintained Langtree’s proud history

of achieving outstanding outcomes for students of all abilities. This cohort (and the next) are Langtree
arguably the ones affected most by the pandemic, as they missed out on the end of KS2 and much SCHOOL

of our exceptional transition programme at the start of their secondary education. They also had
their SATs exams cancelled, which makes progress metrics that we usually use to judge their
achievements difficult.

Nevertheless, our students have achieved an Attainment 8 score of 58.4 points (which would have put us in the top 8%
of schools nationally last year) and 81% achieved five or more Level 2 (previously A*-C) passes including English and
Maths. 38% of all the grades were grade 7 or above (equivalent to the old A grade).

It can be invidious to name students who did extremely well as so many of our students achieved, or even exceeded,
the extremely high targets set for them. However, Hannah who got eleven grade 9s, Mia and Iris with ten grade 9s and
Melissa, Dylan, Dom and Matthew who all got more than seven top grades, are among our highest achieving students. We
are equally proud of the students who made great progress while with us. Students such as Thomas, Briana, Sean, Jake
and Jess all smashed the ambitious targets we set for them, beating these estimates by an average of at least two grades.
This reflects their hard work and willingness to go above and beyond our expectations to achieve the very best results they
are capable of.

This is a great achievement for our young people and the staff who worked so hard to support them. Some of our greatest
successes are students who will not top any attainment lists, but battled incredibly hard to achieve very good outcomes and
a number overcame some significant personal challenges to achieve results that they should be very proud of.

Simon Bamford
Headteacher of Langtree School

New trustees required at Langtree School

Langtree’s recent exam results have maintained our school’s proud tradition of achieving outstanding outcomes for
students of all abilities, and we warmly congratulate all our class of 25!

Looking ahead, the Langtree Academy Trust is now looking for one or two new trustees to join the Finance committee
and our dedicated and enthusiastic Board of Governance. Potential trustees should have financial experience and be willing
to play an active role in overseeing school-budget expenditure and contributing to major spending decisions.

Langtree School firmly believes that all students deserve every possible opportunity and the support required to achieve
their full potential, and we aim to provide not just a fantastic academic, social and cultural education, but also abundant
pastoral support for our whole Langtree community.

New trustees are offered online training, not only in the first few months following appointment to help them better
understand and fulfil their governance role, but also to support them going forward. We encourage all trustees to become
involved with the educational aims and priorities of this small but highly popular local secondary school and expect them
to attend as many of the regular committee and board meetings as possible, either in person or remotely (there is usually a
total of 12 meetings held over each academic year).

The Trust Board would be glad to hear from any interested parties, including parents — and in particular from members
of the wider community. Anyone who is interested in learning more about this great opportunity to make a very real
difference at a local level should please contact me at adunstan@langtreeschool.com Thank you! Alan Dunstan

Chair of Trustees, Langtree School

September 2025 13



I‘T'b mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk
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The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 SDD

T.JOSLYN
TREE SURGERY

Qualified including NPTC {(National proficiency tests council)

Fully insured for all tree wark

FENCING CONTRACTOR, LANDSCAPING
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Designed to your requirements

Logs always available  free estimates
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THE GRANGE

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME:

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1985
01491 872 853

For more info call or email thegrange@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning for your
home

Exipert

Carpet Cleaning Services
We have been cleaning carpets and
soft furnishings in your area for over 25 years.

Call today for your no obligation quote

01491 818606

Carpet, Upholstery, Rug and Curtain cleaning
www.ExpertCarpetCleaningServices.co.uk

Moving to italy? Thinking of learning Italian?

Scrivano Education can help!
Get in touch for

One-to-one lessons in Italian Language,
Literature and Culture

Bespoke Cultural Consultancy and
Relocation Support

contact@scrivanoeducation.com
www.ScrivanoEducation.com
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Recollections of Dr Andy Richards

A retired ophthalmologist from Goring has recalled his life of voluntary medical work, 70 years since graduating from
Cambridge University.

In the attic of his Grade II listed building lay a collection of dusty photo albums containing black and white images.

- . They chronicle the story of a 91-year-old ophthalmologist who spent his life
volunteering around the world, delivering the gift of vision to people who could
A not see before.
| In his light-filled sitting room, Dr Andy Richards put down his leather Gladstone
+| bag, which had served him since graduating from Trinity College in 1955. It
was filled with vintage surgical ophthalmic magnifying spectacles and metal
| instruments, including micro forceps, needle holders and iris scissors, which he
used to operate on thousands of patients worldwide.

Dr Richards, who received an OBE from the late Queen Elizabeth II, qualified at
Guy’s Hospital, trained at Moorfields Eye Hospital and worked as a consultant at
the Royal Berkshire Hospital and Townlands Hospital in Henley.

' During his extensive career, he has worked in the UK and volunteered for global
charities focussed on eye healthcare including Sightsavers International, formerly the Royal Commonwealth Society for the
Blind, and the Christian Blind Mission.

He specialised in corneal infections, grafts and diabetic retinopathy.

Dr Richards followed in the footsteps of his father, Harry, who trained as a GP at Guy’s Hospital in London and died in
1975.

He said: ‘It was natural that I followed him. I was going to join him in his practice in Cambridge, but he thought it would
be a good idea for me to learn about ear, nose and throat, but I liked ophthalmology very much.

‘I learned on the job, first by assisting and then by doing a little bit, then a little bit more until eventually, after seven
years, [ was allowed to do a whole operation myself.’

He started operating using magnifying spectacles, but as technology advanced during his career, he learnt new and more
effective techniques, such as using an operating microscope for intra-ocular surgery.

He said: ‘The surgeries we did at the start were much simpler than they became. Before the 1980s, patients who had
cataract surgeries had to wear thick spectacles to focus after they’d had the opaque cataract lens removed.

‘Intra-ocular lenses were introduced, which made it more complicated, but the results were much better for patients.’

After qualifying at Moorfields and before Dr Richards became a consultant, he secured a visit to India to teach in the
1960s, which he described as life-changing.

He said: ‘One of the consultants, Sir Harold Ridley, who pioneered the intra-ocular lens, was one of my teachers. He was
a great character and inspiration to us all and he introduced me to Sight Savers International’.

‘In 1969, I was invited to visit eye hospitals in India to help learn and teach. I saw how basic, good eye surgery was
brought to masses of people at eye camps, which were temporary hospitals set up in tents or schools for people who
couldn’t afford to travel to hospitals.” Dr Richards described the Indian doctors and nurses he worked with as ‘wonderfully
skilled’. He said: ‘They were the best of the best. They were so dexterous. Their hands were wonderful, and they could do a
cataract operation in minutes.’

From 1971, Dr Richards taught and operated at eye clinics across the world and completed 34 visits sponsored with
Sightsavers International, including to Bangladesh, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria and Sri Lanka.

Patients would spend up to 30 minutes in surgery before being laid down on a blanket of hay, as replacement beds, in the
makeshift eye wards.

Family members would care for them by bathing and feeding them. The patients’ eyes would be covered with a pad for
10 days to allow them to heal following the operation.

Speaking tearfully, Dr Richards recalled his favourite memory was helping a completely blind ngerlan man to see agam
in 1971. :

He said: ‘My star was emaciated and completely blind. His walk was
unsteady, and he was very neglected. The nurses cared for him and fed him
up. Every time he saw me, he would wave with pure enjoyment. He was my
favourite patient ever.

‘We discharged him after a few weeks, and took him home in the Land Rover. |§
I watched him take in his surroundings slowly when we stopped at his village
and then he walked off hesitantly. I was filming on a movie camera hoping he
would look back and wave. [ wanted to run after him but I did not. It was his
moment. ‘He was clearly overcome with seeing where he had grown up, as he
probably hadn’t seen it for years.’

After retiring in 1999, he was a trustee of IRIS Asia, a small charitable
international non-government organisation, supporting static and mobile eye
care in Nepal, Cambodia and Sri Lanka.

He was also a regular visiting consultant for Second Sight, a UK-based non-

Dr Andy Richards and his favourzte patient,
a completely blind Nigerian man, whom he
helped to see again in 1997
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government organisation, carrying out eye surgeries in India.

Dr Richards reminisced on all the ups and downs of his
career, but noted there were many more happy memories than
not.

‘They were the best times of my whole life,” he said. ‘I was
so happy with these people because the need was so great.
We worked from morning until night, and the staff were
happy to support me through all our adventures. There were
a few disasters, but no doctor ever has 100 per cent success,
unfortunately.

‘There were mostly good times, and I look back on the
experience so positively and lovingly.’

Dr Richards said he enjoyed his time working at hospitals in
and around Oxfordshire. 34 sponsored visits with the Royal Commonwealth Society for

He said: ‘The Royal Berkshire Hospital had a wonderful eye 3¢ Blind All photos © Andy Richards
department, and the consultants were really good. There was
hardly anyone on the waiting lists, our staff were tip top and we had a very good training programme.’

‘Townlands was also wonderful with weekly eye clinics. It was busy with many interesting patients and local GPs.’

Article by Alex Carter for The Henley Standard, reprinted by kind permission.

Proposed weight limit for the B4009 at Streatley Hill - please give your opinion
Following on from West Berkshire Council’s recognition of the need to reduce speed on Streatley Hill, focus has switched
to achieving a logical restriction in vehicle weight limit there, to a maximum of 18T if not lower At present the B4009 at
Streatley Hill carries no weight restriction, meaning that any articulated lorry up ; ‘
to six axles and 44T can enter/exit Streatley via Streatley Hill.

However, there is insufficient space for such a vehicle to navigate the crossroads
and all other roads away from Streatley carry weight restrictions. In addition,
navigation systems automatically direct vehicles to exit via Streatley Hill should
they erroneously enter by one of the restricted routes. Conducting a right angle
turn from the A329 simply places at risk the buildings either side of the narrow
entrance and a number of recorded collisions have resulted.

Many will remember when in November 2016 a lorry destroyed the chimney and
damaged walls of a house at the crossroads, causing huge disruption for several
weeks with ensumg road closures for repairs and restricted road width due to

smmn  scaffolding. Not to mention the numerous times

§ The Bull Hotel has been hit causing damage.
f 18T limits exist on the Wantage and
Wallingford Roads from the North and a 7.5T
restriction applies to the Thames bridge and
through Goring High Street from the East.

7.5T is also the maximum weight over the
railway bridge adjacent Beale Park and through
Pangbourne (for structural safety and due to
el physical restraints). All these restrictions are considered to be sensible, however they
result in a situation whereby articulated 40T vehicles may arrive in Streatley without an
exit, as space is not available for turning around to exit via Streatley Hill.

Logically, the western access into Streatley should be restricted to a maximum 18T
weight limit or less, to ensure vehicles of a certain size (dimension and weight) are only
allowed by exception.

To be clear, this step would not restrict legitimate access by HGVs for the purpose
of making deliveries or collections to properties and businesses within the weight
i restrictions (nor access by local agricultural/ farm vehicles). However, driving through a
# restricted area without a legitimate purpose is an offence.

i Following concerns raised by residents of both Goring and Streatley that recently there
appears to be an increase of large HGVs passing through, Streatley Parish Council are
seeking to address the weight limit issue in the same manner as for speed and this petition
has been created to allow all residents in and around the Gap to indicate their views.

Your opinion matters and will support our ability to continue escalating this matter.

To have your say, please visit www.streatley.org and scroll down to Petition — Streatley Hill Weight limit and click on
Streatley Hill Weight Limit Petition. Adrian Lockwood

Streatley Parish Council
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

who accepts no responsibility for views expressed

The Editor welcomes your letters — normally no more than 350 words please — but reserves the right to edit them

August GGN correction

Dear Editor—I am writing to correct you concerning the
article on Page 25 in August GGN, about the Bourdillon
playground opening in 1952. This mentioned the
presentation of the flowers to Mrs Bourdillon. The flowers
were presented by Julie Comley not Marion Cowley. Julie
Comley was my aunt. Angela Bell

Statue bench suggested

Dear Editor—Is it not time that our village had a sculpture
representing one of our famous residents? Some towns

in our vicinity have erected wonderful sculptures of their
famous residents. Wallingford has a statue bench of
Agatha Christie, Henley has Steve Redgrave, Newbury has
Paddington Bear and Maidenhead has Nicholas Winton.

Over the years we have had many famous people
who have resided in either Goring or Streatley. To name
but a few, we have had Bomber Harris (wartime air
commander), Danny La Rue (entertainer), Anton Rogers
(actor), Samuel Saunders (boat builder), George Michael
(singer) and of course Oscar Wilde (poet and playwright).

It is not easy to decide on a statue for our village that
would bring the greatest benefit to our local economy.
There is however, one person who stands out that would
bring footfall to the village and help to generate income
for our struggling pubs, guest houses and shops.

This person to my mind would be the controversial
figure of George Michael. He has written and sung
some wonderful music which people will dance to for
decades to come. He was very generous to the village and
sponsored part of St Thomas’ Church upgrade. He has a
chair in St Thomas’ under his real name.

Twice a year, his fan club descend on our village and
they are all well-behaved and have a great time. (For
those that have not seen my videos of George Michael’s
fans in Goring they can be found online by searching for

‘YouTube Rickards George Michael’.)
To maintain the interest for his fans throughout the
year, I suggest creating a George Michael statue bench.
Chris Rickards

Motorcyclists
Dear Editor—Almost every day I read in the local
news of road traffic collisions involving a motorcycle.
I have experienced two incidents recently where the
motorcyclists were at fault.

On 16 August, around 2pm, on the A417 leaving
Streatley going towards Wantage — at the dip in the
road just as you leave the built-up area, a line of cars
heading towards Streatley was waiting for a safe place
to pass three cyclists. As we approached a motorcyclist
came around the bend at the top of the hill approaching,
at speed, on the wrong side of the road. My husband,
braking very hard, managed to avoid a nasty accident.

The other incident occurred on the A4074 coming out
of Caversham — one motorbike overtook me at a speed,
above the limit of 30mph as [ was driving at 27mph, at
the brow of the hill and sped off into the distance Within
seconds, a second motorbike also past me at such a speed
that it was forced to go the wrong way around a Keep Left
sign as there was insufficient space to pull over despite
me braking.

Whilst I do understand that it is not always the fault of
the motorcyclist, can I ask that any local motorcyclists,
or the family of motorcyclists, are reminded that they are
not the only road users and that the consequences of their
actions are far reaching on their family and friends, and
those of others involved in the incident.

I would also urge motorists to be vigilant when
travelling, particularly around the local lanes.

Hazel Preston-Barnes

Volunteer puppy trainers needed

Hearing Dogs for Deaf People is a national charity that trains dogs to
alert deaf people to important and potentially life-saving sounds like

smoke alarms, fire alarms and intruder alarms.

Hearing dogs provide practical and emotional support to those who
have hearing loss — but it all starts with our dedicated volunteers, who
give up their time to care for and train a puppy in their own home.

Right now, we have an urgent need to take on 30 more volunteer
puppy trainers in South Oxfordshire. Volunteers don’t need any
previous experience — just a love of dogs and time to spare. Full support
and training will be provided by our expert team. All costs are covered

by the charity.

If you love dogs and have some time to spare, why not volunteer? We
are urgently looking for kind-hearted dog lovers in and around Goring
who would be interested in caring for and training a puppy who will go

on to transform the life of a deaf person.

In puppy training - Kai

Visit https://www.hearingdogs.org.uk/volunteer/ or call 01844

348129 to find out more.
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My ‘Peregrine experience’ in the Gap

It’s been three hours watching the same bird sit motionless on the same
telegraph pole. With a portable chair and the taste of coffee on my palette I'm
working hard to stay focussed. Hang on...she’s stretching her feathers...she’s
flying...coming towards me from 200yds away...she might fly right over me!
After a week of effort, don’t mess this up Simon...

My eyes flick across the viewfinder and my fingers check the function keys ...
fast shutter... check, autofocus set... check, exposure... check, video settings...
check!

With short shallow ‘hunting’ wing beats she comes. I grab video as she comes
across the hillside then switch to stills. A few presses of the shutter give me over
100 images...perfect! She casts me a glance as she draws level and banks right
up the hill. She soars high above Cameron’s Copse and pivots; a flock of crows
take to the air... I wonder if she’s onto something?

I switch to video...is this a ‘stoop’? Suddenly she starts to accelerate and the
wings fold back like an F22 and I catch my breath; she hurtles toward the brow
of the hill at 45 degrees. I struggle to follow and she plummets behind the brow
as an unsuspecting crow is hit by a set of steak knives doing 150mph! After three days ofwaching at 300 yds, then

I scamper up the hillside as fast as lens and camera will allow. But...nothing, 5 yds, suddenly the adolescent moved close
except my heart pounding and the surge of elation. I'd just watched the fastest ,, ;9 yds!
animal on earth do its thing...the ‘stoop’ with in-flight images and a video!

Capturing these moments was the culmination of patience, perseverance, learning and some teamwork. So let me explain
the backstory to my ‘Peregrine experience’.

Finding the visitors

It all started when a local birder called me to say that he’d seen a couple of Peregrines over South Stoke. This presented a
great photographic opportunity, these birds are rarely seen in the Gap. Peregrine falcons are protected and are often ringed
for identification and named. Our visitor’s ring could be seen from photos and Cholsey wildlife confirmed her as ‘Green 66/,
ringed in Brighton in 2014 and nesting on a pylon in Cholsey until it was repainted. Green 66 and her two offspring were
in our area for a week, offering fantastic views of their incredible cream/brown plumage and those fearsome talons. Here’s
how the story unfolded:

Day 1 Tuesday 6pm - I get a call: Tm up on The Postman’s Path watching a Peregrine roost on a telegraph pole,
you should get up here!’ I grab my binoculars and camera and head out towards Woodcote, eventually seeing a raptor
sitting on a telegraph pole 300yds away, sadly too far away for photos. Raptor’s eyesight means she knew I was there, but
nevertheless she sat soaking up the evening heatwave sun until she flew off after 20 minutes. Later on, I'm trudging on
the road past Bullocks Farm when I hear the characteristic noisy calls of Peregrines. Three birds (a mother and two female
juveniles) fly over me, calling overhead and heading for Cameron’s Copse.

Day 2 Wednesday 7am - [ walk % mile to The Postman’s Path. Reaching the brow, a Peregrine is still sitting on top of
the telegraph pole. I carefully take pictures every 20yds and stop well away, an adult female. A Buzzard passes by and the
Peregrine leaps, making a bee-line right for it. They clash in mid-air and the buzzard leaves!

At 7.30am she’s back and roosts on a telegraph pole. I suddenly see the two juveniles sitting side by side on a nearby
pole. (I never have worked out how raptors
and owls can just ‘appear’ like magic when
you don’t pay 500% attention.) They take
to the air for a magical display of acrobatic
speed and agility. As they wheel and
joust, it’s so much more than a game. It’s
practice for the Peregrine’s real superpower:
hunting.

Day 3 Friday 7.30am - I set off early
again...at 9.50am a juvenile sits in the high
field. At 10am it relocates to a telegraph
pole and at 10.20 shifts to a closer pole
and I get some better shots (see Image 3).
At 10.30 she flies and I get my first image
of the adolescent Peregrine, with a shot of
her beautiful brown back and cream tipped
wings and tail! (see Image 4). I go home
happy and excited.

Day 4 Saturday 7am - full camo gear,
chair, flask of coffee, ready to wait it out. A

Protecting her juveniles. Buzzards beware, do not come close Buzzard had taken residence on the central
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pole and this was not a good sign, but

I wait. At 8.20 a Peregrine flies by at
about 150yds and disappears, heading
toward Moulsford. At 9.30 my birder
friend phones: ‘Can you see me? I'm up
on the top of Grove Road watching those
roe deer.” We chat and with a panoramic
view we observe birds scattering and
lots of movement, we wonder if a
predator is nearby?

At 10.34 T adjust my seat and realise a
Peregrine is on a nearby telegraph pole.
We sit and we wait and at 10.45 the
birder has to leave. I say: T1l probably
wait another 30 minutes and see what
happens.’ I wait and wait a little more
and it is 33 minutes before at 11.18 she
launches, flying close and I photograph
that magnificent ‘stoop’ manoeuvre
described above. Capping off another
fabulous morning and vindicating my
patience and four days of persistence.

Raptor hierarchies
Having spent the bulk of 13 hours sitting Sparring adolescent Peregrines
on a hillside waiting for Peregrines to do
something, the raptor hierarchies become clear. The small but feisty Kestrel stays out of the way looking for voles, close
to farm buildings. The Kites glide around waiting for carrion or worms and despite size, they don’t seem to mess with the
Peregrine family.

Peregrine falcons are among the most formidable raptors and highly territorial, especially around their offspring and
as [ experienced, will aggressively see off other raptors such as buzzards if they get too close. Peregrines are known to
dominate, due to their significant size and aggression.

Peregrine: The fastest animal on earth
At just over a metre wingspan, the Peregrine is the 7% largest UK raptor. They have powerful shallow wingbeats when
hunting. Short, quick strokes propel them through the air with agility and speed.

Their bodies have evolved with specialist innovations for high velocity with a streamlined sleek body for reduced air
resistance. They attain speeds of over 320 km/h (200 mph) in a dive.

Long, pointed wings mean less drag, great lift and manoeuvrability — watch my video and see how she swivels in the
stoop. The large breastbone (keel) anchors massive flight muscles for fast wingbeat and controlled ‘stooping’. They even
have specialized nostrils with bony tubercles inside that slow and redirect rushing air, preventing their lungs from over-
pressurizing during dives. They have rigid feathers and a stiffened tail to reduce flutter at high speed, acting like a rudder
for precise steering and braking.

Peregrines don’t rely on their talons, they have a
‘tomial tooth’ — a sharp notch on the upper beak that fits
into a corresponding notch on the lower beak to swiftly
sever the spinal cord or neck of their prey, for a rapid
clean kill when striking at extreme speeds in mid-air.

On their way Green 66 has taught her offspring
well. The skills she’s given them and their incredible
physical prowess will hold this family in good stead for
the challenges of life ahead. How marvellous that she
allowed me into her world to share the magnificence of

her family.
With special thanks to local birding communities and
landowners. Simon Booker

www.stokerpix.com/Galleries/
Animals/Peregrine-Falcon ! E ||
See QR Code for my YouTube video

All photos are from originals by
Simon Booker (see gallery link above)

Unlike the slate grey back of adults, juveniles have dark brown backs edited for space in GGN. See also
with a wonderful cream edge Page 44.
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Goring Free Church King’s
During the week 28 July — 1 August we held our annual children’s holiday club, King’s Club. Waste Watchers took on the
theme of how we can protect God’s world and the environment around us. The children were introduced to God’s power to
transform things. 60+ children, aged 5 to 11, attended each day and enjoyed singing, playing games, making crafts, being
entertained by the drama team and puppet shows and generally having lots of fun! The daily ‘rubbish truck emptying’ was
a partlcular hlghhght and something which all the children and helpers enthu51ast1cally responded to.

Football on the Gardiner Rec The rubblsh truck emplymg
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Club 2025 — Waste Watchers

As has become our custom on the Friday afternoon, we had a picnic in the Rectory Garden for the parents and siblings,
where the children could enjoy a bouncy castle and an inflatable assault course as entertainment. A huge thank you has to
go to everybody who was involved, as a fun time was had by all, adults and children alike. Please visit our website

https://www.goringfreechurch.org.uk/special-events/kings-club/ and view the highlights slideshow which provides an
overview of the week.

: B 2N &k B P TR --—::—
Running games on the Gardiner Rec

—= L —
Water jars that turn water into wine
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A child’s eye view of Goring in the fifties

I arrived in the UK in the summer
of 1953 having just turned five.

I flew from Kenya (pronounced
Keenya in those days) where the
Mau-Mau Emergency was at its
height. I was met at London Airport
North (as Heathrow was then
called) and it was just a collection
of wooden huts. I came to Goring
to live with my grandparents and
Goring remained my home on

and off for very many years. My
grandparents were George Weldon
(always known as Tony) and Mary
Jane, always known as Molly. They
lived in Limetree Road.

The day after I arrived my
grandfather took me over to
Henley to get my ration card.

This was then handed over to Reg

Penny who ran the grocer’s shopon "5 .. e " R, llings
the corner of Station Road and Red

Cross Road. I think rationing was abolished soon afterwards. This
ith ei i iscuits i Telephone : Tel :

was a proper grocer with e1ghF pound tins of biscuits in front of = ;r?rl?g 02?2! ; Sma":oﬁi':asﬂt!ieaﬂey
the counter. The bacon was sliced and wrapped for you at your Goring
requested thickness and everything packaged in brown paper
bags and carried home in a wicker shopping basket. j ° s M A L L B o N E

What strikes me in my memory is how many shops and
businesses there were in Goring at the time. Not so Streatley & s o N s ’ I- T D.
which only had Pat Rance’s Wells Stores (sixty different cheeses!) R e St
and Smallbones the builders. Most people shopped daily and it Builders and Contractors

could take some time as everybody knew everybody and had to
stop to chat. I asked my grandmother why I had to wear a cap
because I was always having to take it off when we met someone.

I don’t know how much longer Reg Penny’s shop lasted because
soon we were using Mr Rolling’s shop (Beehive Stores) on the -
corner of Station Road and Manor Road. In those days shops STREATL EY on TH A M Es
usually closed at lunchtime on Saturday and most shops had READING
early closing on Wednesday or Thursday. Drisie

On the High Street there was Colebrook’s the butchers, next
door was the Midland Bank, then Jackson’s the outfitters. The shop had cellophane sheeting in the window to protect the
clothes in the window from getting faded. At this time Goring still had its own bakery but it closed soon afterwards. Next
there was the International Stores, then Nappers. On the other
side of the High Street next to the Free Church was Tylers the
wine merchant and Richard Wilson Solicitors. Further up was
the Taylor Pen factory which provided jobs for the village and
opposite was the chemists.

A little further up was the Police House. On Red Cross Road
was Len Evans electrical shop, opposite the Fire Station and
Franklin’s garage where the Health Centre is now. I'm sure that
| somewhere there was a sweet shop but I can’t remember it. With
| this wealth of shops there was hardly any need to go elsewhere
for day to day needs.

At that age I was not concerned with pubs but Goring had lots:
Ye Olde Miller of Mansfield, The John Barleycorn, The Catherine
Wheel, The Queens Arms, The Sloane and The Magpie. Streatley
of course had The Bull and The Swan. There was even a Gas
Board showroom next to The Catherine Wheel where the
blacksmith used to be. And of course the library.

Winters were much colder then and few houses had full central

Timber Merchants

ESTABLISHED 1867

E——

High Street Goring: Miller, Colebrookes, Midland Bank,
Jacksons
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heating. You really needed your
heavy eiderdown and bed socks at
night and it was common to find
ice on the inside of the window

in the morning. The first winter I
was in Goring we had heavy snow.
A sledge was made for me by one
of the carpenters at WA Hine and
son, probably Dick Franklin. We
went up on to Cow Hill to sledge.

The consequence of the snow
was the flood when the thaw
came. During one of the previous
winters the water was so deep
that George Turner was able to
punt into the drawing room of
Mill Cottage (the late George
Michael’s house). Allegedly,
George tied the punt to one of
the piano legs and went upstairs
to assess the damage. When he
came back down the piano was
also floating out of the door! When the water level dropped a bit and it froze again we could skate on the Streatley water
meadows opposite Thames Bank.

In those days not many houses had telephones. The phone
numbers were only two digits. You had to lift the receiver
and wait for the operator to connect you. There was great
excitement when the ‘new’ telephone exchange was built as
it opened up the possibility of STD. This was not what you
think but Subscriber Trunk Dialling which obviated the need ESTABLISHED 1886
for the operator.

It is self-evident that the Thames is at the heart of the o
Goring Gap and it was very much at the heart of growing up SARACE
in Goring. When old enough we could cycle along the tow
path where there were still some boathouses belonging to bt
the big houses along Manor Road. The foundations of The j a m es F ra n kl I n
Grange’s boathouse are still visible if looked for. But the
boathouses vanished, probably pulled down for health and

Chemist shop and Garden Cenre 7

Customers’ Cars Stored and Driven entively t Owner's Risk

safety reasons. MOTOR AGENT
My grandfather had a skiff which he kept at Hobbs

boathouse. On fine summer days we could go up through CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD

Cleeve Lock or downstream past Gatehampton and picnic on ANY MAKE OF CAR SUPPLIED

one of the small islands.
The lock was the main attraction then as it is today,

providing endless amusement watching the ineptness AGENT FOR—VAUXHALL, MORRIS

of the crews who had just picked up a cruiser in Benson 'AND STANDARD

or Caversham. The river was managed by the Thames ;
Conservancy (maximum speed seven knots or eight mph). MOTOR CARS FOR HIRE

When big enough we could ‘help’ the lock keeper open and
close the gates, pre-electrification. Then home for tea on our
bikes. REPAIRS AND SUPPLIES
We really had immense freedom compared to children
growing up in Goring today. Goring and Streatley are vibrant
villages which make a great community. I was interested to GORING - ON - THAMES
see that on the front cover of GGN in May of this year many
of the names of the team members are the same as those of Nr. READING
the tradesmen and craftsmen of yesteryear, although they
must be the grandchildren or great grandchildren of the
people I remember. Oliver Weldon

Telepkone: Goring 37. Telegrams: * Franklin Goring Oxon "

All photos supplied by Goring Gap Local History Society
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Introducing the Royal Chilterns Way

You may have seen them passing through the villages: ‘Bikepackers’, the modern-day cycle tourist, riding expensive-looking
gravel bikes (a road/mountain bike cross) with minimalist camping kit strapped on; probably looking a bit grimy and
muddy, or in summer 2025, very dusty. You're llkely to see even more of them in the future, with the launch last month of

the Royal Chilterns Way adventure cycling [
route.

People have been travelling through the
Goring Gap area since time immemorial.
The Ridgeway is believed to be at least 5000
years old, earning it the title of Britain’s &
oldest highway. In 1973 it was formalised
as one of England’s first National Trails,
running for 140 km (87 mi) from Avebury to
Ivinghoe.

In the last 30 years the Ridgeway has been
joined by more long-distance trails that pass
through Goring and attract cyclists:

 The Thames Path, primarily a walking | o
route but with sections open to cyclists, \ -
following the river from source to sea 1 |
for 374 km (232 mi). It was originally
opened in 1996.

* Swan’s Way, running 105 km (65 mi)
from Goring to near Milton Keynes, was
developed by the British Horse Society.
As it uses bridleways or roads it is open
to cyclists and pedestrians as well as
riders.

* King Alfred’s Way, a 350 km (218 mi)
off-road cycling route taking in The
Ridgeway west of Streatley then looping
through Salisbury and Winchester. It was | .+
launched in 2020.

* The Royal Chilterns Way, a 280 km (174
mi) off-road cycling route, launched in
August 2025. It shares its Reading to
Goring section with King Alfred’s Way
and then continues on to North Stoke
before wiggling its way through the

wawm—mza;'g‘-_‘;r_;_—

X

e

Little Stoke

South Stoke

peoy-pr

Thames Path
Ridgeway

Swan’s Way

King Alfred’s Way
Royal Chilterns Way

o |

Chiltern Hills to Whipsnade and back to
Reading.

National Trails in the Goring Gap

Both King Alfred’s Way and the Royal
Chilterns Way were launched by Cycling UK,
the cyclists’ charity, as part of its Adventure
Route Series, a collection of long-distance
bikepacking routes that invite people to
explore Britain’s stunning countryside and

== National Landscapes. They are designed for

I along weekend escape, accessible by train so
il riders can enjoy them without the need for a

car. Aimed at competent cyclists using gravel,

| cyclocross (off-road racing) or mountain

bikes, the routes link quiet roads, scenic trails
and places to rest and refuel. They are not to
be confused with the Chiltern Way, a 200 km
(125 mi) signposted walking route created as
a millennium project by the Chiltern Society.
Part of its Southern Extension, added in 2003,

? runs along Wallingford Road from Lockstile

& Way to Tesco, providing easy access to Goring

Photo. Stv Rc

Ryal Chilterns Way near Mongewell

26

1 & Streatley station.
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Unlike older long-distance trails, you won't R
see any signposts for either King Alfred’s Way or g
the Royal Chilterns Way. Both are virtual routes,
which means you need an app on a smartphone
or a cycling satnav device to navigate them. The
app reads a GPX data file, which has a series of
map points — rather like an electronic version of
a join-the-dots picture from a children’s comic.
The GPX file for each route can be downloaded #
from the Cycling UK website at
www.cyclinguk.org/routes/long-distance

Cycling UK is the trading name of the Cyclists
Touring Club, which was founded in 1878, so
the new ‘routes’ are a return to the club’s ‘roots’
— making it easier for cyclists to find their way
in the great outdoors. Cycling UK carried out a
survey when King Alfred’s Way was launched,
which suggested that around 2500 people rode
the route in its first year. It’s estimated that the
route has contributed over £4 million to local
economies in the five years since then. In the
week it was launched, the Royal Chilterns Way
was downloaded 2347 times, showing that there is a lot of interest in the new route.

The routes may be new, but the trails are not. To make it suitable for shorter trips, the Royal Chilterns Way is split into
three loops. The 74 km (45 mi) southern loop takes in Reading, Henley, Nettlebed, Stoke Row, North Stoke and Goring.
Local residents pressed for time can take a short cut from Goring to Stoke Row, to give a 32 km (20 mi) circuit. The routes
use quiet roads and bridleways suitable for e-bikes as well as gravel or mountain bikes. The off-road sections are not too
challenging technically, especially when ridden at a slower place. One of the most challenging local sections is probably
that through Hartslock Wood between Gatehampton and Whitchurch. In wet conditions some of the bridleways in the
Chilterns can be very muddy, in which case it’s worth looking for quiet road options instead —
see https://goringgapcycling.co.uk/choose-your-route/ for some ideas.

Within the Goring Gap, King Alfred’s Way uses the Ridgeway from Avebury to Streatley, then runs all the way up Goring
High Street before turning right to the railway station. It continues past Gatehampton along the bridleway to Whitchurch
and on to Reading on the east side of the river. The Royal Chilterns Way comes into Goring from the Stokes along the
riverside bridleway. At Cleeve Mill it continues along Cleeve Road to Goring High Street, from where it follows the same
route as King Alfred’s Way to Reading. Steve Rock

Hartley Steps (was Hartslock Steps) Photo: Steve Rock

A murder mystery and two cops — events at Goring Library

Meet the author: Anna Beer
Oxford author, Anna Beer, will be at the Library on Wednesday 1 October to talk about her foray into crime fiction. Anna
is an established author of academic publications and of biographies of Milton, Raleigh and Shakespeare but also of feisty
and talented female creatives. Her debut crime novel, Death of an Englishman, features another strong female character,
Eve, who is at the heart of solving this murder mystery. Based in Oxford, Eve sets out to find a missing manuscript and
then finds herself exploring the possibility that the rather obnoxious author was murdered; but if so, by whom? There are
several very plausible candidates.

Death of an Englishman has been described by reviewers as a high-octane jaunt, full of laughter and wisdom, as well
as gripping, atmospheric and pleasingly twisty. Another brilliant contribution to the Oxford murder mystery genre which
also features reference to the Goring Gap and the lovely Ridgeway walks from our villages. Sounds like it should be a
captivating read and I am very much looking forward to hearing more about it from the
author herself.

Doors open at 7pm for refreshments, with the talk starting at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10
and can be purchased via EventBrite or from the Library.

Meet our law enforcement officers

On Wednesday 24 September we will be welcoming PC Barbara Taylor to the library,
together with two PCSOs, for our event ‘Cuppa with a Copper’. From 10am to midday you | et the Author: Anna Beer Tickets,
can come along and ask any burning questions that you might have about plans for our  |Wed, Oct 1, 2025 at 7:00 PM | Eventbrite

community, protecting yourself from scams, or just sharing any problems that you think www.eventbrite.co.uk
they might be able to help with. As always, we will be serving refreshments throughout
the morning. We are very grateful for Thames Valley Police in helping us arrange this initiative. Jacqui Gray

Chair, Friends of Goring Library

September 2025 27



GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY
Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

All Makes of Cars & Small Vans Serviced and
Repaired, Painted & MOT-Tested.
Including JAGUAR Cars.

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286

@01’491 377’ 272

Q35 Wallmgford Rd Gonng

)
i THE BATHROOM

— STUDIO—

Email tscars@live.co.uk ' THiL I”I”"" I m |
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk @ h b h 1001 ll sl

[ l IIIHII hllil IR iii
GeoffreyCole

A personal service for all your accounting and taxation needs

Personal Tax Returns Xero and Sage Specialists
Annual Accounts
Company Formation

Business Start Ups

Corporate Structuring

Rental Property Matters
To arrange a free initial meeting please Auditing

call us on 0118 984 1556 or email post@geoffreycole.co.uk VAT

Capital Gains Tax
Company Taxation

w%,‘. / ICAEW
N cHArTERED  [Xelety sage
£ ACCOUNTANTS

Share Option Arrangement
Taxation Planning and Advice

www.geoffreycole.co.uk

W.A. HINE & SON LTD

Established 1955

BUILDERS
NIl  CONTRACTORS
AND DECORATORS

Telephone: (01491) 872433
Email: wahineandson@yahoo.co.uk

33 WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, READING RG8 OHL

www.wahineandsonltd.co.uk

Anthony O'Donnell
Restorer Of Fine Furniture

jackie.brookes@btinternet.com
07748680489

28

Creatlve Catering

ALL EVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS, WAKES, GARDEN
PARTIES, BUSINESS LUNCHES &
PIG ROASTS
Moulsford 01235 850342
SHEILA 07743368373
FB Creativecateringblewbury
www.creative-caterer.co.uk

September 2025



Withymead boardwalk gets green light from MIGGS

Surrounded by relics of historic boat-building and the bright purple blooms of late summer, five members of the MIGGS
committee defied the blistering mid-August heat to visit Withymead, just off the Ridgeway, a mile north of Goring High
Street. We were there as guests of Jenny Hedge, head of the Anne Carpmael Trust, which owns and manages the nature
reserve, and the Withymead warden, Pete Morton.

Our purpose: to pass a disabled person’s judgment on the new board walk, constructed with the help of a £90,000 grant
from Mend the Gap and opened to the public last spring. Just as important was the wetland habitat to which the board
walk gave wheelchair access. Pete Morton’s lyrical flora and fauna insights were an unexpected bonus.

He explained that, at this time of year, the yellow (or garden) loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris) is turning to seed while
the purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), from a different genus, is in full bloom. Purple loosestrife, we learned, is w1de1y
distributed in the wetlands of temperate zones such as ours but is regarded by ; = -
some people as invasive. Amazingly, a single plant can release millions of seeds
in the course of a year.

Other things Pete urged us to look out for were summer butterflies and
bumble bees that were busy among the maroon heads of the common reeds,
buzzing and flitting between flowers of marsh woundwort (Stachys palustris),
gypsy wort (Lycopus europaeus) and the white trumpets of calystegia, the latter
better known to gardeners as bindweed.

We were also invited to listen for the calls of swallows overhead, interspersed
with the bold and sweet call of Cetti’s warblers and the laugh of passing
woodpeckers. Differentiating between bird songs is not a strongpoint of mine,
however.

It’s fair to say that, subject to one or two minor, planned adjustments to the : & )
turning points, the MIGGS group was impressed with the safety, stability and Lythrum salicaria (Purple loosesmfe)
accessibility of the new board walk structure, which terminates at a refurbished Photo: BBOWT
kingfisher hide on the edge of the Thames. (Unfortunately for us, we had little
chance of spotting a kingfisher as our group was too large and too noisy!)

The new board walk replaced part of an earlier, narrower and altogether more
rickety structure installed eighteen years ago. Withymead has plans to replace the
remaining narrow board walk with a new one about 1200mm wide as soon as it
can raise the necessary funds.

One important difference between new and old is that both the sub-structure
and the surface of the new board walk are made from a sustainable, rigid, recycled
plastic that will not rot or leach potentially harmful wood-preserving compounds
into the water.

Withymead is full of natural and man-made surprises. It will reopen to the public
on Sundays from early April till late August next year. Visits may be possible on
other dates by prior arrangement with the warden. Withymead is also open for
exclusive private visits on Fridays from April until August.

Book through the booking portal on the Withymead website, at:
https://withymead.org/ or phone 01491 872265.

Calystegia (bindweed) Photo: John Boler

The team enjoying the much-appreciated cream tea The MIGGS team takmg advantage Of the half way r rest pomt
Photo: Janet Tuppen Photo: Janet Tuppen

This was one of MIGGS final activities and it has now been disbanded (see GGN August 2025, pages 19-21).
John Boler
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NOT JUST
TRAVEL

Inspiring People To Have Greater Adventures

» Expert Advice

« No Call Centre Queues

* More Choice Than Online

= Beach, City, Cruise, Ski and Incredible Journeys

@ alexharding.notjusttravel.com

. 01491733030 or 07500 785254
P4 alex.harding@notjusttravel.com

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL

SERVICE
Established 1970
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS
Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, wasps
and all other insects
DEALT WITH PROMPTLY
Call Lee Carrington

Tel: 01491 835610
Mobile: 07970 010214

Sports Therapy
Sports and Rehabilitation Massage

leremy Waite MSMA, MISRM
07827 926123

Www.sports-solutions.net

leremy@sports-solutions.net

Based in Gatehampton Road, Goring.

“OXFORDSHIRES LEADING RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS”

Our Services include:

- Antique and modern re-upholstery Did you know we also make
- Made to Measure curtains and blinds new furniture and have our
- Interior advisory consultations very own furniture range?

- Spring repairs and restoration For more information please
- New cushion interiors visit our website.

- New Headboards and Ottomans

- Loose covers

Asnew Upholstery Ltd, Unit 17, Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1RL
01235 522 770 | info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk | www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk

30

THE BENEFITS OF
YOGA INCLUDE:

Improved strength,
balance & mobility

Reduced aches & pains
Anxiety & stress relief

Increased energy

hello@graceandgravity.studio
or 07778 531469
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Annual Scout Summer Camp 2025
The 2™ Goring & Streatley Scout camp this year was held in Spetisbury, Blandford Forum on 4-8 August. We travelled there
in the leaders’ cars, with a large van carrying all the camping kit.

Archery and quad biking

Our external activity day was on Wednesday and comprised an archery
session followed by quad bike trials (not racing). Archery was a bit

‘hit and miss’, with Akela shooting at the moon. It was a good job the
protective sheeting was very high. A few ‘bulls’ were achieved and all
enjoyed the experience.

Then following the
long session of archery,
the Scouts donned their
boiler suits, helmets,
~ goggles and gloves and
were prepared to be
instructed on safely

riding the quad bikes.
| This done, it was off on the quad bikes around the two long very dusty
tracks, with numerous circuits. I was covered in dust just watching!
| Great excitement and fun for the Scouts and Leaders who all rode the
tracks very competently and most important safely.

i oS - | Packing up and flag down
Quad bike outfits Photo: Davzd Cooksley The harder part of a Scout camp is the packing up. The tents and the

- cookhouses are taken down and packed, then the fires and
other pits and lastly the toilet tents and pits all have to be
packed and filled in, so that we leave the campsite in the
condition we found it, or better if possible. This is harder
when it is very hot, when everyone camping needs to put
all their effort into helping to achieve this and not leave it
to others.

Once packed up and the site cleared, but before the flag
was lowered and our 1914 WW1 flag pole taken down,
we were joined by our fellow BBS Scouts and great friends
| from the 1% Wessex, who had camped in the same field
| as us for the week. A group photo was taken and then
we said our goodbyes to our fellow Scouts and departed
homewards.

Archery Photo:David Cooksley

David Cooksley
Group Scout Master,
2" Goring & Streatley Scout Group.07789 938291

Joint camp photo Photo: Joe Bosence

MEDICAL INFORMATION

* In an emergency dial 999

* For medical advice at all times, including surgery out-of-hours, dial 111 or use https://111.nhs.uk/ You will be told how to obtain
any further help if needed

* Local pharmacies can offer advice and treatment for some conditions. Goring Pharmacy: 01491 872124

Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or West Berkshire Community Hospital, Thatcham 01635

273508, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476

* Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice: Monday-Friday 8am-6.30pm 01491 680686 Requests for appointments are triaged to
direct patients to the correct help and should be made using the form available at www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk
If you are unable to use the form, the practice can be contacted on the above number to support you.

* Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020

* Emergency Dentist — call 111 for advice

* Goring medical equipment - including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more: 01491 872736 or 01491 874333

* Goring transport office — 10am-12noon Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, to arrange volunteer transport to local surgeries,
dentists and hospitals 01491 873565.

September 2025 31



alsovereign

now Goring & Streatley’s only LOCAL Printer

5 mins drive from the Village Centre, Free parking,
Free tea & coffee... New Customers always welcome

Copying - Printing - Binding - Laminating - Booklets
Brochures - Leaflets - Orders of Service - Pads - Xmas Cards
Event Support: Banners, Correx Boards, Flyers, Programmes
High Speed Digital Printing - Variable Data - PVC ID Cards

>Design >Print >Fulfilment >Bulk Mailing

01491 871555 (Sue | Tony) alsovereign.co.uk

Heating system
installation and
upgrades

Gas and Qil Boiler
servicing and repairs

All general
plumbing services

AllianceCFM

Commercial and Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Harry Denison
0118 230 1268

www.alliancecfm.co.uk

|
|
|
|

Exciting new hours and great offers? We are part of Londis group

New Hours Our Products Our Services

THAMES

+ Building Solutions «

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations

¥ Refurbishment

¥ Patios

The complete

¥ Brickwork building service

V¥ Carpentry
¥ Floor & wall finishes

Tel: 01491 680 389 / 0776 8470 198

The Morrell Room
A beautiful
wood panelled hall

Seats up to 100 ~ Free WiFi
Excellent kitchen facilities
Ideal for social
and business functions

Church Lane, Streatley
info@morrellroom.org
01491 873855
www.morrellroom.org

MASOOMS

TANDOORI RESTAURANT

- B RN
High Street, Goring
01491 875078 / 872796
www.masooms.co.uk
Open every day 5.30-10pm (10.30pm on Fri/Sat)
Sat & Sun 12-2pm
For takeaway: order online or call

September 2025



Helios at Basildon Park

On several days in August the National Trust at Basildon Park
played host to an extraordinary sculpture. A large number

of visitors came to see Helios, a seven-metre-high spherical
representation of the sun supported by four metal towers and

set up in the gardens of the huge Georgian mansion. The event
celebrated both the science of the sun and the life that it enables,
as well as it’s spiritual significance to humanity.

Helios was co-commissioned by National Trust, Cork Midsummer
Festival, Liverpool Cathedral, Old Royal Naval College and
University College London and created by Luke Jerram. Jerram
lives in the UK and creates multidisciplinary art projects which
excite and inspire people around the world. Helios is being
exhibited in several places in the care of the National Trust and
also in other places and countries. Several Helios copies tour
simultaneously, in order for this to be achieved.

Named after the ancient Greek god of the sun, Helios is a huge
sphere which images the surface of the star, including rare features
like sunspots. Each centimetre on the sculpture represents 2,000
kilometres of the real sun’s surface. At Basildon Park the route to
Helios took visitors past a model of the earth to the same scale (a
bit smaller than a tennis ball), positioned so that it was a correctly Photo: Chris Rickards
scaled distance from the sculpture.

T = &

The sculpture glows — particularly evocative when
the real sunlight fades. It was accompanied by the
# mesmerizing sound of NASA recordings of the sun, put
M together by Duncan Speakman and Sarah Anderson.
Visitors sat on beanbags and rugs quietly enjoying the
sound and sight of this evocation of the source of human
life. I went expecting to be engaged by the science but
found myself contemplating the significance of the star in
a much wider context and feeling calm in the presence of
its sounds and image.

Photo: Mary Langham

On the day that I visited, a group of female dancers from
Kalakunj gave two performances underneath Helios and on the
croquet lawn (between the earth and the sun). Kalakunj is an
independent performing arts group based in Reading, specialising
in classical Indian dance, particularly Bharatanatyam. It
was fascinating to watch the skill with which the dancers
simultaneously used hands, expressions and demanding dance
movements to interpret their themes. A reminder that the sun
is significant to many religious beliefs and creation stories and
inspires art all over our planet.

Chris Rickards also visited the event and has contributed
photos for GGN and created a video of 1
Helios which you can view using the QR E % E
about Luke Jerram and where you can

catch his art installations, including Helios,

go to www.lukejerram.com
Gill Haigh E 1

code. If you would like to know more
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COMMUNITY

For us, belonging goes way
beyond inclusion. It is when a

part of the school and its people
will forever belong to the pupil.

OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 27
SEPTEMBER
BOOK YOUR PLACE

Flexi, full boarding & day
placements available:
admissions@oratory.co.uk

Be you.
Become more.

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 11-18

oratory.co.uk

Computer Problems?
PC mlsbehavmg‘7

Um ery. Vire Cl
Cablng X Cx'e S
Website Des'gn Development & | lostirg. and rmasa maore
[ Tame ane 3asincss Sepport

Winaows and Mac

BARBARA'’S ANTIQUES
& BRIC-A-BRAC SHOP

Established for 45 years
The ideal place to come for that quirky gift.
House clearances our speciality

We also buy all kinds of quality items
including small furniture, bric-a-brac and jewellery.
Downsizing, moving or simply wishing to declutter?
Tel: 01491 873032

Open Mon-5at 11am-4.30pm
Wheel Orchard Car Park, Goring RG8 9GB

See us on Facebook and Instagram

MOTORS

Servicing Diagnostics

EES T 2] 5 ok ok ok ok

MOT’s A/C Re-gas

EEEE L]

Repairs (RIMA &
pa R1234YF)

Tyresf & FREE safety
tracking

check over
Exhaust

systems
y ... And much

Welding more!

14391 B52911

UNIT 3 WESTFIELD FRRM, WESTFIELD RORD,
CHOLSEY, OX1B 9LS

Independent, family-run funeral

directors serving Goring and
Streatley since 1826.

Honouring Every Life

0118 304 0068 | abwalker.co.uk  Excellent ¥ Trustpilot

September 2025



SPORT Jonny Russell 07825 552009 ggnsports@gmail.com I
Goring T20 side win first ever silverware

Goring’s T20 cricket side, the GCC Ultras, claimed their maiden trophy this
summer with a fantastic triumph in the South Oxfordshire T20 Cup.

After finishing off the pace in the main league season, Goring were
determined to put on a better showing in the Cup. A clinical win against long
term nemesis Moreton was a great start to the cup campaign.

Local rivals Woodcote proved to be a much harder proposition in the semi-
final and a total of 144/3 by Goring batting first always seemed under pressure.
However, some excellent bowling by Himanshu Vij (2/23) and Danny Tottman
(3/14) in particular, kept the opponents at bay and ensured a relatively
comfortable passage through to the final.

In the grand final, Goring put on a fantastically professional display to defeat
unbeaten Harpsden by 60 runs at the ground of the league champions.

Keen to show that the league defeat earlier in the season was a one-off, the
Ultras posted an impressive innings of 194/4 thanks largely to Zac Leonard’s 94
not out and Ben Smith smashing 43 at over two runs a ball.

Harpsden started well in their chase with a 54-run partnership but from
then onwards Goring managed to take wickets at regular intervals, with Alex
Crawford (4/18) the chief tormentor.

The game was in the bag, but Joe Richards entered the fray in the 19% over to The 720 champions
provide the coup de grace with a stunning hat-trick with the first 3 balls of his
over!

Skipper Rich McNeill took the final wicket and the celebrations could begin!

A massive congratulations to all that have contributed to the Ultras success.

Jonny Russell

Renegade cyclists descend on Goring
We are used to seeing walkers or runners coming through
the village as part of a sporting event. On Sunday 10
August it was the turn of cyclists participating in the Let’s ¥
Go Velo Renegade Brewery Sportive, a non-competitive :
social ride starting and finishing at the brewery in
Yattendon.

Participants paid a £30+ registration fee and could
choose to ride either a 60 km or 95 km circuit, with riders
on both routes stopping at the Goring Village Hall ‘feed
station’ before climbing Streatley Hill. The route was fully i
signed, which makes this type of ride attractive to riders
unfamiliar with the area. Residents of the Goring Gap are
able to enjoy riding the local lanes whenever they want
without having to pay an entry fee. Steve Rock

Hedgehog friendly things to do this autumn and winter

* Put out a shallow dish of water or make sure your ponds are easy to get out of for hedgehogs (shallow edges or a
platform / ramp), so they have water to drink.

* Leave a wild patch each year with piled up logs or leaves that you don’t disturb.

* Always move your burn piles before you light them as hedgehogs and frogs often use them to sleep in (this is, after-all,
how hedgehogs were once upon a time cooked to be eaten!). Thankfully it is now illegal to eat this endangered species.

* Avoid using pesticides or herbicides as this will make hedgehogs very ill.

* Dont’ use slug pellets — hedgehogs will take care of the slugs.

* If you want to put out food, cat or dog food is best.

* If you find a sick or injured hedgehog, or one up and about during the middle of the day, call Tiggywinkles Wildlife
Hospital on 01844 292292.

To find out more about:

* Hedgehogs — head over to the People’s Trust of Endangered Species (PTES) website https://ptes.org/

» Wildlife and hedgehog friendly gardening — head over to the Wild Oxfordshire website at www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk
and have a look in our guidance section.

* Kirtlington’s Hedgehog Street — see the website at www.hedgehogstreet.org/kirtlington/ Imogen Parker

Wild Oxfordshire Community Ecologist https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/
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Summ?t
landscap

- Gormg

Contact Mike 01491 874044/ 07749218616
L mike@summit-landscapes.co.uk
B3 Summit-Landscapes. Goring www.summit-landscapes.co.uk

Cosme’nc & Laser Skin Clinic

e |aser hair removal
» facial & leg veins
 wrinkles / crows feet
¢ |ip enhancement
* microdermabrasion
= skin tightening
* brown spots
* skin peels » acne
* mole, cyst, skin tag

s , ; ’ ® excessive sweating
Professional, Caring and Confidential |4 4oto0 removal

Dr N. Munnelly QCaraQuai ity @l i isocisionot
<

Medical Director Commission |\ || Cosmetic Doctors

CHILTERNmedzml clinic 1 Thames Court . High Street . Goring . RG8 9AQ
Call 01491 873989 or visit www.chilternmedical.co.uk

1 oy
~ sanctuary
chiropractic

A space to breathe, nourish, and invest in your body’s true potentlan' : |
We treat the whole family - from paediatric chiropractic through to Tree surgery

helping you maximise your golden years, from our clinic in North Stoke. =
rodoren Lanastapng
Chiropractic ports Massage eflexology -
Grounds Maintenance

“The knowledge and care provide by both Zo& and Ali has been amazing Plieee 0o e,
and they have slowly put me back together.” - Kris

Ready to Move Freely & Live Fully? L\’

BOOK ONLINE OR CALL. Please quote Goring Gap News.

Qualified, insured,

01491598288 sanctuarychiropractic.co.uk ® f experienced arborists
HE ATIN 6 A Boilers Installed/ * S
Serviced/Repaired e ‘
K W @ A Landlord Certificates - ' e s
h power FlUShing or more detalls contact us on:
R ) All Plumbing Work one 0808 155 5815
; Undertaken 07778 811136
mharvey31@gmail.com

07818425018

: o www.arbocare.co.uk
contact@kwc-heating.co.uk A

www.kwc-heating.co.uk
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Summer in the Library

Stories and nature are two of my favourite things, so I was delighted that
this year’s Summer Reading Challenge brought the two together.

The challenge was simple: read six books over the summer and be
rewarded with a medal, a certificate and even the chance to win a goodie
bag. The goodle bags were generously supported by local businesses

] ; mmm=m — Goring Hardware,
Inspiration, The Village
Café, and Wallingford
¢/ Bookshop — as well as The
| Friends of Goring Library
and Oxfordshire Library
Service.

To celebrate the theme,
we ran a whole series
of fun, nature-inspired
.| events. From a creepy-

.| crawly yoga session

7 (e e ] with Emma, to a LEGO
Miniature gardens activity garden workshop complete
with bird feeders, water
features and reading
nooks; there was
something for everyone.
Lorraine introduced the
library to the Adventure
Labs app. Use the app to
go on real-life treasure
hunts where you get to
explore your local area or
even a new place — using
a smartphone to help
guide the way and answer
questions! We have one
Card Art set up for the tapestry in
the library. -

Our very first activity Challenge finishers
in the new library garden
was making mini-gardens in seed trays with Lisa. We also got crafty with
Jane, making leaf-inspired cards (thanks to funding from The Arts Society,

s Goring) and finished with a lively storytime with Jonathan, full of songs and
puppets.

Drop-in activities kept children busy throughout the summer - from
creative crafts to trails hidden around the library and even a Poo ID quiz.
My noticeboard behind the desk is now overflowing with the brilliant stories
and pictures children made to earn their extra stickers.

And what a summer it was — 200 children signed up for the Reading
Challenge this year, our best ever! A huge ‘well done’ to everyone who took
part. If you joined but haven’t finished yet, it’s not too late. You can still pop
into the library, complete your challenge and claim your medal.

A big thank you goes to our wonderful volunteers, who helped with
events, ran workshops, handed out stickers and made the library such a
welcoming place all summer long. And a special thank you to Krys for
creating the beautiful new bunting that brightened the front of the library.

Keep an eye out for more family-friendly events and activities this October
half-term — we’d love to see you there!

Story time with Jonathan

Kate Cheng
Librarian, Goring Library
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THE WINDOW CLEANER H & Sons Window Cleaners HELP WITH MATHS &
Windows, frames, sills, doors, conservatories Cleaners to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis
Gutter vac cleaning system. All year service. ENGLISH FOR AGES 6-12

Terry Mobile: 07985 569392 At your home or via Zoom
For a free quote, call Mike on 07967 004426 Home: 0118 376 9754 malpurdie@gmail.com
or thewindowwcleanerl@gmail.com Email: terry.hmwindows@yahoo.co.uk Tel. 07815 731327
. HandyMan OVEN CLEANING Fpeacock
Need someone to do . i .
those little jobs in the House & Garden? Professional valeting service Professional, family run carpet
Shelves — Curtain Rails put up Removes grease & most burn-on carbon & upholstery cleaning service
Dripping Taps — Broken gates fixed deposits . Call David on 07887 565009
No Job Too Small OVENU Reading Info@peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
Call Barry 07989 384 065 0118 967 2897 www.peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
STEPHEN NAPPER
CLNC OF C}“][NESE e Building & e Groundwork
ACUPUNCTURE randscaping

s Brickwork * Fencing
Tel: 01491 671178 or 07887 881943

MRS. SGYTA HART | §

MCAAHK. 1584) MBACC MRCHM Kareo

Lovely & hardworking cleaners available TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.
In Private Pracfice - High Cleaning Standards PUBLC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
in Wallingford Community Hospital - Good quality products & equipment provided EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.
and Goring-on-Thames - Local references available. - Affordable rates
Please telephone 01491 873972 - Ironing & Carpet cleaning service available DMD Window Cleaning
for enquiries and appointments Contact Kristina on 07593 627139 Est. in Goring since 2004

For windows, conservatories, gutters and

é Goring Holiday House é Q Elite Heating fascias, please call Darren on 07971 929025
Are you renovating your house? Engineers
Do you need separate space for your visiting family?

Do you have a gap between buying and selling? Boiler Installations, Servicing & Repairs

DMDwindowcleaning@gmail.com

All PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Including reskimming walls and covering

Photos, info and availability shown here: ) v Showroom ot Artex ceilings. Free quotations with public
https://airbnb.com/h/central-goring-3-bed-house Flreploce é) 45 Prospect Street liability insurance.

Discounts offered to fellow local residents, agic/m i Phone Steve on 07967 506522

0118 9463060
the longer you book, the better the price! ) i R
Chimney Sweeping, Sales & Installation

Please call Debs on 07958 748412 Woodburners, Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires

to arrange a viewing or to discuss availability www. fireplacemagic.co.uk

My stunning 3 bed holiday home on Cleeve Rd
is available for stays between 3 and 90 nights

01235 608400 | www.eliteheatingengineers.com

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES Caroline Manley
INDOOR/OUTDOOR Made to measure curtains, Roman
PUBLIC LIABILITY Blinds, cushion covers, etc.
01189 542448 07815 610007
CALL JAMES ON 07961 882281 Caroline.manleyl@googlemail.com

PROPERTY MATTERS Goring Gap News

Home & Garden M

Duncan Crook 3 ‘ it | Ad ve rtise h ere!

01491873643 <1 I : :

AR Place an ad.vertlsement with the
& Goring Gap News.

Delivered to all houses

in Goring and Streatley

Contact ggnadverts@gmail.com for details

Landscaping
Driveways 4«
Fencing
Patios
Maintenance

FARM ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, OXFORDSHIRE RG8 0AD
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

AFTERNOON WORKSHOP AND CONCERT

An afternoon singing workshop and following concert on
Sunday 28 September at St Thomas’ Church, to celebrate
the music of Sir John Rutter. The workshop will start at 2pm
(registration 1.45pm), with the concert at 4.30pm.

This workshop and concert celebrates Sir John Rutter’s 80"
birthday (24 September). During the afternoon, we will sing
through several of Rutter’s most well-loved anthems and
carols. There will be time for a cup of tea and light refreshments
before a short concert. If you are a confident sight-reader or
are familiar with Rutter’s anthems you can just take part in
the workshop. If you would like to sing through the anthems
a few extra times, join us from 7- 7.30pm any Friday evening
in September. The workshop will be led by Matt Foster, St
Thomas’ music director, with Bryan Almond (our organist
emeritus) and Toby Best (our organ scholar) accompanying.
Tickets for the choir workshop cost £10. The concert will be
free but donations towards our music outreach would be
welcomed. There are more details about the event and how to
register on the benefice website

www.thomandmary.org.uk/

GSCB CLARINET ENSEMBLE, RECITAL

Sunday 19 October, 4pm, St Mary’s Church. Tickets on

the door only, £10 full, £8 concessions which includes any
members of GSCB, £5 for 11-16 year olds, free for under 10s.
Enquiries please text to 07762 339853 See Page 11.

GORING CHAMBER CHOIR

NORTH AMERICAN CHORAL MUSIC

St Thomas’ Church, Goring, on Saturday 8 November at 3pm.
Tickets: £15. Free for under-18s. Obtainable from a choir
member, from Inspiration, Goring, Garlands Organic in
Pangbourne, or on the door. www.goringchamberchoir.org.uk
See Page 9.

Further afield
WALLINGFORD PHOTO CLUB

Wallingford Photographic Club’s new season is up and
running, exploring diverse topics on camera and phone
photography, feedback on members’ photos, and guest
speakers. Come meet us Thursdays at 7.30pm at Crowmarsh
Pavilion.

In October our resident (retired) judge Gordon Roberts will
take us through a critique of our own images on 2"- always a
popular and useful session. Then on the 9" we have another
practical session focussing on phones: camera phone images
and processing (sharing images and getting feedback and tips
tailored to our experience levels). On 12" Simon Booker joins
us for Strictly Nature: On 23 October we have our first ‘no set
subject’ competition of the season, where images of our choice
will be assessed by a professional judge. On 30" is another
practical evening exploring why in this digital age print still
matters and how to inexpensively produce great images that
have impact .

BEENHAM WIND ORCHESTRA
WIND BAND WORKSHOP

Beenham Wind Orchestra proudly presents a Wind Band
Workshop to celebrate its 25" anniversary, on Sunday 19
October 2025, 10am-4.30pm at Beenham Primary School.

We are delighted to welcome our guest conductor Thomas
Milford. An award-winning conductor, composer and arranget,
Tom trained at the Royal Military School of Music, graduating
with prizes in conducting and composition. He went on to serve
as Bandmaster of the Royal Lancers Band and later had the
privilege of leading one of the finest Bands in the British Army

September 2025

—the Coldstream Guards. Attendees will rehearse two vibrant
works:

* The Ghost Ship by José Alberto Pina - a thrilling, evocative
tone poem steeped in legend.

* The Wishing Well by Rossano Galante — a lyrical, cinematic
piece brimming with sweeping melodic lines.

The fee of £20 is payable in advance (including lunch and
refreshments). To register, contact: beenhamwo@gmail.com or
visit www.beenhamwindorchestra.org for more information.

BENSON GARDEN CLUB

Benson Garden Club’s talk on Thursday 6 November will

be given by Chris Beardshaw on Painting with Plants. Chris

is a celebrated designer, plantsman and broadcaster and

has clocked up over 35 years’ experience in the horticultural
world. He has a long broadcasting career which began in
1997 and includes Gardeners’ World, Hidden Gardens and
The Flying Gardener, amongst many others. These days

he is a panelist on BBC Radio 4 Gardeners’ Question Time.
Visitors are welcome to attend and tickets are available now
for £12 each (a reduced price of £6 for Chris’s talk is available
for members who have enrolled for the coming year). Please
email to purchase tickets (contact details below) or buy them
in person from Derry’s Den (26 High Street, Benson). The talk
will be at Benson Parish Hall, OX10 6LZ. Doors open at 7.15pm
for a 7.45pm start. Further information about the club and

how to join as a member can be found on our website www.
bensongardeningclub.weebly.com or please feel free to email
bensongardeningclub@gmail.com

WALLINGFORD ART CLUB

Join the friendly Wallingford and District Art club on Tuesday
21 October at 7.30pm, for a live demonstration as professional
artist, Sarah Martinez, shows us Pop Art screen printing. She
set up Berkshire Printmakers after realising that manual ‘hands
on’ printing techniques were being lost to digital art, and travel
across the country with 30 plus photo screens, water based
inks, and squeegees. The demo will be held at Centre 70 (off
Goldsmiths Lane in Wallingford) from 7.30-9.30pm and is free
for club members or £5 for visitors. If you would like further
information about this event or other club activities, please visit
the club website at www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk or email
admin@wallingfordartclub.org.uk

WALLINGFORD CORN EXCHANGE

For full listings see www.cornexchange.org.uk

Live on stage

The Father by Florian Zeller, translated by Christopher
Hampton performed by the Sinodun Players

Tue Oct 14, Wed Oct 15, Thurs Oct 16, Fri Oct 17, Sat Oct 18,
7.30pm, Sat Oct 18 3pm.

This powerful, evocative play deals with a subject that is ever-
more relevant in our aging society: dementia. Written with a
wonderful insight into the way in which dementia affects us

all, this play is humorous, moving and ultimately thought-
provoking. There will be a Q&A session after each performance
with a dementia care professional joining the cast on stage. We
hope you will join us to get answers to some of the questions
that will be raised by this production.

Live screenings

Thurs Oct 2, 7pm, ROH Tosca

Fri Oct 3, Sat Oct 4, 7pm, Love Never Dies (PG)

Tue Oct 21, 7pm, The Metropolitan Opera — La Sonnambula
Thurs Oct 23, Fri Oct 24, 7pm, NT Live — Mrs. Warren’s
Profession (14 +)

Thurs Oct 30, 7pm, Bat Out of Hell (musical) (12A)
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priority.windows Il ...

Doors, Conservatories, Garage Doors, Porches, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering.
Also repairs including replacement sealed units, locks, hinges and handles.

Over 35 years of experience
Wayne Prior

m Tel: 01491 871381, Mob: 07720 716055
www.prioritywindows.co.uk

wlumwipnmgxg‘ﬂuvmus E-ma il: Wayne@priorityWindOWS-CO-Uk

1las

Are for bathrooms, kitchens, floors, walls, halls...
...any room in your home.

Come and visit our inspirational showrooms or shop online at www.reedharris.co.uk

Reed Harris

Est. 1925

www.reedharris.co.uk

Please join us for our
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Sunday Luncheons
Private Events (+20 guests)
2 Courses £28 or 3 Courses £34

Includes a Christmas Cracker
Entertainment available

RECTORY ROAD, STREATLEY

www.goringgolf.co.uk

¢ -
Implants for you!? <.

If you have missing teeth or loose fitting
dentures, the answer is YES!

Are Dental

Mr Anthony Guy

High Steeet, Goring on Thames, L o Call 01491 872394
Oxfomgshite RGS 9AB Efoli recebien@nodtticlesdanton oo UK 1o book o consultation

# PEST ™

WIZARRS
x WASPS & ALL INSECTS “~
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk
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DIARY

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

Tuesday 23 September

Chess Club. Children 4.45-5.45pm,
Adults 5.45-7pm, GL.

Wednesday 24 September

Cuppa with a Copper. 10am-12noon GL.
Join our local PC for a chat. With
refreshments.

Thursday 25 September

Goring Gap U3a. 10.30-12noon, GVH.
Speaker: Christine Green. Working for
Auntie.

Friday 26 September

* Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

* Goring Unplugged. 7.30pm for 8, GVH.
Entry is £5. BYOB + nibbles.

Sunday 28 September

» Singing workshop and following
concert. 2pm, St Thomas’ Church, to
celebrate the music of Sir John Rultter.
See page 39.

Wednesday 1 October

* Friends of Goring Library Author talk.
7pm for 7.30 GL. Local author Anna Beer
will talk about her murder-mystery book
Death of an Englishman. Tickets £10 from
the Library, Inspiration and Eventbrite. See
page 27.

* Goring Village Green Fingers.
7.30pm, SL. Katherine Woods, The Blitz
as a Catalyst for Greening London.
Katherine is a member of the Garden
Media Guild and a lecturer in gardening
and garden history. She will tell us how
the devastation of the London bombing
created opportunities for new parks and
gardens - including some surprising
stories of what once lay beneath some of
London’s best-loved parks. Competition.
Dig For Victory — produce from your
garden. Visitors are welcome £5. For
information

www.villagegreenfingers.uk

* Goring Gap News. Copy deadline for
November events. News and articles of
local interest to
goringgapnews@gmail.com

Thursday 2 October

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-11am,
Westholme stores, Wallingford

Rd, Goring. Open every Monday and
Thursday.

 Storytime. 10.30-11am, GL.

Drop in. Every Thursday.

Friday 3 October

* Cleeve by Goring WI. 7.30pm, SL.
Beechwood Group meeting hosted by
H.O.T. — Confessions of an advertising
photographer. Just come along on the
night or contact Katrina Cooper 01491
875334.

* Goring and Streatley Wine Society.
8pm, GVH. GSWS once again welcome
Kay Smitham (The Bottle Opener) and
Jen Grimstone-Jones (Pangbourne

September 2025

Cheese) featuring a range of delicious
cheese with matching wine. A very tasty
evening! Enquiries to
gswstreasurer@outlook.com

e Library Garden Fundraiser Concert.
Morrell Room. Tickets £15. Bar available.
See page 11.

Saturday 4 October

* Goring Repair Café and Exchange
event. 10am-12.30pm, GVH. The aim

is to reduce waste and unnecessary
consumption by providing opportunities
for anyone to bring one or two items

to get them looked at and hopefully
repaired. www.goringrepaircafe.info

* 5Aside Chess. 10.30-11.30am, GL.
Drop-in.

Sunday 5 October

Artisan Market. 9am-2pm GVH.

An exciting range of locally made items
all individual and unique. artists, authors,
craft makers, food, a unique shopping
experience Supporting new talent and
small businesses. Andrea Mcardle 07894
994443,

Monday 6 October

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-11am,
Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd,
Goring. Every Monday and Thursday.

* Goring and Streatley Bridge Club.
6.45pm, GVH. Held every Monday
Tuesday 7 October

* GLib Library Book Group. 5-6pm, GL.
See library staff if interested.
Wednesday 8 October

* Cleeve by Goring WI. 7.30pm, SL.
An evening of a cappella music With folk
singer Amanda Shora. Just come along
on the night or contact Katrina Cooper
01491 875334

* The Soundbar Open Mic. The Miller of
Mansfield. Sign up to play from 7.30pm.
Music 8-10pm. Fancy playing? Come
along or get in touch.
HelloSoundbar@gmail.com

Friday 10 October

GREADIES Library Book Group 10-
11am, GL.

Saturday 11 October

The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir,
7pm, St Thomas’ Church. Tickets, costing
£20, include a glass of wine or soft drink
in the interval. The concert is in aid of
church funds. For tickets
www.trybooking.com/uk/FBWM or from
Inspiration. Book early to ensure a place
for this popular concert. See page 9.
Sunday 12 October

Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie is
published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Tuesday 14 October

Lego club. 4.45-6pm, GL. Please book:
01865 815155

Wednesday 15 October

Coffee Morning. 10.30-12noon, St

Andrew’s South Stoke. The 3
Wednesday of every month.

Thursday 16 October

Pick a Flick.10.30am-2pm, CR. Penguin
Lessons. An Englishman’s personal and
political awakening after he adopts a
penguin during a cataclysmic period in
Argentine history. Please contact Sarah
Fraser 01491 871838 or Jenny Boyd
01491 872109 to book and to ask for
transport if required. The cost is £5 per
event, including a light lunch.

Sunday 19 October

Goring and Streatley Concert Band,
Clarinet Ensemble Recital. 4pm, St
Mary’s Church Streatley. See page 11.
Monday 20 October

Goring Gap Local History Soc. 2.30pm,
GVH. Timothy Walker: The history of
Harcourt Aboretum. Contact Janet Hurst,
goringgaphistory@gmail.com.

Tuesday 21 October

Social Scrabble Club. 4.45-7pm, GL.
All welcome with refreshments.

Sunday 26 October

Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie is
published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Tuesday 28 - Friday 31 October
Chess Club. Children 4.45-5.45pm,
Adults 5.45 — 7pm. GL. Drop-in.
Thursday 30 October

Goring Gap U3a. 10.30-12noon, GVH.
Speaker: Muriel Pilkington. The
Gunpowder Plotters.

See more events on the Events Calendar
at www.genienews.org

The following abbreviations are used:

Belléme Room BR
Canterbury Room CR
Free Church Hall FCH
Goring Community Centre  GCC

Goring Library GL

Goring Social Club GSC
Goring Village Hall GVH
Morrell Room MR
Storton Lodge SL
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Vintage Clothing is avalible at our shop.

The clothing is New end of line for high str
suppliers like Next, M&S, Zara much more!!

isop in for
Passport Photos Stationery
Toys Sweets

Pottery Painting gSnSt‘{S{!eaS-'z‘?pm

Inspiration, High street, RG8 9AY. 01491873019

Howard Chadwick
Funeral Service

Established 1991

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support and
guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- Floral Tributes

- Memorial Masonry

- Home Visits

- Prepaid Funeral Plans

- 24 Hour Service

+ Bereavement Advice

- Transparent Pricing

- Private Chapel of Rest

Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, OX10 BED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com

P Funeral Partners
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Lost property at the Morrell Room
g A\ 3

i

Some very nice jackets, walking st1ck turquoise backpack, school uniform, and various other things have
been left at the Morrell Room. If you recognise them please get in touch with the caretaker, Andy Taylor,
on 01491 873855 or info@morrellroom.org If unclaimed, they will go to a charity shop.
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‘Believe me, my young friend, there is nothing — absolutely nothing — half so much
worth doing as simply messing about in boats’ (Kenneth Grahame)

A photograph by Henry William Taunt showing the River Thames at Goring busy with people and boats during the annual regatta
1887-1922. Photo:Source: Historic England Archive

I

A racing event on the River Thames at the Goring and Streatley Regatta, watched by crowds of spectators Date.: 1900 Photographer:
Henry William Taunt. Photo:Source: Historic England Archive
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Aerial view of Goring and the boathouse May 2025

See Page 5 Photo: © Historic England Archive

Green 66 passes Simon before the stoop

See Pages 20-21 Photo: Simon Booker

44 September 2025



