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A cascade of poppies in the Rectory Garden
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‘As you make your bed, so you must lie on it’

At the Goring Parish Council Leaf Clearing Day on 8 November, Anne Nisbet was one of over 30 volunteers and councillors who 
made Goring pavements safer and cleaner.                                                                                                                 Photo Colin Ratcliff
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Remembrance shared in a cascade of poppies
Many readers will have seen the striking poppy display hanging in Rectory Gardens, a beautiful and evocative tribute for 
this year’s Remembrance Day, honouring the sacrifice of those who served in two world wars and marking 80 years since 
the end of the Second World War.

The sea of handcrafted poppies cascading from the village sign was made locally 
following an initial idea by the clerk and chair of Goring Parish Council. Inspired by the 
poppies at the tower and elsewhere, the Arts Society Goring, Goring Gap Local History 
Society and Cleeve by Goring WI members rose to the challenge and brought their own 
special vision to life. They were led respectively by Sally Wicks and Janet Hurst, who 
together ran the workshops, and Krys Knox, who taught, inspired and managed the 
crafters.

Starting in July, 85 local residents knitted and crocheted an incredible 1,752 poppies, 
using more than 110 balls of red wool, funded by Goring Parish Council. As well 
as working at home, more than 50 people attended community workshops in the 
Canterbury Room and the Bellême Room to give locals the chance to learn crochet and 
knit poppies together under the careful guidance of WI members and expert crafters Krys 
Knox and Margaret Robson.

At a final workshop in the Community Centre, the handmade flowers were 
carefully attached to 25 square metres of camouflage netting, no mean task, 
involving a team of 40 crafters and four Parish Councillors.

On Monday 3 November a team of ladies from the community groups 
assembled in Rectory Gardens, ready to put the poppy installation in place. 
Parish Clerk Sarah Edmunds and Chair of Council, Sonia Lofthouse, braved 
the wind and climbed ladders to ensure the sea of poppies was firmly 
attached to the village sign while everyone attached extra poppies, trimmed 
fixings and helped peg the netting into place, creating a breathtaking 
cascade of red. Two ‘Tommy’ silhouettes were then placed at the sides of the 
net to complete the display and create a sense of watchfulness and respect.

Remembrance plaques were hung throughout the village and a spectacular 
poppy topper, made by Krys Knox and Sue Farmer, was placed on the post 
box in the High Street,

Chair of Goring Parish Council, Sonia Lofthouse said: ‘The Parish 
Council is proud to have helped facilitate this poignant tribute. It has been 
wonderful to see the project take shape and the work and dedication of all 
involved that has gone into creating so many beautiful poppies.’

Sally Wicks of the Arts Society, Goring added: ‘This has been a wonderful 
community project enjoyed by all involved. Grateful thanks are due to all 
the volunteers for their commitment and hard work.’

Janet Hurst, of Goring Gap Local History Society reflected that: 
‘Remembrance Day is always a significant day in the calendar. Goring had 
many brave men and women who served in both World Wars and with the 
80th anniversary of the end of WWII it is fitting to create something that is a true community tribute, perhaps reminiscent 
of the way people came together to support the war effort all those years ago.’				    The poppy team

A poppy in progress
                Photo:Barbara Newman

Attaching the poppies to the netting   Photo:Barbara Newman
Preparing  for the installation                   Photo:Barbara Newman

The poppy display at night                                    
                                         Photo: Sarah Loveland.
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Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.comMUSIC and ARTS
The GAP Children’s Film Festival ‘Evolves’
Having started life as part of the GAP Festival, Evolve Film Festival has 
recently launched as a stand-alone event, in partnership with Reading 
Biscuit Factory. It is run by volunteers who live in Goring and Streatley, 
most of whom work in the TV and film industries.

Evolve Film Festival will be rolling out the red carpet at Reading Biscuit 
Factory cinema on Sunday 21 June 2026, celebrating the next generation 
of filmmakers.

Founder Gary McDonagh says: ‘In 2024 we had three times as many entries as our first film 
festival in 2022. Partnering with Reading Biscuit Factory allows us to give these young filmmakers 
a true cinema big screen experience which is going to be amazing to showcase their films. Our 
goal is to grow this into an annual local event with meaningful prizes that help launch creative 
careers.’

James Ireland, Assistant Manager at Reading Biscuit Factory, added: ‘We’re thrilled to partner 
with Evolve Film Festival and welcome young filmmakers to our cinema. Supporting youth 
creativity and giving them a professional platform to share their work is at the heart of what we 
do.’

Entries now open
This youth short film festival is open to young people everywhere and entry is free for students 
from Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Entries can now be submitted!

Film-makers can submit short films made between 2024 and 2026, with three age categories 
(U11, 12–15 and 16–19). Shortlisted creators will see their work on the big screen before the 
winners are revealed in a glamorous awards ceremony at Reading Biscuit Factory cinema.

Past winners have received filming kit, BFI vouchers, cash prizes and industry recognition – 
including a personalised letter from co-founder of Aardman Animations for a stop-motion project.

Why only short films? Gary said that he started his career making the short promotional films that go in between 
programmes to help promote shows or channels. This was a great way to learn how to be concise with storytelling, to write 
scripts, plan shoots and use a camera, as well as editing and post production. For young creatives, short films offer the 
perfect training opportunity to learn all these skills in a short period of time.

And the name, Evolve? This will always be a youth only festival. Like our students who are learning their craft and 
experimenting with different styles and approaches, their work should always be evolving and we wanted to reflect that in 
the name of our film festival.

A legacy of the GAP Festival
Ginny Avery, Artistic Director for The GAP Festival said: ‘The Children’s Film Festival was a project initiated in my first 
year as Artistic Director of The GAP Festival. We are incredibly proud to see this event now stepping into its own, as a 
legacy of the festival. We are sure that it will continue to provide young people in our community with the opportunity to 
explore their creativity and gain recognition of this through the awards. We wish Gary and the team every success and look 
forward to seeing this expand even further.’

Gary says: ‘There are now so many opportunities for local 
young filmmakers to get jobs and careers in the TV/Film 
and wider creative industries, right here in Berkshire and 
Oxfordshire. We want our film festival to be a showcase for 
that local talent, as well as encouraging young creatives to try 
and have a go for the first time with making a film. It is really 
such a fun and rewarding process.’

Evolve Film Festival will be running free film-making 
workshops from January to March 2026 in Goring and 
Streatley (as well as in Reading), covering script development, 
filming and sound/editing.

To join their newsletter, or for information on free workshops 
or sponsorship opportunities please email:                          
 support@evolvefilmfestival.org or follow on their socials:

Instagram: instagram.com/evolvefilmfestival/  LinkedIn: 
linkedin.com/company/evolvefilmfestival

YouTube: www.youtube.com/@EvolveFilmFestival
To submit films to Evolve Film Festival go to: filmfreeway.com/EvolveFilmFestival
Closing date for submissions is Sunday 29 March 2026.                                                                             Gary McDonagh



� November 2025





10 November 2025



November 2025 11

BUSINESS Jo Pereira ggnbus@gmail.com

From humble beginnings to a flourishing boutique – Nicole Mae’s Bridal turns three
When I first turned the key on opening day, the boutique housed a carefully curated collection of just 37 dresses from four 
talented designers. Fast forward to today and our rails are brimming with over 150 stunning gowns from six incredible 
designers, each piece chosen with love and an eye for what makes brides feel extraordinary.

We’ve also added something extra special to our 
collection: an adorable range of ‘mini me’ flower girl 
dresses.

The dream team
While the boutique remains my passion project, I’m 
thrilled to have Sarah, our gifted full-time seamstress 
and dressmaker, as part of the team. With her expert 
touch, Sarah brings alterations and bespoke designs to 
life, ensuring every bride walks down the aisle in a gown 
that fits like a dream and feels uniquely hers.

Recognition we’re proud of
This February brought an exciting surprise: we were 
selected as finalists for the Wedding and Honeymoons 
magazine’s Bridal Fashion Award 2025. We were also 
featured in The Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wedding Magazine 
January edition 2025. For our intimate boutique to be 
recognized among the best in the industry was truly a 
pinch-me moment and a testament to the dedication we 
pour into every appointment.

Brides without borders
One of the most heart-warming aspects of our journey 
has been watching Nicole Mae’s Bridal become a 
destination in its own right. Brides now travel from 

every corner of the country to visit us in Goring. Recently, we 
had the absolute honour of welcoming a bride who made the 
journey all the way from Scotland to meet with me and explore 
our exciting new collection from a talented Ukrainian designer.

Here’s to the future
As we blow out three candles and look ahead, we’re filled with 
excitement for the countless brides we’ve yet to meet and the 
special moments still to come. Thank you to every bride who has 

Nicole Mae

Vita in her dress from Nicole
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BUSINESS continued

Goring’s ‘Original Pilates’ studio turns six
I started Original Pilates to get back to what the essence of what Pilates is really about – simple, effective movement done 
the right way. And it’s been a real pleasure to be such a part of the community in Goring and to see so many people locally 
benefit from the amazing power of Pilates.

But rather than me telling you about it – I asked Nick Parker, who was the very first person through the doors of the 
studio when we opened and is still coming six years later!

What first led you to try Pilates at our 
studio?
I had felt for a long time that my body 
‘wasn’t working right’ – I was in my 40s, 
I had constant slight back pain and was 
really stiff and inflexible. (Never mind 
‘touching my toes’, I could barely touch 
my shins). I had wanted to do yoga for 
years, but whenever I tried a yoga class, 
I was so far from being able to do any of 
the positions that I just used to give up 
frustrated. I was literally thinking about 
what to do about this when I walked 
through the arcade and your studio had 
just opened. I didn’t know much about 
Pilates but I took it as a sign – just do this.

How did you feel about Pilates during 
your first few weeks or months?
Honestly? – I was quite intimidated by 
it. I found it both physically very hard, a 
bit scary (I often felt like I was about to 
fall off the box) and also mentally quite difficult (where was my ‘core’? How do I even connect my brain to that bit of my 
body? Why do I feel so hopeless at this?). But also – I could tell that something really different and quite profound was 
happening to my body.

After six years, how has Pilates changed you physically and mentally?
I’ve made quite a lot of changes to my life over the last six years – I’ve lost weight, changed my diet significantly, got fitter, 
more flexible and stronger. I finally started yoga a few months ago. Most importantly, I feel like my mind and my body are 
‘integrated’ in a way that I never imagined was possible for me. Pilates has been foundational and interconnected with all 
of that.

Can you share a specific moment or tangible result that made you realise the long term impact of your practice?
About 18 months into Pilates, I broke my leg and ankle quite badly (not at Pilates) – Pilates had definitely given me some 
core strength and movement understanding that meant I was able to do the rehab and physio effectively. If I hadn’t been 
doing Pilates it’s unlikely I’d have been able to do the physio properly (a lot of it was similar to Pilates movements). I could 
easily have been left with a limp for the rest of my life.

What has kept you coming back to our studio?
It’s no exaggeration to say that Pilates has changed my life. And part of that is to do with the studio. Because it’s small and 
personal, (max of three in a class) you get personal attention, which definitely made the difference for me. But also – I 
keep coming back because it’s a total no-brainer. To have a world-class facility like this right here on my doorstep? I just 
want to make the absolute most of it.

What’s the one thing you would tell someone who is just starting their own Pilates journey?
If I can do it, anyone can! Just keep doing it regularly, enjoy the process and the results will take care of themselves.

Original Pilates is in Unit 4, The Arcade, Goring: www.originalpilates.co.uk
For more information, call Sophia on 07888 222223 or email sophia@originalpilates.co.uk                                  

Sophia Oh

trusted us, every family member who has shed happy tears in our boutique and every person in our community who has 
supported this dream.

Here’s to many more years of champagne toasts, happy tears and helping brides say that magical word, ‘Yes’ to the dress.
Find us on Station Road in the heart of Goring. Book your appointment today and let’s make your bridal dreams a 

reality: 07745 907105 or 0745907105 info@nicolemaesbridal.com
Nicole, Sarah and the entire Nicole Mae’s Bridal family
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Local men admitted as livery company Freemen
In October, Peter West and Julian 
Kennard achieved one of the highest 
honours available to those whose 
lives have been shaped by the River 
Thames: admission as Craft Owning 
Freemen of the Company of Watermen 
and Lightermen. Their achievement 
represents not only personal milestones 
but also a continuation of the river’s 
centuries-old tradition of service, 
craftsmanship, and community. Though 
their paths differ, both men share a 
lifelong passion for the Thames and a 
commitment to preserving its heritage.

Founded in 1514, the Company of 
Watermen and Lightermen is one of 
London’s oldest guilds. Created under an 
Act of Parliament by King Henry VIII, it 
originally regulated the watermen who 
carried passengers on the Thames and 
the lightermen who transported goods. 
More than 500 years later, the Company 
continues to uphold the spirit of those 
who have lived and worked along the river. While its functions have evolved, it remains dedicated to supporting those 
connected to the Thames, celebrating their skills, and maintaining fellowship within the river community.

For Peter West, becoming a Craft Owning Freeman marks the culmination of a lifetime spent working on and around 
the water. His admittance reflects decades of dedication to maritime work – from hands-on engineering to passenger 
transport. Peter began his training at the Berkshire College of Agriculture in Maidenhead, earning a City & Guilds 
qualification in Marine Craft Fitting Competences (Part 2). This technical foundation led him to Salter’s Steamers, one of 
the oldest passenger boat companies on the Thames, where he worked as both a Passenger Boat Skipper and Engineer. His 
career later took him to the Environment Agency, where he served as a Marine Engineer and Tug Boat Skipper, helping to 
maintain safe and efficient navigation along the river.

Today, Peter continues his work with Hobbs of Henley Ltd as a Passenger Skipper and Crew Member, remaining an 
active figure on the Thames. Beyond his professional commitments, he is an accomplished rower who once represented 
the Goring Gap Boat Club and Wallingford Boat Club – further strengthening his connection to the river and its sporting 
traditions.

For his fellow inductee, Julian Kennard, the path to this recognition began when as an 11-year-old he spotted a Salters 
steamer gliding past with a jazz band on board – a moment that sparked a lifelong fascination with the river. Years later, 
while a student, he applied for a seasonal crewing job with Salters and was quickly recognised for his natural aptitude. 
Trained as a skipper, he earned his Boatmaster’s Licence at just nineteen and spent the next three seasons commanding 
vessels on the Reading-to-Henley service. Loving river life, he joined the National Rivers Authority (NRA) after graduating, 
beginning a career dedicated to the Thames.

Julian started as a Boatman maintaining and helming patrol launches before becoming a Patrol Officer on the Lower 
Thames. At twenty-seven, he became the youngest District Navigation Inspector for No. 1 District, based in Oxford, later 
serving as Operations Team Leader for the Middle Thames Area in Reading. His leadership expanded into policy and 
strategic management, including roles as Southeast Waterways Strategy Manager and, later, Vice Chair and Chair of the 
Association of Inland Navigation Authorities.

Now in a senior national policy position at the Environment Agency, Julian remains closely tied to his roots. He keeps his 
Boatmaster’s Licence active, continuing to skipper passenger vessels. Among his proudest moments was leading a squadron 
during HM The Queen’s Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant in 2012. In 2024, he captained Hobbs of Henley’s vessel The 
Waterman for a royal charter attended by HM The King’s Bargemaster and all the Royal Watermen.

Peter and Julian’s stories, though distinct, are united by their shared devotion to the Thames. Both men exemplify the 
qualities that the livery company has upheld for more than five centuries: mastery of the river, respect for its traditions 
and a commitment to its future. Their careers – one grounded in marine engineering and boat operations, the other in 
navigation management and leadership – illustrate the diverse expertise that keeps the Thames alive as both a working 
river and a living heritage.

Becoming a Craft Owning Freeman is not a mere formality. It requires Freedom of the City of London, sponsorship 
by two existing Freemen and a proven personal or professional connection to the river. For both men, it stands as a 
professional distinction and a reflection of the values that define the Company – skill, service and tradition.

Richard West

Peter West and Julian Kennard holding their certificates   
                                                                                           Photo: Richard West
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Tea party in memory of Linda Rosi
My neighbour, Linda Rosi, passed away on 5 September this year. She was cared for by Sue Ryder so well during the last 
weeks of her life, that I decided to raise funds for the charity.

Linda loved cake, so on Friday 24 October, I arranged a tea and cake party in her memory. Other friends brought cakes 
and also prizes for the tombola. Donations, together with the tombola, amounted to £360.

I would like to thank everyone who helped and came during the afternoon. It was lovely to meet so many of Linda’s 
friends and talk together.                                                                                                                                  Sally Bickerdyke

Towse Court ten-year celebration
Towse Court has celebrated ten years since the new building was opened. 
Towse Court is a South Oxfordshire Housing Association extra care facility 
located in Goring in Icknield Place opposite the Fire Station. There are 40 
flats with some for rent and others for shared ownership.

On 16 October a buffet lunch was held for about 60 residents, families, 
friends and many of those that help to maintain Towse Court. Ray Prior 
opened the event which started with an array of mocktails. Rose Duncan 
and assistants provided an excellent and varied buffet.

John Adams staged a display of the background of Sir Ernest Towse VC 
and our most famous resident, Squadron Leader Tom Lecky-Thompson RAF. 
Tom won the race in 1969 from London to New York flying a Harrier with air-to-air refuelling. John himself is a nuclear 
veteran who witnessed British nuclear tests on Christmas Island. He illustrated something of that experience and how he 
used his explosives expertise later including blowing up a record number of tall chimneys simultaneously.

Another resident Steve Andrews displayed his car ‘Betsie’, a lovingly restored 1933 Austin 
7 Special. The chassis was rescued from a garden 20 years ago 
and the bodywork was hand made.

Throughout the event we were pleased to welcome the well-
known country singer Dave Sheriff. Since his early education 
in Sonning Common, Dave has travelled the world as a prize 
winning ‘one man band’. His performance at the Grand Old 
Opry in Nashville USA can be found on YouTube. He has had 
many TV appearances including this year’s Britain’s Got Talent. 
Dave kept us royally entertained with dancing to his superb 

singing and expertise on guitar, harmonica and violin.
Gem Batchellier, the SOHA team manager closed the enjoyable celebration with a toast to 

Towse Court.                                                                                                           Bob Ridley                                       

Scalextric family fun over the Xmas period?
Once again Goring’s Scalextric layout will be open over the festive season (and 
beyond) for racing sessions.

Over the past four years, many families, birthday parties, team building events, 
Beavers, Scouts and Probus members have raced on Goring’s huge scenic Scalextric 
layout. This has resulted in a total of close to £5,000 of donations for Parkinson’s 
UK.

Sessions usually take from 60 to 90 minutes depending on numbers and ages 
and parties of between four and 12 people are ideal. The layout is housed in an 
insulated double garage in Goring and consists of a 27m long circuit built over a 
two-year period. The end result is a very impressive computer-controlled scenic 
layout which

•	 races up to six cars on the circuit at the same time
	 has lane changing to overtake and to enter the pit lane
	 uses virtual ‘fuel’ as cars go around (cars have to ‘refuel’ in the pit lane)
	 has ‘Le Mans’ style night races with cars and circuit lights
	 displays race positions, lap times and fuel levels on a monitor mounted above the layout
	 plays sound effects when enter pit lane, get fastest lap, run out of fuel etc
	 depicts an Alpine location with mountains, gorges and over 400 fir trees

Racing on the circuit is realistic, competitive and hugely enjoyable! Everyone has a great time and many return visits 
have been accommodated.

So, when you have people staying, why not arrange a session, have some great fun and perhaps break the all-time lap 
record (if you can…) and all for a donation to Parkinson’s UK.

Call Ron on 07747 764274, or email ronmurray@hotmail.com to arrange a session.
Further information and pictures are available at https://ronmurray9.wixsite.com/mysite                                Ron Murray

•

•

•

•

•

•

Dave Sheriff

Celebrating ten years

Betsie

The Gray family racing on the circuit
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Special Advent church services
Benefice of Goring and Streatley with South Stoke
Sunday 30 November, 4pm in St Thomas’, Goring. Advent music and readings.
Sunday 30 November at 11.15am in St Mary’s, Streatley and Sunday 7 December at 4pm in St Thomas’, 
Goring.  Christingle services. See everyone in the light of a candle, in the love of God and in aid of the 
work of our CMS partners, Steve and Lindsey Poulson, working with street children in Honduras. All ages 
welcome.
Sunday 21 December at 11.15am at St Mary’s, Streatley and 4pm at St Thomas’, Goring. Carol services. 

Goring Free Church
Sunday 14 December: 10.30am Family Nativity Service
Sunday 21 December 10.30am Morning service   6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
For more information, please visit: www.goringfreechurch.org.uk

The Catholic Church of Our Lady & St John
Saturday 20 December: Rorate Mass at 7am celebrated by candlelight

Christmas at Goring Library – a real star is coming!
Friends of Goring Library are hanging up their stockings early this year as there are some guaranteed good things arriving 
in the month of December.

Kate Humble
On Thursday 4 December we’re delighted to welcome Kate Humble, well known TV presenter 
and writer who will be coming to join us at the Morrell Room for an evening to talk about her 
fascinating life.

Kate has travelled extensively around the world, especially in Africa and has presented a huge 
variety of programmes – specialising in the areas of wildlife and science, from Springwatch to 
Top Gear. She has been a president of the RSPB and is currently president of the Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust. Kate’s book Thinking on My Feet: The small joy of putting one foot in front of the 
other was shortlisted for the Wainwright Prize.

We look forward to finding out more about the life and interests of this extremely busy 
celebrity who is very kindly travelling from her farm in Monmouthshire to support our library, 
not something she does regularly!

Please book early for this event on Thursday 4th, doors open 7pm for 7.30 start. The cost is £12, to include a glass of 
wine or a soft drink. Tickets available in the library or online at Eventbrite (search for Kate Humble).

December decorations, craft and the shopping evening
As well as this real star, the library will be decorated with its lovely frieze – now in its glorious fifth year. This time, baubles 
will be added to the glittering cast of Christmas trees, gifts, snowmen and of course, stars. If you’d like to make a bauble to 
add, knitted/crocheted/sewn, or even a pompom, do bring it to the Library in December.

Why not come and admire the frieze on the Goring Christmas Shopping Evening on Friday 5 December, when the library 
will host its famous annual gingerbread man trail – decorate a gingerbread man and find the hidden biscuits around the 
library.													                Sara Boorman

News from 2nd Goring & Streatley Scout Group
AGM and Chocolate Bingo
The Scout Group’s AGM was attended by over fifty parents and held on the 14 October. The AGM started with the 
appointment of a new Chairperson, Jo Baker, new Treasurer, Iain Lattimer and new Secretary, Mary Galer; all were thanked 
for taking on these important roles. The Group Scout Master then gave a report of the Scout Group’s previous year’s 
activities and achievements, followed by a request for leaders, particularly for the Beaver section, as TicTac (Kathleen 
Cooksley) will be resigning her role at Christmas after giving over 50 years of service to scouting in Goring and Streatley. 
The AGM expressed their great appreciation for her dedicated service to the youngsters of the two villages.

Following the AGM the parents were joined by the Scout Group members (Beavers, Wolf Cubs and Scouts) for a fun 
evening of ‘Chocolate Bingo’. 

Scouts’ Mechanics Badge
Over the last few weeks, the 2nd Goring & Streatley Scouts have been learning about car mechanics, how a car engine 
works, simple maintenance, repairs and essential servicing and weekly checks. They learned practically how to change a 
wheel, using correct torque spanner measurements etc Scouts were very keen to learn what was required in order to gain 
their badge, instructed by Scout Master (Stitchy) who is a ‘petrol head’, knowing almost everything needed in regards to 
car mechanics.				         																								                         David Cooksley

				                                   Group Scout Master, 2nd Goring & Streatley Scout Group 0118 943 2937
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‘New’ footpath opens in Streatley
A new footpath was unveiled on 24 October by the chair of West Berkshire District Council (WBDC). Tony Vickers 
unsleeved two new green signs at either end of the footpath, to a round of applause from attendees.

Footpath 21 (FP21) runs from the top corner of Streatley Recreation Ground (next to the playground), cutting through 
the east meadow to the River Thames.

Designated a footpath in 2004, as part of a planning agreement when The Swan 
Hotel expanded, it soon became overgrown and impassable. Now it has been 
cleared and fenced at either side. Two purpose-built bridges elevate users over the 

wetland. Overall, it is noticeably wide, 
straight and flat. Connecting to the existing 
footpath with the boardwalk running from 
the corner of The Swan Car Park, it also 
creates a new, mobility-aid accessible route 
of just over 1km.

At the unveiling the chair of WBDC 
thanked attendees (and some absentees) 
for making it happen. Margaret Pawson 
was thanked for being the member of 
the Mid and West Berkshire Local Access 
Forum to bring FP21 back on the agenda in 
2020, as was John Ashton and John Boler 
(of MIGGS) for their continued input. The landowner, The Swan at Streatley, the 
bridge engineering teams and the council’s rangers were also thanked for their 
cooperation and contributions. The Berkshire Ornithological Society advised on 
ensuring nesting birds remained protected. Stock proof fencing was supplied 
thanks to a grant from Mend the Gap.

District Councillor Laura Coyle also gave a short speech. She said that ten 
years ago, when she was on the Parish Council, she remembers FP21 being on 
the agenda most weeks and that it gained some notoriety. She thanked residents 
for their patience. She said the new footpath was important for those who can’t 
manage to use some of the other public footpaths to access the same natural 
spaces. She was enthusiastic about the circular route, which she said would be 
popular with families and children.

Margaret Pawson also gave a speech, 
thanking John Ashton who ran the 
walking group and helped keep FP21 on 
the agenda, before then proceeding to be 
the first member of the public to use the 
recently unveiled path.

Martin Bosley, WBDC’s Rights of Way 
Ranger, told the GGN he started clearing 
all the brambles last summer. He was 
responsible for helping contractors to carry 
out their work. His wife Amy, who also 
works for the council and uses a mobility 
aid, expressed her satisfaction at the width 
of the path. Both of them appreciated the 
different views it provided of Streatley Hill 
and the expanse of water meadows.

After attendees used the path for the 
first time, they were then welcomed 
to The Coppa Club for complimentary 
refreshments. Tony Vickers explained 
to the GGN why it was important that 
footpaths received investment: ‘They 
are healthy for people to enjoy outdoor 
recreation and they bring people into the 
countryside and help them to appreciate 

nature.’ Janet Tuppen, representing Mend the Gap, also commented on the benefits of the footpath, saying it enriches the 
area and is easily accessible for walkers and anyone who wants to come to the Swan. She said: ‘It’s important for everyone 
to have access to wildlife,’

East meadow - fallen trees 2022

East meadow - 2 February 2022

East meadow with new bridge - 
5 October 2025

West meadow - 3 February 2022

West meadow - 4 October 2025New footpath               Photo: Nick Barnes
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Speedgun slightly unnerving?
If you’ve been driving down Wallingford Road or Goring High Street of late, you may have seen 
Goring’s new Community Speedwatch team raising awareness about the 20mph speed limit in 
the village. But who are they, why do they do it and are they going to fine you for accidentally 
driving at 21 mph last week?

Community Speedwatch is a national initiative that has been supported by police forces across 
the country since 2012. Thames Valley Police launched their local scheme in 2021 and many 
towns and villages are now taking part. The Goring Speedwatch group was started this year 
by High Street resident, Michael Rowlands. Michael told GGN that once the 20mph speed limit 
was set in the village centre, he noticed some drivers were not following it and was concerned. 
In September 2024 he took his concerns to Goring Parish Council (apparently ‘wandering’ in at just the perfect moment!). 
Councillor Toby Thurston has since helped him get the initiative up and running. Toby says it has taken a year to gather a 
volunteer team of now eight people and train them up with a course provided by Thames Valley Police.

The main motivation for Michael and Toby seems to be safety. Michael cited widely known research indicating collisions 
at 30mph are far more likely to be fatal than those at 20mph. Toby said that the village is a safer place for everyone if 

drivers keep to the speed limit, particularly near the primary school and in the 
village centre where there are young children and older folk walking on the 
narrow pavements or crossing the road to the shops.

The people in the team are just volunteers from the village. Anyone can join and 
new volunteers are always welcome. Toby and Michael confirmed that although 
the team are all trained by the police, they have no powers except to act as 
observers and be a visible reminder to drivers. In fact they have to follow strict 
rules: they can only record in daylight; they can only stand in locations that have 
been approved by the police; they must wear hi-vis jackets and remain visible 
to drivers at all times; and they must set up a warning sign 50m in front of the 
observation site.

Three volunteers are needed to run each session: one to hold the speed gun 
and the others to record the details of anyone driving too fast. All the details 
recorded (time, speed, number plate, make, and colour) are transferred to the 
police Community Speedwatch system. The police check that the details match the 
DVLA records, and will usually follow up with a letter to the keeper of the vehicle. 
Repeat ‘offenders’ may eventually get a visit from a traffic police officer.

But the team were keen to emphasise that they are just trying to raise awareness 
about speeding; the ideal session is one where they do not have to record 
anything. They say that feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, particularly 
from those with young children and those who live in houses along the main 
roads.

This initiative fits into Goring Parish Council’s (and Oxfordshire County 
Council’s) broader plan to encourage ‘active’ forms of travel, such as walking and 
cycling, to increase road safety and decrease environmental emissions.

Dan Gordon-Potts

Elaine Cox, Senior Rights of Way Officer for WBDC agreed with the sentiment. She reflected: ‘It lay as a jungle for 
years … we had a number of enquiries; nobody knew where it was!’ She said there were a number of challenges with 
the project, including ecological surveys, particularly before tree clearance, because of bats. Another challenge was the 
uneven ground level. At one point they planned on making a boardwalk across the whole area. She says it was ultimately 
unnecessary, as the main issue was the drainage ditches running parallel to the river, which the construction of two bridges 
over them could easily solve.

Elaine did admit that flooding was likely at times, as the groundwater coming from the surrounding chalk hills could 
take up to a year to appear. However, she said that for most of the year she hopes locals and visitors to the area will be able 
to enjoy the flat circular path.

The path cost a total of £37,392 (excluding staff costs), including a grant from Mend the Gap of £8,491.
The Footpath 21 project is part of a wider council initiative: the Rights of Way Improvement Plan. This has the main 

objective of increasing the accessibility of routes in villages.
Elaine said: ‘Footpaths are really important to thousands of people and are quietly appreciated. We can tell they 

appreciate it, because they use them!’                                                                                                            Dan Gordon Potts
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A trip to the Loire: The Arts Society, Goring
In early October, 28 intrepid travellers set forth to discover the delights of the Loire. They sailed from Portsmouth into a 
magnificent sunset, gliding past the historic dockyards for a mill pond channel crossing to France. The mood was decidedly 
jolly, fuelled by a decent supper aboard the Brittany Ferry.

The first night was spent at a hotel curiously styled on 
a Canadian hunting lodge. In the morning an excellent 
breakfast was followed by a drive through the French 
countryside to visit Monet’s Garden at Giverny. A layer of 
algae adorned the famous lily pond (to the mild indignation 
of those wanting a decent photograph), but the house where 
Monet lived and painted for forty-three years was a delight, 
with a beautifully coloured rustic interior bathed in sunlight. 
Monet had an extensive collection of artwork, both French 
and Japanese. The Japanese tourists seemed particularly 
intrigued, having travelled round the world, to be confronted 
by familiar images.

Next day, it was on to Amboise, where Leonardo da Vinci 
lived and worked for the last three years of his life. He 
arrived in 1515, aged 64, following an invitation from King 
Francois I, bringing some of his artwork with him, including 
the Mona Lisa. He lived at Chateau du Clos Luce, which 
houses re-creations of his workshops, his library and cabinet 
of curiosities, as well as a model room containing forty 
fabulous machines, based Leonardo’s drawings, including 
military engineering and even a flying machine. He is buried 
at the Chateau Royal in Amboise, the seat of royal power 
during the Renaissance period.

Another splendid breakfast was followed by a trip to 
Tours, and a tour of the historic town centre with its lively 
central square that made an excellent location for a lazy 
lunch of deliciousness. The afternoon was spent at the Chateau of Villandry, with its stunning world-renowned gardens, 
including the decorative kitchen garden. There is an abundance of vegetables set amongst boxwood, rosebushes, arbours 
and fountains, softening spectacular 
geometric patterns. Then, as every evening, 
it was home to the hotel for supper, in a 
private room, with sociable round tables. 
Generous servings were washed down with 
Loire wine, to the sound of chatter and 
laughter.

Chateau d’Azay-le-Rideau was next. It 
is situated on an island and is a gem of 
Renaissance architecture, making it the 
most popular of the Loire chateaux. Then 
on to the chateau at Saumur, which has a 
Disney quality. Walt had sketched many 
of the chateaux in the area to capture 
his fairy tale castle image. The last stop 
of the day was a visit to the Abbaye 
Royale de Fontevraud, established in the 
Middle Ages as a monastic settlement 
for both men and women. The English 
have sometimes been quite careless about 
where their royalty have been laid to 
rest, but we do know about Henry II, his 
wife Eleanor of Aquitaine and their son, 
Richard the Lionheart: they are buried 
here (somewhere, not necessarily beneath 
their imposing tombs). During the French 
revolution, the Abbey was seized and disestablished before becoming a prison until 1963.

The next day, after some unlucky people failed to secure any chocolate croissant on the ‘seagull’ test, the coach made its 
way to the sixteenth century Chateau de Chambord. It is a huge folly, built as a hunting lodge by Francois I, in order to 

The Chair of the Arts Society, Diane Varian,  on the famous bridge 
at Giverny                                                      Photo: Rosie Mortimer

Richard the Lionheart’s tomb.                                                   Photo: Rosie Mortimer




















































