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Weeding warriors

%

The Goring Parish Council Weeding Day included children’s activities. Seen here with the new weed-ripper
(now called the Pavement Piranha) are the children’s event team - Ilka Weiss, Rosie Brook, Clare Beagley, Krys
Knox. See P20.




No job too small ...

The Bike Repair and E‘cchange team (Clockwise from left) Paul Hardiman, And\ McKenzie, Cllr Tob} Thurston, Steve Rocl\ Rory

Bewlay, Barbara Karayi, Cllr Robin Williamson (at front). See P42.

Trusted to sell & let in
your area for 35 years

A familiar name. Outstanding results.
Service that stands the test of time.

Book your no-obligation valuation today.

01491873456

Alternatively, you can book online at EFeE

davistate.com/moving =

¥ davis tate

Photo: Ron Bridle

June 2026




Goring Gap News

Winner of The Queen’s Award

for Voluntary Service 2004
All concerned in the publication and delivery of
GGN are unpaid volunteers.

Website www.goringgapnews.co.uk
Editor Gill Haigh
07979 686288 goringgapnews@gmail.com
Arts Editor: Rosie Mortimer

ggnarts@gmail.com

Business Editor Jo Pereira
ggnbus@gmail.com
Diary Editor David Slarks

ggndiary@gmail.com
Jonny Russell
ggnsports@gmail.com

Sports Editor
07825 552009

Advertising John Williams
ggnadverts@gmail.com
Invoices Colin Ratcliff
ggninvoicing@gmail.com

Production Kate Ashley,Pauline Garrett,

Mavis Law
Proof Reader Janet Hurst
Postal Subscriptions Tim Cox
01491 872980 timothycox939@btinternet.com

Distribution Victoria Brandon
07876 562338 ggndistribution@gmail.com
Chairman Jeremy Spring

ggnchair@gmail.com
Company Secretary John Boorman
ggnsecretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Anne Parkinson

07500 890373 ggntreasurer@gmail.com

Media contributions

News and articles of local interest, original
poems, drawings and photographs are

invited for the Editor’s consideration. Articles
and digital picture files (at as high quality as
possible - at least 1.5MB for colour) can be sent
to goringgapnews@gmail.com or submitted on
memory stick, along with any handwritten or
typed material, via the post box for Goring Gap
News in Inspiration, 1 The Arcade, Goring,
RG8 9AY, by courtesy of the proprietors.

See website for more details.

Deadline for next issue: 8 July

Distribution
We aim to deliver copies of the GGN to all
households in Goring and Streatley.
July 2026 weekend of 25/26
August 2026 weekend of 22/23
September 2026 weekend of 19/20
If your copy has not arrived after five days
contact Victoria Brandon. (See above.)
Extra copies can be purchased from
Inspiration and Westholme Stores.
Postal subscriptions — UK 52, Europe £92,
Australia & NZ £125, USA £112, World Zone 1
£110.

GGN is published by The Goring Gap News Ltd
(Registered in England & Wales No 3118490)
whose registered office is at Goring & District
Community Centre, Station Road, Goring,
Reading RG8 9HB. The company is wholly
owned by the Goring Gap News Association.
Whilst effort is made to ensure the accuracy of
information printed in the paper, the Editor and
Publisher do not accept any responsibility for
the consequences of any errors that may occur.

© Material published in Goring Gap News
is copyright, but normally the Editor will
be pleased to grant permission for it to be
reproduced, if asked on each occasion.
The opinions published in this paper are not
necessarily those of the Editor, Publisher or the
GGN Association.

Printed by Albry Print Ltd, Wallingford

June 2026

GRAPEVINE

Sunflower Trail

During the summer school holidays 25 July — 30 August, The Garden Design
Studio will be running a sunflower trail in partnership with other Goring
businesses, in a similar vein to the Scarecrow Trail in 2025 October half term.
Families can buy a £1 map from the Design Studio, follow the trail and vote
for their favourites by 30 August. Participating businesses should sign up by
contacting Ben Halson-Classey by 30 June and have their sunflower-themed
display ready by 25 July. Two family winners will be picked at random in the
prize draw on 31 August. The votes will determine the winning display. All
proceeds will be shared by the two primary schools.

English oak reprieved
Residents of Goring and Streatley will be pleased to hear that the notable English
oak located in the car park at the rear of The Swan, Streatley, is to be saved. A
Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was placed on the Oak by West Berkshire Council
at the end of March 2026 and there has since been extensive dialogue between
the Council’s Tree Officers, The Swan’s arboricultural consultants Bartlett
Consulting and The Swan, regarding future management of the tree.

A TPO application has now been submitted to West Berkshire Council
seeking consent for a programme of tree canopy reduction works. These works
are intended to reduce potential risks associated with this mature tree while
ensuring that a much-loved and prominent landscape feature can be retained.
For a photo, please see March 2026 GGN Page 44.

Community grants

As Goring’s District Councillor for South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC),
Maggie Filipova-Rivers provides regular updates, which are available online

in the meeting minutes of Goring Parish Council. In the May/June update her
report includes news on SODC council matters, local government reorganisation,
planning, waste, economic development and housing/homelessness. Lastly, she
says the following about community grants:

‘Recent grant schemes continue to attract strong interest from local
organisations and community groups. South Oxfordshire District Council’s
annual grants programme currently stands at approximately £2 million per
year. We do not know what will happen to our grants programme following
unitarization, so do make the best of it now. South Stoke Community Shop and
Goring Parish Council (playground) have benefited from substantial grants from
SODC, which shows how by working together we can deliver really important
community facilities. Please do look out for opportunities and apply.” See:
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-
support/grants/

The GAP Festival

I hope that everyone has enjoyed the 2026 GAP Festival. It got underway just as
we were preparing June GGN, so the Festival articles and photos will be in next
month’s issue. Editor
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RESIDENTIAL CARE
Exceptional care, every day

Our home in Streatley-on-Thames provides 24-hour care and support
in an elegant, homely country house. Residents enjoy a relaxed
atmosphere that ensures privacy, independence, and a nurturing
environment.
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4 or email

Call us today at 17
S@C ' to book a visit today!

www.coombehouse.co.uk

McGORING GROCER
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28 July — National Finals Day for Goring in Bloom

The committed volunteers of Goring Gap in Bloom work in an environmentally friendly way,
together with our partners in the village, to keep our community looking attractive and welcoming
for both residents and visitors alike. As well as tending the beds on the railway station, the car
park and the Gardiner Field, they strive to maintain the wild flower area by the BT site and other
spots around the village where the introduction of sustainable planting, particularly for pollinators
and wildlife, has been developed in recent years. In the streets and on the station there are 40
containers of different sizes and styles to take care of, filled with plants appropriate to the season.
With the now very evident changes in our climate the watering burden is considerable but we love
what we do and we hope you do too.

To keep our work up to scratch, to learn more and support the important culture of community
gardening we enter the Britain in Bloom competition each year. This year, following Goring’s
achievements in the previous year in the Thames and Chilterns region, we have been nominated for
the second time to represent Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire in the National Finals in UK FINALIST
the Small Town category and we are asking for your help to prepare really well for this challenge. 2026

The judges arrive the evening before their official tour of the village. The next morning they are taken on a two-hour
inspection of our efforts, making an assessment in the categories of horticultural achievement, environmental responsibility
and community participation. The judging criteria are exacting and include some matters which are beyond the control
of the Bloomers to deal with, however hard they nag! Little escapes the judges’ eagle eyes and because Bloom has been
entering the competition since 2012 we know that the help of the public in preparing for this inspection by the Royal
Horticultural Society experts is vital to our performance on the day.

Please help

This year the judges are coming on Tuesday morning 28 July and we’d like your help to present all of Goring in the best
light. Our Bloomers will have been out weeding, sweeping and litter picking and hopefully the dulcet tones of the road
sweeper will have been heard the previous day. But if you could please check the area outside your own property before 28
July and make sure it is clean, tidy and free of weeds, that would be great. As ever, thank you, for your support, and please
wish us luck! Goring’s Bloom committee

BRITAIN
INBLOOM

with the RHS

Looking ahead: Goring-on-Thames Parish Council priorities for 2026/27

Following another productive year for Goring-on-Thames Parish Council, attention is now turning to an ambitious
programme of projects and improvements planned for 2026/27.

While many residents will already be familiar with the successful completion of the new playgrounds at Bourdillon Field
and Gardiner Recreation Ground, the Parish Council continues to make enhancements to both sites, including improved
shade provision, fencing upgrades and the installation of a Goring Wildlife Book at the Gardiner Playground.

In the coming year, one of the Council’s most significant projects will be an update to the Neighbourhood Plan. This will
refresh the plan that was made in 2019 with details of the recently approved Goring Conservation Area Appraisal and with
a new Design Code for the village. The updated plan will be submitted for examination in the second half of the year. It
will ensure that the people of the village retain a strong voice in shaping future development and preserving the character
of Goring.

The Council remains committed to promoting active travel throughout the village. Working alongside Mend the Gap,
plans are progressing for an accessible central Goring walking loop, including improvements to Ferry Lane and sections of
the Thames towpath. Efforts also continue to support cycling, with the Goring to Wallingford Greenway project moving
forward and proposals being developed for additional cycle parking within the village.

At Sheepcot, the Council is exploring several exciting initiatives. Plans are being developed for a dedicated bike track,
alongside improvements to visitor signage and wayfinding. There are also proposals to upgrade the pavilion, providing
enhanced facilities that will support local sports clubs and enable teams to compete at higher levels.

Improving pedestrian safety is another major priority for the coming year. The Council is currently investigating several
significant schemes and looks forward to sharing details with residents in the near future.

Recognising the need to provide facilities for all age groups, work is also continuing on the concept of a dedicated teen-
friendly space, potentially located at Gardiner Field.

The Natural Burial Ground project at White Hill continues to make progress, with proposals expected to be presented
to the community later this year. Funding generated from recent filming activity at the site will help support ongoing
improvements to facilities there.

Residents may also notice a new approach to maintaining village streets and pavements. The Council has purchased a
mechanical weed-ripper, which will be used regularly by the facilities team to help keep roadsides and pathways in better
condition throughout the year. See Page 1.

These projects reflect the Parish Council’s continued focus on improving village facilities, encouraging sustainable travel,
enhancing public spaces and ensuring Goring remains a vibrant and welcoming place to live.

Cllr Toby Thurston
Chair Goring-on-Thames Parish Council
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. GREENLANDS FARM, MOULSFORD
Q o RURAL BUSINESS CENTRE
Rated Outstanding

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL & STORAGE UNITS
VARYING SIZES TO SUIT

CLEEVE LWDGE

Residential Care Home
For The Elderly

3ph SUPPLY, BROADBAND

| OFFICES—3 x 600sq ft, can be put together |

.

ALLWITH 24 HOUR ACCESS & COMPETETIVE RATES
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PHONE JOHN,BEACROFT, 07730046514

CHAUCERS

Picture Framing
& Fine Art Restoration

= Specialising in 24 hour Dementia
and Old age Care

m Respite Care

= Long-term Residential Care

» Daycare

= Victorian country house set in beautiful
grounds, located on'a private road
in Goring On Thames

= Gold standards framework commendation
for end-of-life care

= Enriching and Empowering the lives of the
local community for over 40 years

Specialists in Traditional & Modern Picture Framing
Conservation materials & speciality UV glass
Restoration & cleaning / Free quotes & guidance

01491 652984 / 07887 775 570

email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
website: www.chaucersframing.co.uk

£ | priority.windows Il .

Doors, Conservatories, Garage Doors, Porches, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering.

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation Also repairs including replacement sealed units, locks, hinges and handles.
M Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling. a

iy A Over 35 years of experience
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned o

Wayne Prior

m Tel: 01491 871381, Mob: 07720 716055
www.prioritywindows.co.uk

APPROVED . —— .
WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATIONS E-mail: wayne@prioritywindows.co.uk

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call-Wallingford 01491-833282

Lee Webb Plumbing Ltd
Oil Heating & General Plumbing G.A. Giles

Oil boilers — Installation established 1987
Repairs & Servicing eq - .
OFTEC registered Building - Roofing « Maintenance
Worcester Accredited Installer 07771 695745
Mob: 07712 592307 : -
LL: 01635 202097 grahamegiles49@gmail.com

Email: lee@leewebbplumbing.co.uk
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MUSIC and ARTS Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.coml

Gap Comedy: Ignacio Lopez’s Nada

Comedian Ignacio Lopez brought his latest show Nada to Goring Village Hall,
transforming the familiar community space into a packed and intimate comedy
club for the evening. The event, organised by Gap Comedy, drew a sell-out

audience eager to see one of the UK circuit’s fastest-rising stand-ups. \ %

Lopez, who is half Spanish and half Welsh, has been steadily building a ; —w,_:%l:;gnacia Lop
national reputation through appearances on shows including Live at the Apollo P i% :
and Have I Got News for You, Celebrity Mastermind and Richard Osman’s House ¢ )
of Games. His comedy blends sharp observational humour with affectionate
cultural mockery, drawing heavily on his upbringing in Mallorca and his life
now based in South Wales.

He opened the evening energetically, joking about growing up in Mallorca and
claiming to have once beaten a four-year-old Rafa Nadal at tennis. The contrast
between Spanish life and the peculiarities of Wales provided rich material,
particularly when he turned his attention to British tourists abroad. ‘They can’t
even say ‘paella’ properly,” he complained, ‘a double L is pronounced ‘Yay” and
delighting the audience with an exaggerated lesson in pronunciation before
cleverly reversing the joke by attempting Welsh place names like Llanelli in a
Spanish accent.

Audience interaction formed a major part of the first half. Lopez playfully
questi.oned audignce rpember_s.about their jobs, names, rglations}}i_ps and.where Ignacio in I half Photo: Mark Kibble
they lived, seemingly improvising as he went. While this is a familiar device for '
many stand-ups, it soon became clear that Lopez was carefully storing away details for later use.

The real surprise came after the interval. Given a show titled Nada - ‘nothing’ in Spanish — the audience may not have
expected such an inventive second act. Lopez returned dressed in trench coat and porkpie hat, adopting the persona of
a hard-boiled Spanish detective in the style of a classic film noir. Arriving in Goring to investigate ‘serious crimes’, he
delivered an absurdly dramatic monologue in which the offences turned out to be entirely local and gloriously trivial:
bins not being collected, falling house prices, and a suspicious absence of criminal activity. ‘The only drugs around were
Warfarin,” he deadpanned.

Using projected vintage sepia photographs of the two villages as a backdrop alongside details gathered from the audience
earlier in the evening, Lopez brilliantly constructed an increasingly elaborate tale of intrigue, weaving callbacks, visual
gags, sound effects and improvisation. The craftsmanship behind this uniquely structured performance became evident as
seemingly throwaway comments from earlier in the night reappeared to explosive effect.

Rarely does Goring Village Hall witness such sustained laughter. By the climax, many in the packed audience were quite
literally wiping away tears. Nada proved to be far more than a stand-up set: it was a theatrical, interactive tour-de-force
from a comedian whose star continues to rise. The huge ovation at the end was richly deserved.

Gap Comedy’s next show is on 12 September. For more details go to www.gapcomedy.co.uk

Mark Kibble

Julian Nicholas at Goring Community Jazz

On 8 May the Goring Village Hall audience were introduced to multi-saxist Julian Nicholas, with Martin Pickett
(keyboard), Dexter Norton (drums) and Goring’s Howard King on bass. With a smiling, puckish presence, Nicholas praised
Goring’s community atmosphere and the hall’s acoustics, then launched into his own composition, A Thousand Ships,
referencing Helen of Troy and Nicholas’s partner, another Helen. Ethereal improvisation floated over an insistent bass
figure in 6/4 time. The melody was hard to discern, but it had a Herbie Hancock vibe. The next number featured a surprise
guest, a violinist, introduced simply as ‘Dexter’s Mum’. In a bossa nova, she and Julian (on alto sax) played in unison,
creating a sound more reminiscent of Ireland than Ipanema. In the next number, the lilting Five Hundred Miles High,
‘Dexter’s Mum’ contributed an accomplished solo, but was never seen or heard again!

The first set ended, surprisingly, with the very traditional When You’re Smiling. Julian’s inventive solo included a quote
from Surry with a Fringe on Top; Howard turned in a tuneful and nimble bass solo, and Martin Pickett’s electronic keyboard
sounded more like a real piano than the hall’s own upright does. The second set was both more lyrical and more familiar
than the first, including a Jobim bossa nova, then Charlie Chaplin’s Smile (tho’ your heart is breaking), with Julian on
soprano sax, followed by a ballad of lost love, You’ve Changed, featuring an elegiac, almost tear-jerking tenor-sax solo and
a beautiful contribution from Howard King on bass. A Miles Davis blues was followed by a cheerful South African number
with an infectious, skipping rhythm, and Lawns, a melody in the great American tradition by the much-admired jazz
pianist-composer, Carla Bley, who died in 2023. The session was rounded off with I'll be Seeing You — at a fast swing with
Julian on tenor sax and the group trading fours in the final chorus. An evening of new and old, performed with engaging
style. Gus McGill
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The Garden
Design Studio

Open Mon-Fri 10-4 & Sat 9-4

Product Ranges Include:
« High Impact Outdoor Plants

» Houseplants, Compost &
Decorative Pots

« Bonsais & Accessories

s+ Seeds, Gloves & Garden Tools
« Plantable Childrens Books

« Cards, Notepads & Gifis

« Birdcare

+ So much more

10 The High Street, Goring, RG8 9AT

Contact Ben for more info:

Email: admin@gardendesignco.co.uk / 3 The Garden Design Studio / TEL: 01491 522650

Home & Garden Maintenance
Duncan Crook I
01491 873643
07719 461441

Landscaping
Driveways
Fencing
Patios
Maintenance

03 @

L
OC1 CRANFORD

9:30am-12:00pm SCHOOL

o ool

nMorning

Come and join us. Book your place fordschool.co.uk

A vibrant education for Boys and Girls & in Oxfordshire

STUART GILES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

TEL : 01491 873613 MOBILE : 07919 102412

3 ELVENDON RD, GORING ON THAMES,
Nr READING, BERKS, RG8 OEA

Manor Café at Howbery MANOR CAFE

vpen: vam-4p

ol
Howbery

@ Hot & cold drinks, homemade cakes: all day

’ Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am

# Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11 00am - 2.00pm

& Other hot and cold lunch options: 11.30am - 1.30pm

Order at table or online | Takeway service
Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

www.howberypark.com
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MUSIC and ARTS continued |

Lithuanian harp - a rare treat in Streatley
!ﬁ N - % ] [aid | I At 4pm on 17 May, in St Mary’s Streatley, there was a

Lithuanian harp recital by Emilija Karaliute. This concert

was the first time that most of us in the audience had ever
seen or heard a concert 29 string Lithuanian harp or Kanklds
(pronounced Kank-lays) played live. I was unprepared for how
very beautiful the music produced by the instrument is.

Emilija spoke in-between each piece to tell us some of the
history, legends and facts about the Kanklds. It is only made by a
few craftsmen in Lithuania and takes six months to make; each
Kanklds has its own ‘personality’ and the craftsman builds them
with that precise player in mind. Originally, in pre-Christian
times they were made in memory of people and it was believed
that the soul of the deceased spoke when the instrument was
played. The tree for the wood is selected first with care and
7 even when the Kankl0s is finished it is sometimes discarded as
\ ' S a failed instrument. They have existed for many centuries and
Harp player Emilija Karaliute Photo: Stella Robinson the first Bibles translated into Lithuanian translate one of the

Biblical instruments as a KankIds.

Kanklds can be used to play any sort of music with similar versatility and range as a piano. Emilija began with classical
music pieces by Mikulsis, Naujalis and Svedas who were or are Lithuanian composers. The pieces were all based on folk
music but composed in a classical style, telling us of the beauty of the forests and of Lithuania, an excellent introduction to
the delight of Lithuanian music. This was followed by wonderful renditions of more traditional classical pieces. The recital
ended with a new piece, Rebmae, composed especially for Emilija by Caroline Elizabeth Harding, an Irish composer. This was
one of the most enchanting pieces of classical music I have heard, telling a Lithanian legend about the Sea God.

Emilija sent a message of thanks to say that she very much enjoyed her trip to St Mary’s and as for the audience, we are
now all Kanklds fans! This instrument deserves to be more widely known and played for its beautiful notes and depths
of tone and its versatility. Our next St Mary’s Concert is on Sunday 13 September at 4pm with Ikuko Inoguchi, Sally
Goodworth, both virtuoso pianists, and Hayley Tull who plays both flute and piano. This concert will include six handed
piano trios which are rarely seen in performance. Unmissable . Stella Robinson

Who doesn’t love an underdog?

Underdog: The Other Other Bronté... Is that a typo? No, you read correctly ...The Other Other Bronté. A bold choice of

a title by playwright Sarah Gordon. Underdog: TOOB is a comedic play that takes an irreverent look at the lives of the
Bronté sisters, focusing particularly on the often-overlooked Anne. It’s a play which manages to be both hilarious and
thought-provoking, offering a contemporary lens on three very talented and competitive sisters with three very different
personalities, rubbing along in a parsonage in Haworth, in the middle of the Yorkshire Dales.

This Sinodun Players’ (SP’s) production has a plethora of Gap people involved. It is being directed by Goring’s own
Dorothy Hirsch, better known for directing wide open farces; The Titfield Thunderbolt and Murdered to Death with
the Goring Gap Players, A Bunch of Amateurs and Breath of Spring with the Sinodun Players, this is a somewhat more
thoughtful offering, but she is greatly enjoying the challenge! And will undoubtably still find a place or two for some
schtick. The Producer for this extravaganza is another Goring local: BAFTA award winner Guy Gilks.

It’s a very exciting cast with Anne being played by Sorrel Gibson in her Corn Exchange debut. Sorrel is finishing up her
current round of professional training with every intention of building a career as a working actor. Completing our trio of
female Brontés are Holly Gonzalez Smithson playing the pithy poet, Emily, and Natalie Davies as our forceful Charlotte.
The final Bronte, their brother Branwell, is played by another new actor debuting with the SPs, Heather Banyard.

The set, designed by Nicola Webb (with Lighting Design by Bruce Williams) provides an inventive canvas for the
Ensemble who, amongst the five of them, will cover 30+ roles ranging from critics, respectable publishers and
housekeepers, to bratty children and lampposts. Dan Beauchamp (back on stage after a time out), Donna Thomson (fresh
from her British premiere performance in The Inheritance), Will Lidbetter (a longstanding fan favourite), Martha Bullock
(another fresh young face debuting with the SP’s) and Alex Watts (better known as SP’s outrageous panto Dame) are
having a blast as the Ensemble.

One of the most exciting aspects of this production is a collaboration between the SP’s and Pangbourne Choral Society
(https://pangbournechoral.org.uk) whose Director of Music, Goring’s Sara Benbow, and Board of Trustees, have accepted
the challenge of recording a soundtrack reflecting 19th century Yorkshire and the Brontés’ local and longest running choral
society in nearby Halifax.

Underdog: The Other Other Bronté by Sarah Gordon will be at the Corn Exchange Wallingford, 14-18 July 2026. Tickets
are on sale now at https://cornexchange.org.uk Dorothy Hirsch
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GORING SOCIAL CLUB =

Meet ¢ Relax ® Socialise
Right Here in Goring
New Members Always Welcome!

Goring Social Club is more than just aclub - it's a
village hub open for all, with something for everyone:

® Live Action: Catch all the games with Sky & BT Sports.
® Games: Snooker, pool, darts, crib, and bingo.

@ Events: A packed social calendar.

® Great Value: A fantastic selection of food and drinks.
® A Welcoming Space: For all local clubs and societies.

Drop in this week GoringSocialClub.co.uk

T.D.LANCASTER

f } CHIMNEY SWEEP

Domestic, agency and commercial
chimney sweeping in & around Goring

Solid fuel, oil, gas, biomass flues

01491 877 319

tdlchimneysweep.co.uk

e Great Parking

* Vast Range

* Loyalty Scheme
* Local Deliveries

Blake's Pet Foods, The Lodge, Old Reading Road,

Wallingford, OX10 8BW
Blakeés

Tel: 01491 834911 .
OPEN 9am-5pm Mon to Sat
PET FOODS & ACCESSORIES

www.blakespets.co.uk

10

TAND@O![ ESTAUANT

o152
High Street, Gormg
01491 875078 / 872796
www.masooms.co.uk
Open every day 5.30-10pm (10.30pm on Fri/Sat)
Sat & Sun 12-2pm
For takeaway: order online or call

THE SWAN g
072 vddo2d

Open-air
Cinema

Thursday 30ch July, 7pm
Grease

Thursday 17th September, 7pm

Goldfinger

SCAN TO BOOK
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MUSIC and ARTS continued
Summer opportunity : Let’s get LOUD!

Hi! My name is Toby; 'm 15 years old and a Grade 8 Drum
student living in Streatley. I play in youth rock bands

in Leeds every summer and Easter, am studying music
GCSE and do a lot of drum composition in my free time.
I'm looking to study music at university and have even
drummed at The Fortune Theatre in London.

Over the summer (28 June to 6 September) I will have lots
of free time and so if there are any primary or secondary
school age students who would like to:

+ Have a ‘Try out the drums’ session (£10 for 30 mins)
 Drum tutoring on Trinity Rock and Pop — Grades 1 to 4
(£15 for 40 mins)

« Help with Grades 6 and 7 to support existing drum
lessons (£15 for 40 mins)

« Learn to play some new rock tunes for fun

- Just play loudly (without your parents complaining)

See my website www.tobyplayzdrums.com or drop me an
email to tobyplayzdrums@gmail.com Whether you’d like a
one-off session or weekly help, just let me know. I have a
full kit and every student will get a free pair of drumsticks
(although I can’t guarantee how long these will last
because while having fun you can break them a lot more
easily than you think — as all great drummers should...)
For safeguarding reasons student’s parents may need to be
present at my house while I am teaching. As I am 15 years
old, one of my parents will be around too. But free ear
plugs are supplied for all!

Goring Gap u3a Poetry Group

As the second in a series of articles about the vibrant u3a in the Goring Gap, we will be looking at the Poetry Group, run
by Lyn Ellis. It’s a small group, usually six or seven people, that meets on the morning of the third Monday each month to
discuss a wide range of poetry and poetry related subjects.

Some meetings are focused on a theme — for example wind or landscape — and some are about an individual poet — for
example Louis MacNeice or W H Auden. At each meeting the members of the group each bring along one or two poems
that are related to the theme or by the specified poet, and the group then discusses those poems. As the poems will be new
to most of the members of the group the objective of the discussion is to understand how the poems appeal and enrich the
thoughts and perspectives of the members.

There are several ways of approaching the discussion of poetry, from the academic to the more impressionistic, from a
technical perspective to a more emotional response, and as will be already clear the focus of this group is on using poems
as a springboard for discussing immediate reactions to the poems and discovering how the members feel differently after
reading the poems. Sometimes it is important to understand the context within which a poem was created, for example the
political situation or the personal struggle that the poet was going through, but the group is usually much more focused
on seeing how a poem has affected each person and what it has made them think about. As reactions to poetry are usually
highly personal, seeing the range of responses is extremely fascinating — and the members rarely go away from the meeting
without a new sense of their own changed thoughts.

One of the fundamental rules of the meeting is that personal responses to a poem are not challengeable and are not
in any sense wrong — and, in contrast, what is usually intriguing and thought provoking to the group is exploring why
those personal responses have been formed. Part of the pleasure of reading a poem often lies in the fact that they are
concentrated thoughts and sometimes that makes them difficult to read and appreciate, but this isn’t a concern in the
discussion because we are not interested in puzzling out difficult texts, but in finding emotional and intellectual responses.

Often people are so pleased to discover a poem that otherwise they would never have come across; often people are so
pleased to find a different perspective from the wide-ranging discussions. And that is what keeps members coming back
enthusiastically to the Poetry Group.

Paul Davies
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Grace & Gravity celebrate seven years

Tucked away beside The Swan at Streatley, overlooking the River Thames,
Grace & Gravity Yoga Studio has been helping people find movement,
mindfulness and community for the past seven years. While many local
residents may have passed by without noticing, the tranquil riverside studio
has quietly built a loyal following and is now inviting new students to
discover all it has to offer.

As part of its seventh birthday celebration, Grace & Gravity is enabling
newcomers to try out everything available in the studio through its popular
30-Day Freedom Pass, which allows you to explore a range of classes and
find the style of movement that suits you best.

The studio’s experienced teaching team includes local instructors Vicky
Mills and Ellie Radziwill, who guide students with warmth, expertise and
encouragement.

While the studio continues to grow, its
focus remains firmly on the people who
walk through its doors.

‘Our students are our main focus — we
wouldn’t be here without them,’ said studio
manager, Luana. ‘The Freedom Pass is a
wonderful way for people to experience the
studio, meet our teachers and discover the
classes that feel right for them.’ Grace & Gravity students Photo: Holly Spurrett

Alongside its regular programme of yoga,

Pilates and wellbeing classes, Grace & Gravity will also be celebrating its seventh birthday
with a special Earth & Air Retreat at its sister site at Howbery Park, Wallingford, on 4 and
5 July.

Find out more at https://www.graceandgravity.studio/events/earth-and-air-retreat

Ready to roll out your mat? Visit our website to book a class and discover how
movement, mindfulness and community can help you feel your best.

Grace & Gravity Studio
Photo: Victora Mills Luana Buratta

New friends find old connection at Lyndhurst Care Home

Moving into a care home is always an opportunity to make new [
friends, but when Vera Crook arrived at Lyndhurst Care Home |
in Goring, she discovered she had far more in common with
fellow resident Barbara Scott than either of them could have
imagined.

As they chatted about their backgrounds and where they
had lived, Barbara mentioned that her sister, Iris, had lived
in Henley — a town Vera knew well. But it wasn’t until a card
arrived in the post that the pair uncovered an extraordinary
connection.

‘I was sitting next to Barbara when the postman delivered
a card for her,’ recalled Vera. ‘She opened it and showed it to
me. I recognised Iris’s handwriting straight away and couldn’t
believe it. We’d only just met, and I had no idea who Barbara
was at the time.’

Vera had lived next door to Iris for more than 30 years. Barbara and Vera have become close friends since moving in
Although both women had heard each other’s names Photo: Darren Pepe
mentioned in conversation over the years, they had never met.

The discovery has brought the two 95-year-olds closer together and created a special friendship.

‘Tm always ready to make friends — I'd much rather have company than be on my own,’” said Barbara. ‘Vera is very, very
friendly and she makes me feel at home here.’

The pair sit together in the home’s lounge every day and share a love of knitting. Vera is always on hand to help if
Barbara drops a stitch and together they have made a blanket.
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I’T‘b mortimer burnett

Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk

www.mortimerburnett.co.uk
The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 9DD
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TREE SURGERY

Qualified including NPTC {(National proficiency tests council)

Fully insured for all tree wark

FENCING CONTRACTOR, LANDSCAPING
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Designed to your requirements
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Joslyn.terry@yahoo.com
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THE GRANGE
RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME
DAYCARE

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1985

491 853

For more info call or email thegrange@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

By Bea Interiors

www.bybeainteriors.com

Interior Design for Rental Properties & Homes

Affordable design made easy
Beautiful homes and guest-ready rentals, tailored to
your budget.

Ready to help with your next project, just give us a call.

07460338382 bybeainteriors@gmail.com @bybeainteriors

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning for your
home

Expert

Carpet Cleaning Services
We have been cleaning carpets and
soft furnishings in your area for over 25 years.

Call today for your no obligation quote

01491 818606

Carpet, Upholstery, Rug and Curtain cleaning
www.ExpertCarpetCleaningServices.co.uk
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Lyndhurst is a 20-bedroom care home overlooking Goring playing fields, providing residential, dementia and respite
care. Activities Coordinator Eleanor Preston said it has been wonderful to see the friendship develop.

‘We put a lot of effort into finding out about our residents’ backgrounds and interests so we can help them build
relationships when they move in,” she said. ‘Barbara had only recently arrived when Vera joined us, and discovering they
had so much in common helped them both settle in quickly. We always make sure they sit together at mealtimes, and they
genuinely enjoy each other’s company.” The pair take part in everything from baking and cocktail-making to trips out for
coffee at The Swan in Streatley. Whatever they’re doing, they’re usually doing it together.

About Lyndhurst Care Home

Situated opposite Goring playing fields and the bowls pavilion, Lyndhurst is a small, family-owned residential home
that has been providing care for older people for more than 20 years. It offers 24-hour residential, dementia and respite
care, with a range of single, double and private patio-access rooms. It is part of Goring Care Homes which was established
in 1986 by Jackie and Colin Northey. The Grange Care Home was born from their passion for compassionate care and
they expanded their vision by acquiring Lyndhurst in 1999. Today, their legacy continues under the stewardship of their
daughter Joy and grandson Aaron, combining decades of experience with family dedication. Lisa Pettifer

01491 871325 / https://goringcarehomes.com/

Withymead Nature Reserve completes ‘Phase1’ of its accessibility project
Readers may remember that Withymead was fortunate to receive
grant funding from Mend the Gap and DEFRA’s Access for All funding
almost 2-years ago, for Phase 1 of a project to increase the accessibility
of the reserve. The scope of the project was significant — creating a
new boardwalk to the Kingfisher hide, a welcome shelter and finally

a new entrance gate with bespoke carved signage. The difference this
project has made is massive and we have already welcomed many
delighted individuals and groups for whom Withymead was previously
off-limits.

The final piece of the project is now in place — a new entrance
gate with bespoke, oak-carved name plates. The carved name plates,
created by the talented joiners at Jack Badger Ltd, reflect the flora and
fauna found at Withymead and the sites’ boat building heritage. They
are a beautiful, tactile addition to our main entrance — hopefully more
people will now be aware of the wonderful, natural space accessible
beyond the gates.

‘The new, oak-carved name plates, with ivy creeping around the
wording ‘Withymead Nature Reserve’, incorporates flora and fauna s >
found in the reserve and the copper used in Sam Saunders’ ‘Consuta’  Jishymead, The Gates
boat building technique, to reflect the uniqueness of Withymead’

- Jenny Hedge, Trustee, The Anne Carpmael Trust CIO

However, work to protect and enhance the reserve doesn’t stop
with the completion of this phase of the project. In the Autumn, we
will commence a new project funded by Mend the Gap — focusing on
nature recovery. This project will involve dredging waterways within
the reserve to remove years of silt build-up to restore the flow of water
through the reserve. Watch this space for further updates. AR

We are also delighted to advise you that we have reached three- Withymead Gate Pane
quarters of the funding for ‘Phase 2’ of the accessibility project
— upgrading the bridge and remaining 60m of boardwalk. We are grateful for significant contributions to the Phase 2
fundraising from South Oxfordshire District Council, the Bernard Sunley Foundation, Ninevah Charitable Trust and
numerous generous individual donations. This will complete the accessibility project — enabling visitors of all abilities to
experience the nature that calls the Withymead reedbed home.

We still have a small shortfall to raise before we can plan to commence work on replacing the bridge and boardwalk later
this year. So, it’s not too late to ‘buy a board’ and make a lasting difference to Withymead.

Watch our fundraising video at https://withymead.org/watch-our-fundraising-video/ to find out more, and ‘Buy a
Board’ at https://withymead.org/buy-a-board/ — every donation will help us meet our £115,104 fundraising target to
make it happen!

If you’d like to know more, or would like to help in any other way, please contact Phil Rooney, Chair of the Anne
Carpmael Trust CIO which manages the reserve, at info@withymead.org Phil Rooney

Photo: Phil Roon;}
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www.warmingham.com

Opemng new doors _for you

Having celebrated successive record breaking years in 2016, 2017, 2018,
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024, we've done it again in 2025!
Please join us fo realise your property aspirations!

Warmingham & Co - Your leading independent property consultancy.... Having been established for over 40 years,
we don’t rest on our laurels; Leading by the front, achieving the very best for our clients. For a 10th consecutive
ear, 2025 proudly saw Warmingham & Co, out-sell and out-let all of our competitors within our area of coverage”®,
s recorded by Rightmove. Accordingly, you can be assured of a professional and thorough approach from our
highly qudlified and experienced, personable staff, who both understand the current marketplace, and yield
Extensive local knowledge. Offering our clients the most effective, cohesive and progressive marketing package
failor-made to their own individual requirements, locally, nationally, and internationally, 7 days a week, we are
here to make your next move both seamless, and the right one for you.

‘OX100, OX106, OX109, OX11 0, OX11 9, OX49 5, RG18 0, RG18 9, RG20 6, RG20 7, RG20 8, RG4 7, RG4 9, RG7 5, RG7 6, RG8 0, RG8 7. RG8 8, RG8 9, RGY 4, RG? &, RGY 6.

Sales & Valuations Call us 7 Days A Week fo arrange a Free Valuation or Viewing Lettings & Valuations
Office Opening Hours: Friday: 09:00 - 18:00, Saturday: 09:00 - 17:00 & Sunday: 10:00 - 16:00 T 01491 875011
Website Opening Hours: 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week - 365 Days A Year E leftings@warmingham.com

3 > James [of {aren
Warm ( 5 \ O’Loug ughlin Ellioft Banfield Warmingham

Not all plumbers
are created equal.

Which?

Our electrical division applies the same care, expertise, and service you Scan f_OF
already rely on for heating: and we now also install air conditioning to Electrical
keep your home cool and comfortable.

(13

Really happy with the Air Conditioning / Heat Pump installation by Premier Heating
Solutions. From quote to installation the process has been brilliant. Chris and the
team worked tirelessly over the last few days, going above and beyond to make
sure that every element was completed to the highest standard. Thanks again!
Google review, May 2026

Scan for
Air Con

M 01491671718 premierheatingsolutions.co.uk é‘@ E

SECURE
ELECTRICAL " —
LIMITED CONTRACTOR

Butleri/Proctor Ltd.
Building Contractors

New builds, extensions and alterations
Project management and all associated trades

Callum Hodnett
07588 337730

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance -Inspection & Testing
Single & 3 Phase

The Old Forge Yard * Main Street » Checkendon * Oxon

01491 682755
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Poetry by the River: an afternoon with Edmund Hall

The Friends of Goring Library and The Carpmael Trust are delighted to be joining in a joint
venture to welcome visitors to the Withymead Nature Reserve for an enchanting summer
afternoon.

Walk, cycle or drive (but remember parking is limited!) to hear anecdotes and poems from
a gem of a book written to raise funds for the RNLI.

The book Tamesis is a lyrical journey along the Thames where water, history and humanity §
interlace in verse composed by Edmund Hall, a lifelong sailor and a volunteer lifeboatman on §
the Thames.

Reviews of Hall’s verses confirm that they
capture the river as a living, breathing force,
in turns majestic, dangerous and tender. Sir Ian
McKellen claims they record high drama alongside wistful reverie, as they flow
from Oxfordshire tributaries, Sonning trout pools to Waterloo sunsets and
London’s tidal reaches. Jeremy Treglown recommends you read them aloud but
here is the chance to hear the author himself read them aloud, beside our own
special part of the Thames here in Goring.

Take time to enjoy the riverside setting of the Withymead Nature Reserve,
watch and listen to the abundant wildlife it supports, explore the hidden boat-
building of the past then reward yourself with tea and cake!

Join us on Sunday 12 July 2pm-4pm, doors open 1.30pm. Tickets are
available from Eventbrite and the Library. The cost is £6, under 16s free if
accompanied by an adult. Price includes refreshments.

All proceeds from book sales will go to support the RNLI; tickets sales will
support both the Withymead Nature Reserve and the Friends of Goring Library

Please note in the case of inclement weather,
particularly strong wind gusts, the event may need to
be cancelled. Please check either www.fogl-oxon.co.uk
or www.withymead.org for weather updates in advance
of the event.

Edmund Hall on a lifeboat

Gaye Walsh
Events Organiser, Friends of Goring Library

Author interview: Helen Russell

The Friends of Goring Library are delighted to welcome local author Helen Russell to discuss her latest book, Laura Clark is
Away from Her Desk. We are very lucky to be getting an exclusive Goring interview as this novel is launched.
Helen is a best-selling author, journalist and speaker. A former editor of Marie Claire she turned to writing non-fiction
.~ when she moved to live in Denmark. Her books The Year of Living Danishly and
*So witty, so entertaining yet so moving . . . | loved it!" How to Raise a Viking have both become international best sellers, translated
MARIARIEXES into many languages. She is currently the author of six books with this, her first

novel, due out in July this year.
Helen tells us that the novel is an ideal summer
read and the reviews from fellow authors and readers
A &) o
F R OM something HR manager who juggles work, family life
and an elderly mother on a daily basis until one day she

alike confirm this statement. Marian Keyes writes that
Countless women will identify with Laura Clark.’
H E R \“ N = doesn’t! What has happened to Laura is revealed as her family and colleagues

Readers have found it funny, wise and everything in
between. The novel tells the story of Laura, a forty-

the novel is ‘so witty, so entertaining, yet so moving.
try to find out why Laura Clark is away from her desk.
Join us on Wednesday 29 July at 7pm in Goring Library when we talk to

| h“‘:__—:‘\ ol Helen to discover the story behind the story and settle down to a great summer
' 7 5 read. Tickets cost £10 to include a complimentary drink and nibbles, available

from the library or on EventBrite.

Helen
Russell Gaye Walsh

Events Organiser, Friends of Goring Library
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Care in your own home

Quality care by local, experienced, compassionate carers

.

& WE OFFER
DENTAL F’RA-émg-- * Day and night care
{ « Personal Assistant Support for Young Adults
£99 New Patient Assessment - All-inclusive X-rays, clinical photegraphy, a 3D intraoral * Dementia care
scan, and Al-assisted diagnostics. - Home from hospital rehabilitation

Enjoy comprehensive family dental care at the award-winning Woodborough House

. . . . « Competitive and fair rates
21 READING ROAD, PANGBOURNE, RGE7LR  T.0118984 3108 WHATSAPP: 07824 469897

WWW.WOODBOROUGHHOUSE COM INFOBWOODBOROUGHHOUSE COM « All inclusive social events for our clients
and family members
*Live in Care
(3
Taking Care Of Your Garden SENERTS
« Assistance with bathing,
F ; T dressing, cooking and
Would you like a compl.ete or part e
Garden Design « One-to-one personalised Care
Or an individual & uplifting  EvAngyof cerel
R « Stay in your own Home
Plantlng Plan « Peace of mind

& implementation ; . ; :
We are an experienced independent care provider supporting elderly

Or regular care ofyour garden with people and adults with disabilities to live independently at home. We
. : deliver high-quality, person-centred care tailored to each individual's
Garden Maintenance

unigue needs, promoting dignity, choice, and independence.

GARDEN DESIGN

Tel 07796 320 926
sharon@dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk
www.dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk

Interior Design | Soft Furnishings | Gifts

- Extensive Fabric Library - Paints
BOUTIQUE HAIR SALON - Wallpapers - Lighting
" - Full Design Service - Upholstery

1 High Street, Goring-on-Thames

U Oxon RGS 9AT

~ 01491 872677

; hello@marysinteriors.co.uk

ﬁ www.marysinteriors.co.uk
1

@? Resonate

HEARING CENTRE

Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised hearing care and solutions
Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax removal, custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and more
Website www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk Phone number: 01235 838515
Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
Harwell Innovation Centre. Harwell Science and Innovation Campus, Curie Avenue. 0X11 0QG
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

who accepts no responsibility for views expressed

The Editor welcomes your letters — normally no more than 350 words please — but reserves the right to edit them

Tennis Club members rally round

Dear Editor—We've had a great start to the season
at Goring Tennis Club (GTC) on Sheepcot Recreation
Ground, with lots of local families joining us and a
brilliant turnout for our new pickleball sessions.

Our momentum took a bit of a hit mid-May when the
clubhouse was targeted with graffiti and litter. However,

I want to say a huge thank you to the volunteers and
neighbours who stepped up immediately to paint over the
mess and get everything sorted out.

GTC is run entirely by volunteers who work hard to
keep the facilities in top shape for our members and the
wider villages. While dealing with this kind of behaviour
is frustrating, the quick cleanup showed what a great
community spirit we have here.

The incident has been reported to Thames Valley Police
(CRN: 43260244171). We just ask that residents keep
acting as our eyes and ears around the recreation ground
in the evenings. If you see anything suspicious, please call
101 so we can keep Goring and Streatley’s community
spaces safe for everyone.

Bob Kapp
Treasurer, On behalf of the Goring Tennis Club Committee

Blankets for Ukraine

Dear Editor—I was so pleased to see the article in GGN
last month about the blankets sent to Ukraine by Inna
Velychenko.

I would like to thank all the people who knit squares for
these blankets. Most of them are in the Goring & Streatley
area but I have a friend in Ireland who sends me 100
squares each month. I would also like to thank the friend
who crochets the borders of the blankets.

If there is anyone who would like to knit squares for
these blankets, please let me know via GGN.

Judy Holden

Christian Aid Week - thank you

Dear Editor—The total raised last month during Christian
Aid Week in Goring, Streatley and South Stoke was
£2,455!

A very big thank you to all those who donated so
generously, those who prepared the envelopes for
distribution and those who delivered them. We are
especially grateful to those who delivered envelopes in
several roads and enabled us to reach considerably more
houses than we did last year. Thanks are also due to Ann
and Chris Moody and their band of helpers for organising
and hosting the Ploughman’s Lunch at Oriel House,
and to Westholme Stores and Inspiration for their kind
cooperation in receiving the envelopes in their shops.

Judith Aguda

Thames Path

14 months have passed since the National Trail between The Close and
Friars Ford closed for much-needed repairs due to erosion and flood

damage. (See GGN June 2025 P27.)

Wooden barriers were erected blocking access to the path, but recently
someone took a saw to both ends, destroying the barriers. West Berkshire
District Council (WBC), who are responsible for the path in Goring, have
said that the damage has been reported to Thames Valley Police. The
fencing will not be replaced;
instead, hazardous areas
have been marked out with

| tape.

June 2026

| Hannah Gutteridge,
Thames Path Manager at the Thames Path National Trail in Oxford, says
| that they hope that by the end of March 2027 the options for repair will
| have been examined and technical drawings produced. West Berkshire can
1 then make an application to the Environment Agency, which takes about
| 22 weeks, to get permission to carry out the work, after which, if funding is
| available, a contractor can be assigned.
Further erosion may take place in the interim and WBC asks walkers to
respect the safety measures.

Dan Gordon-Potts
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Adults get weeding while the little ones have fun ==

Saturday 16 May saw an impressive turnout for Goring Parish Council’s
Village Weeding Day and Picnic, organised this year in collaboration with g
Goring Villagers Against Glyphosate and Goring in Bloom. Volunteers of
all ages from eight upwards fanned out across the village and together
they collected and disposed of a scarcely believable thirty black bags of
weeds from our streets, lanes and driveways!

Meanwhile, over on Rectory Gardens, the Little Adventurers’ fun
sessions were enjoyed by children from Goring and Streatley primary
schools and pre-school. The children explored six activity zones that
aimed to teach about the weeding cycle, how to spot a weed (‘a weed is
a plant in the wrong place’) and concluding in a magnificent bug hunt
led by Goring in Bloom. Bloomers, Rosie Brook and Krys Knox, led the
‘pollinators’ bug trail where twelve larger than life creatures made from
upcycled materials were spun from trees or nestled into bark, waiting to
be discovered.

At the end of the day the children, parents and all the hungry weeding
volunteers were treated to a delicious curry, kindly donated by Masoom’s,
and cakes baked by Viv’s Cafe, Patricia Williams and Linda Palmer,
among others.

The idea with the bug hunt and the themed play zones was to set up

a safe enclosed space for the children to have fun and learn why the Weeder with wheelbarrow of weeds
village is exploring alternatives to chemical weed c

ontrol. Not only was
A P, this event a good way to learn about
; weed cycles and pollinators but
crucially, it’s been an opportunity for
inter-generational learning between
the children and the Bloomers — how
to take better care of our village, our
planet and each other.

My co-organiser for this event,
Ilka Weiss, observed: ‘It was
wonderful to see Goring and
Streatley villagers of all ages coming
together to create a positive impact
| on the local environment. Even a

th 7 X h

Children learn about common weeds from Bloomer Rosie

seemingly small act like weeding together side-by side has led to
unexpected conversations and also a reminder that we all can “do
something”.’

The debut appearance of Goring’s brand-new weed ripper was
also a big draw for the children. Young villagers were encouraged
to name the weedy wonder that promises to take the hard work
out of weeding in future. Pavement Piranha was voted favourite
with Robyn Sutherland-Pearce age four winning the prize draw
for the Little Adventurers’ tool set kindly donated by Goring
Hardware Store. Weed rippers use mechanical brushes to remove
stubborn weeds from roads and pavements, and many towns
and boroughs across the UK now use these as part of their non-
chemical weed management programmes.

e
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~ Piw

Feeling pleased about a job w
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The purchase of the ripper comes asa [J
result of over nine months of knowledge g
sharing and research between the ¥
Parish Council and our organisation, ‘
Goring Villagers against Glyphosate.
After listening to residents’ views and
reviewing alternative approaches used
successfully elsewhere, the Parish
Council has agreed to trial a revised
weed management programme over the
next 12 months.

Parish Councillor David Bermingham
reflects: ‘It’s been wonderful to see
what community collaboration can
achieve. With the new weed ripper and
community effort as we’ve seen with the
recent Weeding Day, we hope that we
won’t need to resort to chemical weed
treatment and that community days
such as this will become a feature of the
annual village calendar.’

Our next event will be The Big
Sweep on Saturday 7 November — with

S 0 5

The community working together - Vicar Ben Phillips, Deputy Parish Clerk Nick
Mallen and Bloomer Gill Hunter

tasty treats and more
family-friendly fun

and activities. The big
autumn sweep prevents
| wet mulch accumulating
which drastically
reduces those spring

. weeds! So, save the
date, start your broom
collection (handy for
Halloween too!) and
join us with your family |
| and friends this autumn. |
Clare Beagley |

g | ¥ ST ¥
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Never too young to start! A toddler with a mini-broom

Family effort

Summary of the June Goring on Thames Parish Council meeting

The principal points of the most recent Goring on Thames Parish Council full

Council meeting are summarised below. The draft minutes will be available at www.

goringparishcouncil.gov.uk in due course.

* The council approved the Traffic and Transport Committee proposal to make an
application to Oxfordshire County Council to designate Battle Road as part of the ‘Quiet Lanes’ pilot scheme.

* The council discussed five Pedestrian Safety Improvement Projects proposed by the Traffic and Transport Committee and identified
priorities for progression. These ideas will be shared with the community shortly.

* The Council Scheme of Delegation was approved.

* The proposed Expenses Policy was rejected.

* A budget of £600 was approved to purchase a double bin for Manor Road.

* A budget of up to £1800 was approved for replacement benches for Wallingford Road (Heron Shaw and Farm Road junctions).

* |t was approved to fit security cameras to the Council office.

* The Annual Meeting of the Parish 2027 has been booked for Saturday 13 March 2027.

* |t was approved to waive all fees for Mike Ward’s burial at White Hill Burial Ground in light of his exemplary service to the village over
many years.

* A budget was approved for additional bin emptying and watering of the Jubilee Garden by the Facilities Assistant over the summer.

/% )\ GORING-ON-THAMES
&=/ PARISH COUNCIL

Next meeting: Reiss Room, Goring Village Hall 13 July 6.30pm.
See www.goringparishcouncil.gov.uk from 8 July for the agenda.
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We were delighted to welcome a record-breaking field '
of nearly 400 runners to Hairy Legs 2026, making this Hal ry Legs 2026 breaks reCO rdS and
year’s event our biggest yet. _
The cooler conditions provided ideal running weather and we
were immensely proud to see runners of all ages taking part across
the day’s events. From our youngest Little Legs competitors to
seasoned Hairy Legs veterans, the enthusiasm, determination and
community spirit on display made for another memorable occasion.
Nic Watson, Goring resident and Hairy Legs participant, said:
‘Events like this create lasting memories and are a wonderful
way to bring families and communities together. It was also a
particularly special day for me as my son, Huxley, took part in his
first race this year. Watching him line up and give it his all made
me incredibly proud.’
We would like to thank everyone who entered, volunteered,
sponsored, supported and cheered from the sidelines.

A community effort
Hairy Legs would not happen without the support of our incredible
volunteers. More than 40 people gave up their time to marshal the
course, run refreshment stalls, manage registrations, operate water
stations and help with the climbing wall and race village activities.
We are enormously grateful to every volunteer who helped make
the day run so smoothly. If you would like to join our volunteer
team in 2027, please get in touch via info@hairylegs.net

Record participation and familiar faces 4:15; Penny Newport 4:16; Freya Pettit 4:18. Little Legs 2
This year we welcomed more than 217 Little Legs runners and 180  Elena Bastawrous 6:49; Juno Martin 7:12. Teenage Kicks
teenage and adult competitors. It was particularly wonderful to see 29:41; Girls: Lucy Williams 38:09. Teenage Kicks 2: Boys

several returning champions successfully defend their titles. Anna Howe 29:49.

Elliot Parsley and Martha Sudbury each won their Little Legs Hairy Legs Solo: Men: Jonty de la Harpe 46:48; Womer
2 categories for the third consecutive year, while Josh Sudbury Crumblies: Men: Giles Humphreys-Evans 56:18; Women: |
retained his Teenage Kicks 2 title for a second year. Jonty de la Winners: Couples Relay: Team Big Calves 59:47.8; Parent ¢

Harpe successfully defended the Hairy Legs Solo Men’s title, and (Charlie and Mark Homer) 50:06; Open Relay: Jumping Jills
relay team Jumping Jills (Susan Francis and Jessica Franklin) won  Franklin) 53:42. The Fancy Dress award went to Maud Els

the Open Relay for the second year running. colour gnd fun to the race.
Seeing competitors return year after year is one of the things we Full list: https://www.stuweb.co.uk/events/2026,/05/10/4
value most about Hairy Legs and is a testament to the fantastic Thank you to our sponsors and supporters

community that has grown around the event.

Phil Rose, who co-founded the Hairy Legs race in 2002 and
continues to support the event as a sponsor and participant, said:
‘It’'s wonderful to see how the race has evolved over the years while
retaining the community spirit that inspired it from the beginning.’

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our principal
Managing Director Paul O’Loughlin for presenting the prizes
a huge role in making Hairy Legs possible.

We were also incredibly grateful to Alma Toyer, Yvette Gor
ladies of Goring Free Church, for starting the race. We were
Category winners them this year in recognition of the wonderful work they do
Little Legs Boys 1: Boonie Martin 3:27; Jack Wright 3:33; Albert our community. Their commitment to supporting young peo;
Coyle 3:38. Little Legs Boys 2: Elliot Parsley 6:07; Bryn Griffiths that sits at the heart of Hairy Legs.

6:08; Will Nicholson 6:19. Little Legs 1 Girls: Emilie Knight

g
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Photos: Laura
Greenham of
Greenham
Photography

Alma Toyer, Yvette Gordon Potts and Helen Dodd, the ladies of Goring Free Church ,

Girls: Martha Sudbury 6:43; who started the race
1: Boys: Rafferty Winstanley :
- Josh Sudbury 23:10; Girls:

: Laura Oldfield 1:03:58. Old
{elen Dickens 1:13:45. Relay
% Teen Relay: Team Homer

- (Susan Francis and Jessica
ome and Rose Callaway, adding

1596/

sponsor, Warmingham, and to
. Their continued support plays

don Potts and Helen Dodd, the
particularly pleased to invite

for children and families across
le reflects the community spirit

A special thank you
goes to our longstanding
sponsors: The Swan and Coppa Club, Humidity Solutions, The Sup Life, Bodyset Physio and Clarity Leadership.

We would also like to thank Cranford School for once again sponsoring the event climbing wall, James Hanson for
expertly compering the event, Laura Greenham from LG Photography for capturing the day so beautifully, Josh Monk and
Ascend Sports for organising race village activities, Hartslock Ice Cream for the treats, Barry Purnell for supplying the hay
bales, Betty for the top of the-hill key fob, and Dan, Kat and Vanessa at The Catherine Wheel for hosting the post-race BBQ.

Supporting local schools

One of the most rewarding aspects of Hairy Legs is the difference it makes within our local community. This year’s event

raised more than £6,000, which will be shared between Goring and Streatley primary schools to help fund much-needed

sporting equipment.

On behalf of the Hairy Legs committee, we would like to thank everyone who helped make the event such a success. We

are already looking forward to welcoming you back on 9 May 2027 and making next year’s event even bigger and better.

Lotte, Kelly, Jon, Caroline and Bev
The Hairy Legs Committee
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Diamond days for Goring Gap Local History Society

Society members and local people turned out in force on Saturday 16 May to celebrate the 60® Anniversary of the Goring
Gap Local History Society. Founded in April 1966 by a small but enthusiastic group of villagers, the Society has grown from
an initial 30 members to over 160 today.

Talks on Goring Gap’s history

The day began with a talk by the Society’s Chairman, Alan
Winchcomb, entitled An Armchair Walk Around Old Goring.
With the help of a wide selection of slides, Alan described
the many changes that have happened in Goring over the
years, especially the number and variety of shops. Some
have had a long history: there was a shop at Goring Mill
for 100 years, three generations of Nappers the grocers

in business for 150 years and a pharmacy in the village

for 112 years. In the past Goring would have been totally
self-sufficient, with a range of services to meet every need.
Many of the older buildings have had a radical change

of use, for example, the old Temperance Hall is now the
library and the Old British School building is a carpet shop.
Some houses have had famous residents; Bomber Harris,
Mike Hailwood and Oscar Wilde all lived in Ferry House at
various different times.

Looking round the exhibits Photo: Bernard Novell

The second speaker was Mike Hurst, who for many years i
was responsible for organising a variety of popular visits for Interest in the exhibits Photo: Gill Haigh
the Society’s Transport History Group. In his talk Transport
History of the Goring Gap he illustrated his wide knowledge of the subject, talking about boats, roads, stagecoaches and
railways. He described how in the past Streatley was larger and more important than Goring, as it was on the main
stagecoach route from Reading, until the coming of the railway led to the growth and dominance of Goring. Mike’s

e op—

Members toast the Society at the evening party Photo: Ron Bridle
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vast knowledge of railways was apparent as he spoke about the history of the building of GWR in the area and several
memorable events that had occurred on the railway. He gave a brief history of Samuel Saunders, the famous boat builder,
who lived and worked in the village and is celebrated by the Blue Plaque on the old boathouse.

Archives exhibition
The exhibition in the afternoon included a wide selection of displays, documents, and scrapbooks from the Society’s
archives. These included a detailed illustrated history of Samuel Saunders and his many achievements; a display about
the Society; and many photographs of village events. One of the 1965
scrapbooks was from the WI and included details of the fashions of
the day with fabric samples. A series of newspaper cuttings described
the proposal for a Streatley by-pass in 1967 and the successful fight to
prevent this. Copies of old guidebooks to the area provided fascinating
recommendations to visit the wide range of shops and services which
existed then.

Historic films

There was also a rolling programme of historic films, showing past
local celebrations: the 1953 Coronation, the 1977 Silver Jubilee, the
Society’s 50% Anniversary in 2016 and the Platinum Jubilee of 2022.
Visitors enjoyed re-living past memories and trying to recognise
familiar faces.

Evening party =
The party in the evening was for members only. There was a ‘What is  Birthday cake Photo: Ron Bridle
it now?’ quiz prepared by Archivist Helen Turner, followed by a buffet

and drinks. Alan then paid tribute to Janet Hurst, who has been the Society’s Secretary for more than 20 years, and whose
knowledge, enthusiasm and efficiency have greatly contributed to the success of the Society. Alan proposed a toast to the
Society and Janet then cut the cake.

Large number of activities

Over the decades, the Society has flourished and, as well as its monthly talks, organises visits and exhibitions, produces
an annual Journal, catalogues and up-dates a large collection of archives, carries out local history research and maintains
a website and Facebook page. New members are encouraged and visitors welcomed to the talks. If you would like further
details of the Society’s activities, please contact our Secretary, Janet Hurst on goringgaphistory@gmail.com You can also
find us on Facebook.

Janet Jones
Membership Secretary, Goring Gap Local History Society www.goringgaphistory.org.uk

Sir John Soane: Goring, London, Italy and the
world 1753-1837

Did you know that Sir John Soane, one of the country’s greatest
architects, was born in Goring? As one of the most famous men of
Regency England, Soane was somewhat reticent about discussing
his childhood before school in Reading, apprenticeship in London
and trips to Italy laid the foundations for his glittering career. Sir
John Soane’s Museum in Lincoln’s Inn Fields is surely one of the
most dazzling and memorable of all private collections.

Jeremy Musson, the architectural historian and broadcaster, will
present a richly illustrated lecture at Our Lady and St John Church
in Ferry Lane on Friday 17 July at 7pm, celebrating Soane and his
work. Architectural editor of Country Life between 1998 and 2007
and a contributor to its pages for over 30 years, he brings a wealth
of knowledge to his subject. As presenter of BBC2’s The Curious
House Guest, he is a consummate communicator.

Tickets price £15 (students free) are available from
www.galileegoring.org.uk, Eventbrite or 01491 872181. There will
be a reception and an opportunity to meet Mr Musson after the
lecture.

Father Kenneth Macnab
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Enjoy the river with us!

Based at The Swan at Streatley

Paddle Board Hire SUP Events Group & Private Lessons

4.8

ADVENTURE FILMS NEAR GORING, FOOD & DRINKS 3 B 5 SUP Wellbeing & Yoga Gift Vouchers ~ Corporate Groups & Parties

7 Trustpilot

(Fre
Quality Interior & Exterior Decorator
[P ]

FREE ESTIMATES
Telephone - Matthew Baker
01189 721895 / 07747 013517

matthewbaker2015@hotmail.com

Gavin Sweeten, DESIGN &
ExquisiTE BATHROOMS DEVELOPMENT

A bespoke service, specialising in all aspects of ¢ Content Creation
bathroom installation, giving you the reassurance ° Optimisation

of attention to every detail and a superb quality finish. . .
An exquisite bathroom.  Maintenance & Hosting

! h .gecke

07905 531879 B www.geckofy.co.uk
gavin@imakebathrooms.co.uk 07791 064337

. three pillars

PILATES, WELLNESS &
COMMUNITY

Are Dental |
Implants for you? *

If you have missing teeth or loose fitting
dentures, the answer is YES!

July/August 6 Weeks
Shoulder Rehab
Book online or
Email for info

Vanessa Mansergh m.07906 186912
APPI Clinical Pilates & Cancer Rehab Instructor

Call 01491 872394 vanessa@threepillarsofhealth.co.uk
10 book a consultation

Mr Anthony Guy

High Street, Goring on Thames, L L
Oxfordshire RGB 9AB Email reception@boathousedental.co.uk
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Goring Primary School — Story Museum trip

Last term, Reception and Year 1 children from Goring Primary School went on a fabulous trip to the Story Museum in
Oxford. The children had lots of fun exploring different story telling activities led by the Story Museum staff and were able
to explore some of the exciting exhibits.

Early Years visit to the Small Worlds
Greenfinch Class visited the fantastic Small Worlds area at the Story Museum. They explored themed zones from some of
our favourite stories and nursery rhymes. The children loved exploring Traction Man’s under-sink world, going on a bear
hunt through some swishy, swashy grass and
riding on a bright red bus.

The children enjoyed playing on the giant
bed and took part in a retelling of What the
Ladybird Heard which was read by one of the
amazing Story Museum staff members.

Early Years workshop - story play

The Greenfinch children had lots of fun taking
part in their workshop. They listened to a story
about how the stars and night sky were made.
They then worked in small groups to create
their own imaginary lands using lots of exciting
and interesting materials. Each group had a
chance to share their world and the children
loved talking about the different features they
had included.

Year 1 workshop - story porridge

The Owl children had fun telling the story of
The Three Billy Goats Gruff with one of the
Story Museum staff. They worked in small
groups to explore the rule of three to create
their very own versions. The children used lots
of imaginative language and enjoyed telling their own stories as well as listening to the other groups.

Year 1 - Guided gallery tour
Owl class enjoyed visiting the Dragon Room where they could dress up, read stories and take part in interactive activities.
They then explored the Enchanted Library where they could go into different story worlds. Entering the rabbit hole from
Alice in Wonderland was a favourite as was travelling through the wardrobe to Narnia. The Owls visited the Whispering
Wood and valiantly attempted to get the sword from the stone to become King or Queen!
All the children had an amazing day and agreed they would definitely visit again!
Article and photo by Mrs Dryden and Mrs Thomas

Join us for a fantastic school féte on Saturday 4 July!

Get ready for one of the most exciting days in the Goring Primary school calendar — our annual School Fete, taking place
on Saturday 4 July 12noon-3pm. This year’s event promises to be bigger, brighter and more fun-filled than ever and we
can’t wait to welcome pupils, families, neighbours and friends for a community celebration.

From 12noon onwards, the school grounds will transform into a bustling summer fair packed with activities for all ages.
For those with a creative side there will be craft stalls, face painting, and glitter tattoos, whilst the book stall offers brilliant
bargains for keen readers. Our ever-popular bottle tombola will be returning, along with the teddy tombola too.

The pre-loved uniform stall will be running a special ‘fill a bag for £5’ offer, using our PTFA tote bags. This is a great way
to stock up on uniform at an amazing price.

Food lovers are in for a treat. Expect sizzling barbecues, tasty homemade soup, delicious cakes, bakes and sweet treats,
refreshing drinks and the return of the fete bar. Whether you’re after a quick snack or a full lunch, there’ll be something to
tempt every appetite.

There will also be performances from the school orchestra and the school choir, organised by the wonderful Mrs
Parkinson.

Not forgetting our extremely popular raffle with some amazing prizes, that have been very generously donated by local
businesses, including gift vouchers, hampers, days out, family swim, meals out, takeaways, etc

All funds raised will support school projects and enrichment activities, helping us continue to provide fantastic
opportunities for our pupils.

Mark the date, bring your friends, and join us for a wonderful day of fun, food and community spirit. We look forward to
seeing you at Goring Primary School on Saturday, 4 July 12noon-3pm.

A member of Owl class at the exhibition

Summer Fete Committee
Goring Primary PTFA
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Anthony O'Donnell

Restorer Of Fine Furniture
=)

The Old Vicarage

jackie.brookes@btinternet.com
07748680489

Summer Party
We would be delighted to invite you and your family
to our Summer Party for a chance to discover

the exciting things that we are doing here at
~ The Old Vicarage.

Sunday, 5 July 2026 from 11am to 8pm
The Old Vicarage, Moulsford, OX10 91B

Please rsvp by calling 07787 553 553 or email
victoria.w@hanninghomes.com

A wealth of expertise
on your doorstep

We provide an experienced wealth management service and
offer independent advice in a wide range of areas including:

* Auto-Enrolment
* Long Term Care Planning

hanninghomes.com I:E HANNING HOMES

A.THOMPSON

tradicional builders

AT b

Traditional values - Modern standards - Exceptional results - Trusted

 Tax Efficient Savings

For further details contact Michael Franklin on:

Tel: 01491 871 033

A family-run company built on trust, henesty, and integrity. We combine traditional

1 Colebrook House, High Street, Goring, Oxon, RG8 9AR
Email: michael franklin@aspect8.co.uk

Website: www.aspect8.co.uk

Aspect8 Ltd is an appointed representative of Best Practice IFA
Group Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority.

The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate tax advice.

craftsmanship with modern technigues to deliver exceptional results — from period extensions
and conversions to bespoke new builds. With a strong reputation for quality and reliability,

we complete every project efficiently, on time, and within budget.
Hungerford - Berkshire - Oxfordshire

Visit www.athompsonbuilders.co.uk or call 07909 902 435

Independent, family-run funeral
directors serving Goring and
Streatley since 1826.

Honouring Every Life

0118 304 0068 | abwalker.co.uk  Excellent ¥ Trustpilot
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Tour de France? Or...Le Tour de Cake?

For those of you who don’t know me, and lets be honest that is likely
to be 97% of you because, while I have lived in Streatley for 17 years,
I'm very quiet, shy and retiring (that may possibly be a lie), my name
is Heth. 'm an extremely good cyclist (what? two barefaced lies in the
first paragraph? What is GGN coming to?)...although, unfortunately I

did just miss out on team selection for this year’s Togr de France.'I’m 25 dags out on your bike in West Beckshire,
not sure whether it was my age (52), general cleanliness of my bike Oxfordshire & Wiltshire. With cake

(shoddy) or inability to go over 9mph, but for whatever reason the
Ineos Grenadiers didn’t knock on my front door and ask me to pop on
one of their team lycras.

Hmmm.

However, if any of you are in the same boat, not having quite made
the cut, then don’t panic because, there is, in fact, a far cooler Tour that
you can take part in this summer.

And, even better, for this Tour you do not need:

* To be sprayed top to toe in Lycra (I think we can all agree that
Lycra should generally never be worn by anyone over the age of
27%. Unless, perhaps you are Ryan Gosling. Or possibly Daniel
Craig.) O _

* An £11,000 bike (I know, I can hear you all saying ‘Do they even L - Heth Miller
make bikes that expensive? Well, yes, they do, I've heard. I certainly [t
don’t own one. And I can tell you this — I bet those bikes don’t live
in the back of a shed with a dozen hibernating ladybirds living on
them.)

* A tiny Renault full of race-coaches with walkie-talkies yelling into your earpiece and telling you to climb hills faster
(who needs that? I should think that’s even more annoying than Nigel Farage telling us all to vote Reform. On repeat.)

* And finally, you don’t even have to leave the country. Pourquoi? Because this tour is right on your doorstep.

Yes! I introduce you to ‘Le Great British Tour de Cake’! The perfect summer activity and exactly like Le Tour de France.

Except different. In about every single way.

Le Great British Tour de Cake
Le Great British Tour de Cake is a collection of easy bike rides for those people whose thighs are not made of steel, but may
in fact, have seen better days. All neatly packaged into one
easy to read book (I don’t know any long words), there are 26
in total, all circular, all on quiet country lanes and all in West
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. But best of all? Every ride includes
cake.

Quite a lot of it.

Let’s talk about cake!

Each ride has at least three coffee stops. Stretching across the
county there will be ones you know (eg The Maker Space in
Nuffield) and plenty that you don’t (ever heard of Childrey
Stores or Priscilla’s Kitchen?). All are independent and all

have space to prop your bike up (or dog), (or children for

that matter if they are being particularly trying that morning)
outside. With 68 coffee stops in the book, frankly it’s more a
more a dictionary of cake and where to find the best — stuff the
actual cycling ...

A summer of cake awaits ...
So if you're looking for something to do this summer then why
not have a go at The Cake Tour? Yes, if you're feeling really
energetic you could reach the cafes on your bike. Then again,
the dog needs walking, kids getting out of the house (before
you all kill each other) and so you could just pick a café, plug
the postcode into the Satnav, shove the lot in the car and drive
there instead...

(After all, exercise is overrated anyway.)

Le Great British Tour de Cake by Heth Miller available at The
Goring Grocer / Amazon / www.hethgoesbiking.com/shop

Heth Miller
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@ alexharding.notjusttravel.com . 01491733030 or 07500 785254 B4 alex.harding@notjusttravel.com

Inspiring People To Have
Greater Adventures

NOT JUST
TRAVEL

* Expert Advice
* No Call Centre Queues

* More Choice Than Online

e Beach, City, Cruise, Ski and Incredible Journeys

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL o dipinz _Tl_l:e:_ava
SERVICE ports an enapilitation dassage

Established 1970
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS

Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, wasps

leremy Waite MSMA, MISRM
07827 926123

and all other insects www.sports-solutions.net
DEALT WITH PROMPTLY

Call Lee Carrington

leremy@sports-solutions.net

Based in Gatehampton Road, Goring.

Tel: 01491 835610
Mobile: 07970 010214

Our Services include:
- Antique and modern re-upholstery Did you know we also make
- Made to Measure curtains and blinds new furniture and have our
- Interior advisory consultations very own furniture range?
- Spring repairs and restoration For more information please
- New cushion interiors visit our website.
- New Headboards and Ottomans
- Loose covers
“OXFORDSHIRES LEADING RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS” Asnew Upholstery Ltd, Unit 17, Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1RL

01235 522 770 | info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk | www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk

30
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LIVES REMEMBERED
lan Laurence King  23.8.1950 — 15.3.2026

Ian was born in Buenos Aries in 1950, delivered by his aunt. He moved to England with his
mother and sister when he was 11 years old and they lived with his grandmother in Bognor
Regis. He attended the local grammar school and was placed in the year above his age. In
Argentina he had been taught in English for half of the day and in Spanish for the rest.

At the earliest opportunity he escaped Bognor Regis and in receipt of a Kitchener scholarship,
he headed off to university at St Andrews where he studied astronomy. While there he pursued
his interest in learning to play the bagpipes, quickly realising that if you joined the territorial
army, you actually got paid to learn. His TA career did not finish there but lasted for more than
forty years. AN :

After university he headed south and worked for Metal Box in Palmers Green before moving to their market research
department in Reading. He continued his piping and TA career by transferring to the London Scottish Regiment.

The 1980s saw a complete change of career when Ian moved into financial services.

After numerous changes of contract, he retired to spend more time on his hobbies: philately, target rifle shooting,
building his model railway and beekeeping. He was an active member of CAMRA, the local wine society and Village
Greenfingers. He was greatly valued as Company Secretary at GGN.

Ian maintained his piping interest rising to be Pipe Major of the London Scottish and
thus becoming Personal Piper to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother from
1990 until 1999, for which he was awarded the Royal Victorian Medal in 2001. He also
enjoyed the post of piper to the Caledonian Club in London. In years gone by many local
people will have seen Ian at local Burns Night celebrations or leading the torchlight
procession on Christmas Eve, magnificently arrayed and filling the night with the sound of |
the Great Highland Bagpipe. On pages 22-23 of November 2021 GGN there was an article
about Ian’s life and the portrait of him in the Caledonian Club (see goringgapnews.co.uk
or contact the Editor).

Ian moved to Goring in 1996 when he married Margaret. Ever logical in his thinking, he
searched for a non-estate house, on a rail link to London and with a Real Ale pub. Goring
fitted the bill! When both retired, they enjoyed travelling, mostly in Europe but with three
trips back to Argentina.

Ian died suddenly, away from home, while taking part in a shooting competition in
Cheshire. He will be missed by many residents and members of the various groups to which he belonged.

Wendy King 1.10.1934 —22.04.2026

Wendy was born in Freedom Fields Hospital Plymouth in 1934. Her mum lived in Plymouth
supporting her elderly parents, whilst her father, who was in the Army, was based in Aldershot
as a farrier. Money was very tight, so her mother was in service, which is how Wendy learnt to
care for others and cook. When war broke out 1939-1945 the family moved back to Compton
where they could all be safe. Wendy left school at an early age and like her mother went into
service.

Wendy married John in 1956 at Compton parish church. It was a lovely ceremony surrounded |
by friends and family. Wendy worked at the Swan in Compton waiting on tables. One day Lester
Piggot, the jockey, gave Wendy a large tip, with which she bought herself a bike to get around
on. She also worked cleaning a large house in Grazely Green, which was a tough cycle ride! Her
next job was at Harwell and because of her amazing cooking skills, she would be asked to make -
the pork pies. (Jim, Wendy’s second husband, would often request Wendy’s pasties and I knew at times she would rise early
in the morning so they could be made before she went to work!)

John and Wendy managed to buy a house in Caversham where David was born in September 1961. Unfortunately, John
ended up with leukaemia. Wendy nursed him for a while at home but he passed away at the John Radcliffe when David
was three. Eventually Wendy felt it was time to move back to her beloved Compton and with some savings and a new job
as a lab technician, she purchased a house in Compton.

In 1976 Wendy’s life took another twist as she was invited to a Christmas dinner and dance by Jim and something
clicked. They married in June 1977 and Wendy and David moved in with Jim and his family in Goring. Wendy carried on
working as a lab technician in Compton and eventually retired after 20 years, having made some great friends and being
well respected by colleagues.

Wendy and Jim enjoyed lots of holidays to Spain with their friends, where she admitted ‘getting smashed’; those of us
who knew her well knew she was not a drinker! They went to the Rovers Return, got blown away at the top of Snowdon,
visited Blenheim Palace and had several Devon holidays with family. Wendy loved to knit and made lots of baby blankets
for her grandchildren and also sent a lot to charities.

June 2026 31




alsovereign

now Goring & Streatley’s only LOCAL Printer

5 mins drive from the Village Centre, Free parking,
Free tea & coffee... New Customers always welcome

Copying - Printing - Binding - Laminating - Booklets
Brochures - Leaflets - Orders of Service - Pads - Xmas Cards
Event Support: Banners, Correx Boards, Flyers, Programmes
High Speed Digital Printing - Variable Data - PVC ID Cards

>Design >Print >Fulfilment >Bulk Mailing

01491 871555 (Sue [ Tony) alsovereign.co.uk

Heating system
installation and
upgrades

Gas and Qil Boiler
servicing and repairs

All general
plumbing services

AllianceCFM

Commercial and Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Harry Denison
0118 230 1268

www.alliancecfm.co.uk

X JACIC’S WESTHOLME STORES
LUrpose \
e = | WE ARE OPEN TILL 9.00 P.M
\ (SUNDAYS TILL8.00 P.M)

LLINGFORD ROAD, READING.

RGE 0BG
01491872619

Get ready for the ultimate summer vibes with our
amazing selection of:

¢ Delicious Ice Cream

e Fresh BBQ Favourites

e Cool Drinks

e Variety of Beers & Spirits

++NOW ACCEPTING PRE-ORDERS FOR ICE
BAGS!
Perfect for parties, BBQs, beach days,
and summer events.

FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. ...

WESTHOLME STORE AKA JACKS...

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSE US WE TRULY APPRECIATE
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT....

THAMES

+ Building Solutions «

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations
¥ Refurbishment

v Patios The complete
¥ Brickwork bu"ding Sel'V'CE

V¥ Carpentry
¥ Floor & wall finishes

Tel: 01491 680 389 / 0776 8470 198

Bespoke Picture Framing, Local Art, unusual jewellery,

Ceramics & Wood Turning in the heart of Goring on
Thames

Tel: 01491 902122

2 The Arcade, High Street, RG8 9AY
dee@reedsartandframing.co.uk
www.reedsartandframing.co.uk

The Morrell Room
A beautiful
wood panelled hall

Seats up to 100 ~ Free WiFi
Excellent kitchen facilities
Ideal for social
and business functions

Church Lane, Streatley
info@morrellroom.org
01491 873855
www.morrellroom.org

'K

Pl LATES

Group and private Pilates classes.

Beginner, mixed ability and Pilates for the Older

Person, in Goring and Woodcote, email
lindseykentpilates@gmail.com or go to

www.lk-pilates.net
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Wendy was an amazing caring woman who supported her family throughout her life. She loved family and friends to
turn up, filling the house with laughter, the chaos of grandchildren and then great grandchildren and always had a cuppa
for everyone.

Jim passed away in May 2025 and Margaret spent Wendy’s final Christmas with her in Springhill Road last December
— once again she ‘got smashed’ on her favourite Buck’s Fizz! Wendy was determined to stay in her own home but this was
cut short by a stroke and it was decided to make her final move to the Grange Residential Home. There she spent her final
days being cared for by the local surgery, palliative care nurses and the lovely staff.

Wendy will be greatly missed by all her family and friends.

Not just for the chaps: a fresh era for Goring & Streatley Probus

Founded in 1976, the Goring & Streatley Probus Club provides friendship, intellectual stimulation and social opportunities
for retired and semi-retired people in the local area. Originally established for retired professional and business men, the
club became a mixed-gender organisation in 2025, reflecting its commitment to remaining relevant and welcoming to new
members. The club meets on the second Wednesday of each month at Goring & Streatley Golf Club, where members enjoy
coffee, a speaker presentation on a wide range of subjects and an optional lunch. In addition to its regular meetings, the
club organises social events, outings and visits to places of interest, helping members maintain active social networks and
pursue new interests. Membership is open to retired or partly retired residents of the Goring and Streatley area, with an
emphasis on fellowship, participation and community spirit. Now approaching its 50" anniversary, the club continues to
thrive as an important part of local village life.

A Probus social evet Photo: Bernard Novell

Recent talks have covered diverse subjects:

* In May, Hayley Scott of The Forensic Experience delivered an engaging and thought-provoking talk on ‘The Life of a
Metropolitan Police Crime Scene Investigator’ based on her professional experience. Blending real-life forensic science
with compelling storytelling, she explained how forensic techniques — such as fingerprint analysis, DNA profiling and
crime scene reconstruction — play a crucial role in solving cases.

* In April, Graham Harvey (Probus member) gave a fascinating talk on The History of HS2 — how it all went wrong,
drawing on his decades of experience as a senior project manager in the civil engineering sector.

* In March, Janine Kilroe talked to us about ‘Working with some of the most dangerous men in the country’, reflecting on
her years spent in education in prisons.

* In February, Professor Sir Brian Hoskins gave us an authoritative but accessible overview of the current position on
climate change.

If you might be interested to come as a guest to an upcoming meeting, check out the website for more information:

https://www.goringandstreatleyprobus.co.uk/ or contact the Chairman, John Gray 07836 505677.
John Barrett
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Computer Problems?
PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

01491 680036 or 07961 476664
mail@influentialcomputers.com
www.InfluentialComputers.com
Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey

Influential Computers Ltd - A Family Run Business Since 1984

|y '
Creatlve Catering

ALL EVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS, WAKES, GARDEN
PARTIES, BUSINESS LUNCHES &
PIG ROASTS
Moulsford 01235 850342

SHEILA 07743368373
FB Creativecateringblewbury
www.creative-caterer.co.uk

Servicing

EES T 2]

MOT's

Diagnostics

3k ok ok ok

A/C Re-gas

BARBARA’S ANTIQUES
& BRIC-A-BRAC SHOP

Established for 45 years
The ideal place to come for that quirky gift.

House clearances our speciality

We also buy all kinds of quality items
including small furniture, bric-a-brac and jewellery.
Downsizing, moving or simply wishing to declutter?
Tel: 01491 873032

Open Mon-5at 11am-4.30pm
Wheel Orchard Car Park, Goring RG8 9GB

See us on Facebook and Instagram

Expert advice, beautiful spaces‘i_ ,

Visit the Showroom
35 Wallingford Rd, Goring, RG8 OHL
01491377272 | studio@thebathroom.studio

EEEE L]

R134A
Repairs (R1MA B

R1234YF)

Tyres' & FREE safety
tracking

check over
Exhaust

systems
y ... And much

Welding more!

14391 B52911

UNIT 3 WESTFIELDO FARM, WESTFIELD RORD,
CHOLSEY, OX18 8SLS

GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY

Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

All Makes of Cars & Small Vans Serviced and
Repaired, Painted & MOT-Tested.
Including JAGUAR Cars.

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
Email tscars@live.co.uk
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk
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SPORT Jonny Russell 07825 552009 ggnsports@gmail.com I

Goring Primary friends race to incredible double Schools Triathlon victory

Pupils from Goring C of E Primary School celebrated an unforgettable |
few weeks of sporting success after teams delivered outstanding
performances at two Knight Frank Schools Triathlon events.

At Bradfield College on 17 May, two Goring Primary teams secured
first and second place in the Year 5/6 event, competing against teams
from 107 schools across Berkshire. Just seven seconds separated the
two Goring teams at the finish line after a hugely competitive race. ON

The winning team, ‘3 Es and an O’ — Year 6 pupils Edward d
Williams, Eddie Lancaster, Elliot Parsley and Oscar Franklin —
successfully defended the title they first won together when they were
in Year 4, showing the same teamwork and determination that has
made them such a strong group. The super-sporty Goring Primary
children are all good friends who regularly compete on behalf of the
school and in local teams and events.

Pushing them all the way were the ‘Goring Glads’ — Elena
Bastawrous and Henry Wright from Year 6, and Arlo Smith and Bryn
Griffiths from Year 5 — who delivered an outstanding performance on
their first team outing in the competition to take second place.

Goring Primary also had a younger Year 3/4 team competing, the
‘Goring Giants’ — Jack Wright, Jack Tassendorf, Bertie Jones and
Harrison Williams — who finished an impressive 34™ out of 101 teams
in their category, a fantastic result in such a large and competitive
field. In addition to the Giants, the all-girl ‘Chicken Lickens’ team of
Zalika, Daisy, Tabitha and Amelie came a very creditable 54™ in their
first ever Triathlon.

The remarkable success continued on 7 June, when more Goring
Primary teams took part in the Knight Frank Schools Triathlon at
The Oratory School. Once again, ‘3 Es and an O’ won the whole event Successful triathlon title defenders “3Es and an O
(competing against 63 other teams), this time with Arlo Smith joining
Edward Williams, Eddie Lancaster and Oscar Franklin, as Elliot Parsley was injured.

The Knight Frank Schools Triathlon raises money for Restless Development, a long-standing charity partner, alongside
fundraising for participating schools including Goring Primary School.

Supporters praised the determination, sportsmanship and team spirit shown by all the Goring C of E Primary teams,
describing the school’s results as an extraordinary achievement in such competitive fields.

BEACHCLUB
i/ SCHOOLS DEVELOP
TRIATHLON

you
® 9 Knight ‘,“\NH\EB Y
b: Fragh )

9@ Kni
) ;‘ Fra

Charlotte Williams

— = - 4 1 B daFrank Godencqy TS e
" L Sdinank

i

Second place triathlon team ‘Goring Glads’

Team ‘Chicken Lickens’ cross the line
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W.A. HINE & SON LTD

Established 1955

BUILDERS
CONTRACTORS
AND DECORATORS

N!4BC

Telephone: (01491) 872433
Email: wahineandson@yahoo.co.uk

33 WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, READING RG8 OHL

www.wahineandsonltd.co.uk

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

For more info call or email lyndhurst@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

HH\IIN{;

B@WC

FRRILT BR0INRY BIREN J90e

A Boilers Installed/
Serviced/Repaired

A Landlord Certificates

A Power Flushing

A All Plumbing Work
Undertaken

07818425018

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk 4
www.kwc-heating.co.uk
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THE CATHERINE WHEEL

BREAST i i
cancee.  Charity Tea Party in the Garden
NOWess Sunday 16th August 3pm  Details on our Website!

Weancharity

Join us for our Legendary Quiz!
2nd Sunday of the month from 7.30pm e Make sure to book a table!

Trad Music Session * IRISH TUNES & SONGS
4th Tuesday of every month from 7.30pm

Dan’s Delicious Destination Pizzas & Full Food Menu

1 info@tcwgoring.co.uk
{ www.tcwgoring.co.uk
| or phone 01491 872379
i

The Hearl o of U the Vc&fa e

e |aser hair removal

» facial & leg veins
 wrinkles / crows feet
¢ |ip enhancement

* microdermabrasion
= skin tightening

* brown spots

* skin peels » acne

* mole, cyst, skin tag

& excessive sweating
» tattoo removal
vedcapiecer (QQEmomty (@) e

CHILTERNmedzmI clinic 1Thames Court . High Street . Goring . RG8 9AQ
Call 01491 873989 or visit www.chilternmedical.co.uk

Professional, Caring and Confidential

Tree surgery
Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

‘,.ll"""-,

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists

L
e N
®

For more details contact us on:

0808 155 5815
07778 811136

mharvey31@gmail.com
= www.arbocare.co.uk
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SPORT continued |
Junior Season tees off at Goring & Streatley

Goring & Streatley Golf Club recently hosted a successful Junior Evening, bringing together our young members and their
families to launch the 2026 season.

The evening provided a great opportunity to outline an exciting programme for the year ahead, including coaching
pathways, competitions, team matches and our popular Wednesday ‘Blast’ evenings. The focus remains on creating a fun,
safe and inclusive environment where every junior has the opportunity to learn, improve and enjoy the game.

Our junior section continues to go from strength to strength and plays an important role in the future of the Club. The
structured programme offers a clear pathway from beginner through to competitive golf, supporting players of all abilities
as they develop their skills and confidence.

Of course, all are very welcome, but we are particularly keen to encourage more girls to get involved in junior golf at
Goring & Streatley. Golf is a fantastic sport for building friendships, confidence and lifelong skills, and we are committed to
growing an inclusive and welcoming junior community.

If you would like to find out more about junior golf at the Club, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please
contact Keith Sutton (Junior Organiser) keithsuttongoringjuniorgolf@gmail.com or Sarah Brown (General Manager)
generalmanager@goringgolf.co.uk

Paul Scott

Celebrating
Goring Library
Garden

On Saturday 6 June,
the Friends of Goring
Library hosted a
party to celebrate the
completion of our
community garden.
Weather conditions
were challenging but a
few brave souls dodged
the rain to congregate
under the gazebo!
Beautiful bouquets by
local florist, Yuki Clarke,
were presented to Cyndy
Ashton and Amanda
Heron, without whom
the garden would never
have become a reality.
Speeches were given but
kept as short as possible, with particular thanks being
given to our major donors: the Gatehampton Trust, Gap
HR Services, Outside25, Celebrating George Michael, the
Trust for Oxfordshire’s Environment, with funding from
Grundon Waste Management Ltd through the Landfill
Communities Fund, and the Goring Gap News Association.
The garden is open whenever the library is open; please
do come and visit. You can access it round the side of the
library but we would love it if you came into the library
and said hello, perhaps even borrowed a book!
Jacqui Gray
Chair, Friends of Goring Library |

\
\’
o

Wet garden

3

-~

Cyndy and Amanda with their flowers
Photo: Bernard Novell
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THE WINDOW CLEANER
Windows, frames, sills, doors, conservatories
Gutter vac cleaning system. All year service.

For a free quote, call Mike on 07967 004426
or thewindowwcleanerl@gmail.com

H & Sons Window Cleaners
Cleaners to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Terry Mobile: 07985 569392
Home: 0118 376 9754
Email: terry.hmwindows@yahoo.co.uk

HELP WITH MATHS &
ENGLISH FOR AGES 6-12

At your home or via Zoom
malpurdie@gmail.com
Tel. 07815 731327

. HandyMan
Need someone to do
those little jobs in the House & Garden?
Shelves — Curtain Rails put up
Dripping Taps — Broken gates fixed
No Job Too Small

Call Barry 07989 384 065

OVEN CLEANING

Professional valeting service
Removes grease & most burn-on carbon
deposits
OVENU Reading
0118 967 2897

sPpeacock

carpet cleaning
2o

Professional, family run carpet
& upholstery cleaning service
Call David on 07887 565009
Info@peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
www.peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk

CLINIC OF CHINESE
ACUPUNCTURE

MRS. SICYTA HART

MCAAIHK. 1984) MBACC MRCHM Kararo |

In Private Practice
in Wallingford Community Hospital
and Goring-on-Thames
Please telephone 01491 873972
for enquiries and appointments

STEPHEN NAPPER

¢ Building & » Groundwork
Landscaping
s Brickwork * Foncing

Tel: 01491 671178 or 07887 881943

DMD Window Cleaning
Est. in Goring since 2004

For windows, conservatories, gutters and
fascias, please call Darren on 07971 929025
DMDwindowcleaning@gmail.com

Lovely & hardworking cleaners available

- High Cleaning Standards

- Good quality products & equipment provided

- Local references available. - Affordable rates

- Ironing & Carpet cleaning service available
Contact Kristina on 07593 627139

All PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Including reskimming walls and covering

Artex ceilings. Free quotations with public
liability insurance.

Phone Steve on 07967 506522

TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.
PUBLC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.

o Elite Healt_ilng

Boiler Installations, Servicing & Repairs

01235 608400 | www.eliteheatingengineers.com

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES
INDOOR/OUTDOOR
PUBLIC LIABILITY

CALL JAMES ON 07961 882281

Showroom at:
! 45 Prospect Street
Caversham RG4 818

Magic)ms
0118 9463060

Chimney Sweeping, Sales & Installation
Woodburners, Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires

Fireplace 493,

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

PIANO LESSONS in GORING

For adults who’ve always wanted to
learn, or to pick it up again.

Call Geoff Brown ATCL 07801
034431 or geoffsbrown@live.co.uk

COMTALT INFOSASELLHIROPRACTIOCOM
O RiSR] AORMATION

Abell
Chiropraatic

CHIROPRACTIC CARE IN THE COMFORT
OF YOUR OWN HOME

Piano Tuning
Benjamin Sermon

Local tuner serving RG8
and surrounds.

email: pianoben@pm.me
tel: 07594 048 732

Experienced Local

DJj

Music for all occasions
Quality sound & lighting equipment
Call Gary on 07776224703
Emails: gpﬁ,ﬁﬁ&m@yaﬁvacam

Goring Holiday House

Are you renovating your house?
Do you need separate space for your visiting family?
Do you have a gap between buying and selling?

My stunning 3 bed holiday home on Cleeve Rd
is available for stays between 3 and 90 nights

Photos, info and availability shown here:
https://www.airbnb.com/U/FSVDLDdq

Please call Debs on 07958 748412
to arrange a viewing or to discuss availability

Caroline Manley
Made to measure curtains, Roman
Blinds, cushion covers, etc.
01189542448 07815 610007
Caroline.manleyl@googlemail.com

Gentle Tai Chi & Qi-Gong
FEEL STRONGER, CALMER & MORE B

Perfect for Over 50s / Returning to Exercise / Reh
No experience needed - Gentle - Low Impact Exercise
Reduce Stress - Improve Balance & Mobility

38
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

SKITTLES NIGHT FUN TOURNAMENT

Join us at the Social Club on Saturday 11 July from 7pm for
an evening of friendly competition at our Skittles Night. We're
setting up the alley right inside the Club for a fun tournament
open to all. Whether you’re a pro or a complete beginner, it's
all about a bit of light-hearted competition and community
spirit. Entry is free for members and their guests. Come along,
grab a drink, and see if you’ve got what it takes to top the
leaderboard!

GORING SOCIAL CLUB: OUR SPORTS BAR IS OPEN
We are excited to unveil the brand-new Sports Bar at the
Goring Social Club. Following a stylish refurbishment
completed entirely by our own members, our back room has
been transformed into a modern, welcoming space.

We'll be showing all the big FIFA World Cup matches, including
the semi-finals on Tuesday 14th (9pm) and Wednesday 15th
(8pm), building the tension right up to the final on Sunday 19th
at 8pm. The new bar is open to all members and their guests.
Come down, and join us for a game.

Regular Club Highlights: beyond live sport, the Goring Social
Club remains your local hub for community events. Join us
throughout the month for our popular live music nights, skittles
tournaments, and social gatherings. It’s the perfect, friendly
environment for meeting neighbours.

GORING SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

From 4 July to 5 September, Goring Library will be participating
in the Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Beat, in
partnership with Universal Music Group UK. All children taking
part can collect stickers and rewards as they enjoy reading
library books. There’s a host of fun activities taking place in

the library from noisy story times, decorating pebbles, making
your own Lego music festival and a special Monster Soup
Puppet Workshop run by the talented people from the Puppet
Barge. Pop into the Library to collect an events schedule; some
events are drop-in and some will need to be booked but they
are all free! Children who finish the Challenge at an Oxfordshire
library will receive a medal, a certificate and entry into a prize
draw. Under 4s can take part in a mini challenge with their own
special collector’s folder and stickers.

Further afield

AFTERNOON TEAS AT ALDWORTH ST MARY’S
CHURCH

These will start on Wednesday 1 July and then every
Wednesday in July, August and September 2.30 — 4.30pm.
Delicious homemade cakes in the company of The Aldworth
Giants. For further details and to book groups contact Gill
Wilding 01635 578624 or gillwilding@hotmail.com

IPSDEN MUSIC IN THE BARN

Live music on a summer’s evening. In the beautiful 18" century
Barn Courtyard at Ipsden Farm, 6-9pm on Saturday 25 July
(gates open at 5.30pm). Bring your own picnic (please no
BBQs) and drinks, blankets or chairs. Come and relax and
enjoy a varied programme of acoustic music by local musicians
and singers. Tickets £8 for adults at the gate and from The
Ipsden Village Shop or £9 from Ticketsource. Under 16s free.
All proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Ipsden. Online tickets from
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/pcc-of-ipsden-entertainment-
committee

WALLINGFORD PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

Although on summer break, Wallingford Photographic Club
has a few activities to look out for ahead of our next season
in September. We have an amateur photography competition

June 2026

which is open to all: Summer Vibes is the theme and we have a
£100 voucher up for grabs so why not give it a shot? See
www.wallingfordphoto.club for details. Then come and see

us over Bunkfest weekend: we will be holding our annual
exhibition at St Mary-Le-More Church (behind the Town Hall) on
Saturday 5 September. Drop by to view or buy our best work,
chat to members and have some refreshments.

PANGBOURNE CHORAL SOCIETY SUMMER CONCERT
A concert of music from across the world to be held at
Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel, Pangbourne College, on
Saturday 11 July at 7pm. The PCS Summer Concert usually
strikes a more informal tone and always seeks to bring new
music to its audience. This July Concert is no exception.

The programme offers a range of music from Iceland to

New Zealand, from Japan to Brazil, not to mention Ireland,
Antarctica, Australia, North America, and Africa (Swahili and
Xhosal), Wales, Scotland, England. Every continent, ten
languages! Some of the songs will be very familiar to all, and
others will be new but no less accessible. The full programme
of up to 20 works in 10 languages may be viewed on the PCS
website: www.pangbournechoral.org.uk Tickets (£15, £5 for
under 18s), are available online from PCS website; also from
Garlands Organic & Natural, Pangbourne, from PCS members,
and on the door.

CHOLSEY REPAIR CAFE

The next Cholsey Repair Café will take place on Saturday 18
July at the Cholsey Pavilion. Doors open at 10am and close at
12.45pm. Talented fixers offer help and advice free of charge, to
get a wide variety of broken household items back into working
order, although donations to cover operating costs are always
appreciated. Excellent refreshments are available next door, in
the Cholsey Community Café. Further details can be found at
www.cholseyrepaircafe.com or you can email
repaircafe@cholsey.com.

CONCERT AT CHOLSEY PAVILION

As part of Cholsey’s Month of Music, Three Pressed Men

will give a concert at The Cholsey Pavilion on Friday 10 July,
starting at 7.30pm. With a rare talent for harmony and a
repertoire of English traditional folk music that’s as large as it
is varied, Three Pressed Men have been delighting audiences
in Berkshire and Oxfordshire for many years. Whether playing
lively dance tunes or blending unaccompanied voices, there
is always something fresh in their arrangements and a story
to be told about the origins of the piece. Tickets are £10 at the
door (cash or card) and there will be a reasonably priced real-
ale bar. An email to concerts@cholsey.com or a call to 01491
652295 will help us plan seating and provisioning, so we’d love
to hear from you.

NETTLEBED ART AND CRAFT SHOWS

We are delighted to announce the Annual Nettlebed Art & Craft
show will be taking place on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 August
at Nettlebed School — a wonderful weekend celebrating local
creativity, talent, and a great slice of cake. Come along to enjoy
a wide variety of artwork, handmade crafts, and exhibits from
local artists and makers. Refreshments will be available, and
everyone is warmly welcome to browse.We are also keen to
welcome new local artists and craftspeople to exhibit their work
this year. Whether you are an experienced exhibitor or showing
your work for the first time, we would love to hear from you

— please email Nettlebedas@gmail.com to more info and entry
forms. Proceeds from the event will go towards supporting
local charities and community causes. We look forward to
seeing you there!
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Geoffrey Cole

A personal service for all your accounting and taxation needs

Personal Tax Returns Xero and Sage Specialists Corporate Structuring

Annual Accounts Rental Property Matters
Company Formation To arrange a free initial meeting please Assurance

Business Start Ups call us on 0118 984 1556 or email post@geoffreycole.co.uk VAT

Capital Gains Tax Share Option Arrangement
Company Taxation Taxation Planning and Advice

X ICAEW
3 CHARTERED  [:Xelol ¥ @} “ Sage
ACCOUNTANTS -

www.geoffreycole.co.uk

JJP Roofers ‘ Howard Chadwick

RGA ond all other oreos

Local to Goring & Streatley F uneral S ervice
Established 1991
Replocement roofs, repairs,

brickwaork, pointing, & flot roofs
Free estimates. Fully insured

jiproofers@gmail.com
01491871521

07740 280055

07300 333635

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support and
guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

ram — e Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
< BN P = S l ] day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

+ 24 Hour Service - Floral Tributes
WI ZA R BS - Bereavement Advice - Memorial Masonry

YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE + Transparent Pricing - Home Visits
5\ ‘3 + Private Chapel of Rest - Prepaid Funeral Plans
WASPS & ALL INSECTS “ e
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS 23 Benson Lane; GXI0 8ED

PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816 :
(01491) 833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk N8 Funeral Partriers D

MEDICAL INFORMATION

* In an emergency dial 999

* For medical advice at all times, including surgery out-of-hours, dial 111 or use https://111.nhs.uk/ You will be told how to obtain
any further help if needed

* Local pharmacies can offer advice and treatment for some conditions. Goring Pharmacy: 01491 872124

* Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or West Berkshire Community Hospital, Thatcham 01635
273508, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476

* Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice: Monday-Friday 8am-6.30pm 01491 680686 Requests for appointments are triaged to
direct patients to the correct help and should be made using the form available at www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk
If you are unable to use the form, the practice can be contacted on the above number to support you.

* Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020

* Emergency Dentist — call 111 for advice

» Goring medical equipment — including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more: 01491 872736 or 01491 874333

* Goring transport office — 10am-12noon Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, to arrange volunteer transport to local surgeries,
dentists and hospitals 01491 873565.
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DIARY

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

Wednesday 1 July

» Goring Village Green Fingers.
7.30-9.30pm, SL. The Gardens of the
Cotswolds by Anna Steven. Visitors
welcome - £5. www.villagegreenfingers.uk
 Cribbage. 7.30pm, SC.

* Knit and Natter. 3-5pm, SC. Weekly
every Wednesday.

» Stay and Play. 10-11.15am, GL. Toddler
Group and Rhyme-Time for pre-school
children. Drop-in.

Thursday 2 July

Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-11.30am,
Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd,
Goring. Every Thursday.

* Storytime. 10.30-11am, GL. Every
Thursday. Drop-in.

Friday 3 July

* Bingo. Meat Draw. SC. Weekly every
Friday

* Withymead Nature Reserve. Now
open on Fridays up to and including 28
Aug 28.10am-5pm. No need to pre-book,
just turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org

* Goring & Streatley Wine Society.
Outdoor summer party with buffet /bbq
/quiz. Wines for a summer celebration.
Presenter: Tim Syrad Enquiries email
gswinesoc@gmail.com

Saturday 4 July

Summer Reading Challenge starts. GL.
See P39.

Sunday 5 July

Withymead Nature Reserve. Citizen
Science Sunday. Reserve open 10am-
5pm. Citizen Science sessions 10am-
12noon. Reserve also open all other
Sundays until 30 August.

Monday 6 July

Goring and Streatley Bridge Club.
6.45pm, GVH. Held every Monday.
Tuesday 7 July

* Goring Caregivers Group. 10am-
12noon. SC. Drop in or call Hilary Dobson
01491 872063.

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 1.30-4pm,
Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd,
Goring. Every Tuesday.

Wednesday 8 July

* The Soundbar Open Mic. The

Miller of Mansfield. Sign up to play

from 7.30pm. Music 8 — 10pm. Fancy
playing? Come along or get in touch,
HelloSoundbar@gmail.com.

* Goring by Cleeve WI. 7.30pm, SL.
Living on a House Boat! Speakers. Karen
and Brett Wiles. Contact Katrina Cooper:
01491 875334, kcooper@rsk.co.uk

* Goring Gap News. Copy deadline for
August events. News and articles of local
interest to goringgapnews@gmail.com.
Saturday 11 July

* Skittles night. 7pm, SC. Open to all
members and guests.

* Goring Gap U3a Open Day. 10am-
2pm, GVH. See below.

Sunday 12 July

* Poetry by the river. 2pm-4pm
Withymead Nature Reserve. See P15.

* Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie is
published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Monday 13 July

Life Drawing. 10am-12noon, MR. Every
second and fourth Monday of the month
£17 for 1 session, £60 for four sessions.
If you have any questions. contact
goringandstreatley@gmail.com
Tuesday 14 July

Fifa World Cup Semi-final. 9pm, SC. Live
sport on the big screen.

Wednesday 15 July

* Fifa World Cup Semi-final. 8pm. SC.
Live sport on the big screen.

* Coffee Morning. 10.30 — 12noon, St
Andrew’s Church South Stoke. The 3"
Wednesday of every month.

Thursday 16 July

* Pick a Flick.10.30am-2pm, CR. The
Calendar Girls (2003). The true story of
the Yorkshire Women’s Institute members
who stripped for a charity calendar to
raise funds for a local leukaemia unit.
Please contact Sarah Fraser 01491
871838 or Jenny Boyd 01491 872109 to
book and to ask for transport if required.

The cost is £5 per event, including a light
lunch.

* Parkinson’s Group. 10.30-12noon.
SC. Drop in or call Hillary Dobson 01491
872063.

Sunday 19 July

Fifa World Cup Final. 8pm, SC. Live
sport on the big screen.

Monday 20 July

Goring Gap Local History Society. AGM
and Social Event. 7.30pm, GVH.
www.goringgaphistory@gmail.com
Friday 24 July

Reading challenge event. 10am-12noon
and 2pm-4pm, GL. Decorate a garden
pebble in our library garden, help create
our garden caterpillar and enjoy stories
outdoors!

Sunday 26 July

* Withymead, Cream Tea Sunday.
Reserve open 10am-5pm. Cream teas
served 2-5pm. No need to pre-book,

just turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org

* Quiz night. 7.30pm, SC.

* Genie News Copy Deadline. Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

For more events on the Events Calendar
at www.genienews.org

Wednesday 29 July

* Monster Soup. 2pm-3.30pm and
3.30pm-5pm. Puppet Workshop (ages
5-10). Delivered by the Puppet Barge for
Goring Library. Booking essential, at the
library.

e Author interview: Helen Russell. 7pm
GL. See P17.

The following abbreviations are used:

Belléme Room BR
Canterbury Room CR
Free Church Hall FCH
Goring Community Centre  GCC

Goring Library GL

Goring Social Club GSC
Goring Village Hall GVH
Morrell Room MR
Storton Lodge SL

Celebrate 20 Years of friendship, activities and community — Goring Gap u3a Open

Day

Goring Gap u3a is celebrating its 20" anniversary this year, and we’re inviting local people to join us at our Open Day
on Saturday 11 July 2026, 10:00-14:00 at Goring Village Hall. u3a is all about making the most of your free
time—meeting new people, trying new activities, and enjoying being part of a friendly, welcoming community. Whether
it’s walking, singing, discussion groups, crafts, or simply a chance to get out and connect with others, there’s something for
everyone. Although we're called ‘Goring Gap’, you don’t need to live in Goring or Streatley to join us. Our members come
from across South Oxfordshire and West Berkshire.
Come along for coffee and cake, chat to members, and explore the wide range of groups and activities on offer. There’s
no pressure—just a chance to see what we do and whether it might suit you.
If you're retired or semi-retired and would like to meet new people and enjoy new experiences, we’d love to welcome you.
Find out more at: www.goringgapu3a.org.uk/openday
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Re-cycling at the Repair Café
This month’s Repair Café at Goring Village Hall took a two-wheeled turn, shifting its focus to bicycles to coincide with the
Great Big Green Week.

The event featured an expanded ‘Bike Swap’, where people could brlng bikes for repalr or donate outgrown and unused
cycles to be rehomed in exchange ; - -
for a donation.

To handle the high number
of bikes expected, the regular
Repair Café bike crew partnered
with additional volunteers from
Goring Gap Active Travel. The
team of five was kept busy for
over four hours, fuelled by
frequent tea and biscuits from the
wonderful Repair Café catering
team. 28 bikes were brought in
for repair or donation. Repairs
were successful on 25 of these,
with new parts fitted when
necessary. 20 bikes were returned
to grateful owners or passed on
to new owners in return for a
donation to Repair Café funds.

We even had a visit from
two passing cyclists who were
en route from Lyme Regis to
Norwich, following the ancient
Icknield Way. They were grateful
for some local knowledge of the '
best route to take from Goring to Photo: Robin Williamson
Chinnor, avoiding the parts of the Ridgeway National Trail not currently legal for cycling.

Eight donated bikes remained unclaimed at the end of the day. These have been passed on to the Reading Bike Kitchen
(RBK), a volunteer-led, not-for-profit community interest company.

RBK will refurbish the donated bikes for resale or salvage parts from those beyond repair. Proceeds from the sale of
refurbished bikes directly support the project.

Looking for a cost-effective bike? Scan the QR code (at top right of photo) to find out more about Reading Bike Kitchen
or browse their current sales on Gumtree.

See photo on P2. Steve Rock

The Garden Design Company green wall in May
May 2026 saw us not only celebrating the 100® Birthday of Sir

David Attenborough but also the 30" birthday of The Garden Design
Company Ltd.

In 30 years an amazing set of gardens and friendships have been
created. From the start we wanted to bring a sense of pride and
professionalism to our work and we have never just been about a
contract to build a patio, say, which maybe explains why we have
reached this ripe old age. So thanks to all our clients, suppliers, staff
and contractors who have been on the journey with us.

This year to get into the Chelsea Flower Show spirit (which we as
a company always attend with a small selection of invited company
guests) we created a living green wall to green up Goring High Street,
aided by our friend Claire of Applegarth Blooms.

With foliage of yew and leaf alder (that later was chipped and
composted), alliums and chives, all cut or supplied from Rob’s
garden, along with moss, that was transformed into kokedamas, and
campanulas and trailing petunias (which were replanted afterwards),
the green wall reminded us of how we can sustainably green up even a
brick wall.

Do visit us to see a selection of last year’s gardens that we designed and built.

Ben Halson-Classey www.gardendesignco.co.uk
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Crimson clover field near Icknield Road

nure used as a cover crop by farmers. It prevents soil erosion, fixes nitrogen and provides nectar-rich
plants for pollinators. Photo: Mandy Nathan

Poppy field looking toward Lardon Chase
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Curious cows near the Great Chalk Wood

Photo: Janet Haresnape
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