
The Goring Parish Council Weeding Day included children’s activities.  Seen here with the new weed-ripper 
(now called the Pavement Piranha) are the children’s event team - Ilka Weiss, Rosie Brook, Clare Beagley, Krys 
Knox.  See P20.

Weeding warriors
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The Bike Repair and Exchange team (Clockwise from left) Paul Hardiman, Andy McKenzie, Cllr Toby Thurston, Steve Rock, Rory 
Bewlay, Barbara Karayi, Cllr Robin Williamson (at front). See P42.                                                                             Photo: Ron Bridle
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Sunflower Trail
During the summer school holidays 25 July – 30 August, The Garden Design 
Studio will be running a sunflower trail in partnership with other Goring 
businesses, in a similar vein to the Scarecrow Trail in 2025 October half term. 
Families can buy a £1 map from the Design Studio, follow the trail and vote 
for their favourites by 30 August. Participating businesses should sign up by 
contacting Ben Halson-Classey by 30 June and have their sunflower-themed 
display ready by 25 July. Two family winners will be picked at random in the 
prize draw on 31 August. The votes will determine the winning display. All 
proceeds will be shared by the two primary schools.

English oak reprieved
Residents of Goring and Streatley will be pleased to hear that the notable English 
oak located in the car park at the rear of The Swan, Streatley, is to be saved. A 
Tree Preservation Order (TPO) was placed on the Oak by West Berkshire Council 
at the end of March 2026 and there has since been extensive dialogue between 
the Council’s Tree Officers, The Swan’s arboricultural consultants Bartlett 
Consulting and The Swan, regarding future management of the tree.

A TPO application has now been submitted to West Berkshire Council 
seeking consent for a programme of tree canopy reduction works. These works 
are intended to reduce potential risks associated with this mature tree while 
ensuring that a much-loved and prominent landscape feature can be retained. 
For a photo, please see March 2026 GGN Page 44.

Community grants
As Goring’s District Councillor for South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC), 
Maggie Filipova-Rivers provides regular updates, which are available online 
in the meeting minutes of Goring Parish Council. In the May/June update her 
report includes news on SODC council matters, local government reorganisation, 
planning, waste, economic development and housing/homelessness. Lastly, she 
says the following about community grants:

‘Recent grant schemes continue to attract strong interest from local 
organisations and community groups. South Oxfordshire District Council’s 
annual grants programme currently stands at approximately £2 million per 
year. We do not know what will happen to our grants programme following 
unitarization, so do make the best of it now. South Stoke Community Shop and 
Goring Parish Council (playground) have benefited from substantial grants from 
SODC, which shows how by working together we can deliver really important 
community facilities. Please do look out for opportunities and apply.’ See: 
https://www.southoxon.gov.uk/south-oxfordshire-district-council/community-
support/grants/

The GAP Festival
I hope that everyone has enjoyed the 2026 GAP Festival. It got underway just as 
we were preparing June GGN, so the Festival articles and photos will be in next 
month’s issue. Editor
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28 July – National Finals Day for Goring in Bloom
The committed volunteers of Goring Gap in Bloom work in an environmentally friendly way, 
together with our partners in the village, to keep our community looking attractive and welcoming 
for both residents and visitors alike. As well as tending the beds on the railway station, the car 
park and the Gardiner Field, they strive to maintain the wild flower area by the BT site and other 
spots around the village where the introduction of sustainable planting, particularly for pollinators 
and wildlife, has been developed in recent years. In the streets and on the station there are 40 
containers of different sizes and styles to take care of, filled with plants appropriate to the season. 
With the now very evident changes in our climate the watering burden is considerable but we love 
what we do and we hope you do too.

To keep our work up to scratch, to learn more and support the important culture of community 
gardening we enter the Britain in Bloom competition each year. This year, following Goring’s 
achievements in the previous year in the Thames and Chilterns region, we have been nominated for 
the second time to represent Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire in the National Finals in 
the Small Town category and we are asking for your help to prepare really well for this challenge.

The judges arrive the evening before their official tour of the village. The next morning they are taken on a two-hour 
inspection of our efforts, making an assessment in the categories of horticultural achievement, environmental responsibility 
and community participation. The judging criteria are exacting and include some matters which are beyond the control 
of the Bloomers to deal with, however hard they nag! Little escapes the judges’ eagle eyes and because Bloom has been 
entering the competition since 2012 we know that the help of the public in preparing for this inspection by the Royal 
Horticultural Society experts is vital to our performance on the day.

Please help
This year the judges are coming on Tuesday morning 28 July and we’d like your help to present all of Goring in the best 
light. Our Bloomers will have been out weeding, sweeping and litter picking and hopefully the dulcet tones of the road 
sweeper will have been heard the previous day. But if you could please check the area outside your own property before 28 
July and make sure it is clean, tidy and free of weeds, that would be great. As ever, thank you, for your support, and please 
wish us luck!                                                                                                                                      Goring’s Bloom committee

Looking ahead: Goring-on-Thames Parish Council priorities for 2026/27
Following another productive year for Goring-on-Thames Parish Council, attention is now turning to an ambitious 
programme of projects and improvements planned for 2026/27.

While many residents will already be familiar with the successful completion of the new playgrounds at Bourdillon Field 
and Gardiner Recreation Ground, the Parish Council continues to make enhancements to both sites, including improved 
shade provision, fencing upgrades and the installation of a Goring Wildlife Book at the Gardiner Playground.

In the coming year, one of the Council’s most significant projects will be an update to the Neighbourhood Plan. This will 
refresh the plan that was made in 2019 with details of the recently approved Goring Conservation Area Appraisal and with 
a new Design Code for the village. The updated plan will be submitted for examination in the second half of the year. It 
will ensure that the people of the village retain a strong voice in shaping future development and preserving the character 
of Goring.

The Council remains committed to promoting active travel throughout the village. Working alongside Mend the Gap, 
plans are progressing for an accessible central Goring walking loop, including improvements to Ferry Lane and sections of 
the Thames towpath. Efforts also continue to support cycling, with the Goring to Wallingford Greenway project moving 
forward and proposals being developed for additional cycle parking within the village.

At Sheepcot, the Council is exploring several exciting initiatives. Plans are being developed for a dedicated bike track, 
alongside improvements to visitor signage and wayfinding. There are also proposals to upgrade the pavilion, providing 
enhanced facilities that will support local sports clubs and enable teams to compete at higher levels.

Improving pedestrian safety is another major priority for the coming year. The Council is currently investigating several 
significant schemes and looks forward to sharing details with residents in the near future.

Recognising the need to provide facilities for all age groups, work is also continuing on the concept of a dedicated teen-
friendly space, potentially located at Gardiner Field.

The Natural Burial Ground project at White Hill continues to make progress, with proposals expected to be presented 
to the community later this year. Funding generated from recent filming activity at the site will help support ongoing 
improvements to facilities there.

Residents may also notice a new approach to maintaining village streets and pavements. The Council has purchased a 
mechanical weed-ripper, which will be used regularly by the facilities team to help keep roadsides and pathways in better 
condition throughout the year. See Page 1. 

These projects reflect the Parish Council’s continued focus on improving village facilities, encouraging sustainable travel, 
enhancing public spaces and ensuring Goring remains a vibrant and welcoming place to live.

Cllr Toby Thurston
Chair Goring-on-Thames Parish Council
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Gap Comedy: Ignacio Lopez’s Nada
Comedian Ignacio Lopez brought his latest show Nada to Goring Village Hall, 
transforming the familiar community space into a packed and intimate comedy 
club for the evening. The event, organised by Gap Comedy, drew a sell-out 
audience eager to see one of the UK circuit’s fastest-rising stand-ups.

Lopez, who is half Spanish and half Welsh, has been steadily building a 
national reputation through appearances on shows including Live at the Apollo 
and Have I Got News for You, Celebrity Mastermind and Richard Osman’s House 
of Games. His comedy blends sharp observational humour with affectionate 
cultural mockery, drawing heavily on his upbringing in Mallorca and his life 
now based in South Wales.

He opened the evening energetically, joking about growing up in Mallorca and 
claiming to have once beaten a four-year-old Rafa Nadal at tennis. The contrast 
between Spanish life and the peculiarities of Wales provided rich material, 
particularly when he turned his attention to British tourists abroad. ‘They can’t 
even say ‘paella’ properly,’ he complained, ‘a double L is pronounced ‘Yay’’ and 
delighting the audience with an exaggerated lesson in pronunciation before 
cleverly reversing the joke by attempting Welsh place names like Llanelli in a 
Spanish accent.

Audience interaction formed a major part of the first half. Lopez playfully 
questioned audience members about their jobs, names, relationships and where 
they lived, seemingly improvising as he went. While this is a familiar device for 
many stand-ups, it soon became clear that Lopez was carefully storing away details for later use.

The real surprise came after the interval. Given a show titled Nada – ‘nothing’ in Spanish – the audience may not have 
expected such an inventive second act. Lopez returned dressed in trench coat and porkpie hat, adopting the persona of 
a hard-boiled Spanish detective in the style of a classic film noir. Arriving in Goring to investigate ‘serious crimes’, he 
delivered an absurdly dramatic monologue in which the offences turned out to be entirely local and gloriously trivial: 
bins not being collected, falling house prices, and a suspicious absence of criminal activity. ‘The only drugs around were 
Warfarin,’ he deadpanned.

Using projected vintage sepia photographs of the two villages as a backdrop alongside details gathered from the audience 
earlier in the evening, Lopez brilliantly constructed an increasingly elaborate tale of intrigue, weaving callbacks, visual 
gags, sound effects and improvisation. The craftsmanship behind this uniquely structured performance became evident as 
seemingly throwaway comments from earlier in the night reappeared to explosive effect.

Rarely does Goring Village Hall witness such sustained laughter. By the climax, many in the packed audience were quite 
literally wiping away tears. Nada proved to be far more than a stand-up set: it was a theatrical, interactive tour-de-force 
from a comedian whose star continues to rise. The huge ovation at the end was richly deserved.

Gap Comedy’s next show is on 12 September. For more details go to www.gapcomedy.co.uk	    
               												                  Mark Kibble

Julian Nicholas at Goring Community Jazz
On 8 May the Goring Village Hall audience were introduced to multi-saxist Julian Nicholas, with Martin Pickett 
(keyboard), Dexter Norton (drums) and Goring’s Howard King on bass. With a smiling, puckish presence, Nicholas praised 
Goring’s community atmosphere and the hall’s acoustics, then launched into his own composition, A Thousand Ships, 
referencing Helen of Troy and Nicholas’s partner, another Helen. Ethereal improvisation floated over an insistent bass 
figure in 6/4 time. The melody was hard to discern, but it had a Herbie Hancock vibe. The next number featured a surprise 
guest, a violinist, introduced simply as ‘Dexter’s Mum’. In a bossa nova, she and Julian (on alto sax) played in unison, 
creating a sound more reminiscent of Ireland than Ipanema. In the next number, the lilting Five Hundred Miles High, 
‘Dexter’s Mum’ contributed an accomplished solo, but was never seen or heard again!

The first set ended, surprisingly, with the very traditional When You’re Smiling. Julian’s inventive solo included a quote 
from Surry with a Fringe on Top; Howard turned in a tuneful and nimble bass solo, and Martin Pickett’s electronic keyboard 
sounded more like a real piano than the hall’s own upright does. The second set was both more lyrical and more familiar 
than the first, including a Jobim bossa nova, then Charlie Chaplin’s Smile (tho’ your heart is breaking), with Julian on 
soprano sax, followed by a ballad of lost love, You’ve Changed, featuring an elegiac, almost tear-jerking tenor-sax solo and 
a beautiful contribution from Howard King on bass. A Miles Davis blues was followed by a cheerful South African number 
with an infectious, skipping rhythm, and Lawns, a melody in the great American tradition by the much-admired jazz 
pianist-composer, Carla Bley, who died in 2023. The session was rounded off with I’ll be Seeing You – at a fast swing with 
Julian on tenor sax and the group trading fours in the final chorus. An evening of new and old, performed with engaging 
style.													                    Gus McGill

Ignacio in 1st half            Photo: Mark Kibble
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Summer opportunity : Let’s get LOUD!
Hi! My name is Toby; I’m 15 years old and a Grade 8 Drum 
student living in Streatley. I play in youth rock bands 
in Leeds every summer and Easter, am studying music 
GCSE and do a lot of drum composition in my free time. 
I’m looking to study music at university and have even 
drummed at The Fortune Theatre in London.
Over the summer (28 June to 6 September) I will have lots 
of free time and so if there are any primary or secondary 
school age students who would like to:
•	 Have a ‘Try out the drums’ session (£10 for 30 mins)
•	 Drum tutoring on Trinity Rock and Pop – Grades 1 to 4 
(£15 for 40 mins)
•	 Help with Grades 6 and 7 to support existing drum 
lessons (£15 for 40 mins)
•	 Learn to play some new rock tunes for fun
•	 Just play loudly (without your parents complaining)
See my website www.tobyplayzdrums.com or drop me an 
email to tobyplayzdrums@gmail.com Whether you’d like a 
one-off session or weekly help, just let me know. I have a 
full kit and every student will get a free pair of drumsticks 
(although I can’t guarantee how long these will last 
because while having fun you can break them a lot more 
easily than you think – as all great drummers should…)
For safeguarding reasons student’s parents may need to be 
present at my house while I am teaching. As I am 15 years 
old, one of my parents will be around too. But free ear 
plugs are supplied for all!

Goring Gap u3a Poetry Group
As the second in a series of articles about the vibrant u3a in the Goring Gap, we will be looking at the Poetry Group, run 
by Lyn Ellis. It’s a small group, usually six or seven people, that meets on the morning of the third Monday each month to 
discuss a wide range of poetry and poetry related subjects.

Some meetings are focused on a theme – for example wind or landscape – and some are about an individual poet – for 
example Louis MacNeice or W H Auden. At each meeting the members of the group each bring along one or two poems 
that are related to the theme or by the specified poet, and the group then discusses those poems. As the poems will be new 
to most of the members of the group the objective of the discussion is to understand how the poems appeal and enrich the 
thoughts and perspectives of the members.

There are several ways of approaching the discussion of poetry, from the academic to the more impressionistic, from a 
technical perspective to a more emotional response, and as will be already clear the focus of this group is on using poems 
as a springboard for discussing immediate reactions to the poems and discovering how the members feel differently after 
reading the poems. Sometimes it is important to understand the context within which a poem was created, for example the 
political situation or the personal struggle that the poet was going through, but the group is usually much more focused 
on seeing how a poem has affected each person and what it has made them think about. As reactions to poetry are usually 
highly personal, seeing the range of responses is extremely fascinating – and the members rarely go away from the meeting 
without a new sense of their own changed thoughts.

One of the fundamental rules of the meeting is that personal responses to a poem are not challengeable and are not 
in any sense wrong – and, in contrast, what is usually intriguing and thought provoking to the group is exploring why 
those personal responses have been formed. Part of the pleasure of reading a poem often lies in the fact that they are 
concentrated thoughts and sometimes that makes them difficult to read and appreciate, but this isn’t a concern in the 
discussion because we are not interested in puzzling out difficult texts, but in finding emotional and intellectual responses.

Often people are so pleased to discover a poem that otherwise they would never have come across; often people are so 
pleased to find a different perspective from the wide-ranging discussions. And that is what keeps members coming back 
enthusiastically to the Poetry Group.   

													                    Paul Davies
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New friends find old connection at Lyndhurst Care Home
Moving into a care home is always an opportunity to make new 
friends, but when Vera Crook arrived at Lyndhurst Care Home 
in Goring, she discovered she had far more in common with 
fellow resident Barbara Scott than either of them could have 
imagined.

As they chatted about their backgrounds and where they 
had lived, Barbara mentioned that her sister, Iris, had lived 
in Henley – a town Vera knew well. But it wasn’t until a card 
arrived in the post that the pair uncovered an extraordinary 
connection.

‘I was sitting next to Barbara when the postman delivered 
a card for her,’ recalled Vera. ‘She opened it and showed it to 
me. I recognised Iris’s handwriting straight away and couldn’t 
believe it. We’d only just met, and I had no idea who Barbara 
was at the time.’

Vera had lived next door to Iris for more than 30 years. 
Although both women had heard each other’s names 
mentioned in conversation over the years, they had never met. 
The discovery has brought the two 95-year-olds closer together and created a special friendship.

‘I’m always ready to make friends – I’d much rather have company than be on my own,’ said Barbara. ‘Vera is very, very 
friendly and she makes me feel at home here.’

The pair sit together in the home’s lounge every day and share a love of knitting. Vera is always on hand to help if 
Barbara drops a stitch and together they have made a blanket.

Grace & Gravity celebrate seven years
Tucked away beside The Swan at Streatley, overlooking the River Thames, 
Grace & Gravity Yoga Studio has been helping people find movement, 
mindfulness and community for the past seven years. While many local 
residents may have passed by without noticing, the tranquil riverside studio 
has quietly built a loyal following and is now inviting new students to 
discover all it has to offer.

As part of its seventh birthday celebration, Grace & Gravity is enabling 
newcomers to try out everything available in the studio through its popular 
30-Day Freedom Pass, which allows you to explore a range of classes and 
find the style of movement that suits you best.

The studio’s experienced teaching team includes local instructors Vicky 
Mills and Ellie Radziwill, who guide students with warmth, expertise and 

encouragement.
While the studio continues to grow, its 

focus remains firmly on the people who 
walk through its doors.

‘Our students are our main focus – we 
wouldn’t be here without them,’ said studio 
manager, Luana. ‘The Freedom Pass is a 
wonderful way for people to experience the 
studio, meet our teachers and discover the 
classes that feel right for them.’

Alongside its regular programme of yoga, 
Pilates and wellbeing classes, Grace & Gravity will also be celebrating its seventh birthday 
with a special Earth & Air Retreat at its sister site at Howbery Park, Wallingford, on 4 and 
5 July.

Find out more at https://www.graceandgravity.studio/events/earth-and-air-retreat
Ready to roll out your mat? Visit our website to book a class and discover how 

movement, mindfulness and community can help you feel your best.

Luana Buratta 

Grace & Gravity students  Photo: Holly Spurrett

Grace & Gravity Studio 
                       Photo: Victora Mills

Barbara and Vera have become close friends since moving in 
                                                                     Photo: Darren Pepe
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Lyndhurst is a 20-bedroom care home overlooking Goring playing fields, providing residential, dementia and respite 
care. Activities Coordinator Eleanor Preston said it has been wonderful to see the friendship develop.

‘We put a lot of effort into finding out about our residents’ backgrounds and interests so we can help them build 
relationships when they move in,’ she said. ‘Barbara had only recently arrived when Vera joined us, and discovering they 
had so much in common helped them both settle in quickly. We always make sure they sit together at mealtimes, and they 
genuinely enjoy each other’s company.’  The pair take part in everything from baking and cocktail-making to trips out for 
coffee at The Swan in Streatley. Whatever they’re doing, they’re usually doing it together.

About Lyndhurst Care Home
Situated opposite Goring playing fields and the bowls pavilion, Lyndhurst is a small, family-owned residential home 

that has been providing care for older people for more than 20 years. It offers 24-hour residential, dementia and respite 
care, with a range of single, double and private patio-access rooms.  It is part of Goring Care Homes which was established 
in 1986 by Jackie and Colin Northey. The Grange Care Home was born from their passion for compassionate care and 
they expanded their vision by acquiring Lyndhurst in 1999. Today, their legacy continues under the stewardship of their 
daughter Joy and grandson Aaron, combining decades of experience with family dedication.	                     Lisa Pettifer

01491 871325 / https://goringcarehomes.com/

Withymead Nature Reserve completes ‘Phase1’ of its accessibility project 
Readers may remember that Withymead was fortunate to receive 
grant funding from Mend the Gap and DEFRA’s Access for All funding 
almost 2-years ago, for Phase 1 of a project to increase the accessibility 
of the reserve. The scope of the project was significant – creating a 
new boardwalk to the Kingfisher hide, a welcome shelter and finally 
a new entrance gate with bespoke carved signage. The difference this 
project has made is massive and we have already welcomed many 
delighted individuals and groups for whom Withymead was previously 
off-limits.

The final piece of the project is now in place – a new entrance 
gate with bespoke, oak-carved name plates. The carved name plates, 
created by the talented joiners at Jack Badger Ltd, reflect the flora and 
fauna found at Withymead and the sites’ boat building heritage. They 
are a beautiful, tactile addition to our main entrance – hopefully more 
people will now be aware of the wonderful, natural space accessible 
beyond the gates.

‘The new, oak-carved name plates, with ivy creeping around the 
wording ‘Withymead Nature Reserve’, incorporates flora and fauna 
found in the reserve and the copper used in Sam Saunders’ ‘Consuta’ 
boat building technique, to reflect the uniqueness of Withymead’ 
– Jenny Hedge, Trustee, The Anne Carpmael Trust CIO

However, work to protect and enhance the reserve doesn’t stop 
with the completion of this phase of the project. In the Autumn, we 
will commence a new project funded by Mend the Gap – focusing on 
nature recovery. This project will involve dredging waterways within 
the reserve to remove years of silt build-up to restore the flow of water 
through the reserve. Watch this space for further updates.

We are also delighted to advise you that we have reached three-
quarters of the funding for ‘Phase 2’ of the accessibility project 
– upgrading the bridge and remaining 60m of boardwalk. We are grateful for significant contributions to the Phase 2 
fundraising from South Oxfordshire District Council, the Bernard Sunley Foundation, Ninevah Charitable Trust and 
numerous generous individual donations. This will complete the accessibility project – enabling visitors of all abilities to 
experience the nature that calls the Withymead reedbed home.

We still have a small shortfall to raise before we can plan to commence work on replacing the bridge and boardwalk later 
this year. So, it’s not too late to ‘buy a board’ and make a lasting difference to Withymead.

Watch our fundraising video at https://withymead.org/watch-our-fundraising-video/  to find out more, and ‘Buy a 
Board’ at https://withymead.org/buy-a-board/ – every donation will help us meet our £115,104 fundraising target to 
make it happen!

If you’d like to know more, or would like to help in any other way, please contact Phil Rooney, Chair of the Anne 
Carpmael Trust CIO which manages the reserve, at info@withymead.org					            Phil Rooney

Withymead, The Gates                       Photo: Kate Ashley

Withymead Gate Panel                      Photo: Phil Rooney
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Poetry by the River: an afternoon with Edmund Hall
The Friends of Goring Library and The Carpmael Trust are delighted to be joining in a joint 
venture to welcome visitors to the Withymead Nature Reserve for an enchanting summer 
afternoon.

Walk, cycle or drive (but remember parking is limited!) to hear anecdotes and poems from 
a gem of a book written to raise funds for the RNLI.

The book Tamesis is a lyrical journey along the Thames where water, history and humanity 
interlace in verse composed by Edmund Hall, a lifelong sailor and a volunteer lifeboatman on 
the Thames.

Reviews of Hall’s verses confirm that they 
capture the river as a living, breathing force, 
in turns majestic, dangerous and tender. Sir Ian 
McKellen claims they record high drama alongside wistful reverie, as they flow 
from Oxfordshire tributaries, Sonning trout pools to Waterloo sunsets and 
London’s tidal reaches. Jeremy Treglown recommends you read them aloud but 
here is the chance to hear the author himself read them aloud, beside our own 
special part of the Thames here in Goring.

Take time to enjoy the riverside setting of the Withymead Nature Reserve, 
watch and listen to the abundant wildlife it supports, explore the hidden boat- 
building of the past then reward yourself with tea and cake!

Join us on Sunday 12 July 2pm-4pm, doors open 1.30pm. Tickets are 
available from Eventbrite and the Library. The cost is £6, under 16s free if 
accompanied by an adult. Price includes refreshments.

All proceeds from book sales will go to support the RNLI; tickets sales will 
support both the Withymead Nature Reserve and the Friends of Goring Library

Please note in the case of inclement weather, 
particularly strong wind gusts, the event may need to 
be cancelled. Please check either www.fogl-oxon.co.uk 
or www.withymead.org for weather updates in advance 
of the event. 						    
                                                                      		
	       				           Gaye Walsh

                Events Organiser, Friends of Goring Library

Author interview: Helen Russell
The Friends of Goring Library are delighted to welcome local author Helen Russell to discuss her latest book, Laura Clark is 
Away from Her Desk. We are very lucky to be getting an exclusive Goring interview as this novel is launched.

Helen is a best-selling author, journalist and speaker. A former editor of Marie Claire she turned to writing non-fiction 
when she moved to live in Denmark. Her books The Year of Living Danishly and 
How to Raise a Viking have both become international best sellers, translated 
into many languages. She is currently the author of six books with this, her first 
novel, due out in July this year.

Helen tells us that the novel is an ideal summer 
read and the reviews from fellow authors and readers 
alike confirm this statement. Marian Keyes writes that 
the novel is ‘so witty, so entertaining, yet so moving. 
Countless women will identify with Laura Clark.’  
Readers have found it funny, wise and everything in 
between. The novel tells the story of Laura, a forty-
something HR manager who juggles work, family life 
and an elderly mother on a daily basis until one day she 

doesn’t! What has happened to Laura is revealed as her family and colleagues 
try to find out why Laura Clark is away from her desk.

Join us on Wednesday 29 July at 7pm in Goring Library when we talk to 
Helen to discover the story behind the story and settle down to a great summer 
read. Tickets cost £10 to include a complimentary drink and nibbles, available 
from the library or on EventBrite.

Gaye Walsh
Events Organiser, Friends of Goring Library

Edmund Hall on a lifeboat
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Thames Path
14 months have passed since the National Trail between The Close and 
Friars Ford closed for much-needed repairs due to erosion and flood 
damage. (See GGN June 2025 P27.)

Wooden barriers were erected blocking access to the path, but recently 
someone took a saw to both ends, destroying the barriers. West Berkshire 
District Council (WBC), who are responsible for the path in Goring, have 
said that the damage has been reported to Thames Valley Police. The 

fencing will not be replaced; 
instead, hazardous areas 
have been marked out with 
tape.

Hannah Gutteridge, 
Thames Path Manager at the Thames Path National Trail in Oxford, says 
that they hope that by the end of March 2027 the options for repair will 
have been examined and technical drawings produced. West Berkshire can 
then make an application to the Environment Agency, which takes about 
22 weeks, to get permission to carry out the work, after which, if funding is 
available, a contractor can be assigned.

Further erosion may take place in the interim and WBC asks walkers to 
respect the safety measures.

Dan Gordon-Potts

Tennis Club members rally round
Dear Editor—We’ve had a great start to the season 
at Goring Tennis Club (GTC) on Sheepcot Recreation 
Ground, with lots of local families joining us and a 
brilliant turnout for our new pickleball sessions.

Our momentum took a bit of a hit mid-May when the 
clubhouse was targeted with graffiti and litter. However, 
I want to say a huge thank you to the volunteers and 
neighbours who stepped up immediately to paint over the 
mess and get everything sorted out.

GTC is run entirely by volunteers who work hard to 
keep the facilities in top shape for our members and the 
wider villages. While dealing with this kind of behaviour 
is frustrating, the quick cleanup showed what a great 
community spirit we have here.

The incident has been reported to Thames Valley Police 
(CRN: 43260244171). We just ask that residents keep 
acting as our eyes and ears around the recreation ground 
in the evenings. If you see anything suspicious, please call 
101 so we can keep Goring and Streatley’s community 
spaces safe for everyone.

Bob Kapp
Treasurer, On behalf of the Goring Tennis Club Committee

Blankets for Ukraine
Dear Editor—I was so pleased to see the article in GGN 
last month about the blankets sent to Ukraine by Inna 
Velychenko.

I would like to thank all the people who knit squares for 
these blankets. Most of them are in the Goring & Streatley 
area but I have a friend in Ireland who sends me 100 
squares each month. I would also like to thank the friend 
who crochets the borders of the blankets.

If there is anyone who would like to knit squares for 
these blankets, please let me know via GGN.                

                                                                      Judy Holden

Christian Aid Week – thank you
Dear Editor—The total raised last month during Christian 
Aid Week in Goring, Streatley and South Stoke was 
£2,455!

A very big thank you to all those who donated so 
generously, those who prepared the envelopes for 
distribution and those who delivered them. We are 
especially grateful to those who delivered envelopes in 
several roads and enabled us to reach considerably more 
houses than we did last year. Thanks are also due to Ann 
and Chris Moody and their band of helpers for organising 
and hosting the Ploughman’s Lunch at Oriel House, 
and to Westholme Stores and Inspiration for their kind 
cooperation in receiving the envelopes in their shops.

Judith Aguda
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Adults get weeding while the little ones have fun
Saturday 16 May saw an impressive turnout for Goring Parish Council’s 
Village Weeding Day and Picnic, organised this year in collaboration with 
Goring Villagers Against Glyphosate and Goring in Bloom. Volunteers of 
all ages from eight upwards fanned out across the village and together 
they collected and disposed of a scarcely believable thirty black bags of 
weeds from our streets, lanes and driveways!

Meanwhile, over on Rectory Gardens, the Little Adventurers’ fun 
sessions were enjoyed by children from Goring and Streatley primary 
schools and pre-school. The children explored six activity zones that 
aimed to teach about the weeding cycle, how to spot a weed (‘a weed is 
a plant in the wrong place’) and concluding in a magnificent bug hunt 
led by Goring in Bloom. Bloomers, Rosie Brook and Krys Knox, led the 
‘pollinators’ bug trail where twelve larger than life creatures made from 
upcycled materials were spun from trees or nestled into bark, waiting to 
be discovered.

At the end of the day the children, parents and all the hungry weeding 
volunteers were treated to a delicious curry, kindly donated by Masoom’s, 
and cakes baked by Viv’s Cafe, Patricia Williams and Linda Palmer, 
among others.

The idea with the bug hunt and the themed play zones was to set up 
a safe enclosed space for the children to have fun and learn why the 
village is exploring alternatives to chemical weed control. Not only was 

this event a good way to learn about 
weed cycles and pollinators but 
crucially, it’s been an opportunity for 
inter-generational learning between 
the children and the Bloomers – how 
to take better care of our village, our 
planet and each other.

My co-organiser for this event, 
Ilka Weiss, observed: ‘It was 
wonderful to see Goring and 
Streatley villagers of all ages coming 
together to create a positive impact 
on the local environment. Even a 

seemingly small act like weeding together side-by side has led to 
unexpected conversations and also a reminder that we all can ‘’do 
something’’.’

The debut appearance of Goring’s brand-new weed ripper was 
also a big draw for the children. Young villagers were encouraged 
to name the weedy wonder that promises to take the hard work 
out of weeding in future. Pavement Piranha was voted favourite 
with Robyn Sutherland-Pearce age four winning the prize draw 
for the Little Adventurers’ tool set kindly donated by Goring 
Hardware Store. Weed rippers use mechanical brushes to remove 
stubborn weeds from roads and pavements, and many towns 
and boroughs across the UK now use these as part of their non-
chemical weed management programmes.

Weeder with wheelbarrow of weeds

Children learn about common weeds from Bloomer Rosie

Feeling pleased about a job well done
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We were delighted to welcome a record-breaking field 
of nearly 400 runners to Hairy Legs 2026, making this 
year’s event our biggest yet.

The cooler conditions provided ideal running weather and we 
were immensely proud to see runners of all ages taking part across 
the day’s events. From our youngest Little Legs competitors to 
seasoned Hairy Legs veterans, the enthusiasm, determination and 
community spirit on display made for another memorable occasion.

Nic Watson, Goring resident and Hairy Legs participant, said: 
‘Events like this create lasting memories and are a wonderful 
way to bring families and communities together. It was also a 
particularly special day for me as my son, Huxley, took part in his 
first race this year. Watching him line up and give it his all made 
me incredibly proud.’

We would like to thank everyone who entered, volunteered, 
sponsored, supported and cheered from the sidelines.

A community effort
Hairy Legs would not happen without the support of our incredible 
volunteers. More than 40 people gave up their time to marshal the 
course, run refreshment stalls, manage registrations, operate water 
stations and help with the climbing wall and race village activities.

We are enormously grateful to every volunteer who helped make 
the day run so smoothly. If you would like to join our volunteer 
team in 2027, please get in touch via info@hairylegs.net

Record participation and familiar faces
This year we welcomed more than 217 Little Legs runners and 180 
teenage and adult competitors. It was particularly wonderful to see 
several returning champions successfully defend their titles.

Elliot Parsley and Martha Sudbury each won their Little Legs 
2 categories for the third consecutive year, while Josh Sudbury 
retained his Teenage Kicks 2 title for a second year. Jonty de la 
Harpe successfully defended the Hairy Legs Solo Men’s title, and 
relay team Jumping Jills (Susan Francis and Jessica Franklin) won 
the Open Relay for the second year running.

Seeing competitors return year after year is one of the things we 
value most about Hairy Legs and is a testament to the fantastic 
community that has grown around the event.

Phil Rose, who co-founded the Hairy Legs race in 2002 and 
continues to support the event as a sponsor and participant, said: 
‘It’s wonderful to see how the race has evolved over the years while 
retaining the community spirit that inspired it from the beginning.’

Category winners
Little Legs Boys 1: Boonie Martin 3:27; Jack Wright 3:33; Albert 
Coyle 3:38. Little Legs Boys 2: Elliot Parsley 6:07; Bryn Griffiths 
6:08; Will Nicholson 6:19. Little Legs 1 Girls: Emilie Knight 

4:15; Penny Newport 4:16; Freya Pettit 4:18. Little Legs 2 Girls: Martha Sudbury 6:43; 
Elena Bastawrous 6:49; Juno Martin 7:12. Teenage Kicks 1: Boys: Rafferty Winstanley 
29:41; Girls: Lucy Williams 38:09. Teenage Kicks 2: Boys: Josh Sudbury 23:10; Girls: 
Anna Howe 29:49.

Hairy Legs Solo: Men: Jonty de la Harpe 46:48; Women: Laura Oldfield 1:03:58. Old 
Crumblies: Men: Giles Humphreys-Evans 56:18; Women: Helen Dickens 1:13:45. Relay 
Winners: Couples Relay: Team Big Calves 59:47.8; Parent & Teen Relay: Team Homer 
(Charlie and Mark Homer) 50:06; Open Relay: Jumping Jills (Susan Francis and Jessica 
Franklin) 53:42. The Fancy Dress award went to Maud Elsome and Rose Callaway, adding 
colour and fun to the race.

Full list: https://www.stuweb.co.uk/events/2026/05/10/4596/

Thank you to our sponsors and supporters
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to our principal sponsor, Warmingham, and to 
Managing Director Paul O’Loughlin for presenting the prizes. Their continued support plays 
a huge role in making Hairy Legs possible.

We were also incredibly grateful to Alma Toyer, Yvette Gordon Potts and Helen Dodd, the 
ladies of Goring Free Church, for starting the race. We were particularly pleased to invite 
them this year in recognition of the wonderful work they do for children and families across 
our community. Their commitment to supporting young people reflects the community spirit 
that sits at the heart of Hairy Legs.

Hairy Legs 2026 breaks records and raises thousands for local schools
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A special thank you 
goes to our longstanding 
sponsors: The Swan and Coppa Club, Humidity Solutions, The Sup Life, Bodyset Physio and Clarity Leadership.

We would also like to thank Cranford School for once again sponsoring the event climbing wall, James Hanson for 
expertly compering the event, Laura Greenham from LG Photography for capturing the day so beautifully, Josh Monk and 
Ascend Sports for organising race village activities, Hartslock Ice Cream for the treats, Barry Purnell for supplying the hay 
bales, Betty for the top of the-hill key fob, and Dan, Kat and Vanessa at The Catherine Wheel for hosting the post-race BBQ.

Supporting local schools
One of the most rewarding aspects of Hairy Legs is the difference it makes within our local community. This year’s event 
raised more than £6,000, which will be shared between Goring and Streatley primary schools to help fund much-needed 
sporting equipment.

On behalf of the Hairy Legs committee, we would like to thank everyone who helped make the event such a success. We 
are already looking forward to welcoming you back on 9 May 2027 and making next year’s event even bigger and better.

Lotte, Kelly, Jon, Caroline and Bev
The Hairy Legs Committee

Alma Toyer, Yvette Gordon Potts and Helen Dodd, the ladies of Goring Free Church , 
who started the race

Photos: Laura 
Greenham of 
Greenham 
Photography
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