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Faith, Freedom and fans (10 years on)

Photo: Neil Horne

George Michael fans have been coming to Goring to celebrate his life and music (including albums Faith and Freedom) every
year since his death on Christmas Day in 2016. For the many ‘lovelies’ who travel from across the world this is a highlight

in their year and Goring is a special place for them. Local accommodation gets booked up a year ahead. George Michael was

a philanthropist and, in his memory, fans put fundraising centre stage during the weekend. Local groups as well as national
charities have been supported with the substantial proceeds. This year events were held over the weekend of 26-28 June in
George’s former garden at Mill Cottage, The Catherine Wheel, The Miller of Mansfield, The Bull Inn and Goring Village Hall.
The above photo from Mill Cottage shows the band Celebrating George Michael: Audrey Small (backing vocals), Ryan Pope
(guitar), Deano Rice (drums), Steve Mitchell (George Michael), Julie Graham (backing vocals), Guy Phethean (keys), and Dave
West (bass player and team organiser, back right with sunglasses — original Wham! bass player). See article on Page 42.




Dutch Friesian horses passing The Miller of Mansfield

See P31
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Opemng new doors for you

Having celebrated successive record breaking years in 2016, 2017, 2018,
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024, we’ve done it again in 2025!
Please join us to realise your property aspirations!

Warmingham & Co - Your leading independent property consultancy.... Having been established for over 40 years,
we don’t rest on our laurels; Leading by the front, achieving the very best for our clients. For a 10th consecutive
ear, 2025 proudly saw Warmingham & Co, out-sell and out-let all of our competitors within our area of coverage®,
s recorded by Rightmove. Accordingly, you can be assured of a professional and thorough approach from our
highly qualified and experienced, personable staff, who both understand the current marketplace, and yield
bExtensive local knowledge. Offering our clients the most effective, cohesive and progressive marketing package
failor-made to their own individual requirements, locally, nationally, and internationally, 7 days a week, we are
here to make your next move both seamless, and the right one for you.

'OX100, OX10 6, OX109, OX110, OX11 9, OX49 5, RG18 0. RG18 9, RG20 6, RG20 7, RG20 8, RG4 7. RG4 9, RGT7 5, RG7 6. RG8 0, RG8 7, RG8 8, RG8 9, RGY 4. RG? 5, RGY 6.

Sales & Valuations Call us 7 Days A Week to arrange a Free Valuation or Viewing Lettings & Valuations
T 01491 874144 Office Opening Hours: Friday: 09:00 - 18:00, Saturday: 09:00 - 17:00 & Sunday: 10:00 - 16:00 T 01491 875011
E sales@warmingham.com Website Opening Hours: 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week - 365 Days A Year E leftings@warmingham.com
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GRAPEVINE

Bloom under inspection
On Tuesday, 28 July, eagle-eyed judges from the Royal Horticultural Society
will be touring Goring to check us out in our entry in the National Britain in
Bloom competition. They won’t just be looking at plants, but at all aspects of
the appearance of the village. We’d be grateful for your help in presenting all
of Goring in the best light. Our Bloomers will have been out weeding and litter
picking, but if you could please check the area outside your own property and
make sure it is clean, tidy and free of weeds, that would be great.

Thank you and wish us luck!

Bloom Committee

Grants available to local good causes
Since 1991 the Goring Gap News Association has been awarding grants to a
variety of local clubs, societies, charities, schools and many more.

In 2026 we have already awarded over £6,000 to organisations including
Goring Community Centre, the Morrell Room, Friends of Goring Library, Goring
Gap Environmental Association and the Heart of Streatley Charitable Trust.

However, we have up to a further £5,000 to award this year, so we are asking
whether there are any other local good causes seeking funds for a specific
project.

The ground rules are that awards may be made, in accordance with
GGN’s awards policy, to any local non-commercial organisation or, in certain
circumstances, to an individual aged under 25. In general, approval for an award
is given to:

e charitable and benevolent associations

e people under 25 who are performing voluntary service

* one-off projects but not those requiring recurring funding

e projects which do not compromise the impartiality of GGN

If you believe that you meet the above criteria and would like to apply for
a grant, please submit your request to ggnchair@gmail.com no later than 31
August; all applications will be considered at our next quarterly committee
meeting on 22 September.

Free exercise on offer at GGN
No gym membership needed and a bonus offer of 100% gratitude...please read
this message from Victoria, our GGN Distribution Manager:

We are very grateful to Joe Ritchie who volunteers and steps in to deliver
GGN when the regular person is incapacitated or away. Recently, due to several
concurrent situations — illness, hip replacements, holidays — the Distributing
Team and neighbours have been stretched beyond what is sustainable.

Please could you offer to be a stand-in like Joe? I need two extra people to
deliver in Goring for at least August and September, possibly October. The job
takes about an hour or less, once a month. You would be much appreciated.
Please email me: ggndistribution@gmail.com

If you'd like a permanent round, we currently need a monthly deliverer for
Lockstile Way and Lockstile Mead. Please get in touch as above.

One last thing — if you find that your copy is late in the hot weather, please be
patient — our brilliant deliverers work to bring you your GGN come rain or shine,
but too much shine may not be safe for some deliverers and they must feel free
to wait for a cooler day.
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€ Follow us @CoombeHouseCare

C@mbg House

Set in a charming country house in Streatley on Thames,
this family-run care home has been providing personalised
long-term residential and respite care in a warm, peaceful
and happy environment for over 35 years.

[ . Contact us today at 01491 872174 or email
R" Celebrating Evcellenice In Co,e | & enquiries@coombehouse.co.uk to book a visit

The Coombe, Streatley On Thames, Berkshire, RG8 9QL

Inspected and rated

Outstanding ¥y

CareQuality
RESIDENTIAL CARE Commission

Exceptional Care, Every Day

www.coombehouse.co.uk

THEGORING GROCER

Open for coffee, cakes, lunches
& medals to take away
Unique selection of treats,
gifts and books
Birch Bakery Bread Wednesday to
Saturday

Fresh Flowers Thursday to Saturday

Doughnut selection every Saturday
Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 4pm

www.goringgrocerco.uk 1:01491 875 609
e hello@goringgrocer.co.uk

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Goringhardware

So much more than a hardware-home store

DIY*Gardening * Kitchenware* Cleaning * Electrical
Plumbing * Pet Bird food * Bathroom * Haberdashery
Bicycle * Laundry * Giftware * Maintenance * Water
Softeners * Wood Supplies * Key cutting * Sharpening
Rug Doctor Hire * Signs * Refills - Ecover/Faith in Nature

Open Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Sun 10 amto 1 pm
01491 — 872420 info@goringhardware.com
12 Red Cross Road RG8 9HG, next to the surgery

in our lovely air conditioned,
ted in the centre of Goring.
s manicures, Pedicures,
\l as a Professional Foot Care

N\

AVOibALE @ouasoasms

JouN KITCHER & SON

Re-upholstery and repairs undertaken
Antigue and modern furniture recovered
Loose covers supplied

Free estimates - Prompt Service
- Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers -

Tel: Graham Kitcher 38 Crescent Road,
Tilehurst,

0118 942 3701 Reading. RG31 5AH
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A new chapter for Streatley CE Primary School
On 1 July, Streatley CE Primary School officially became part of the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST), marking the
beginning of an exciting new chapter for our school.

Many people will have heard the term academy or academy trust but may not be entirely sure what it means. An academy
is still a state-funded school, free to attend and inspected by Ofsted in exactly the same way as any other school. The key
difference is that, rather than being maintained by the local authority, it is part of a trust — a group of schools that work
together, sharing expertise, resources and specialist support.

For Streatley, this move is about building on the many strengths our school already has. Over the past year, staff and
governors have worked closely with ODST to ensure a smooth transition, developing strong relationships and shared ways
of working before officially joining the trust.

Being part of ODST means our teachers and staff will have access to a wider network of colleagues, enabling them to
share ideas, learn from one another and continue developing the high-quality education our children already enjoy. The
trust also provides additional expertise in areas such as finance,
estates management, governance and school improvement,
allowing school leaders to focus even more on teaching and
learning.

Importantly, Streatley will retain its own unique identity and
I its close connection with the local community. As a Church of
B England school, our Christian values remain at the heart of
| | everything we do, while benefiting from being part of a family of
@ schools that shares the same ethos and commitment to excellence.
| The governors are confident that joining ODST will create even
| greater opportunities for our pupils, provide valuable support for
our staff and help ensure a strong and sustainable future for the
school. We look forward to working with parents, carers and the
wider community as we begin this exciting new chapter together.

The Friends of Streatley School recently organised a celebration
marking the end of the school year, the move to academy trust
f status and the opening of the new outdoor classroom and kitchen
funded by Mend the Gap. The photo shows representatives of the
Trust and Mend the Gap with the headteacher. From the left: Mark
Jones, ODST HR manager, Katie Adams, ODST HR Partner, Lesley
Roberts, Streatley Headteacher and Janet Tuppin, Mend the Gap
Project Support Officer.

Debi Beaumont
Vice Chair of Governors

Goring Parish Councillor wins Oxfordshire Clerk of the Year

ClIr Bryan Urbick, Clerk to Harwell Parish Council and a familiar face on Goring’s own Parish Council, has been named
Clerk of the Year by the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC). The award was presented by the High Sheriff of
Oxfordshire, Jawaid Malik, on 25 June 2026.

In his nomination, Harwell Council Chair Vaughan Humphries described how Bryan took on a council that was
fragmented and unstable and gave it structure, accountability and a renewed sense of purpose. He highlighted Bryan’s
insistence on doing more than the legal minimum, his ability to handle difficult conversations with integrity and his
role as a mentor both within Harwell and across the wider clerking profession. Vaughan summed it up as a sustained
transformation, turning the council into a stable, engaged and community-focused organisation.

Bryan has also recently taken on the permanent role of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer at Milton Parish Council,
where he has spent the past two months rebuilding governance from near-collapse: new structures, new policies and a new
way of working.

This type of hands-on intervention is not new to him. When Goring’s previous Clerk retired, Bryan stepped in as
voluntary Proper Officer while still serving as a Councillor, staying in the role until a permanent Clerk was appointed. After
the last parish elections, he did the same for Woodcote Parish Council, which was struggling at the time, again serving
voluntarily until a new clerk was found. It was during his time at Woodcote that he completed his Certificate in Local
Council Administration (CiLCA) qualification.

He is a published contributor to The Clerk magazine and will be presenting at the Society of Local Council Clerks’
national Practitioners’ Conference in March 2027.

Many congratulations from all of us in Goring. Abel Westerhof
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. GREENLANDS FARM, MOULSFORD
Q o RURAL BUSINESS CENTRE
Rated Outstanding

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL & STORAGE UNITS
VARYING SIZES TO SUIT

CLEEVE LWDGE

Residential Care Home
For The Elderly

3ph SUPPLY, BROADBAND

| OFFICES—3 x 600sq ft, can be put together |

.

ALLWITH 24 HOUR ACCESS & COMPETETIVE RATES
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PHONE JOHN,BEACROFT, 07730046514

CHAUCERS

Picture Framing
& Fine Art Restoration

= Specialising in 24 hour Dementia
and Old age Care

m Respite Care

= Long-term Residential Care

» Daycare

= Victorian country house set in beautiful
grounds, located on'a private road
in Goring On Thames

= Gold standards framework commendation
for end-of-life care

= Enriching and Empowering the lives of the
local community for over 40 years

Specialists in Traditional & Modern Picture Framing
Conservation materials & speciality UV glass
Restoration & cleaning / Free quotes & guidance

01491 652984 / 07887 775 570

email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
website: www.chaucersframing.co.uk

£ | priority.windows Il .

Doors, Conservatories, Garage Doors, Porches, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering.

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation Also repairs including replacement sealed units, locks, hinges and handles.
M Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling. a

iy A Over 35 years of experience
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned o

Wayne Prior

m Tel: 01491 871381, Mob: 07720 716055
www.prioritywindows.co.uk

APPROVED . —— .
WINDOW & DOOR INSTALLATIONS E-mail: wayne@prioritywindows.co.uk

shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call-Wallingford 01491-833282

Lee Webb Plumbing Ltd
Oil Heating & General Plumbing G.A. Giles

Oil boilers — Installation established 1987
Repairs & Servicing eq - .
OFTEC registered Building - Roofing « Maintenance
Worcester Accredited Installer 07771 695745
Mob: 07712 592307 : -
LL: 01635 202097 grahamegiles49@gmail.com

Email: lee@leewebbplumbing.co.uk

6 July 2026



MUSIC and ARTS Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.com
Arts Society Goring Liverpool Tour: Sunday 10 May - Thursday 14 May 2026

When Rosie Mortimer was advertising her most recent tour
earlier in the year, a number of us, ignorant southerners, were
sceptical. A successful Success Tour to Liverpool, as a European
Capital of Culture? But surely Liverpool is just the Beatles and a
football team...

Early on Sunday morning, a coach arrived in Pangbourne. It
was driven throughout our tour with consummate skill by our
ever-cheerful Polish driver, Andy, who had also been our driver
last year for the visit to Wales. He picked up 34 of us from
various points in the Goring area, on our way to an eye-opening
three days ‘up north’.

Our midday stop was at Lichfield, visiting the three-spired
medieval Cathedral. Knowledgeable guides were on hand to
take us round. They went out of their way to make us feel very
welcome as we were shown the ancient St Chad Gospels, the
Lichfield Angel, the Herkenrode Glass and the Cathedral’s many M '
other treasures. Despite an ominous weather forecast, we were Am So ciety on P enny Lane
able to explore the city in brilliant sunshine and even eat our
sandwiches al fresco in the nearby beautifully maintained Museum Gardens.

We arrived in the early evening at the Portman hotel at King’s Dock on the
Liverpool waterfront, transformed in recent years from decrepit warehouses to
a vibrant conference area. Servicing that market, our hotel was bustling. Later,
the night being fine, a number enjoyed Liverpool by night from the nearby
Ferris wheel.

Our blue-badge guide the following morning seemed to confirm the earliest
suspicions about Liverpool as he announced that we would start by visiting
various Beatles locations around the City. We were warned that there were to
be dire consequences for us southerners if, as we approached Penny Lane, we
did not deliver a lusty rendering of the Beatles song of that name. We only
knew the chorus and not all the verses, but there were no consequences, apart
from group photos to prove that we had been there. On then to the magnificent
St George’s Hall, past many streets of handsome Georgian terraces, the city
having, our guide assured us, more Georgian houses even than Bath. He also
pointed out that Liverpool has no less than four universities, as well as four
theatres and its Philharmonic Orchestra. A brief visit followed to St George’s
Hall, one of the finest examples of neo-classical architecture in the world and

housing the truly imposing City Library, and so to the Anglican Cathedral.
Brick-built in the 20t Evening stroll on the Albert Dock

century, the city fathers
clearly intended that, as the largest cathedral in Britain, it should
truly reflect Liverpool’s status at the time as the most up-and-
coming city in the realm. It seemed that, not to be outdone, the
B Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, started in
frillsmtﬁ =R 1930, was intended to surpass its Protestant neighbour. However,
World War II intervened, so that only the Crypt of the original
Lutyens design was actually completed. Subsequently, following
a worldwide competition in the 1960s, an inclusive cathedral was
created in the round, bathed in light from a soaring lantern tower
ST LT above, with beautiful modernist stained glass giving different light
dA AL RN effects round the church.
i Our visit on Tuesday was to the Walker Art Gallery, another
imposing Victorian edifice at the very centre of cultural Liverpool.
= : There, our knowledgeable guide sensibly concentrated on a
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral detailed exposé of the importance of just a very few pictures,
All photos by Rosie Mortimer letting us explore the Gallery further when she had finished,
especially its collection of pre-Raphaelite artworks.
Continues on P9.
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The Garden
Design Studio

Open Mon-Fri 10-4 & Sat 9-4

Product Ranges Include:
« High Impact Outdoor Plants

» Houseplants, Compost &
Decorative Pots

« Bonsais & Accessories

s+ Seeds, Gloves & Garden Tools
« Plantable Childrens Books

« Cards, Notepads & Gifis

« Birdcare

+ So much more

10 The High Street, Goring, RG8 9AT

Contact Ben for more info:

Email: admin@gardendesignco.co.uk / 3 The Garden Design Studio / TEL: 01491 522650

Home & Garden Maintenance
Duncan Crook I
01491 873643
07719 461441

Landscaping
Driveways
Fencing
Patios
Maintenance

03 @

L
OC1 CRANFORD

9:30am-12:00pm SCHOOL

o ool

nMorning

Come and join us. Book your place fordschool.co.uk

A vibrant education for Boys and Girls & in Oxfordshire

STUART GILES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

TEL : 01491 873613 MOBILE : 07919 102412

3 ELVENDON RD, GORING ON THAMES,
Nr READING, BERKS, RG8 OEA

Manor Café at Howbery MANOR CAFE

vpen: vam-4p

ol
Howbery

@ Hot & cold drinks, homemade cakes: all day

’ Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am

# Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11 00am - 2.00pm

& Other hot and cold lunch options: 11.30am - 1.30pm

Order at table or online | Takeway service
Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

www.howberypark.com
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MUSIC and ARTS continued

The afternoon saw the group scattered across the city, enjoying
Liverpool by day. There one sensed a renewed civic pride,
especially in the skilfully restored dockland area, a sharp and
refreshing contrast to the grime-filled photos of this district in
yesteryear.

Wednesday morning had us driving through the Mersey
Tunnel to Everton and Port Sunlight village. Founded by ‘Soap
King’ William Lever in the late 1800s, the garden village is
a unique example of early urban planning in Britain. Built
to house workers from the nearby Lever Brothers’ Soap
factory, the village represents many periods of British building
history. Within the village is the Lady Lever Gallery, founded
in the 1920s, and our first port of call. A free flow visit saw
us immersed in a magnificent collection of paintings and
sculpture, as well as Wedgwood porcelain, chinoiserie and : ,
much more. A blue-badge guided visit by coach to the village  Japanese Garden at Winterbourne House
followed, then lunch at a choice of options, and we were off,
back under the Mersey through the countryside clear of Liverpool, to the National Trust’s Speke Hall. Rain threatened and,
for the only time on our trip, briefly materialised as we were expertly guided round the outside of this rare timber-framed
Tudor house. After a period of neglect, it was restored during the Victorian era,
and now represents a unique combination of 16" century simplicity and the
19t century Arts and Crafts aesthetic.

The long drive home was agreeably punctuated by a break in Birmingham.
We wondered what a visit to Winterbourne House and Gardens actually
portended.

The answer was absolute delight as, after a detailed introduction by one
| of the staff, we were able to enjoy this charming example of an Edwardian
| suburban villa and gardens. The house’s interior features beautiful examples of
| craftmanship from the Arts and Crafts movement, and the seven-acre botanical
gardens are Grade II listed. Once more aboard our coach and Andy’s care, we
sped down the M40, to reach Goring in ample time for any evening activity.
| So —was Rosie’s Success Tour to cultural Liverpool indeed a success? Yes,

- | resoundingly.

Would you like to join the Arts Society Goring’s next tour, to the Cities of
Castile, exploring the historic cities of central Spain, Salamanca, Avila, Toledo,
Segovia and Madrid? We are travelling by air on 14 October and returning on
22 October with our own coach and specialist Spanish guide. Full details from

g ol L il 2 Rosie Mortimer 07900 260001
Gormley figure up to its knees Nigel Suffield-Jones

The Ewen Baird sextet at Goring Community Jazz

The show on Friday 12 June was originally billed as The Trumpet and Tenor in Jazz, with Andy Townsend on trumpet.
However, he dropped out and was replaced by the young Adam Beveridge, whom we last heard playing (and singing)
with the Roy Bailey Big Band in Goring in November. Perhaps to compensate for Adam’s inexperience, Baird had brought
in a GVH regular, Ross Law, on trombone. The house trio completed the ensemble, but the evening had, understandably, a
somewhat makeshift feel.

Of the three frontliners, Ewen Baird was the one I enjoyed listening to most. He has a warm, mellow tone, a formidable
technique and no shortage of ideas. Adam Beveridge has a hot tone, and can swing, but his articulation needs work, and
his invention often came to an end before his solo did. The burly trombonist, Ross Law, plays with energy and verve, but
his improvising tends to go slightly off-piste.

The programme consisted mainly of modern jazz originals, mostly unfamiliar (to me, anyway, and possibly to some of
the players). Things certainly improved in the second set. Baird was featured alone in the ballad I Want to Talk About You.
His breathy-toned, pensive solo was beautifully structured.

In the mid-tempo Why Wait? the horns played the theme in harmony over a 2-note bass riff, and Adam Beveridge,
on flugelhorn, found his stride in a thoughtful, melodic solo. Ricorda Mi by pianist Joe Henderson, was a fast samba in
which all three horns turned in exciting solos, and Howard King on bass contributed a nimble chorus or two. The final
number, The Night has a Thousand Eyes, found Baird in great form, and we heard a masterly solo from Nick Hill on piano.
Considering the last-minute change of personnel and, presumably, lack of rehearsal time, the group did a commendable
job. Gus McGill
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GORING SOCIAL CLUB =

Meet ¢ Relax ® Socialise
Right Here in Goring

New Members Always Welcome!

Goring Social Club is more than just aclub - it's a
village hub open for all, with something for everyone:
® Live Action: Catch all the games with Sky & BT Sports.
® Games: Snooker, pool, darts, crib, and bingo.

@ Events: A packed social calendar.
® Great Value: A fantastic selection of food and drinks.
® A Welcoming Space: For all local clubs and societies.

Drop in this week \ GoringSocialClub.co.uk

T.D.LANCASTER

( } CHIMNEY SWEEP

Domestic, agency and commercial
chimney sweeping in & around Goring

Solid fuel, oil, gas, biomass flues

01491 877 319

tdlchimneysweep.co.uk

e Great Parking

* Vast Range

* Loyalty Scheme
* Local Deliveries

Blake's Pet Foods, The Lodge, Old Reading Road,

Wallingford, OX10 8BW
Blakeés

Tel: 01491 834911 .
OPEN 9am-5pm Mon to Sat
PET FOODS & ACCESSORIES

www.blakespets.co.uk

10

TANDOORI RESTAURANT

High Street, Gormg
01491 875078 / 872796
www.masooms.co.uk
Open every day 5.30-10pm (10.30pm on Fri/Sat)
Sat & Sun 12-2pm
For takeaway: order online or call

® "AUGUST 29TH
12PM - LATE

[Eliz:[=] A RIVERSIDE DAY FESTIVAL
THE SWAN AT STREATLEY
(= LIVE MUSIC - FOOD & DRINK - GOOD TIMES
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u3a Art History Grou

Liora Myers initially ¥ormed thepuSa Art History
Group and has been leading it for four years. The
group has covered a broad range of art, including
painting and sculpture, architecture, and art
movements, from impressionism to pop art. There
are currently seven active members of the group
and for two hours, once a month on the third
Friday of the month, they meet to discuss, comment
and learn about aspects of art history

The subject of each meeting can be an art
movement of historical interest, and these have
included, for example, Bauhaus, Fauvism, Art
Deco and Naive Art. Alternatively there might be a
theme or a particular type of subject, like portraits,
seascapes or everyday life, such as travel and, say, farming. There have also been different specialised topics such as hidden
images in art, Turner Prize winners and women impressionists.

Each month the members of the group choose a subject for the next meeting and although it is not an academic group
the format is that all or most members give a short presentation about a piece of art related to the chosen topic. People do
not have to present each time, but they almost always choose to. People often talk about the chosen piece of art by putting
it in its historical and cultural context. Conversations also touch on the aesthetics of the art presented. Putting the subject
of the meeting in its historical context is particularly important but other interesting facts are discussed, such as what
influences led to the artwork being created.

When discussing art movements, the focus is often on how they developed and what influence they had on other works
of art. Biographical details about the artist or artists open up conversations about the psychological impact of the artist’s
life on his/her art and its quality and value. The aim is to have a conversation which will stimulate all the members of the
group and lead to a better understanding of art both in general and in particular and its historical and cultural context.

The conversation usually develops into a wider discussion about art and how the group members respond to it. Each
member of the group is obviously interested both in art and its history. The group has found it interesting that even though
people have their likes and dislikes, very often it is the work or type of art that individuals don’t really like which provokes
the biggest discussion and the greatest pleasure in the conversation. Nearly always the presentations and discussion will
reveal all sorts of aspects that most of the members were previously unaware of — and that group-driven learning is one of
the key strengths of the group.

In addition to the individual responses to the works of art, there is an attempt to bring out the social, cultural,
psychological, philosophical, religious and historical elements that have helped create the work of art. As a result of the
success of the group it is full and a new group is being launched which uses the same or similar format but has chosen a
different name: Art Appreciation. As with the initial group, the real objective is to enjoy art while learning about art history
and to have a stimulating discussion that will help people understand and appreciate a wide range of art styles and genres.
To learn more, contact Liora Myers. lioramyers@gmail.com Paul Davies

Escaped prisoners at large in Aldworth

The 2" Goring & Streatley Scout Group held their Annual Group Camp at Bower
Farm, Aldworth in June. This year’s camp was the ‘father, son and daughter camp’,
when fathers join in with the Scout Patrols under the leadership of a Scout Patrol
Leader for daytime activities and sleep in the patrol ridge tents. Everything was
run on traditional Scout camping lines: cooking on open fires, early morning
exercises, Scout skills training and of course, a camp fire at the end of the
weekend camp.

During the camp there were several competitions and challenges that fathers,
Scouts and older Wolf Cubs took part in.

One, a ‘wide game’ competition, saw the Scouts and Wolf Cubs acting as
prisoners who had just escaped from the local prison, scattered around the Bower
Farm and the village of Aldworth area and being pursued by the fathers who were
the arresting ‘police officers’. All were dressed in appropriate gear for the activity,
even down to handcuffs. After some time finally all the prisoners were captured
and returned to prison, so well done to our gallant father ‘police officers’ and what
great fun all of them had.

The 2™ Goring & Streatley Scout Group has vacancies and invites new members
to start after the summer school holiday in September. Make initial enquiries by
telephoning Skip (David Cooksley). David Cooksley

Group Scout Master: 07789 938291
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Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
Let her visit you in your own home to help
relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear
HCPC registered

Registered NHS Audiologist
Professi nity i

LUCINDA
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

who accepts no responsibility for views expressed

The Editor welcomes your letters — normally no more than 350 words please — but reserves the right to edit them

A lady who likes to lunch?

Dear Editor—As a resident of Goring for the past 34 years,
and after a busy career in the City, working in funicular
engineering design, on my retirement my wife Maureen
suggested that I find a hobby! As a young boy I had
enjoyed fishing with my Grandad Murray, and this is how
I came to be a member of Goring Fishing Club.

One of my favourite pegs on the stretch is a couple of
hundred metres downstream from Goring weir. I first
started seeing ‘Wren’, a beautiful female otter, a couple
of years ago, often with a roach or dace in her mouth,
scurrying off. It felt such a privilege to be able to enjoy
the majesty of this wonderful creature and to share the
same environment. As time went by, Wren began to come
closer, but you can imagine my surprise when, one day
in early summer, Wren came as close as my feet, clearly
taking an interest in the potted meat sandwich I had been
eating. Wren stared longingly as if asking for a morsel to
be thrown her way. I remained as still as I could so as not
to scare her. There was then a little rustle in the reeds and
out peered three sets of small eyes. Wren had become a
mum, her cubs could only have been a few weeks old.
They were her spitting image. As I struggled to try and
get my mobile phone from the arm of my chair, I laid my
sandwich down on the other chair arm. After retrieving
my phone, I turned to see Wren running back towards
the water with my potted meat sandwich in her mouth!
Had she been using her cubs as a decoy? Was this a ‘team
effort’? Whatever the planning behind it, or lack thereof, I
was a sandwich down!

Of course, I hold no ill will at all towards Wren for
snatching my sandwich. She has visited since but I have
ensured that my sandwich is out of otter range. I thought
your readers and my fellow residents would enjoy a
chuckle at this incident that happened to me. I wonder
how many other fisherman’s lunches Wren and her family
have made off with over the last summer?

M D Eastell

Red Kite attempts dog-napping in Goring!

Dear Editor—During a recent visit to my cousin in
Streatley, a dog-walk in Goring nearly turned dramatic
when a red kite swooped suspiciously close to my small
dog (‘Vegas’) while walking by the river. Fortunately for
us, my little companion’s enthusiasm for treats finally paid
off — he was simply too fat for lift-off.

The bird circled overhead before apparently deciding
the effort wasn’t worth it, leaving my dog entirely
unbothered and still searching for discarded titbits.

While the story ended humorously, it is a useful
reminder that owners of very small or lightweight dogs
should stay alert when walking in open areas where
red kites and other birds of prey are common. Keeping
pets close and supervised could prevent a more serious
encounter.

In our case, extra biscuits may just have saved the day!

Paul Fielding
Leeds
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Defibrillators

Dear Editor—A Goring resident drew my attention to a
letter in a back issue of Goring Gap News about a member
of the public finding that there was no defibrillator in

the box at the Goring Pavilion. To seek more information
about defibrillators, I approached South Central
Ambulance Service’s David Hamer (Divisional Community
Engagement Manager — Thames Valley).

Public defibrillators are not owned by the ambulance
service, but instead by, for example, parish councils,
schools, businesses, sports clubs and shops. Each one has
up to two volunteer guardians who inspect it regularly.
Each device is registered on a national network called The
Circuit, run by the British Heart Foundation, with data
available on the screens of 999 call-handlers.

When a 999 call comes in and the call-handler identifies
it as a cardiac arrest, they ask the caller to immediately
start cardiopulmonary resuscitation (chest compressions).
Only if there is a second person available on scene, they
can be sent to get a defibrillator. The system will show a
list of the nearest 8 to 12 defibrillators to the call-handler
so that they can provide directions and the access code.
Once a defibrillator code has been attached to a job on
the computer, it will automatically be taken off the list of
those available.

After a call-out, the paramedics take the defibrillator to
the ambulance station, and from there it will be returned
to its home location. The system automatically alerts the
guardian who must then inspect it so that any appropriate
maintenance can be done (for example. replacing the
battery or pads). Once the defibrillator is deemed usable
again, the guardian changes its status on the system from
‘Unavailable’ to ‘Emergency ready’.

There are over 8,000 registered defibrillators in the
South Central Ambulance Service area.

If you are the only person on the scene with a patient,
do not leave them to fetch a defibrillator. Call 999 and
give immediate, uninterrupted chest compressions to keep
their blood pumping to their brain and other organs. This
is the best thing you can do for them.

Marina Bang
Public Governor, Oxfordshire South Central Ambulance
Service

Goring Gap News

Advertise here!
Place an advertisement with the
Goring Gap News.
Delivered to all houses

in Goring and Streatley
Contact ggnadverts@gmail.com for details
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New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett.co.uk
The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 9DD

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

T.JOSLYN

TREE SURGERY RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE
Qualified including NPTC (National proficicncy tests council)

Fully insured for all tree work

FENCING CONTRACTOR, LANDSCAPING
TREE HOUSES

Designed to your requirements FAMILY RUN SINCE ]985

Logs always available  free estimates

07545 644383 01491 873901

For more info call or email thegrange@goringcarehomes.com

Joslyn.terry@yahoo.com www.goringcarehomes.com
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Goring,

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning for your
home

Expert

Carpet Cleaning Services
We have been cleaning carpets and
soft furnishings in your area for over 25 years.

Call today for your no obligation quote

01491 818606

info@geckofy_co_uk e 07791 064337 Carpet, Upholstery, Rug and Curtain cleaning
WWW QECkOf\/ co Uk www.ExpertCarpetCleaningServices.co.uk
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Father and son volunteer together in Malawi

In June I travelled to Malawi with my son James and we spent a week at the Bhubesi
Pride Foundation community centre, which as an architect I had helped design. For
James this trip was the culmination of more than a decade of involvement with the
Foundation, as he first started fundraising for it in 2014 when he was 13. Passionate
about rugby, he saw an article in the press during the Six Nations about the charity
and bringing education through rugby to Africa. I later became involved and I am
now good friends with the founder, Richard Bennet. When Richard decided in 2018
to create a permanent centre in Malawi, he asked me to use my skills to help him
develop a proposal initially for funding and then for delivery. The week James and I
spent in Malawi offered us both an opportunity to see first-hand the difference that
charitable support can make within a local community.
The Bhubesi Pride Foundation is a UK charity that supports children and young
people in Malawi through education, sport and community programmes. James
has undertaken a number of fundraising challenges for the charity over the years,
including walking the Thames Path Challenge, virtual cycle challenges, from Land’s
End to John o’ Groats and the length of Malawi and more recently, on road cycling
from Twickenham to Paris before the Rugby World Cup. In 2023 he travelled
independently to Malawi to volunteer at the charity’s community centre, a decision  James and Stephen outside the centre
supported and encouraged by his mother
despite her own illness and her being cared for at the Duchess of Kent Hospice
at the time. (Kate’s obituary was in GGN in November 2023, pages 29 and 31.)
For me, the trip held a different
significance. To finally stand inside
a building that I had only ever
known through drawings and
.| photographs, and to see it being
used every day by local children
and families, was both humbling
and rewarding.
| During our time in Malawi,
' we worked alongside local staff

delivering activities in schools and : B%m&i
supporting programmes for disabled j foﬁf%  SounTy c:

| and disadvantaged children. We = , JaBox gof L,-\,"Eg""“’@“%“u%"‘gfs
helped run training sessions, ] : \
& sports activities and community
| events, sharing some of our own
experiences whilst learning far more
AL s o f8 than we expected in return.
Young rugby enthusiasts The highlight of the week was a
Festival of Sport held at the centre,

bringing together more than 250 children for a day of football, rugby, netball
and games. What neither of us will forget is the enthusiasm, kindness and
positivity shown by the children throughout the week. Despite facing challenges that many of us in the UK can scarcely
imagine, they approached every activity with energy, gratitude
and enormous smiles.

The experience reminded us that volunteering is as much
k| about listening and learning as it is about giving something
& back. We returned home with a renewed appreciation for
community, resilience and the power of sport and education to
bring people together.

Whilst the charity continues to develop its facilities and
il programmes, the lasting memory for us will be the people we
met and the friendships we made. It was a privilege to spend
time with such an inspiring community and to witness the
impact that dedicated local staff and volunteers are having
every day.
For more information about the charity and to donate see:
https://bpfafrica.org/

The sport festival in Malawi Stephen Herbert
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Trusted to sell & let in
your area for 35 years

A familiar name. Outstanding results.
Service that stands the test of time.

Book your no-obligation valuation today.

01491873456

Alternatively, you can book online at

davistate.com/moving

¥~ davis tate

m Not all plumbers
HEATING SOLUTIONs TREEETES created equal.

Which?

Trusted Trader

Our electrical division applies the same care, expertise, and service you Scan f_OF
already rely on for heating: and we now also install air conditioning to Electrical
keep your home cool and comfortable.

Really happy with the Air Conditioning / Heat Pump installation by Premier Heating
Solutions. From quote to installation the process has been brilliant. Chris and the
team worked tirelessly over the last few days, going above and beyond to make
sure that every element was completed to the highest standard. Thanks again!
Google review, May 2026

Scan for
Air Con

® 01491671718 premierheatingsolutions.co.uk /,@& E

SECURE
ELECTRICAL “ —
LIMITED CONTRACTOR

Butleri/Proctor Ltd.
Building Contractors

|| New builds, extensions and alterations
. Project management and all associated trades

Callum Hodnett
07588 337730

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance -Inspection & Testing
Single & 3 Phase

The Old Forge Yard * Main Street = Checkendon ¢ Oxon

01491 682755
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Goring CE Primary — school trip adventures
Exploring the wonders of Kew Gardens

Year 5 pupils from Nightingale Class enjoyed an unforgettable
educational visit in June to Kew Gardens, where they explored the
beauty of the natural world while bringing their science learning to life.

The children began their adventure by walking along the impressive
Tree Top Walkway, taking in spectacular views across the gardens and
learning about the importance of trees in supporting wildlife and tackling ==
climate change. They also visited the Palm House, where they discovered (i
an incredible collection of tropical plants, before experiencing The Hive,
an immersive installation that highlights the vital role bees play in our
ecosystem. As they explored the gardens, the pupils encountered a wide
range of plants, flowers and habitats, inspiring curiosity and encouraging
them to think about biodiversity and conservation.

One of the highlights of the day was a hands-on workshop focusing
on pollinators. The children learned how bees transfer pollen between
flowers and the important role pollinators play in food production.
They identified the different parts of a flower using real plants before
becoming pollinators themselves by carefully transferring pollen with
small paintbrushes. Kew Gardens - Look through the bee hive

One Year 5 pupil said, ‘My favourite part was the Tree Top Walkway, I Photo : Mrs Mitchell
like how it moved and also being as tall as the trees.” Another pupil added, I really enjoyed looking for different species of
bees during the workshop — I didn’t know there were so many species.’

The visit was a memorable and enriching experience, leaving the children with a lasting deeper appreciation of the
natural world.

Robin and Ibis — ancient skills at
Wittenham Clumps

On Tuesday 30 June, children from Robin and Ibis Classes
(Years 2, 3 and 4) enjoyed an exciting trip to the Earth
Trust at Wittenham Clumps, where they took part in a
fascinating Ancient History Workshop. The adventure
began with a journey on a double-decker bus, which
brought smiles and excitement before the day had even
started!

Throughout the workshop, the children discovered what
life was like thousands of years ago through a range of
hands-on activities. One of the most popular challenges
was learning how to make fire using traditional methods.
One Year 3 pupil said, ‘I really enjoyed lighting the fires. I
was surprised how difficult it was, but we kept trying. We
used cotton wool to help make it. I had never made a fire
before!’

Other comments: ‘It was probably my favourite school
trip so far. I loved making fire and building the round
house.’ I really, really enjoyed building the round house
because it made me think about how people lived a long
time ago.” ‘It was fun and I loved the meadow sweeping.’
‘I really liked the mini-beast hunt where I caught a green
grasshopper!’

The trip was full of discovery, teamwork and outdoor
learning. From travelling on a double-decker bus to
making fire, building a round house and exploring the
meadows, the children experienced history and nature in a
memorable and exciting way. Everyone returned to school
with new knowledge about ancient history, wonderful
memories and lots of stories to tell. It was a fantastic day,
and we are very grateful to everyone who helped organise
the trip and supported the children throughout the day.

Bug hunting at the Earth Trust Photo : Mrs Parkinson
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HEARING CENTRE

Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised hearing care and solutions
Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax removal, custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and more
Website www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk Phone number: 01235 838515
Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk
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Goring filmmakers sparkle at Reading glitzy film awards

On Sunday 21 June, Evolve Film Festival welcomed over 220 people to Vue Cinema Reading, for a glitzy awards ceremony
to celebrate local young filmmakers. The event was the culmination of a series of free workshops that many of the young
participants had taken part in,. Formerly part of The GAP Festival, Evolve launched as a stand-alone event in 2025.

Goring resident, Juliet Asselin-Miller,
was winner of Best Film in the 12-15 age
category for her very funny animation, On
the Edge. Juliet also won Best Film in 2024
and this year received a fantastic prize,

a day inside a Dolby Atmos studio with a
professional sound engineer (courtesy of
Pip Studios) worth £2,000! Jed Beaumont
from Streatley, was also a winner in the
12-15 age category. Jed’s film, I'm Not
Fine, walked away with two awards, Best
Performance and Best Social Impact. Jed
received cash and filming kit. In the 16-19
age category Goring resident, Joy Cleverly,
won Best Story for To Love and to Cherish.
In the U12 age category, Amelie Friedmann
from Goring won Best Story for her debut
film, The Day Off. She received a goodie
bag from Shadowbox Studios Shinfield,

as well as filming kit. Maya Kino-Wylam,
also from Goring, won Best Director for her film, Project Valhalla. Maya received a day inside a Dolby Atmos studio with

a professional sound engineer (courtesy of Pip Studios) worth £2,000. It
was an incredible experience for the young finalists, to walk and dazzle
on the red carpet and watch their own films on the big screen with their
friends, families and teachers. Their films sounded and looked amazing in
the Cinemal!

Goring resident, Lexy Smith, parent of an U12 finalist, said: ‘My sister
regularly attends film festivals and she said the quality of these films
was way above the standard of many adult made films she’s seen.” All
finalists went home with at least festival merchandise and swag bags
kindly donated by Shadowbox Studios Shinfield. All finalist films also
received comprehensive judges’ feedback after the event to aid their
future filmmaking. Judges
came from across the film
and tv industries, as well as
youth judges like Max Varvill,
an 18-year-old filmmaker
from Berkshire, who said: ‘I
previously entered and won
an award and got invited
back to judge the U16 films in
2026. As someone who wants
to work in the film industry,

I found the experience really
interesting, working with a
panel of film professionals to
understand what they look
for when assessing. It was a
great opportunity.” To see all the winning films, go to Evolve Film Festival on
YouTube:

https://www.youtube.com/@EvolveFilmFestival

To be the first to know about our programme of events for 2027 join
the Evolve Film Festival newsletter, email ‘SUBSCRIBE’ to: support@
evolvefilmfestival.org or follow Evolve Film Festival on social media.

Gary McDonagh

Winner of the Best Film in the 12-15 age category Juliet Asselin-Miller

Jed Beaumont s film 1’'m Not Fine, won aw

ards

Amelia Friedmann, prizewinner in the Ul2
category
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Goring-on-Thames Parish Council

Battle Road - proposed Quiet Lane
Quiet Lanes are roads where motor traffic on minor roads
and lanes is restricted. Modal filters (for example bollards,
planters or gates) are used to make conditions safer and
more comfortable for people travelling on foot, by cycle
or on horseback, reducing through traffic while still
maintaining essential access for residents, landowners and
emergency services

Several Quiet Lanes already exist in Oxfordshire. The
new approach is an enhancement to existing Department
for Transport policy, going beyond signage-based lanes to
achieve the safest outcomes. There is substantial national
backing from organisations such as the British Horse
Society and the Campaign to Protect Rural England.

Goring Parish Council has proposed Battle Road
(beyond Elvendon Road) as a potential Quiet Lane and
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) have acknowledged
this. There is a £250,000 OCC capital allocation already
in place to support Quiet Lanes — Goring Parish Council
(GPC) would pay nothing towards the cost. GPC are
actively seeking your feedback on the proposal so after
reading below, please write to the Deputy Clerk with your
view: deputyclerk@goringparishcouncil.gov.uk

The steps to establish a Quiet Lane

GPC has started the process by voting to express an
interest in Battle Road being designated a Quiet Lane.
OCC will now assess the viability of the proposal
according to set criteria. This will involve the collection
and evaluation of additional data (for example traffic
flow/speed surveys). OCC will then draft an initial
proposal outlining the type of interventions that are
recommended. Following this GPC will organise a local
engagement exercise based on the initial OCC proposal

— with a focus on understanding local preferences,
concerns and needs. The results of the public engagement
will be used by OCC in drafting the formal proposal, with
a detailed list of interventions and plans as appropriate.

The formal plan will be presented at a public Delegated
Decisions meeting, where the Cabinet Member for
Transport Management decides to approve or reject the
scheme and agrees the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO)
implementation route. After implementation, OCC will
run a statutory public consultation choosing between an
experimental TRO for between six and 18 months, or a
permanent TRO.

Throughout the process, key data is collected at regular
intervals (including pre-implementation) to evaluate
effects according to set criteria, and to enable decisions
on whether measures either proposed or introduced on a
temporary basis are either made permanent or reversed.
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Help shape safer streets in Goring

Goring-on-Thames Parish Council is exploring a range of
pedestrian enhancements and traffic calming measures
to make our village safer, more accessible and more
enjoyable for everyone who walks, wheels or cycles.
Working with highway engineering consultants and
Oxfordshire County Council, we have identified five
potential projects that could make a real difference across
the village. While we would like to deliver them all,
funding and resources mean we must prioritise where to
start. That’s where we need your help!

Have your say on Goring’s next pedestrian safety

improvements
We want to know what residents think. Are we focusing
on the right projects? Which improvements would have
the greatest impact on your daily life? Which should be
delivered first? Please take a few minutes to review the
text and professional CGI representations of what the
projects would look like below and tell us your preferred
order of priority. Your feedback will help shape future
investment in pedestrian safety across Goring.

Three ways you can respond:

1.Vote directly here:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RHMBBHF

2. Access the link via our website: https://
goringparishcouncil.gov.uk/pedestrian-safety-
improvement-projects/

3. Directly email the Deputy Clerk at: deputyclerk@
goringparishcouncil.gov.uk

The five projects:

1. A build out at the Manor Road/High Street
junction

We are proposing a build out of the Rectory Gardens
entrance parquet brickwork to tighten the turn into Manor
Road. This would create more pedestrian space, reduce
parking on the corner whilst still allowing flexible access
to Manor Road from the High Street. It would reduce
the distance pedestrians would need to cross to reach
the High Street, and would look attractive as the current
brickwork pavement would be extended outwards.

Potentially this could create the space for another bench
and bike rack.

See the top of next column for an enlarged view of the build out.
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2.Improving the current courtesy crossing on
the High Street

We currently have a pedestrian courtesy crossing ,a traffic-
slowing hump, on the High Street, but we could make

it more visible. Painting the top red would indicate the
change of surface and the need for vehicles to slow down.
Cobbles on the sides of the raised table would further
slow traffic , whilst enhancing the rural aspects of the
village.

3. A traffic priority filter and a pedestrian
priority lane on Reading Road

The footpath from the end of Farm Lane path has steps
down to a dangerous section of the Reading Road. At
this point there is nowhere safe for pedestrians to go. A
single modal filter on Reading Road would slow traffic
and highlight the need to consider other road users on
this fast stretch of road. A pedestrian priority lane could
be painted as has been successfully trialled on Station
Road. The filter would be similar to the traffic calming
filter on the A329 as you leave Streatley heading towards
Moulsford.

July 2026

4. A courtesy crossing at the Boathouse Arcade
We want to make the area in the village closest to the
river safer for pedestrians. A courtesy pedestrian crossing
at the Boathouse Arcade would link with the dropped
kerb and steps on the bank opposite and allow safer
crossing for all. Many people struggle with the uneven
path towards Thames Road. The goal would also be to
possibly reduce the number of unrestricted parking spaces
outside the arcade, replacing them with disabled spaces
and/or on road bike parking.

5. A new courtesy crossing on the Upper High
Street

We know that many people struggle crossing the High
Street closer to the bridge, especially those heading to the
surgery. The road can be challenging here for walkers,
especially as the pavement runs out. A raised table here
would ensure safer pedestrian access to our key health
provider in the village.

Do you agree with our priorities?

Please review the projects and let us know what you
think. Every response helps us understand what matters
most to residents and will help inform future decisions on
pedestrian safety improvements in Goring. Thank you for
taking part.
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GAP Festival 2026: thc

Festival picnic at the concert finale Photo: David Gristwood

The GAP Festival brought ten unforgettable days of creativity, curiosity and community
spirit to Goring and Streatley from 12-21 June, with this year’s Journey of Discovery theme
inspiring a vibrant programme enjoyed in glorious summer weather. More than 3,300 tickets
were booked across the Festival’s 70+ events, with hundreds more joining the many free activities that filled the villages
with colour, conversation and creativity.

Audiences embraced an impressively diverse programme spanning music, theatre, science, literature, art, wellbeing
and family activities. Highlights included the sell-out three-night run of Opera at Streatley Farmhouse, the hugely popular
Wonders of the Natural World Family Day (which welcomed around 600 visitors for a packed day of wildlife, science and
hands-on discovery) and the much-loved return of Open Gardens.

Artistic Director, Ginny Avery, serving

@ Tj_‘ent_jing books, genre
highlights, & hidden gem

Gﬂ Affordable reads &
Sustainable choices &2 S g

Be part of 5

~ gives bog

Storytime ,with Ginny Avery, at Family Fun Day

Photo: Julia Jones Family Day Science Live Photo: Raci
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yusands enjoy a ten-day Journey of Discovery

iy

David Caswell Photo: David Gristwood

Daily wellbeing sessions, art workshops, concerts, talks, plays and exhibitions
\| ensured there was something for everyone, from quiet moments of reflection to lively
g’Q communal celebrations.

2 The atmosphere throughout the festival was one of joy and togetherness. As one
attendee put it: ‘There was such a fun atmosphere in the village during the Festival
(doubtless the weather helped!) and the events I attended were super. All the
volunteers were so friendly and enthusiastic.” Another added: ‘The Festival is a wonderful event with an impressive
range of activities.” These reflections capture the spirit that has made the GAP Festival such a cherished part of the
local calendar.

Behind the scenes, the Festival was powered by an extraordinary team
of volunteers. In the months leading up to June, more than 40 committee
members and volunteers dedicated countless hours to planning events,
coordinating marketing, managing ticketing, updating the website and
organising the many logistical details required for a festival of this scale.
During the ten days themselves, a further 50 volunteers kept everything
running smoothly; stewarding events, supporting workshop leaders,
setting up venues, running bars, operating sound and lighting, and
capturing the Festival in photos and video. Their commitment ensured
the programme flowed seamlessly from the opening event to the closing
performance.

Outgoing Artistic Director, Ginny Avery, reflected on her final festival
in the role: ‘It’s been a privilege to serve as Artistic Director since 2020,
and I couldn’t be prouder that my final festival celebrated everything the
GAP Festival stands for — creativity, curiosity and community.” As Ginny
steps down, the Festival is now seeking a new Artistic Director to help
shape the 2028 programme. If you have a passion for arts, culture and
community and would like to take on his role for our next Festival please
do get in touch at help@gapfestival.org

The GAP Festival extends heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed:
volunteers, sponsors, performers, hosts, supporters and audiences. Your
enthusiasm and generosity make this remarkable celebration possible.

Watch our wrap up video and share your feedback for a chance to win
two tickets for 2028 at www.thegapfestival.org

the scones Photo.' Ron Bridle

Katie Gristwood

hel Smith Enid Blyton Secret Life  Photo: D Gristwood
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Outstanding opera brings the comedy and heartbreak of La Bohéme to Streatley

I have often driven past Streatley
Farmhouse, but had never guessed that
behind it lies such a delightful backdrop for
an evening of opera. Its gardens provide the
perfect spot for a pre-performance picnic,
making the occasion feel like a hidden gem.
What a privilege to have a company of GAP
Festival Opera’s quality on our doorstep and
this year’s production showed what can be
achieved in such an intimate and tranquil
setting.

For one weekend in June, the opera barn
was transformed into the streets and garrets
of 19 century Paris as GAP Festival Opera
presented Puccini’s La Bohéme. It proved
to be an evening of warmth, humour and
poignancy, showing that outstanding opera
does not depend on a large theatre or full
symphony orchestra.

My first impression was of a performance
that made imaginative use of its
surroundings. Set and Costume Designer
Ilka Weiss and the team created a convincing artist’s garret, drawing the audience into the world of the young Bohemians.
Bruce Williams’s atmospheric lighting enhanced the mood, making the most of the space and subtly supporting the drama.
Stagehands in appropriate costume transformed the set when required.

Martin Lamb’s English translation deserves particular praise. Translating an opera as familiar as La Bohéme is no easy
task, yet his text remained faithful to the characters and Puccini’s intentions while sounding fresh, natural and drawing out
the wit of the original libretto.

Musically, the production was in safe hands, and it was a treat to watch the instrumentalists alongside the stage. Musical
Director Katrine Reimers directed from the keyboard, leading Alison Holford’s sensitive arrangement for six musicians.

The reduced forces retained the richness and emotional sweep of Puccini’s score, while suiting the barn’s acoustics. The
ensemble provided colour and depth without overwhelming the singers.

The cast embraced both the comedy and heartbreak of the opera. Stephanie Bodsworth was a touching Mimi, Anthony
Flaum’s Rodolfo combined youthful ardour with genuine warmth, Matthew Siveter was an engaging Marcello, Katherine
Manley brought sparkle to Musetta, Nicholas Morris made an energetic Schaunard, Martin Lamb played both Alcindoro
and Benoit with perfect comic timing and William Stevens’s thoughtful Colline provided one of the evening’s most moving
moments.

Altogether it was an evening that was artistically ambitious and wonderfully welcoming. GAP Festival Opera’s return in
2028 will be eagerly anticipated and judging by this year’s enthusiastic audiences, early booking is likely to be essential.

Karen Braden

Photo: David Gristwood

A whizz-pop-bang family day of magical experiences
Another great year for the festival’s Family Day, Wonders of the Natural World, curated
by Chris Jones and attended by almost everyone in Goring and Streatley with young
children!

Joey (6) kicked off the day at ‘Discover Robotics & Coding’, building a moving bug
through the magic of Lego and an iPad. Meanwhile Cassie (2) and I set up camp at the
main stage for a fascinating talk by photographer Simon Booker on owls, kingfishers and
his favourite local creature, the otter. One young audience member was quick to answer
every question...turns out he’d been to a previous Simon Booker talk!

The photography competition slideshow was a biased personal highlight as Joey won
the overall prize! He jumped for joy when he found out and got to pose for pictures with
Simon, who we bumped into later that day whilst looking at the exhibition.

Dr Jacob Gardner from University of Reading told us we’ve had dinosaurs all wrong
and that the humble chicken is in fact a direct descendant! He fielded a tough Q&A from
various 6 and 7-year-olds grilling him on the exact discovery dates of a range of exotic
sounding dinosaurs, before finally being allowed to leave the stage. Beale Park explored
the challenges wildlife face and The Living Rainforest shared how many of the foods we
love begin life in rainforests.

Photo right, Joey meets the snakes Photo: Anna Povey
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Sadly, we missed the space talks: Dr James O’Donoghue on the
Artemis moon programme, David Gomes Otero’s from the European
Space Agency’s interactive mission-to-the-moon session and Paul
Fisher’s talk on satellites and climate. That last one was my husband’s
favourite, high praise, given he was MCing the stage and saw every talk
from the front row!

Elsewhere, we painted pebbles at the arts and craft tent, chose books
thanks to Awesome Books at the story corner (where a friend’s dad told
a cracking tale about a lost robin) and much to my dismay Joey became
obsessed with the live snakes in the nature tent. See photo for his
delight at being wrapped in one! Thank goodness we’d already caught
the Science Live! Show at midday, or he’d have missed it entirely to
touch just one more snake...

Ted Hill from The Royal Institution delivered a solid 45 minutes of
laughter and entertainment as he set bubbles on fire, created hydrogen
with items from under the kitchen sink (!), redefined the acceptable size
of an orange, squirted ‘toilet water’ over the crowd, and finished with
a rocket launch overhead. A proper whizz-pop-bang experience, with a
host who told us not to try this at home whilst absolutely inspiring us to
do so!

We only scratched the surface of another brilliant family day - already
looking forward to 2028. A gigantic thank you to everyone who made
it happen. We're so lucky to live in a village where people give up their
free time to create such magic for our children!

The GAP Festival Family Day was kindly supported by SODC
Councillor Community Grant Scheme, The Arts Society Goring and
artist Sarah Pye.

Anna Povey and family

The buzz of creativity in a plethora of art
workshops

Being part of GAP Festival 2026 as Arts Coordinator has been a truly
rewarding experience. My role involved bringing together a series of Wonders of the natural world

creative workshops, working with a fantastic group of local artists to offer Photo: Charles Smith
something for everyone. In total, we ran nine workshops, including screen

printing, acrylic painting, willow weaving, collage, and pen and wash. It was a real joy to see such a variety of artistic skills
and styles shared so generously. Across the nine events, we welcomed nearly 100 participants, which was fantastic to see.

Behind the scenes, I worked closely with the Festival team on venues, marketing and ticketing, which really highlighted
how much coordination goes into making an event like this happen. During the festival itself, I managed six of the sessions,
with two other wonderful volunteers
supporting the remaining workshops.
Having that support made all the difference
and created a welcoming, friendly
atmosphere for everyone attending.

What stood out most was the feedback
from participants. People really valued the
opportunity to try something new, often
stepping outside their comfort zone, while
also meeting local artists and connecting
with others in the community. There was a
real buzz in each session, whether someone
was picking up a paintbrush for the first
time or refining an existing skill.

For me, being part of a festival like this
brings home how important community
events are. They create space for people
to come together, learn from each other
and enjoy something a little different from
everyday life. I feel very grateful to have
played a part.

=) b -

Sarah White  Pen and wash workshop. Photo: Peter Willison
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OUTDOOR CINEMA AT BAS

WWWSECRETADVENTURES.RG 5" SEFTEMBER | 7- 10PM BSUPR: | THE

LIFE

Enjoy the river with us!

Based at The Swan at Streatley

o Paddle Board Hire SUP Events Group & Private Lessons

ADVENTURE FILMS NEAR GORING, FOOD & DRINKS 3 B 5 SUP Wellbeing & Yoga Gift Vouchers ~ Corporate Groups & Parties

W Trustpilot

PILATES, WELLNESS &
COMMUNITY
Julv/August 6 Weeks
Shoulder Rehab
Book online or
Email for info

Vanessa Mansergh m.07906 186912

APPI Clinical Pilates & Cancer Rehab Instructor
vanessa@threepillarsofhealth.co.uk

vVETs T €&

P
ExquisiTE BATHROOMS

@& www.larkmead.co.uk
A bespoke service, specialising in all aspects of
bathroom installation, giving you the reassurance
of attention to every detail and a superb quality finish.

07360277998

. CARING FOR PETS ; « R
An exquisite bathroom. Didcot
¥ AN & FARM ANIMALS » Great Western Park
ACROSS SOUTH /J * ’

Cholsey*

Benson

Sutton Courtenay
Wantage (coming soon)

OXFORDSHIRE
07905 531879 & BEYOND

gavin@imakebathrooms.co.uk

*with hospital facilities

Dental Surgery
L
S m I | e “amazing service and cave
frow start to finish ?

Show off por |
with straighter teeth! Q@

Enhance your appearance, ask us about Invisalign® clear braces.

.
Email reception@boathousedental.co.uk Call 01491 872394 to book a consultation
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Curiosity and fresh perspectives from our young photographers

As a wildlife photographer, I spend much of my time waiting for those fleeting moments when nature reveals something
unexpected. At this year’s GAP Festival Family Day, I had the privilege of seeing those moments captured not by seasoned
professionals, but by young photographers whose instinctive curiosity and fresh perspectives were genuinely inspiring.

The Children’s Nature Photography Competition invited entrants to explore The Wonders of the Natural World, and it was
clear from the very first submissions that they had embraced the theme wholeheartedly. What impressed me most was not
just the technical ability on display, but the way each child approached the world with openness and patience. Judging the
competition was far from easy. Every shortlisted photograph had something unique to offer; a story, a moment, a feeling.

In the Little Explorers category, Joey Povey’s winning image, Get Me Out of Here, captured a lively cluster of ducklings
clambering out of the water. The timing was perfect, freezing a burst of movement and character that made us all smile.

In the Wild Wonders category, Zalika Nsamba’s photograph, Community Gardening, offered a beautifully observed close-
up. Her attention to texture and subtle colour transformed an everyday natural detail into something quietly striking.

For the older age group, Nature Through My Lens, Gabriel Eapen’s The Pollen Journey stood out for its remarkable timing.
He managed to capture a bee mid-flight as it approached a flower. This is a moment that even experienced photographers
can spend hours trying to achieve.

Selecting an overall Young Photographer of the Year was a challenge, but Joey’s image had a charm and sense of
storytelling that resonated across all age groups.

It was a joy to see so many young people engaging with nature through a lens and I'm very much looking forward to
welcoming the winners to a photography workshop at Withymead Nature Reserve. If these entries are anything to go by,
the next generation of wildlife photographers is already well on its way.

See photos on P39 and P44.

Simon Booker

Wellbeing achieved in many ways

This was my first year of organising the Wellbeing Events for The GAP
Festival and I have thoroughly enjoyed it! Planning and creating the 5
Wellbeing programme was right up my street and I hope all who attended
will agree that this year was more varied and diverse than ever. It’s hard
to capture everyone’s needs and wishes in just ten days, alongside all the
other wonderful events the Festival had to offer, but I think we pulled it
off!

For me, the most exciting part was engaging with other practitioners,
12 in total. Connecting and being part of helping to share their craft was
really inspiring. In fact, we had to turn practitioners down in the end
— but they are on the list for 2028! For the events I managed to attend
or support, it was lovely to watch people from Goring and Streatley and
many surrounding villages and towns try something new, connect with
other attendees and relax.

This year I wanted to think ‘outside the box’ a bit and expand what
Wellbeing meant to people and I saw clearly from the ticket sales that this worked. We ran 18 events, two of which were
oversubscribed so we had to add another session. These were Tai Chi and Fermentation. New this year were Sing For Fun,
Qi Gong, Nordic Walking, Chair Based Movement and Nav Trail Running. We didn’t forget the old-time favourites from
recent festivals: Progress Bootcamp, LK Pilates, SUP Life, Andy Taylor Meditation and Joyful Swim Coaching. The Festival
organisers, especially myself, are so grateful to everyone who volunteers their precious time for free to make this Festival
very special.

So, after managing 12 wellbeing practitioners, 18 events and over 200 punters’ admin, I am ready for a break before we
begin planning 2028! Emma Horwill

Yoga Photo: David Gristwood
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Pickle with Purpose

The Old Vicarage, Moulsford is offering free
membership of its pickleball club to local people
who are willing to spend a little time getting to
know and support its residents.
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Top Up Fee Funding.
We have teamed up wtih a charity to help pay top up fees. Subject to eligability.
Please contact Charlie to find out more about either initative:

cvi@hanninghomes.com or call 01491 651429 to find out more.

EixTE
hanninghomes.com 'ﬂa HANNING HOMES

A.THOMPSON

tradicional builders
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Traditional values - Modern standards - Exceptional results - Trusted
A family-run company built on trust, henesty, and integrity. We combine traditional
craftsmanship with modern techniques to deliver exceptional results — from period extensions
and conversions to bespoke new builds. With a strong reputation for quality and reliability,
we complete every project efficiently, on time, and within budget.
Hungerford - Berkshire - Oxfordshire

Visit www.athompsonbuilders.co.uk or call 07909 902 435

Anthony O'Donnell

Restorer Of Fine Furniture
=)

jackie.brookes@btinternet.com
07748680489

A wealth of expertise
on your doorstep

We provide an experienced wealth management service and
offer independent advice in a wide range of areas including:

* Auto-Enrolment
* Long Term Care Planning
 Tax Efficient Savings

For further details contact Michael Franklin on:

Tel: 01491 871 033

1 Colebrook House, High Street, Goring, Oxon, RG8 9AR
Email: michael franklin@aspect8.co.uk

Website: www.aspect8.co.uk

Aspect8 Ltd is an appointed representative of Best Practice IFA
Group Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority.

The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate tax advice.

Independent, family-run funeral

directors serving Goring and
Streatley since 1826.

Honouring Every Life

0118 304 0068 | abwalker.co.uk  Excellent ¥ Trustpilot
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Cathedral history brought to life

Although I have lived in this area for many years, this event was my first visit to the Festival and I could not have chosen
a better occasion. The talk by Dr Jonathan Foyle, the distinguished BBC broadcaster and architectural historian, was very
well attended. His warm presentation style, including light-hearted moments, really held everyone’s attention as he told
the story of the intricate history of Canterbury Cathedral.

Dr Foyle structured his talk around three figures whose lives intersected with the cathedral in striking ways: Thomas
Becket, whose martyrdom transformed it into a place of pilgrimage; King Henry IV, who sought the legitimacy of
coronation within its walls; and Cardinal John Morton, a Tudor statesman whose influence helped shape both church and
kingdom and is someone I knew little about. Through their stories, the cathedral’s history really came to life.

I was particularly pleased by Dr Foyle’s reference to the cathedral’s connection with Goring’s own St Thomas of
Canterbury Church — a reminder that even our small corner of Oxfordshire shares in the wider sweep of English history. It
was very fitting that we could hear the church bells ringing as we listened to the presentation.

This was an illuminating and memorable evening and one I am very glad not to have missed.

Jean Salter

A joyful celebration of creativity, confidence and connection

One of the most exciting additions to this year’s Goring Gap Festival was the inaugural Discover; Create, Perform (DCP)
day: a vibrant programme of 12 free workshops across eight venues in Goring and Streatley, culminating in an uplifting
afternoon showcase at Goring Fire Station. : ‘

From the outset, the ambition was
simple but bold: to create an opportunity
for people aged two to 100 to discover
new skills, unleash their creativity and
experience the joy of performing, regardless
of previous experience. Thanks to the
support of talented professional artists and
facilitators, that vision became a reality.

Throughout the day, participants explored
an extraordinary range of activities.
Workshops included percussion, ukulele,
craft and mime for young children, street
dance, family poetry, a family physics
singalong supported by the Institute of
Physics and two separate magic workshops,
held across venues including Goring Village
Hall, the Morrell Rooms, Storton Lodge
and the Canterbury Room at St Thomas’
Church.

The enthusiasm was infectious. The
magic workshops proved especially popular,
selling out so quickly that an additional
session had to be added. Across every
venue there was laughter, concentration,
creativity and a wonderful willingness to DCP (Discover, Create, Perform) finale Photo Paul Ross
try something new.

One participant described DCP as ‘a wonderful idea’, adding that the workshop leaders were ‘absurdly talented and
engaging’. Reflecting on the experience, they wrote: ‘I really felt that anyone who wasn’t there had no idea how much they
were missing out! Fun, unique experiences we felt lucky to have been offered (and locally and for free!). Lasting memories
and inspiration.’

The evening Discover, Create, Perform Showcase at Goring Fire Station perfectly captured the spirit of the day. The
audience gathered with picnics on the grass to enjoy a wonderfully relaxed summer evening of creativity and community
spirit. It was an energetic programme of dance, music, singing and poetry, including standout performances from the street
dance crew, the Hendred Ukuleles and the family singing group.

What made DCP so special was not just the talent on display, but the sense of community it created. It was a joyful
celebration of creativity, confidence and connection, and a wonderful example of what can happen when people come
together to discover, create and perform.

With thanks to Goring Parish Council, The Arts Society Goring, SODC Performing Arts and Everyone Active grants for
supporting this day so it could be free for all.

Katie Barrett
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Inspiring People To Have
Greater Adventures

NOT JUST
TRAVEL

* Expert Advice
* No Call Centre Queues

* More Choice Than Online

e Beach, City, Cruise, Ski and Incredible Journeys

@ alexharding.notjusttravel.com . 01491733030 or 07500 785254 B4 alex.harding@notjusttravel.com

ADVANCED PEST CONTROL o dipin:’ -TrI:e:-ava
SERVICE po sanr enapilitation dassage

Established 1970
HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS

Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, wasps

leremy Waite MSMA, MISRM
07827 926123

and all other insects www.sports-solutions.net
DEALT WITH PROMPTLY

Call Lee Carrington

leremy@sports-solutions.net

Based in Gatehampton Road, Goring.
Tel: 01491 835610
Mobile: 07970 010214

® ASNEW

DESIGN

Our Services include:
- Antique and modern re-upholstery Did you know we also make
- Made to Measure curtains and blinds new furniture and have our
- Interior advisory consultations very own furniture range?
- Spring repairs and restoration For more information please
- New cushion interiors visit our website.
- New Headboards and Ottomans
- Loose covers
“OXFORDSHIRES LEADING RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS” Asnew Upholstery Ltd, Unit 17, Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1RL

01235 522 770 | info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk | www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk
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LIVES REMEMBERED
Rosamund French  29.4.1931 - 20.5.2026

Ros French, who has died at the age of 95, lived in Goring for 63 years and was one of the last
generations in the village to be moulded by World War II.

Stephanie Rosamund ‘Ros’ French was born in Aldershot in 1931. She was soon moved to join
her parents in India and then Burma, where her father was a Lieutenant-colonel in the family
regiment, the 6™ Gurkha Rifles, which was by then starting to move onto a war footing.

Her parents were notable, and shared a bungalow with General Slim and his wife. Slim went
on to command the allied forces in Burma and beat the Japanese in their own art of jungle
warfare. Japan’s defeat in Burma, preventing the invasion of India, established Slim as one
of the most talented generals of the War. The Gurkhas would fight a crucial role during the
campaign.

Ros arrived into the world of the Raj and its large dinner parties in the era before television. It was a time when telling
humorous stories and recounting anecdotes was the social currency of the day. Much of this rubbed off onto Ros and she
remained an enthusiastic raconteur throughout her life.

Even on her final day this May, when she was being taken to the Royal Berkshire Hospital in Reading, she recounted a
story to the ambulance crew of how, as a six-year old, she was brushing her hair one morning in Rangoon, when a cobra
appeared from under her dressing table and flared its hood. Her father, on hearing a shriek, walked into her room, calmly
drew his revolver and shot the snake’s head off.

As war broke out Ros went live with her grandparents at Lytham St Annes in Lancashire. She was sent to board at the
Royal School in Bath, but its buildings soon became requisitioned by the military. Not sure what to do with the children, it
was decided to move the school to the large stately home of Longleat, in Wiltshire, where Ros was fortunate to spend most
of the war. She recalled her dormitory as being around 20 feet high with an ornate gilded ceiling. Staring at it every night,
she developed a life-long passion for historical buildings and their artefacts.

After the war, Rosamund trained as a State Registered Nurse at St Bart’s hospital in London, where she volunteered to
specialise in the burns unit. At that time, it was pioneering facial reconstruction for badly burned pilots from the war, a
precursor to the world of cosmetic surgery.

During this time she met her husband Ted who had served in the Fleet Air Arm, flying combat missions off carriers
in aircraft such as the Fairy Swordfish and Supermarine Walrus. Ted, who was from a modest background, quickly
distinguished himself in being one of the few able to understand the new radar systems. After the war he gained a
scholarship to study Natural Sciences at Queen’s College, Cambridge University.

Meanwhile in London Ros had joined the English-Speaking Union, a cultural club, and signed up for a one-day tour
of Cambridge University where she ran into Ted. A childhood friend of Ros had married a successful architect who, as a
wedding gift, gave them the design to a modern house.

Seeking a suitable plot of land, they explored villages on the commuter line to London, which brought them to Goring.
The modern white house, Mulberry Cottage, Manor Road, was completed in 1963. It was where Ros brought up her three
children and lived to her end. One of her greatest passions was the luxuriant garden she created and tended daily. She also
joined the local flower arranging society making large pedestal arrangements for churches.

In her mid-life Ros suffered tragedy when her husband Ted died suddenly of cardiac arrest aged just 62, when they were
looking forward to retirement. Later her eldest daughter Felicity succumbed to liver cirrhosis at the age of 44.

To commemorate her husband, the Chairman of the Local History Society, her son acquired, with some difficulty, a rare
sarsen stone of the type found at Stonehenge. The distinctive two-ton glacial rock was deposited at the end of the house’s
drive and named ‘Old Ted’ where it remains today surrounded by plants and flowers. It is something of a landmark and is
often pointed out by walking guides.

After her husband’s death, and given that her children had grown up, Ros decided to take a job as a sales assistant in the
Harrods lingerie department. This gave her back a taste of London life and her great joy of meeting and talking to people.
She served numerous celebrities and notables, including Lady Diana. Even into her late 60s, Ros would often walk across
Hyde Park to Paddington station after work, some two and a half miles, having spent all day on her feet.

Ros later took a job as duty concierge at the Thames Bank retirement property in Goring, where she worked well into her
80s. She joked that she was older than many of the people she was on-hand to help.

Ros was always busy. She was an enthusiastic member of the photography society and particularly adored her black
poodles, of which she had three. For the last 15 years of her life, her daughter Fiona moved in to the family home. Until
the end, Ros was able to make her own way up the stairs to her bedroom, and down for breakfast early in the morning
where she could admire her garden.

Another great love was opera and particularly the works of Verdi. Ros had specified that Libiamo from La Traviata be
played at her funeral service (which was sung by Goring soprano Stephanie Bodsworth) and that she be taken to White
Hill, to be buried with her husband, in a cart pulled by black Dutch Friesian horses with purple plumes. A sight not seen in
the village for some years. She is survived by her daughter Fiona and son Martin.
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now Goring & Streatley’s only LOCAL Printer

5 mins drive from the Village Centre, Free parking,
Free tea & coffee... New Customers always welcome

Copying - Printing - Binding - Laminating - Booklets
Brochures - Leaflets - Orders of Service - Pads - Xmas Cards
Event Support: Banners, Correx Boards, Flyers, Programmes
High Speed Digital Printing - Variable Data - PVC ID Cards

>Design >Print >Fulfilment >Bulk Mailing

01491 871555 (Sue [ Tony) alsovereign.co.uk

Heating system
installation and
upgrades

Gas and Qil Boiler
servicing and repairs

All general
plumbing services

AllianceCFM

Commercial and Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Harry Denison
0118 230 1268

www.alliancecfm.co.uk

X JACIC’S WESTHOLME STORES
LUrpose \
e = | WE ARE OPEN TILL 9.00 P.M
\ (SUNDAYS TILL8.00 P.M)

LLINGFORD ROAD, READING.

RGE 0BG
01491872619

Get ready for the ultimate summer vibes with our
amazing selection of:

¢ Delicious Ice Cream

e Fresh BBQ Favourites

e Cool Drinks

e Variety of Beers & Spirits

++NOW ACCEPTING PRE-ORDERS FOR ICE
BAGS!
Perfect for parties, BBQs, beach days,
and summer events.

FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE. ...

WESTHOLME STORE AKA JACKS...

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSE US WE TRULY APPRECIATE
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT....

THAMES

+ Building Solutions «

¥ Extensions
¥ Alterations
¥ Refurbishment

v Patios The complete
¥ Brickwork bu"ding Sel'V'CE

V¥ Carpentry
¥ Floor & wall finishes

Tel: 01491 680 389 / 0776 8470 198

Bespoke Picture Framing, Local Art, unusual jewellery,

Ceramics & Wood Turning in the heart of Goring on
Thames

Tel: 01491 902122

2 The Arcade, High Street, RG8 9AY
dee@reedsartandframing.co.uk
www.reedsartandframing.co.uk

The Morrell Room
A beautiful
wood panelled hall

Seats up to 100 ~ Free WiFi
Excellent kitchen facilities
Ideal for social
and business functions

Church Lane, Streatley
info@morrellroom.org
01491 873855
www.morrellroom.org

'K

Pl LATES

Group and private Pilates classes.

Beginner, mixed ability and Pilates for the Older

Person, in Goring and Woodcote, email
lindseykentpilates@gmail.com or go to

www.lk-pilates.net
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LIVES REMEMBERED continued I
Michael Philip Ward  25.6.1960 — 13.5.2026

Mike was born on 25 June 1960 and became the adopted son of Stan and Dorothy Ward, both
of whom played a prominent role in village life in Goring and Streatley. He went to Goring C

of E Primary School and from there in 1971 to Langtree School, Woodcote. 13+ selection then
sent him to Henley Grammar. During his last (sixth form) year it became King James’ College of
Henley.

Education continued at the University of Bath in Management Accounting. As a part of this
course, he did a six month placement at Nordic Bank. Mike returned to Goring and worked for
a number of years in various roles at International Computers Ltd (ICL). For the next four years
he held various finance positions at Yellow Pages in Reading where he also did a stint as Finance [
Manager in 1999/2000. = 7a4

January 1993 to December 1994 brought the beginning of Mike’s international career when he went with Voluntary
Service Overseas (VSO) as Financial Consultant to the City Council of Freetown, Sierra Leone. He described this time as
traumatic, followed by a few less traumatic months with the Council of Churches in Freetown. In the mid to late 1990s,
Mike worked for both Oxfam and Christian Aid as an overseas accountant.

The beginning of the millennium saw Mike in Pristina with UNMIK, the UN Mission promoting peace, security, stability,
and respect for human rights in Kosovo. In 2004 he was back in West Africa for nearly a year with the UN Mission in
Liberia. For the next three years he was Emergency Finance Manager, again with Christian Aid, which took him on frequent
visits to Sri Lanka, India and Indonesia reporting on tsunami relief funds.

The following years involved work with Baptist Missionary Society World Mission in Didcot, Donor Reporting Accountant
at International Planned Parenthood Federation in London then CAFOD, a return to Oxfam and Save the Children START
Network.

Come 2016, following the death of his parents, Mike decided to devote his energies to something that would have been
close to their hearts and set up Going Forward (For-Ward) Buses, a service that has been invaluable to local residents. For
this vital involvement in the local community, Mike was awarded the Freedom of Goring a couple of years ago. In June
2018, Mike took on the responsibility of Assistant Parish Clerk for Goring-On-Thames Parish Council — a role he undertook
with diligence and huge dedication to the village he loved.

If this all sounds like work, Mike had a great love for trains, spending many a happy hour riding them in different parts
of the country. He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of routes and timetables. He was always the man to go to, to find the
best route for the best price! He also reproduced this love in miniature with an ever-growing collection of model railway
sets alongside a great collection of railway memorabilia.

Mike had an eclectic taste in music, ranging from David Bowie, T-Rex and M to all things Eurovision, hosting
Eurovision gatherings in his flat and singing along to little known and long forgotten hits. Another love in Mike’s life was
Thunderbirds and all things Gerry Anderson, where on Stingray, Anything can happen in the next half hour!

Mike found great friendship and fellowship with his spiritual family in Goring Free Church, having become a Christian
while at university. He served the Church in various capacities over the many years he was a member.

There were cousins through his adopted parents, whom he visited from time to time. Also, he acquired many friends
locally and internationally. Always generous, he personally supported many individuals in need, financially abroad and
with the use of his flat in Elvendon Road. Mike was also known to have an amazing, often anarchic and sometimes sharply
sarcastic sense of humour.

Seven years ago, Mike established contact with his birth family and was delighted to discover that he had a half-sister
and two half-brothers, one of whom lived in Italy. They began to get to know each other, meeting quite often, including
spending time in Italy, and realising they shared many attributes and characteristics that they all inherited from their
mother, whom Mike was also able to meet, bringing a hugely moving moment for them both.

The many tributes that have flooded in from family and friends locally, nationally and all over the world are a testament
to Mike’s kindness, warmth and love of people.

They, along with all of us who knew him, will miss his quirky sense of humour, generosity and huge love of life.
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ALL EVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS, WAKES, GARDEN
PARTIES, BUSINESS LUNCHES &
PIG ROASTS
Moulsford 01235 850342
SHEILA 07743368373
FB Creativecateringblewbury
www.creative-caterer.co.uk

BARBARA'’S ANTIQUES
& BRIC-A-BRAC SHOP

Established for 45 years
The ideal place to come for that quirky gift.

House clearances our speciality

We also buy all kinds of quality items
including small furniture, bric-a-brac and jewellery.
Downsizing, moving or simply wishing to declutter?
Tel: 01491 873032

Open Mon-5at 11am-4.30pm
Wheel Orchard Car Park, Goring RG8 9GB

See us on Facebook and Instagram

Expert advice, beautiful spacesza_ |

Visit the Showroom =
35 Wallingford Rd, Goring, RG8 OHL
01491377272 | studio@thebathroom.studio

Computer Problems?
PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

01491 680036 or 07961 476664
mail@influentialcomputers.com
www.InfluentialComputers.com
Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey

Influential Computers Ltd - A Family Run Business Since 1984

Servicing Diagnostics

* K ok k b g i

MOT’s A/C Re-gas

Re* ";*irs (RIMA &
;S R1234YF)

EEE 2

FREE safety

Tyres &

trackin
& check over

dokkkk

Exhaust

systems
y ... And much

Welding more!

14391 B52911

UNIT 3 WESTFIELDO FARM, WESTFIELD RORD,
CHOLSEY, OX18 8SLS

GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY

Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

All Makes of Cars & Small Vans Serviced and
Repaired, Painted & MOT-Tested.
Including JAGUAR Cars.

Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
Email tscars@live.co.uk
Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk
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SPORT Jonny Russell 07825 552009 ggnsports@gmail.com I
Goring Robins — Season Review 2025/26

The new season got underway in September with Goring Robins proudly fielding 36 boys’ and girls’ teams, alongside our
ever-popular Under 6s, continuing to provide football opportunities for children of all ages and abilities within the local
community. T e oA

This season also marked an exciting
milestone as Goring Robins returned
to using Gardiner Recreation Ground
for the first time in many years. It was
fantastic to see football being played
there once again and to have another
valuable facility available for our
growing club.

As everyone knows, the winter was
exceptionally wet, resulting in a very
stop-start season. Despite the challenging
weather, our pitches held up remarkably
well considering the conditions, allowing
as many fixtures as possible to be played
and ensuring our players could continue
enjoying their football.

There was plenty to celebrate on the '
pitch, with multiple teams enjoying U16 Girls with their league winners trophy
successful seasons. One of the standout
achievements came from our Under 16 Girls, who were crowned league champions after completing the entire campaign
unbeaten — a fantastic achievement and a testament to the players’ hard work, commitment and teamwork.

We rounded off another successful year with our annual End of Season Presentation Day at Sheepcot. For the second
successive year, the weather unfortunately didn’t play ball, but in true British fashion everyone kept calm and carried
on, making it another enjoyable occasion to celebrate the
achievements of all our players, coaches and volunteers.

As with every season, we also said goodbye to teams
reaching the end of their Goring Robins journey. This year we
bid farewell to our Under 18 Boys and Under 18 Girls. We
thank every player for :
proudly wearing the
Robins badge over the
years and wish them
every success as they
move into adult football.

A special mention
must go to Graham
Lunt and Jane Symes,

. ; = who have coached and
U12 Blacks receiving their seasons trophies supported the Under

18 Girls since they first
came together as an Under 7s team. Their dedication, commitment and countless
hours of volunteering over more than a decade have played a huge part in the
development of the players both on and off the pitch, and the club is incredibly
grateful for everything they have done.

Finally, the club would like to thank Warmingham, Goring Parish Council and
The Oratory School for their continued support throughout the season. We are also
grateful to all of our volunteers, coaches, referees, parents, sponsors and supporters
whose ongoing commitment makes Goring Robins such a thriving community club.

We now look forward to another exciting season ahead and wish everyone an
enjoyable summer before football returns in September.

Graham Lunt and Jane Symes with
chairman Matt Trimmings on the
presentation day

Matt Trimmings
Chairman

July 2026 35



W.A. HINE & SON LTD

Established 1955

BUILDERS
NAlElY  CONTRACTORS
AND DECORATORS

Telephone: (01491) 872433
Email: wahineandson@yahoo.co.uk

33 WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, READING RG8 OHL

www.wahineandsonltd.co.uk

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

FAMILY RUN FOR OVER TWO DECADES

For more info call or email lyndhurst@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

THE CATHERINE WHEEL

BREAST i i
cancee.  Charity Tea Party in the Garden
NOWess Sunday 16th August 3pm  Details on our Website!

Weancharity

Join us for our Legendary Quiz!
2nd Sunday of the month from 7.30pm e Make sure to book a table!

Trad Music Session * IRISH TUNES & SONGS
4th Tuesday of every month from 7.30pm

Dan’s Delicious Destination Pizzas & Full Food Menu

| INfO@tcwgoring.co.uk
o www.tcwgoring.co.uk ’ f
or phone 01491 872379 @TCWGoring

e |aser hair removal
» facial & leg veins
 wrinkles / crows feet
¢ |ip enhancement

* microdermabrasion
= skin tightening

* brown spots

* skin peels » acne

* mole, cyst, skin tag
& excessive sweating
» tattoo removal

Dr N. Munnelly careQuality e
Medical Director Commission

HH\IIN{;

B@WC

FRRILT BR0INRY BIREN J90e

A Boilers Installed/
Serviced/Repaired

A Landlord Certificates

A Power Flushing

A All Plumbing Work
Undertaken

07818425018

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk 4
www.kwc-heating.co.uk
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Tree surgery
Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

‘,.ll"""-,

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists

L
e N
®

For more details contact us on:

0808 155 5815
07778 811136

mharvey31@gmail.com

= www.arbocare.co.uk
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SPORT continued |
Goring Cricket Club 150" celebrations

Goring Cricket Club’s 150" anniversary is a milestone for the whole community, and this summer we’re inviting everyone
to be part of the sesquicentenary celebrations.

Whether you're a lifelong supporter or someone who simply enjoys a village day out, the ten-day programme of events,
22-31 August, has been designed to showcase everything that makes our club special.

Particular highlights of the celebrations include:

Sunday 23 August - 1pm — GCC vs Dave Reed Memorial XI

Monday 24 August - 5.30pm — GCC vs Woodcote T20

Wednesday 26 August - 5pm — GCC Academy Showcase

Friday 28 August — 11.30am — GCC vs Marylebone Cricket Club

Sunday 30 August - 12pm — GCC Legends Day

These events aren’t just for club members — they’re for everyone in Goring and Streatley. So please join in and celebrate
this landmark year with us.

There will be a special 150t programme printed to commemorate the landmark year — including advertising
opportunities for local businesses — if anyone is interested in including an advert in this historic programme then please
contact: jonnyrusselll100@outlook.com by 3 August.

Jonny Russell

Goring Social Club Golf Somety
Goring Social Club has a golf
society, established in 1988, who
play together five times a year, go
away for a three-day tour each
April, and meet up for a couple of
social gatherings too. The society
has around 25 core members,

a number of less frequent guest
players, and is always happy

to welcome new members and
guests if you’d like to join in. The
society is organised and run by a
small committee of members and
is £25 per year to join, with the
membership fee going towards
prizes and subsidised green fees.

The society play at a variety of courses within an hour of Goring,
primarily around Oxfordshire and Berkshire, though recently played
at Sandford Springs Gold Club in Hampshire and Marlborough Golf
Club in Wiltshire. Last month
they played at Badgemore
Golf Club near Henley, and
their next game is at Newbury
and Crookham Golf Club on
Thursday 10 September.

The society recently returned
from their annual tour, this year
to Staverton Park near Daventry,
4 where 24 members and guests
competed in a pairs and singles
competition over three days.
The Creswell Pairs was won by
Stuart Hunt and Max Derbyshire
and The Mortimer Burnett
Trophy by John Heslop. Both
trophies were presented by Jim Cheshire, Chairman of the GSC Golf Society.

If you’d like more information, to join as a member, or come along to a game as a
guest, please contact: dale.bartram@hotmail.com

Golf Society on tour at Staverton Park

Max Derbyshire and Stuart Hunt collect the pairs
trophy from Jim Cheshire

John Heslop with the Mortimer
Burnett Trophy

Dale Bartram
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THE WINDOW CLEANER
Windows, frames, sills, doors, conservatories
Gutter vac cleaning system. All year service.

For a free quote, call Mike on 07967 004426
or thewindowwcleanerl@gmail.com

H & Sons Window Cleaners
Cleaners to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Terry Mobile: 07985 569392
Home: 0118 376 9754
Email: terry.hmwindows@yahoo.co.uk

HELP WITH MATHS &
ENGLISH FOR AGES 6-12

At your home or via Zoom
malpurdie@gmail.com
Tel. 07815 731327

. HandyMan
Need someone to do
those little jobs in the House & Garden?
Shelves — Curtain Rails put up
Dripping Taps — Broken gates fixed
No Job Too Small

Call Barry 07989 384 065

OVEN CLEANING

Professional valeting service
Removes grease & most burn-on carbon
deposits
OVENU Reading
0118 967 2897

sPpeacock

carpet cleaning
2o

Professional, family run carpet
& upholstery cleaning service
Call David on 07887 565009
Info@peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
www.peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk

CLINIC OF CHINESE
ACUPUNCTURE

MRS. SICYTA HART

MCAAIHK. 1984) MBACC MRCHM Kararo |

In Private Practice
in Wallingford Community Hospital
and Goring-on-Thames
Please telephone 01491 873972
for enquiries and appointments

STEPHEN NAPPER

¢ Building & » Groundwork
Landscaping
s Brickwork * Foncing

Tel: 01491 671178 or 07887 881943

DMD Window Cleaning
Est. in Goring since 2004

For windows, conservatories, gutters and
fascias, please call Darren on 07971 929025
DMDwindowcleaning@gmail.com

Lovely & hardworking cleaners available

- High Cleaning Standards

- Good quality products & equipment provided

- Local references available. - Affordable rates

- Ironing & Carpet cleaning service available
Contact Kristina on 07593 627139

All PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN

Including reskimming walls and covering

Artex ceilings. Free quotations with public
liability insurance.

Phone Steve on 07967 506522

P

TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.

UBLC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,

EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.

o Elite Healt_ilng

Boiler Installations, Servicing & Repairs

01235 608400 | www.eliteheatingengineers.com

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES
INDOOR/OUTDOOR
PUBLIC LIABILITY

CALL JAMES ON 07961 882281

Showroom at:
! 45 Prospect Street
Caversham RG4 818

Magic)ms
0118 9463060

Chimney Sweeping, Sales & Installation
Woodburners, Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires

Fireplace 493,

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

PIANO LESSONS in GORING

For adults who’ve always wanted to
learn, or to pick it up again.

Call Geoff Brown ATCL 07801
034431 or geoffsbrown@live.co.uk

Caroline Manley
Made to measure curtains, Roman
Blinds, cushion covers, etc.
01189542448 07815 610007
Caroline.manleyl@googlemail.com

Piano Tuning
Benjamin Sermon

Local tuner serving RG8
and surrounds.

email: pianoben@pm.me
tel: 07594 048 732

Experienced Local

DJj

Music for all occasions
Quality sound & lighting equipment
Call Gary on 07776224703
Emails: gpﬁ,ﬁﬁ&m@yaﬁvacam

Goring Holiday House

Are you renovating your house?
Do you need separate space for your visiting family?
Do you have a gap between buying and selling?

My stunning 3 bed holiday home on Cleeve Rd
is available for stays between 3 and 90 nights

Photos, info and availability shown here:
https://www.airbnb.com/U/FSVDLDdq

Please call Debs on 07958 748412
to arrange a viewing or to discuss availability
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Gentle Tai Chi & Qi-Gong
FEEL STRONGER, CALMER & MORE B

Perfect for Over 50s / Returning to Exercise / Reh
No experience needed - Gentle - Low Impact Exercise
Reduce Stress - Improve Balance & Mobility
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

GORING SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

From 4 July to 5 September, Goring Library will be participating
in the Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Beat, in
partnership with Universal Music Group UK. All children taking
part can collect stickers and rewards as they enjoy reading
library books.

There’s a host of fun activities taking place in the library from
noisy story times, decorating pebbles, making your own Lego
music festival and a special Monster Soup Puppet Workshop
run by the talented people from the Puppet Barge. Pop into the
Library to collect an events schedule; some events are drop-in
and some will need to be booked but they are all free! Children
who finish the Challenge at an Oxfordshire library will receive

a medal, a certificate and entry into a prize draw. Under 4s can
take part in a mini challenge with their own special collector’s
folder and stickers.

Further afield

SOUTH STOKE OPEN GARDENS

Monday 31 August from 1- 5pm (last entry 3.30pm). Free
parking at Recreation Ground (RG8 0JT), and disabled parking
outside the Church (RG8 0JS). Not all gardens have disabled
access. No dogs allowed in the gardens. There will be plants
for sale. £6 adults, accompanied under 16s free. Tickets
available on the day at the Recreation Ground, church lychgate
and bridleway from Goring.

Further afield

AFTERNOON TEAS AT ALDWORTH ST MARY’S

CHURCH

Every Wednesday in August and September, 2.30-4.30pm.
Delicious homemade cakes in the company of The Aldworth
Giants. For further details and to book groups contact Gill
Wilding 01635 578624 or gillwilding@hotmail.com.

WALLINGFORD PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

Even though we’re on our summer break, the Wallingford
Photographic Club still has a few things happening before
our new season begins in September. Our open amateur
photography competition is running now — the theme is
Summer Vibes, and there’s a £100 voucher for the winner, so
why not take part? Details are at https:/wwwallingfordphoto.
club You can also find us at Bunkfest, where we’ll be holding
our annual exhibition at St Mary-Le-More Church (just behind
the Town Hall) on Saturday 5 September. Come along to
browse or buy our favourite images, chat with members, and
enjoy some refreshments.

Our new season starts in September, and we’d love you to
join our friendly, inclusive group of photography enthusiasts
as we kick off a fresh programme of talks, presentations,
competitions, and hands-on sessions. We cover a wide range
of topics — not only the technical side — and you’re welcome
to bring your own photos if you’d like feedback. We meet on
Thursdays at 7.30pm at Crowmarsh Pavilion, with a few online
evenings so we can hear from speakers further afield. We begin
on 3 September with a welcome night for new members, a look
at what we’ve been doing over the summer, and an overview
of the upcoming programme. On the 10", we’ll host an online
session on sport and action photography, followed later in

the month by practical evenings at the Pavilion, including the
launch of our portfolio project scheme.

NETTLEBED ART AND CRAFT SHOWS

We are delighted to announce the Annual Nettlebed Art and
Craft show will be taking place on Saturday 1 August (11am-
6pm) and Sunday 2 August (10am-4.30pm) at Nettlebed

July 2026

School — a wonderful weekend celebrating local creativity,
talent, and a great slice of cake. Come along to enjoy a

wide variety of artwork, handmade crafts and exhibits from
local artists and makers. Refreshments will be available, and
everyone is warmly welcome to browse and maybe fall in love
with a painting.

We are also keen to welcome new local artists and craftspeople
to exhibit their work this year. Whether you are an experienced
exhibitor or showing your work for the first time, we would love
to hear from you - please email Nettlebedas@gmail.com to
more info and entry forms. Proceeds from the event will go
towards supporting local charities and community causes. We
look forward to seeing you there!

CHOLSEY VILLAGE SHOW

Saturday 22 August, 12-5pm, Cholsey Recreation Ground. An
afternoon of family entertainment: falconry displays, Roger
Blightly Comedy Act, Wallingford Morris, Cholsey Silver Band,
stalls, fun dog show, car boot sale, children’s games, vintage
vehicles, plus 100’s of exhibits in the marquee. Free entry and
car parking. Entry from Station Road.

A bee captured in flight by Gabriel Eapen, 12Plus winner in
the Gap Festival children’s photography competition. See also
Pages 27 and 44.
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Personal Tax Returns
Annual Accounts
Company Formation
Business Start Ups
Capital Gains Tax
Company Taxation

sage

R 1cAEw >,
CHARTERED XRAC
= ACCOUNTANTS

Geoffrey Cole

A personal service for all your accounting and taxation needs

Xero and Sage Specialists

To arrange a free initial meeting please Assurance
call us on 0118 984 1556 or email post@geoffreycole.co.uk VAT

Corporate Structuring
Rental Property Matters

Share Option Arrangement
Taxation Planning and Advice

www.geoffreycole.co.uk

JJP Roofers

RGA and oll other orens
Local to Goring & Streatley

Replocement roofs, repairs,

brickwork, pointing, & fiat roofs
Free estimates. Fully insured

jiproofers@gmail.com
01491871521

07740 280055

07300 333635

Purdy Bates

DESIGN ¢ INSTALL » REPAIR

* Manual and Automatic Gates
Architectural Metal Work
Railings
Barriers and Fencing
Staircases
Security

For free (no obligation) consultation:
Phone: 01491 681181

Mobile: 07860 862931

Fax: 01491 682933

Web: www.purdygates.co.uk

Email: purdy.gates@btopenworld.c

Wards Farm Industrial Estate, Woodcote, Reading
DOMESTIC ¢ COMMERCIAL * INDUSTRIAL
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Howard Chadwick
Funeral Service

Established 1991

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support and
guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- Floral Tributes

- Memorial Masonry

- Home Visits

- Prepaid Funeral Plans

+ 24 Hour Service

- Bereaverment Advice
« Transparent Pricing

+ Private Chapel of Rest

Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, OX10 BED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com

‘= Funeral Partners I@)

# PEST ™

WIZARRS

= WASPS & ALL INSECTS &7
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk
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DIARY

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

Sunday 26 July

* Withymead, Cream Tea Sunday.
Reserve open 10am-5pm. Cream teas
served 2-5pm. No need to pre-book, just
turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org

* Quiz night. 7.30pm, GSC.

* Genie News Copy deadline. Genie
is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Sunday 2 August

* Withymead, Reserve open 10am-5pm.

No need to pre-book, just turn up and
enjoy. More info at www.withymead.org
Monday 3 August

Goring and Streatley Bridge Club.
6.45pm. GVH. Held every Monday.
Tuesday 4 August

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 1.30-4pm.
Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd,
Goring. Every Tuesday.

* Glib Library Book Group. 5-6pm GL.
Full.

Wednesday 5 August

* Lego Workshop - make a festival.
10.30-11.30am. Please book 01865
815155.

* Goring Gap News. Copy deadline for
September events. News and articles of
local interest to
goringgapnews@gmail.com

* Cribbage. 7.30pm GSC.

* Knit and natter, 3-5pm. GSC. Drop in.
Every Wednesday.

Thursday 6 August

* Goring Mobile Post Office. 8-11.30am.

Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd,
Goring. Every Thursday.

Friday 7 August

* Withymead Nature Reserve. Now
open on Fridays up to and including 28
Aug. 10am-5pm. No need to pre-book,
just turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org

* Bingo /Meat draw. GSC. Weekly on
Fridays.

Tuesday 11 August

* Social Scrabble Club. 4.45-7pm. GL.
All welcome with refreshments.

* Parkinsons Group. 10.30-12noon. GSC.

Drop in or call James Dobson 01491
872063.

Wednesday 12 August

* Genie News Copy deadline. Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

* The Soundbar Open Mic, The Miller of
Mansfield. Sign up to play from 7.30pm.
Music 8-10pm. Fancy playing? Come
along or get in touch,
HelloSoundbar@gmail.com

Friday 14 August

GREADIES Library Book Group.
10-11am. GL. Full.

Sunday 16 August

Goring and Cleeve WI. 2-5pm. Goring
Lock. Come and enjoy tea and cakes at
the lock with entertainment from Goring
and Streatley Concert Band from 3-
4.45pm.

Wednesday 19 August

* Coffee Morning. 10.30am-12noon. St
Andrew’s Church South Stoke. The 3
Wednesday of every month.

 Jonathan Song/Storytelling and making
musical instruments. 10.30am-12. GL.
Please book 01865 815155.

* Thursday 20 August

* Pick a Flick.10.30am-2pm, CR.
Calendar Girls (2003). The true story of
the Yorkshire Women'’s Institute members
who stripped for a charity calendar to
raise funds for a local leukaemia unit
where a friend’s husband was treated.
Pease contact Sarah Fraser 01491 871838
or Jenny Boyd 01491 872109 to book and
to ask for transport if required. The cost is
£5.00 per event, including a light lunch.

* Friday 21 August

Live Sport on the big Screen. 8pm.
GSC. Arsenal v Coventry.

Saturday 22 August

Live Sport on the big Screen. 12.30 and
5.30pm. GSC. Premier League.

Sunday 23 August

Live Sport on the big Screen. 2pm and
4.30pm. GSC. Premier League.

Monday 24 August

Live Sport on the big Screen. 8pm.
GSC. Premier League. Fulham V Chelsea.

Tuesday 25 August

Play Dave at Chess. 4.45-6.45pm. GL.
Dave is and ex county player — Can you
beat him? Children and adults. GL. Please
book 01865 815155.

Wednesday 26 August

Genie News Copy deadline. Genie is
published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

Thursday 27 August

e Goring Gap U3a. 10.30-12noon. GVH.
Speaker: Richard Marks: A Barber and a
Surgeon — Medicine in Victorian Times.

e Storytime. 10.30-11am. GL. Read to
the Beat. Drop-in.

Friday 28 August

Live Sport on the Big Screen. 8pm.GSC.
Premier League, Crystal Palace v Man
City.

Saturday 29 August

Live Sport on the Big Screen. 12.30pm
and 5.30pm. GSC. Premier League.
Sunday 30 August

* Withymead, Cream Tea Sunday.
Reserve open 10am-5pm. Cream teas
served 2-5pm. No need to pre-book, just
turn up and enjoy. More info at
www.withymead.org

* Live Sport on the Big Screen. 2pm
and 4.30pm. GSC. Premier League.
Monday 31 August

* South Stoke Open Gardens. See P.39.
* Live Sport on the Big Screen. 8pm
GSC. Premier League. Aston Villa v
Arsenal.

For more events on the Events Calendar
at www.genienews.org

The following abbreviations are used:

Belléme Room BR
Canterbury Room CR
Free Church Hall FCH
Goring Community Centre  GCC

Goring Library GL

Goring Social Club GSC
Goring Village Hall GVH
Morrell Room MR
Storton Lodge SL

* In an emergency dial 999

any further help if needed

dentists and hospitals 01491 873565

MEDICAL INFORMATION

* For medical advice at all times, including surgery out-of-hours, dial 111 or use https://111.nhs.uk/ You will be told how to obtain

* Local pharmacies can offer advice and treatment for some conditions. Goring Pharmacy: 01491 872124

* Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or West Berkshire Community Hospital, Thatcham 01635
273508, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476

* Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice: Monday-Friday 8am-6.30pm 01491 680686 Requests for appointments are triaged to
direct patients to the correct help and should be made using the form available at www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk
If you are unable to use the form, the practice can be contacted on the above number to support you.

* Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020

* Emergency Dentist — call 111 for advice

* Goring medical equipment — including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more: 01491 874333 or 07966 245264

* Goring transport office — 10am-12noon Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, to arrange volunteer transport to local surgeries,
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Hundreds gather at George Michael’s
former home to mark ten years since
his passing

Fans from across the UK, and around the world came
together for the hugely successful Outside25 charity
event, held on Friday 26 and Saturday 27 June in the
beautiful gardens of Mill Cottage, George Michael’s
former home in Goring-on-Thames.

Now firmly established as one of the most heartfelt
celebrations of George’s life and legacy, this year’s event
carried special significance as it marked ten years since
his passing. Throughout the weekend, hundreds of fans
laughed, danced, sang, reflected and, at times, shed
tears as they celebrated the music and generosity of one
of Britain’s most loved artists.

The weekend’s entertainment was headlined by the
acclaimed Celebrating George Michael show, featuring
vocalist Steve Mitchell alongside former Wham! bassist
Dave West, performing many of George’s greatest hits in
the very garden where the singer once lived.

A particularly moving part of the event came through a series of exclusive video appearances from friends and colleagues
of George. Andrew Ridgeley shared a heartfelt message with attendees and generously donated one of his personal George
Michael 2024 Royal Mint 50z commemorative coins, which was auctioned to raise money for charity. Fans also enjoyed a
special message from Carlos Hercules, George’s drummer during the legendary 25 Live Tour, while Midge Ure delighted
the audience by recounting the story of how George came to sing his memorable line on the iconic 1984 Band Aid single.
Early estimates suggest that Outside25 has raised more than £30,000 for a range of deserving charities and community
causes, including Childline and Reading Samaritans. The remarkable total is a testament to the generosity of everyone
who attended, donated, bid in the auctions and supported the event, ensuring that George’s legacy of kindness and giving
continues to make a real difference.

This year’s commemorative theme, Time Can Never Mend — 10 Years of Missing George, resonated throughout the
weekend, with many attendees proudly wearing specially produced memorial ribbons as a tribute to George’s enduring
legacy.

Outside25 is organised entirely by volunteers, led by Nicola Chessher, Stuart Rowsell, Jayne Trolley and Dave West, who
spend months planning the annual event, with the support of the owner of Mill Cottage. The organisers expressed their
sincere gratitude to the numerous volunteers whose dedication made the weekend possible, as well as to the local and
national sponsors whose continued support enables Outside25 to grow each year.

They also paid tribute to the many generous donors who contributed auction prizes, artwork and memorabilia, helping
to raise vital funds for the event’s chosen charities. The auctions once again proved to be one of the highlights of the
weekend, with fans bidding enthusiastically for unique George Michael memorabilia and exclusive donated items.

Speaking after the event, Dave West said: ‘Every year we’re amazed by the love, kindness and generosity shown by
George’s fans, but this year was especially emotional. To stand in George’s garden ten years after we lost him and see
hundreds of people united through his music, raising money for charity and celebrating the incredible person he was,
was truly unforgettable. We simply couldn’t do this without our amazing volunteers, sponsors, donors and everyone who
travelled to be with us.’

As the final songs echoed across the gardens of Mill Cottage, one thing was abundantly clear: although ten years have
passed, George Michael’s music, compassion and legacy continue to bring people together from all corners of the world.

Dave West
www.outside25.com

Outside25 organisers Stuart Rowsell, Dave West, Jayne Trolley and
Nicola Chessher

Film about Goring and George in production

‘Who Knew’ is a new independent film company exploring events and people that are less known about in the public eye.
Thanks to the support of Nikki Sharman, Nikki Chessher and Dave West, we recently got the exciting opportunity to visit
Goring to join in at Outside25 at Mill Cottage celebrating the life and works of George Michael. Everyone was incredibly
welcoming and we really enjoyed meeting everybody and learning more about what the event was about.

Our goal was to meet the lovely community that put on the event, as well as the people that travel from far and wide
to celebrate together. We hope that the short film will tell the story of how George Michael and his music bring people
together, and the overall positive spirit and atmosphere that Goring and its people provide.

We are currently in post-production on the documentary and hope to have something to show soon.

You can find us on YouTube @whoknewstudio

42 July 2026



Photo: Neil Horne

>
S
(4]
wn
) -
(€b)
=
-
-
(qv]

ichael 10"

Catherine Wheel

Mill Cottage

George M




Goring Gap Festival children’s photo competition - see P27
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