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EVENTS, PEOPLE, BUSINESS, ARTS AND SPORT IN GORING AND STREATLEY

Snowdrops welcome the New Year

Snowdrops blooming on Elvendon Road from 31 December Photo: Helen Turner
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Community Centre appeals for volunteers

Goring and District Community Centre would like to recruit new volunteers for
its transport, lunch club, building administration and other community services.
Volunteers can give what time they have available to fit in with their other
interests and to an extent that they would be happy with.

For more information on any of these, please contact the trustees:

Derek Robinson at derekdrobinson@btinternet.com 01491 872857 or John
Boler at jboler@btinternet.com 01491 873481

This is a very open-ended request for help and an invitation to come and talk
to the trustees and the current volunteers.

The Community Centre, a registered charity housed in Goring’s old school
building in Station Road, organises several established, valuable and well used
services. These include transport to and from medical appointments, a lunch
club twice a week for elderly people and the free provision of medical support
equipment, such as rollators and crutches.

The Centre also hosts the offices of Goring Gap News and Goring-on-Thames
Parish Council and the archive of the Goring Gap Local History Society. It has a
large meeting room and dining room with ancillary kitchen for hire on a regular
or occasional basis at competitive rates.

Chairman’s GGN Report for January 2025

In 2024 the Goring Gap News Association received three applications for a
donation from its Award Fund to local community groups.

The Association was pleased to make the following awards:

£500 to the Goring & Streatley Young Musicians Trust, to assist in supporting
education and music-making opportunities for young people in our communities.

£1,000 to the Withymead Nature Reserve, towards the costs of essential
surgery for willow trees which had suffered storm damage.

£235 to The Hub, for the purchase of a replacement printer.

Since 1991 the Goring Gap News Association has allocated more than £163,000
to local groups and organisations. Past beneficiaries include: parish councils,
churches, schools, pre-schools and playgroups, scout groups, Goring Library,
sports clubs and societies, halls and meeting rooms, MIGGS, the GAP Festival
and Goring on Thames in Bloom.

The Award Fund accumulates surpluses generated by GGN over the year; these
arise as a result of the extremely generous voluntary efforts of all those who edit,
produce, distribute and provide governance for the magazine.

Awards may be made, in accordance with GGN’s awards policy, to any local
non-commercial organisation or, in certain circumstances, to an individual aged
under 25. In general, approval for an award is given to:

e charitable and benevolent associations

* people under 25 who are performing voluntary service

* one-off projects, but not to those requiring recurring funding

e projects which do not compromise the impartiality of GGN

Further details are available at www.goringgapnews.co.uk/information

Applications for an award should be submitted to ggnchair@gmail.com; all
applications will be considered at the quarterly committee meetings.

There have been a few recent changes to the volunteers whose invaluable
help ensures that GGN is produced, printed and delivered to all properties in the
parishes of Goring and Streatley:

Anne Parkinson has replaced Derek Robinson as Treasurer.

Victoria Brandon has replaced Julie Rees as Distribution Manager.

Geraldine Grayson has replaced Diane Paddick as the Distributor for Streatley.

We welcome the new incumbents and offer our grateful thanks to those whom
they have replaced. It is only because such volunteers are willing to offer their
assistance that everybody receives their GGN each month.

I wish you all a happy and healthy 2025. Jeremy Spring

Chairman
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Our home in Streatley-on-Thames provides 24-hour care and support
in an elegant, homely country house. Residents enjoy a relaxed
atmosphere that ensures privacy, independence, and a nurturing

C((Dmb House

ESIDENT CARE

Exceptional care, every day

environment.

to book a visit today!

www.coombehouse.co.uk

A NEW APPROACH TO ACCOUNTANCY

FOR THE SMALLER BUSINESS

* Fixed rate scheme * Company/Personal taxation
* Book-Keeping/Payroll/VAT  * Financial advice
Phone us now for the full facts about how we
can help you with YOUR business -
and help you to save money!

Haines & Co

CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS
& REGISTERED AUDITORS

Tel: 01491 839630 10a St Martins Street, Wallingford

G.A. Giles

established 1987

Building  Roofing « Maintenance

07771 695745
grahamegiles49@gmail.com

Joun KiTCHER & SON

Re-upholstery and repairs undertaken
Antigue and modern furniture recovered
Loose covers supplied

Free estimates - Prompt Service
- Member of the Association of Master Upholsterers -
Tel: Graham Kitcher 38 Crescent Road,

Tilehurst,

0118 942 3701 Reading. RG31 5AH

Goringhardware

So much more than a hardware -home store

Gardening * Kitchenware* Cleaning * Electrical
* Plumbing * Pet and Bird food * Bathroom
* Haberdashery *Bicycle * Laundry * Giftware * Water
Softeners *Wood Supplies * Key Cutting *Sharpening *Rug
Doctor Hire * Signs * Refills - Ecover/Faith in Nature

Open Mon to Sat 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Sun930 amto 1 pm
01491 — 872420 info@goringhardware.com

12 Red Cross Road RG8 9HG, next to the surgery

5> | LET US PAMPER YOU

Let us look after you in our lovely, friendly
clinic located in the centre of Goring.
We offer services such as manicures,

Pedicures, Waxing, Massages, as well as a
Professional Foot Care Clinic & more!

We are a two person team with a collective

knowledge of 20+ years who are always on

hand'to help!

| AVONDALE
@ www.avondalegoring.co.uk

dou
bric-a-brac shop.
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CHAUCERS

Picture Framing
& Fine Art Restoration

Specialists in Traditional & Modern Picture Framing

Conservation materials & speciality UV glass
Restoration & cleaning / Free quotes & guidance

01491 652984 / 07887 775 570

email: sallie@chaucersframing.co.uk
website: www.chaucersframing.co.uk
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Goring CofE Primary School inspection
The governors of Goring Primary School are pleased to share news
of our Ofsted inspection, which took place at the end of last term.

We were told at the outset that this inspection would be
an ungraded one, which means that its purpose is to confirm
whether the school has maintained the ‘Good’ standard found at
the previous inspection in 2019. In fact, our inspector not only
confirmed this, but found that in all areas our school would be
graded ‘Outstanding’ if this had been a graded inspection. This
means that we will be likely to have a further inspection in the
next couple of years, to allow these improvements to be formally
recognised.

The inspector’s comments to the Governing Body and Senior
Leadership Team were extremely encouraging. Most notably, she
said she was unable to find any areas for improvement. More
specifically, she found the pupils to be happy and excited to learn.
She was particularly impressed by the ethos and values of the
school, mentioning the responsibilities pupils are encouraged to
take on in school through the numerous pupil groups, and also
the opportunities to represent the school externally. In terms of
teaching and learning, the inspection revealed the curriculum
to be ‘rich, ambitious and well-designed’, and taught by highly
skilled teachers. The leadership of the school was found to be
‘highly effective’, with particular note being made of how well the  GPS pupils celebrate OFSTED results
merging of year groups had been managed when pupil numbers had dipped.

This is a remarkable assessment, especially given the funding challenges the school has had to face in recent years. We
believe this verdict is well deserved as a reflection of years of hard work by our Executive Headteacher, Mrs Wheatcroft,
and her excellent staff team, to whom we give our heartfelt thanks. Henry Fay

Chair of Governors

Local thermal image surveys to identify heat-loss

Excess heat loss from homes can occur in many ways. Examples
include loss through poor construction, such as badly fitting doors
and windows, and loss due to inadequate insulation of old pipe
work and hot water cylinders. Identifying and preventing heat loss
could improve the comfort of your home, reduce energy bills and
reduce your carbon footprint.

One way to identify where heat is being lost is to ‘see’ where the
building fabric is warming as heat leaks into the surroundings.
Thermal imaging cameras can ‘see’ the heat radiating from surfaces
and so they are a useful tool for identifying heat loss areas. They
produce an image in which colour relates to the amount of heat
radiating from surfaces.

As part of their ‘Cosy Homes’ initiative, Oxfordshire County
Council (OCC) have kindly provided Chris Rickards, a retired Civil
Engineer living locally, with a thermal imaging camera together with tuition and instruction on how to use and interpret
the camera’s results. Thermal imaging needs to be carried out in cold weather, with central heating switched on, in order
to highlight the difference between indoor and outdoor temperatures. On a voluntary basis, Chris is offering a free external
survey to households in Woodcote and Goring between January and February.

During the survey Chris will use the camera to record thermal images of your home which he can interpret for you and
can be emailed for reference afterwards. A survey takes up to an hour.

Chris is helping to raise money for a new cloakroom area at St Leonard’s Church, Woodcote. This iconic 19* century
church is in urgent need of toilet facilities which will require the reconfiguration and upgrading of the current kitchen area.
The provision of a social and communal space for both adults and children is also planned.

Although the thermal survey is offered free of charge, donations towards this project would be very much appreciated.
For further information or to book an external thermal image survey of your home, please email HeatlossRG9@gmail.com
or pick up an application form from St Leonard’s Church, Woodcote RG8 OPG.

Should a survey not be required, but you would like to support the new cloakroom facilities at St Leonard’s, please make
donations to: Woodcote Parochial Church Council, sort code 40-52-40, account 00036585 Chris Rickards
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CLEEVE LWDGE

Residential Care Home
For The Elderly

= Specialising in 24 hour Dementia
and Old age Care

m Respite Care

= Long-term Residential Care

» Daycare

n Victorian country house set in beautiful
grounds, located on a private road
in Goring On Thames

= Gold standards framework commendation
for end-of-life care

= Enriching and Empowering the lives of the
local community for over 40 years

01491‘873588

Reaping, UK
2417

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
LONG & SHORT DISTANCES

B AnrorT TRANSFERS, VALETING g2
ANY Speciat OCCASIONS:
WepDINGS, PARTIES ETC...

NiHAT YALCIN - [iMmy
07985631133

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved

TR

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation

B Internet/ WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

£OXFORD AERIALS‘

shaun@oxfordaerlals co. uk

Call-Wallingford 01491 833282

Lee Webb Plumbing

Heating & Plumbing Services
Oil, Gas & LPG boilers — Installation,
Repairs & Servicing
Gas Safe & OFTEC registered
Worcester Accredited Installer
Mob: 07712 592307
LL: 01491 834984/01635 202097

& PEST ™

WIZARRS
9 WASPS & ALL INSECTS -~
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS

PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282  info@pestwizards.co.uk

LOCKSMITH SERVICE @==

Locks changed, fitted, repaired & opened.
UPVC door lock repairs, handles & cylinders.
Yale locks, mortice deadlocks, window locks.

Over 35 years of experience. Free quotations

07710 409216
www.acgservices.co.uk

AGE Q=

Office: 3 Wayside Green, Woodcote Oxon RG8 OPR

P it A — .
oA Trusted Traders | WISA | (@250
Checiatradecon 8 [0 i

Proprietor Richard Homden
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MUSIC and ARTS Rosie Mortimer ggnarts@gmail.coml
Christmas at Goring Unplugged }

At the end of December, Goring Village Hall was packed for the special
Christmas edition of the popular Goring Unplugged. The audience sat at
tables, and as usual, brought their own food and drink, but in the Goring
Unplugged Christmas tradition, audience members were treated to glasses of
mulled wine and mince pies, which really set the mood!

Popular group The Mysteries opened the show with some well-known
pieces and the audience quickly joined in. This group’s singing is spot on
and the drummer, who perhaps should be called the percussionist, played a
variety of rhythmic instruments, including the xylophone.

Harlequin is a group formed by Chris Hawes and Jonathan Clifton in
1965, while still at school, and they have been successfully writing songs,
and music for stage and screen ever since, while Chris was also known asa |
creative engineer and inventor, and Jonathan has enjoyed a successful career
as an actor and broadcaster. More recently they were joined by Ukranian
artist, Anya Goldenberg, who also teaches the highly popular children’s
art classes after school in Goring. The audience enjoyed their three-part
harmony, and Anya sang a sad but beautiful solo in Russian about lost love. Andy Taylor

Pete Orton is a singer and comedian, and the audience loved his off-beat
ditty about landscape artist Capability Brown, and his hilarious performance on the home made flute comprised of flowers
and stems!

Dolly McPherson is a popular singer, and accompanied only by guitar and bass, her beautiful voice and poignant songs
delighted the audience. But that’s not all. Dolly recently used her musical gifts in concerts to raise money for the Air
Ambulance Service. The show ended with some Christmas carols and songs played by Baum, Cox-Smith and Taylor on
various string instruments, including guitar, mandolin and violin, which the audience loved, especially when Andy Taylor
danced around the stage, playing his fiddle! A truly accomplished musician. The new 2025 season of Goring Unplugged
begins on Friday 28 February at 7.30pm, Goring Village Hall, doors open at 7pm. For a mere £5 admission, (cash or card
at the door) and bringing your own food and drink, you can make new friends, enjoy a lovely evening of music from top
performers, at little cost and without leaving your local area!

Goring and Streatley Concert Band, supportlng Wallingford Emergency Food Bank
Over the Christmas period, Goring and Streatley Concert ’:@ f

Band and its Clarinet Ensemble were very pleased

to support the local community in raising £450 for
Wallingford Emergency Food Bank.

The Clarinet Ensemble provided Christmas
entertainment at three local care homes, who in return
very generously donated £300 to the food bank. Homes
visited were The Grange in Goring, The Old Vicarage
in Moulsford and Waterside Court in Wallingford. Both |
residents and staff enjoyed joining in with the carols and
appreciated the Christmassy tunes from the Ensemble’s
repertoire, all ably introduced by band member David
Cole. Care Assistant, Blerta Cesula at Waterside Court
commented: ‘Thank you so much for joining us here
at Waterside Court, it was an amazing and unique
performance and everyone really enjoyed it. We had a
fantastic time.’

On the wet and windy morning of Saturday 21 December, fifteen members of Goring and Streatley Concert Band
entertained Christmas shoppers in Wallingford town centre with a number of popular carols. Many shoppers stopped
to listen and contribute to a bucket collection for Wallingford Emergency Food Bank. The band was delighted to have
collected £147.58.

To find out more about your local concert band and its small Sax Group and Clarinet Ensemble, all of which are available
to hire, please visit www.goringandstreatleyband.co.uk Perhaps we could enhance your planned inside or outside event
this spring/summer with some appropriate entertainment.

If you would like to join us as a musician, we are currently particularly keen to hear from any potential brass players,
either to our Starter Band or Main Band. We have great fun rehearsing on Monday evenings and we’d love to hear from
you. Why not send us a message via ‘Contact us’ on the website to find out more.

Gormg and Streatley Concert Band at Walllngford cwntre
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JJP Roofers

RGA ond all other oreas
Local to Goring & Strentley

locement roofs, repairs,

brickwork, pointing, & flat roofs
Free estimates. Fully insured

jiproofers@gmail.com
01481 871521

07740 280055

07900 333635

At Cranford, we are proud to
offer a vibrant, exciting and
motivating education to boys
and girls aged 3-18. Come and
join us at one of our upcoming
open events to see our school in

action for yourself. Book your
place online. Welcome!

AL CRANFORD
¢ -EAl

oL

4 CAVERSHAM

PICTURE
FRAMER

Join our newsletter at cavershampictureframer.co.uk

to find out about all our events

0118 9481610
5a Church Rd, Caversham, RG4 7AA
framing@cavershampictureframer.co.uk

STUART GILES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR

TEL : 01491 873613 MOBILE : 07919 102412

3 ELVENDON RD, GORING ON THAMES,
Nr READING, BERKS, RG8 OEA

THE CATHERINE WHEEL

BEAT THE JANUARY BLUES!

Trad Music Session * IRISH MUSIC, SONGS & CRAIC
4th Tuesday of the month from 7.30pm

Visit us online for details and other events!

Manor Café at Howbery MANOR CAFE

Open: 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri

ol

Hot & cold drinks, homemade cakes: ail day
Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am

Paninis, baguettes and baps: 11.00am - 2.00pm
Other hot and cold lunch options: 11.30am - 1.30pm

A48

Order at table or online | Takeway service
Beautiful grounds | Ample parking

www.howberypark.com
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MUSIC and ARTS continued
Adam Bloom - Gap Comedy

Goring Village Hall was full of festive cheer on 21 December, as
Richmond’s Adam Bloom performed for the first time. A cheerful, high-
energy performer, Bloom had done his research and calculated that, with
a packed hall, one in nineteen residents across Goring and Streatley were
in the audience! There was something for everyone in this two-hour
programme, from Banksy to Buddhism, and from funerals to fishnets.

It was Bloom’s audience participation that made him stand out. Despite
feeling like he was in a ‘cult’ in a slightly homogeneous audience, he was
chatty and personable throughout. After the interval, he even invited us
to suggest words for him to riff on, and we were treated to sharp on-
demand segments about shoes, watches, shampoo, holidays and even the
English language itself.

There was a great deal of introspection and openness from Bloom.
Opening up about his OCD and hypomania, his performance was
dynamic and honest. He was frank about his divorce (amicable — at least
between his wife and her family) alongside the challenges of trying to re-
enter the dating world. Bloom is certainly one of the more philosophical
comedians we've had — reflecting on God and the nature of existence,
and, as the evening came to a close, he quipped how ‘comedy is someone
on anti-depressants trying to cheer up a group of people who are already
happy’. Occasionally profound, at times frantic and always fun, Bloom’s
set was an entertaining end to another successful year for Gap Comedy.

Max Kibble

Orchestra of St John’s (OSJ) concert in Dorchester Abbey on New Year’s Eve

I am fortunate to have been to these wonderful concerts for the
last few years and this one was as uplifting as ever. Although
not as large as the famous Vienna New Year’s Day orchestra,
to me they sound just as good, and judging by the quotations
in the programme, The Times, Guardian, Sunday Times and
several music publications agree. The OSJ was founded half a
century ago by the inspirational and accomplished singer and
conductor John Lubbock. Simon Rattle described him as ‘one
of our most musical assets — a thoughtful perfectionist and a
musician of total integrity.” He gave us an excellent, varied
and totally absorbing programme, featuring eight of the best
Strauss pieces, but also works by Sarasate, Rachmaninov,
Gershwin, Veracini and Leroy Anderson, so 18" to 20t
centuries.

One of the more unusual features of the OSJ is their work
with noble causes. John Lubbock and his wife Christine, a
famous mezzo soprano, founded Music for Autism over 20 years ago, inspired by the effect music has on their own severely
autistic son. They take music into special educational needs schools, in this country and abroad, without charge, reaching
some 6000 young people each year. They also run a ‘Serenading’ programme to increase the wellbeing and mental health
of patients and NHS staff in the Oxford area with classical music performances.

We listened to four soloists who are differently abled, Derek Paravicini who is blind and an international piano performer
since he was nine years old, another much younger blind since birth pianist Ashleigh Turley, who also plays drums, organ,
guitar and saxophone, a wonderful young violinist Poppy McGhee who is currently studying at the Royal Academy of Music
in London, and Lydia Kavina playing the theremin. She was born in Russia in 1967 and at the age of nine began learning
to play with a cousin, Leon Theremin himself. It was absolutely amazing to listen to. Most of us only know the Doctor Who
theme, but she could play anything!

Do look at the website for more details: www.osj.org.uk and better still, go to one of their concerts, there are many at
Dorchester Abbey and in Oxford, throughout the spring. Alexander Armstrong will be speaking about his fascinating life at
the Sheldonian on Tuesday 8 April, with his choice of music played by the OSJ.

Rosie Mortimer
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Reeds Art Gallery
and Picture Framing

Bespoke Picture Framing, Local Art, unusual jewellery,
Ceramics & Wood Turning in the heart of Goring on
Thames

Tel: 01491 902122

2 The Arcade, High Street, RG8 9AY
dee@reedsartandframing.co.uk
www.reedsartandframing.co.uk

[.LK

P I LATES

Group and private Pilates classes.

Beginner, mixed ability and Pilates for the Older

Person, in Goring and Woodcote, email
lindseykentpilates@gmail.com or go to

For more info call or email lyndhurst@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com www. [k-pilates.net

T.D.LANCASTER T

CHIMNEY SWEEP RIVERSIDE RESET AT
THE SWAN AT STREATLEY

THE SWAN g
81712 vddOoD

Domestic, agency and commercial

chimney sweeping in & around Gorin
y ping 9 Escape the hustle & bustle and discover a serene escape by the

river. Embrace the New Year with a focus on wellness and relaxation,
Solid fuel, all, gas, biomass flues : as you unwind amidst nature.

Ql GONG & SOUND BATH
S — YOGA & WELLNESS RESET
5 RIVERSIDE STAYCAYTIONS
FIRESIDE RETREATS
GYM & STEAM

01491 877 319

tdichimneysweep.co.uk

Head to our website to
discover more.

E"'.‘

e Great Parking

* Vast Range

* Loyalty Scheme
* Local Deliveries

Blake's Pet Foods, The Lodge, Old Reading Road,
Wallingford, OX10 8BW

] 0,
ooy BN Blakés

PET FOODS & ACCESSORIES

@rheswanatstreatley
coppaclub.co.uk

www.blakespets.co.uk
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Festive fun at the Library

This Christmas, the Library was brimming with festive cheer and creativity! Volunteers
and customers came together to create beautiful handmade bunting, featuring knitted,
crocheted, and crafted designs. This year’s theme was presents and joined our tree, stars
and snowmen from previous years. The colourful display added a warm, welcoming
touch to our space.

We hosted free drop-in craft sessions where visitors could make their own Christmas
baubles—always a hit with families. On the special shopping evening, we set up a
table for decorating (and enjoying) gingerbread hearts. A fun trail through the Library
challenged visitors to find hidden gingerbread characters, delighting children and adults

= Our popular Adventure Windows trail returned
this year with a snowy theme, featuring 24
magical windows to discover (see P42). Visitors
voted for their favourites, and the response was
fantastic. Avondale Foot Care and Beauty Salon
were the clear winners.

It has also been wonderful to hear such
positive feedback on the new Library layout. We're thrilled it’s working well and
creating an inviting space for everyone.

Thank you to all who joined in the fun—we can’t wait to do it all again next
year! Jacqui Gray

Chair, Friends of Goring Library

Goring Craft Fair — Children’s Art Competition

In November, children from Goring Church of England Primary School were invited to
design the front cover of the Craft Fair Programme.

As you can imagine, there were some wonderful submissions. After much deliberation
by Dee Singleton, owner of Reeds Art and Framing, it was decided that Anna Nadtochii
from Year 5 would be the winner. She painted a beautiful landscape watercolour that truly
captured the essence of Goring. In the words of the budding artist herself: ‘I really enjoyed
spending my weekends painting this picture. It took me about four hours, and I am really
proud of it. I am very excited to have won!

Congratulations also go to the runner-up, Annabella, from Year 3. And, of course, a
big well done to all the other entrants—you worked so hard and your submissions were
fantastic. You should all be very proud.

Special thanks go to two local businesses that have supported this competition for
many years. Reeds Art and Framing not only judged the competition but also framed the
winning entry and displayed it prominently in their window until the Christmas Arcade
Fair. Thanks also to Inspiration, Jeanne, Kevin, and the team, for generously providing
prizes for both the winner and the runner-up this year!

Kelly Harrison

Festive fun at the Free Church

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen and Rudolph... no
too sure who’s who, but these little ones joined in the dressing up fun at Goring
Free Church Baby Group Christmas party on Tuesday 17 December.

A good time was had by all and, lots of photos were taken to remember their
first Christmas experience or maybe their second!

The previous week Goring Free Church Kids group saw around 35 toddlers and
accompanying adults enjoying festive fun with a range of activities from craft,
ball pit, toys and puppets to Christmas snacks and singing.

Baby Group runs each Tuesday anytime between 10 and 12noon and is for non- |
walking babies.

GFC Kids Group runs each Friday from 9.30-11.30 and is for preschool children |
aged 0-4 years. ;

These groups operate during term times only. For more information, please visit
www.goringfreechurch.org.uk/children-youth/preschool/

Yette Gordon-Potts
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Association of
Reflexologists.

Full Accreditation

to the National
Hypnotherapy Society
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Qualified since 1991

Based in the centre of
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www.mapletreeservices:.com A Y
Tel: 01491 872162 or 07768 926042

HOMEBASE

PROPERTY

* WHATEVER YOUR PROPERTY NEEDS *

LETTINGS & s Alls

MANAGEMENT

01491 824470 | info@hb-pm.co.uk
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HENDRED

Let's make financial advice personal

You probably know where you want your inheritance to go when you die. But
making sure your legacy gets to the right people at the right time can be hard
work. There's a lot to think about, from clearly documenting your intentions to
rnaking the most of gifting allowances and pinpointing legitimate ways to
mitigate Inheritance Tax.

We offer a friendly, local service, backed by the strength and security of FTSE 100
company St. James’s Place Wealth Management. Let us guide you through the
estate planning maze and make sure your inheritance plans come good.

Let's star( a conversation
Partner Practice
3 High St, Goring St
07958 946506 ]ames s
Nigel Helen nigel helen@sjpp.co.uk
Partner https://hendredfinancialpartners.co.uk/ Place

SIP Apploved 26/02/2024

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
Let her visit you in your own home to help
relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HCPC registered

Registered NHS Audiologist
Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited.
Registered in England No.07810066

LUCINDA
BEELLIS
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BUSINESS Dan Gordon-Potts (acting) ggnbus@gmail.com I
Goring Late Night Shopping Evening 2024 # |

With Christmas trees lit above the shopfronts of Goring High
Street and signs dotted around the village, the beginning of
December 2024 ushered in the much-anticipated annual Late
Night Shopping Evening on Friday 6 December.

‘It was cold and wet-but the local people came out in force!
Rose Isaac at the Goring Grocer told GGN. Rose, who did the
festive flower displays for the shop, added: ‘It was very busy, a
fun event, as always.’

Kate Cheng of Goring Library commented on how good the
turnout was for them, saying: ‘We had about 80 people in.” The
library set up a table for decorating (and enjoying!) gingerbread
hearts, and also set up a trail for visitors to find hidden
gingerbread characters.

As locals will also know, Father Christmas always makes an
appearance upstairs at Inspiration card and gift shop. This year was no different. Owner Jeanne Hunter expressed her
appreciation for everyone (big and small) who popped in to see Santa Claus: ‘We want to thank everyone who came out!’

Gary Smith, of Goring Village Butchers, cooked the hog roast which was for sale in the Arcade. ‘It was really great,” he
told GGN, ‘we sold out!’

Ruth Cordle, of Goring Free Church, highlighted just how good the numbers were this year: ‘We did just under 100 hot
chocolates, nearly all of the cakes went, and I had 20 lovely people baking me cakes.” The church, which also had activities
for children, used up nearly all of their 100 quiz sheets for younger and older children.

The Village Cafe also kept its doors open late and had food stands outside their shopfront in the Arcade. Betsy Brown,
who worked that evening, explained: ‘We sold hot chocolate, we had a barbecue outside. It was nice — just the atmosphere
— the whole village getting together and having all the little stalls selling things.’

She added that Punch and Judy also made an appearance, saying ‘It was a lovely evening really.’

As well as good numbers and a hearty consumption of food and drink, it’s clear that all the businesses and groups that
took part were really happy seeing their efforts pay off. Ruth at GFC said ‘It was just a really nice happy vibe where I just
felt everybody was really welcomed and seemed to be enjoying it.’

Jeanne said: ‘It’s such a good evening and it’s for the community — it’s a lovely way to kick off Christmas.’

We hope everyone had a good Christmas season and all the best for 2025!

Rehab to fitness online Pilates programme to achieve a back without paln

I am an APPI Clinical Pilates Instructor and Cancer Rehab
Instructor based in this beautiful village of Goring. In 2022,

I created a new business called Three Pillars of Health after
being part of a Clinical trial for MacMillan, called SafeFit,
during COVID-19. [ was privileged to support eight women with
breast cancer over Zoom with exercise, nutritional advice and
emotional support. In addition to teaching 1:1 from my studio
online and in-person, I teach several group clinical Pilates
classes in and around Goring.

My personal story about a back injury began 12 years ago. I
had a physical job as a sports and remedial massage therapist —
on my feet five hours a day, leaning over a massage table. I was
attending a weekly Pilates class to keep my body in check but
still ended up with a prolapsed disc in my lower back. I couldn’t
sit, stand, drive, walk, roll over in bed or leave the shower
without pain. Two years later, I qualified as a Clinical Pilates
Instructor. Three years later, I was pain-free. Five years later, I
stopped having recurring episodes of back pain. I discovered
that being an instructor was the only way to truly understand
how to have a safe and effective Pilates class.

My Rehab to Fitness Programme is designed to allow anyone
(beginner/experienced) to train their body in the same way a
Clinical Pilates Instructor can with the same skill set and knowledge. By following the programme step-by-step, you’ll get
as close as possible to being back pain-free, preventing recurring episodes, and creating a good life habit.

Continued on Page 15.

Shopping evening activities at the Free Church
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Established 1988

C. A. HOLTOM Building Contractor
FOR ALL TYPES OF:
Buildiig  Eatersiicos — Plasecing — Reburbulinistie
Alterations — Brickwork — Patios — Drainage

Tel: 01491 651141 / 07990912966
Email: choltom1@sky.com

T.JOSLYN
TREE SURGERY

Qualified including NPTC (National proficiency tests council)

Fully insured for all tree work

FENCING CONTRACTOR, LANDSCAPING
TREE HOUSES

Designed to your requirements

Logs always available  free estimates

07545 644383 01491 873901

Joslyn.terry@yahoo.com

-
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ARS TO COME

Carpet & Upholstery cleaning for your
home

Exipert

Carpet Cleaning Services
We have been cleaning carpets and
soft furnishings in your area for over 25 years.

Call today for your no obligation quote

01491 818606

Carpet, Upholstery, Rug and Curtain cleaning
www.ExpertCarpetCleaningServices.co.uk

I’I‘b mortimer burnett

Chartered Accountants & Business Consultants

New business? We can help you grow!

01491 874332
admin@mortimerburnett.co.uk
www.mortimerburnett.co.uk
The White House, Mill Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 9DD

14

“3eacon Flooring
W A Family Run Business

Carpet
Wood
_ Vinyl
__Karndean

16 High Street, Goring 01491 454095
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk
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BUSINESS continued 1

Why do this programme?

To be pain-free by learning precisely how to strengthen your back from strong foundations — the Pilates key elements:

* Postural Alignment: Keeping your back still in correct alignment in all exercise positions requires precision and control.
If you move your back, you may experience pain.

* Engaging your core: In the APPI philosophy the client engages the appropriate muscles that they need for the task at
hand. The ‘intensity’ of the connection to the ‘core’ muscles will alter as the load alters. A bent arm or leg is easier than
a straight one. This avoids unnecessary ‘bracing’.

* Lateral breathing: How we breathe matters with the end goal being a smooth, fluid, flowing movement with the least
amount of muscle activity in that given task. It takes skill to not compromise your back by letting go of your core while
inhaling and exhaling.

To feel energised: Pain is tiring. It feels great to do something about it, especially if it makes you feel better for doing it.

To reduce anxiety and depression: It helps you keep a healthy weight, and improves confidence.

To improve muscle strength and balance: Exercise the main muscle groups with resistance two days a week and

incorporate mobility daily as recommended by the UK Chief Medical Officers.

Who benefits from the programme?

Anyone with back pain or who wants to prevent the recurrence of back pain.

This Rehab to Fitness programme has been a labour of love. I want you to feel empowered to learn how to train your

back to be stronger and ultimately pain-free with a very simple to follow and affordable online exercise programme.

Where do I start?

Sign up for the programme using this link with a monthly or annual membership:

www.threepillarsofhealth.co.uk/12-week-rehab-to-fitness. Please get in touch with vanessa@threepillarsofhealth.co.uk if
you’d like more information. Vanessa Mansergh

Goring Hardware - What we do differently
From plastic-free products to refillables and responsibly-sourced
wood, here’s what your local hardware shop is doing to be more
sustainable...

‘It’s key, it’s key going forward, for the younger generation.’ J
That’s Danusia McDonald, owner of Goring Hardware, speaking [
about why she pursues sustainability as a business goal. She
showed me around her shop, eager to give GGN readers an
insight into what she’s doing to reduce the environmental
impact of her business.

‘We’ve recently introduced Faith in Nature and Ecover. Faith
in Nature is UK-based and offers plastic-free body care products.
We've also introduced a whole eco range with cleaning brushes.
With compost bins, you've got your plastic ones, but now
I've moved away from that and they’re recyclable or made of
bamboo. Another example: our shopping bags, lunch boxes and
cups come from Eco Chic, a UK company. Their products contain recycled materials and they try to be more sustainable.
We also sell bamboo socks, which have a lower synthetic content.

‘It's very much in the forefront of my mind,’ she says, ‘and also trying to support UK-based companies.” Danusia tells me
there’s a clear reason why she’s so keen to do things differently: ‘At the end of the day we’ve got to support each other.’

However, she’s honest with me about the challenges they face in the sector: ‘We stock over 10,000 items, so sustainability
is difficult. A lot of manufacturers use plastics, supplies often come in plastic and tin; if they are chemicals, they have to
be stored carefully to be chemically stable. We are limited. As and where we can, we introduce and change. However, an
aspect of that is that it’s probably more expensive because of the economics of recycling.’

When it comes to customer service, Danusia says they try to reduce their environmental impact by using biodegradable
bags at checkout, or by wrapping items like bird seed, nuts and fat balls in paper bags. She tries to nudge customers in the
right direction by selling products like glass jars and bottles instead of plastic ones, and by making sure Goring Hardware
supplies items like firewood from responsible sources only. But, she says, sometimes there just aren’t any sustainable
alternatives available on the market.

She’d love to sell some products, but sometimes suppliers have minimum orders that exceed the shop’s capacity:
sometimes sellers want me to stock thousands of units and I just can’t do that, so it’s economics of scale at the end of
the day.’ She also notes that matching online competition is also a factor she has to consider. I'm very open to customers
making suggestions,’” she says, adding that she particularly values what younger people think: Tve got two boys and they
are informing me all the time, saying ‘have you looked at different ways of doing things?” Dan Gordon-Potts

Danusia at Goring Hardware

See also Garden Design Company Award article on Page 39
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davistate.com 01491873 456 goring@davistate.com

Google

Rated Excellent

A home, a dream, a lifestyle.

We've been trusted to sell and let property in the communities we serve for over 30 years.

Z davis tate

Not all plumbers

il L
\ 7)@
are created equal.

" HEATING SOLUTIONS

Same-day, fixed price, local heating &
plumbing services you can count on!

Boiler Installation, o| Heat Pump Design, 1t Central Heating & General Plumbing
E Service & Repair Installation & Service Radiators C&g Works
M 01491521561 premierheatingsolutions.co.uk /Site &

‘Excellent friendly
service, very
professional and
reasonably priced. I'd

highly recommend.’ Which?
Tori Yates, Google Review Trusted Trader

summ?t
ladscapes

Goring
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An evening with Kit Duffield (or is it Chris Russell?)

The Friends of Goring Library are very pleased that Chris Russell (or is it Kit Duffield?) will be giving a talk for us on
Wednesday 5 February at the Village Café.

Chris Russell grew up in Goring, going to the Primary School and Langtree. He is now a published author, on the verge
of completing his sixth book. Under the name Chris Russell he has written a popular trilogy of young adult novels Songs
About a Girl. In 2024, his debut adult novel Pretty Little Thing was released under the pseudonym Kit Duffield, a creepy
psychological thriller which became an instant Amazon bestseller.

Chris is also a founding member of pop/rock band The Lightyears, who formed at Langtree School and have gone on to
tour the world, share a stage with members of Queen and The Who and perform at Wembley Stadium and Glastonbury
—and of course Goring and Streatley’s very own Gap Festival!

Tickets cost £8 and can be bought from the library or online at EventBrite (search Chris Russell). Doors open at 6.30pm
with refreshments available to purchase. Talk starts at 7pm. All profits from the talk will go to the Friends of Goring
Library.

Jacqui Gray
Chair, Friends of Goring Library

Rock star turned author to speak at Library event
Ahead of Chris’s visit to Goring, I had the opportunity to talk to him
about his new book, Pretty Little Thing, and delve ‘behind the scenes’. As
he shared his journey with me, his gratitude for all the opportunities his
career has created shone through. Despite his covetable fame and success,
he kept stripping it back to what is truly important. He talked about
visiting schools and meeting children with the same spirited ambition he
had at that age, the unbreakable bond with his bandmates, which has
fuelled their music for 30 years and counting, and how much he values
maintaining a connection with where he grew up.

Although Chris seems to have lived two lives, as a musician and as an
author, everything appears to be interwoven. He always loved writing.
After reading The Hobbit as a young boy, he proceeded to write a story
called The Dark Tower, constructing it into a physical book, complete
with a front cover and a barcode at the back. But it was choosing an
alternative path which in turn drew him back to writing. After a few years
touring the world and living the full rockstar experience as a member of
The Lightyears, one of his bandmates turned to him and said: ‘why don’t
you write a novel about all this?” Writing a novel about his adventures
with the band had not crossed his mind but he grasped the idea with both
hands. His first novel, Mockstars, was born out of his real-life tour diaries:
a collection of both incredible memories and the sort of scrapes which
may not be so funny at the time but end up being ‘for the plot’. Describing
ideas as simply popping into his brain, his second endeavour was a boy-

band-meets-girl trilogy, again
drawing on inspiration from his
musical career. He even wrote and
released a song under the name
of his fictional band, Fire&Lights.
His most recent novel, which he
describes as ‘Baby Reindeer meets
The Haunting of Hill House’, takes
a very different direction. After
sticking closely to what he knew
with Mockstars and Songs About A
Girl, Chris decided to try his hand
at the blood-curdling thrillers he
had always loved. Asking him
| where he drew his inspiration, he
described his book as a marriage
of the domestic noir of Gillian
Flynn’s Gone Girl, a subgenre of
crime fiction, and the gothic ghost
story tradition of Shirley Jackson’s

January 2025 17



Landscapes

Neil Aldridge )

EST. 1990 —
Specialist in: TANDOORI RESTAURANT

Fencing, patios, decking, turfing, »

hedgecutting, and all aspects of landscaping

FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED

CONTACT NEIL ON
01491 684212

email: neil @ neilaldridge.com
www.neilaldridge.com

ButleriéProctor Ltd.
Building Contractors

{ New builds, extensions and alterations
Project management and all associated trades

:‘-"“ AL TR “ ”

High Street, Goring
01491 875078 / 872796
www.masooms.co.uk

Open every day 5.30-10pm (10.30pm on Fri/Sat)

Sat & Sun 12-2
0 1 49 1 6 8 2 7 5 5 For take::vay: ourr:ier on;;if::e or call

The Old Forge Yard ¢ Main Street *« Checkendon * Oxon

thre%s Gavin Sweeten,

.
: ExquisiTE BATHROOMS
PILATES, WELLNESS &

COMMUNITY

A bespoke service, specialising in all aspects of
bathroom installation, giving you the reassurance
of attention to every detail and a superb quality finish.
An exquisite bathroom.

8 Better Movement
&, Posture,
s Croup Classes, 1:1s,

: 4 Online programmes 4 \
ORI
Vanessa Mansergh m.07906 186912 07905 531879
APPI Clinical Pilates & Cancer Rehab Instructor gavin@imakebathrooms.co.uk

threepillarsofhealth.co.uk

CHOR.

FUANG THE

THAI BLUEBERRY

GASTRO

Visit the Blueberry Pub on London Road, Blewbury for a taste explosion of fantastic wood fired pizzas
and authentic Thai Gastro cuisine,
Real ales, Great lagers and an amazing range of wines and extensive spirits to choose from.
See our website for the latest events and deals including how to become a VIP Gold card holder for free.

Now serving lunches 7 days a week including a NON Thai pub lunch range from 12 to 2.30.
Evening Thai and pizzas from 5pm. Takeaways for pizza and Thai are also available.

For reservations call — 01235 850296 Thai Gastro 01235 850388 www.the-blueberry.co.uk ww.chormuangthai.com
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novels. Pretty Little Thing follows the story of Beckett Ryan returning to
her hometown to bury her parents, where she is met with coldness from YOU DIDN'T FORGET ME
all the inhabitants apart from one: a woman who she has never met P
before now claiming to be her childhood best friend. Naturally, I had to DID YOU?
ask whether Beckett’s ‘childhood home’ was based at all on Chris’ own
childhood home, but, as one would expect, Goring does not lend itself so | -
well to a creepy, crumbling horror-story setting...

The change in genre was so remarkable he decided to publish under
a different name. I was curious to find out whether Chris had needed
to completely overhaul his approach to writing. He responded that,
whilst adult fiction can be more complex, and thrillers are particularly
unforgiving, as readers don’t want a slow, meandering read, he was able
to carry forward the lessons he learned from his previous books. The

plot of his young-adult fiction is driven by the intense and unpredictable
emotion of teenage love. This is not so distant from the compulsive
and fast-paced storyline of a thriller, but the latter evokes a different

emotion: fear. His aim was to write a story so disturbing you can’t bear to
read on, yet so gripping that you can’t put it down.

It was a privilege to talk to someone who has not only worked hard
for their dreams but achieved them. When asked what advice he would
give to someone following their own ambitions, Chris confessed that
there is no such thing as ‘making it.” You always have to keep putting in
the work, and that’s exactly what Chris is doing. He is currently close to

finishing his second thriller, which he plans to publish next Autumn, as
well as constantly mulling over ideas for his next breakthrough.

Sophie Doornik K I T D U F F I E L D

Going Forward Buses need you!

In case you’re new to the village you may not know about Going Forward Buses. We are a not-for-profit Community
Interest Company running scheduled bus services mostly in South Oxfordshire, established in January 2017, based in
Goring. We have six 14-16 seater minibuses which can be driven by anyone with D1 entitlement on their driving licence. If
you passed your driving test before January 1997 and are less than 70 years old you should already have it! We really need
some help now to keep things going (forward!). Please have a look through the requirements below and contact us if you
would like to know more. Initially the best way is via email to littlebluebus@yahoo.com

Drivers: We are always happy to have a chat with anyone who might be interested in joining our team of volunteers
and paid drivers. We're particularly interested in the possibility of running services on Saturdays but this would need to be
a regular commitment! We’d also love it if a lady driver would join our team.

Administration: We are looking for anyone who has a keen interest in helping us to maintain a reliable bus service for
the passengers who depend on them. Can you help us do any/all of the following (as a volunteer or paid)?

* maintain a good rapport with all drivers and establish efficient and effective ways of communicating with them,

making sure a driver is available for all scheduled services.

* assist our Technical Advisor Driver to arrange appropriate maintenance and servicing of the vehicles.

* help us communicate through social media and maintain the company website.

* use Microsoft Word and Excel spreadsheets... extremely helpful for a number of tasks we have to complete, including

reporting monthly usage statistics (used to claim reimbursement for concessionary pass journeys).

* plan and organise special trips from time to time.

* help with responding to telephone enquiries on the ‘bus hotline’ and with producing publicity including printed

timetables (currently using Vistaprint), bus stop timetables, posters etc.

* investigate and follow up appropriate possible sources of grant funding. Liaise with Parish, Town, District and County

Councils over issues of interest to the company.

* and anything else you can think of that would be helpful!

Parking for a minibus: We are always on the lookout for somewhere safe ‘off road’ locally where we could park one
(or more!) of our 14-seater minibuses. The approximate dimensions are length 23ft (7m), width 7.5ft (2.3m) and height
8.2ft (2.5m). We are happy to discuss a rental payment for the space. If you think you might be able to help, or can point
us in the direction of someone who might have a suitable space, please do contact us.

We very much look forward to hearing from you!

Mike Ward
Managing Director
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Moss Removal & :

Roof Maintenance & Repairs

,_Render & Brickwork Cleaning

"Patio Cleaning e
Installation of Bird Protection” |
Chimney Cowl Installation

with our quahty assured friendly service
mfo@fr@ssmator co.uk - 01491 714009

Join us for a 2 Course Luncheon in 2025
Members £24 Visitors £27 Children £12
Valid January and February 2025

Please email events@goringgolf.co.uk
Call 01491873229

THE GRANGE
RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

RESPITE RESIDENTIAL DAYCARE

FAMILY RUN SINCE 1985

01491 872 853

For more info call or email thegrange@goringcarehomes.com

www.goringcarehomes.com

PROUDLY INDEPENDENT

Larkmead ®#

VETs T &

g < '{. 01491 651379
& www.larkmead.co.uk

® 07360277998
CARING FOR PETS Didcotr &=
iggg?sp;glwmsﬁ : Great Western Park
Cholsey*
OXFORDSHIRE N r
& BEYOND b &

@ f¥

Sutton Courtenay
Wantage (coming soon)

*with hospital facilities

DANCE CONNECTION STUDIOS
7 Bushell’s Business Park,
Wallingford, OX10 9DD
www.dance-connection.co.uk
enquiries@dance-connection.co.uk

Full range of classes for 18 months — Adults
Ballet * Tap * Modern * Tech Jazz * Musical
Theatre * Acrobatics * Melody Movement *
Contact us for a FREE WEEKS PASS
Venue also available to hire
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News from the 2" Goring & Streatley Scout Group

Scout and wolf cub sleepover 2024
The wolf cub and scout annual sleepover is held in different
scout huts or village halls each year. This November, the
sleepover was held at Whitchurch Village Hall with 32 scouts
and wolf cubs attending. In the afternoon, they gathered at the
village hall before setting off on an eight mile hike up to Goring
Heath, across the field footpaths to Upper Gatehampton, over
hills and dells down to Gatehampton, then through Hartslock
Wood back to Whitchurch, arriving back just as it started to
get dark. Then into the hall to sort out their kit and prepare
for a supper of fish and chips, delivered by Skip. The rest of
the evening involved an indoor campfire and then two current
popular films selected by the scouts and wolf cubs, complete
with popcorn.

Then to bed, sleeping on the hall floor. Then up in the morning, exercises, breakfast and clearing away, hall thoroughly
cleaned with parents arriving to collect the scouts and wolf cubs at 10am. They all had a great time and are looking
forward to next year’s sleepover. '

Bob-a-job 2024

The scouts, wolf cubs and beavers were busy doing bob-a-job during the autumn
half term. Some exciting jobs were undertaken as the attached photo shows and
some very complimentary comments were received from those who provided the
jobs. Highest earner this year was beaver Oliver Kew who earned £99 doing 17 jobs
for 13 different families; two wolf cubs earned £80 and £70 and sister and brother
Grace and Teddy Armitage earned £66 each, all doing many jobs for different
families in their neighbourhoods.

Bob-a-job has been running in scouting since 1916 and was the idea of Baden-
Powell, to give the youngsters a work ethic, doing a good job for different families
in their area. Bob-a-job is one of our Scout Group’s main fund-raisers and, most
importantly, it is our young members having to put in the effort for their Scout
Group.

Active Beaver badge: singing and music making
For the Active Beaver badge, each beaver had to learn a song to sing to the other
beavers, also to learn three traditional campfire songs, then they had to make a
musical instrument. This year it was a box guitar, which came in all shapes and
sizes, the elastic strings providing the strumming chords. Then at the beavers’
Christmas Bash, the beavers formed the new boy band ‘Beavers Aloud’. With only
a very short practice they presented their version of Jingle Bell Rock to the parents
and family members attending the Christmas Bash.

This concluded the Active Beaver badge and all beavers were awarded with their |
badge along with three recently joined beavers who had gained and been awarded
their Safe Beaver badge Well done to all the beavers.

Preparing for the hike

Bob-a-job

Beavers and guitars

Kew, who has attended all meetings, took part and supported all organised activities
B and church parades, gaining a total 87 points to be the winner. Second was Beaver Tom
; : Farrell with 67 points and third was Lodge Leader Jack Tessendorf with 61 points.
. The Wolf Cub of the Year was Six Seconder Evie Beagley and Scout of the Year Patrol
Seconder Oscar Parkinson-Hill.
David Cooksley
Group Scout Master
27 Goring & Streatley Scout Group 07789 938291

Beaver of the year
Photo: Donna Kew
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Streatley Parish Council — 2024 Review

With full team councillor strength regained early in the year, together with a new clerk and West Berkshire Council
(WBCQ) liaison by Laura Coyle, Streatley Parish Council has been busy addressing the variety of challenges to preserve and
maintain the environment in which we enjoy our lives. Our firm mandate, to mitigate necessary change and conserve

the assets which have been inherited from days gone by, means that most of the tasks have become routine, aside from
necessary attention to the few unacceptable activities and any proposals which occasionally emerge.

Grey cabinets
A case in point is the recent installation of grey cabinets adjacent to the old bus shelter at
the crossroads. Virgin Media are installing new fibre optic cables throughout the village

as part of the government-backed initiative to provide competition in the fibre optic
transmission business before data transmission via the old copper cables is terminated in
2027. Installation is therefore in our interest, although the colour and size of cabinets may
be challenged. We are working with West Berkshire Council Highways (WBCH) to reduce
the impact of the connection cabinets as far as possible, whilst acknowledging that they
are a necessary part of the new system. We understand they will be changed.

Gas mains
Through the summer school holidays, the gas mains sleeving work was finally completed.
In summer 2023, the pipes under the approach roads to the crossroads were sleeved and
new connections installed by Southern Gas Networks (SGN). Through the winter and
spring months, Streatley suffered emergency closures of the High Street due to detected leaks sufficient to cause me to
predict, at the Parish Assembly in 24 May, that we had ‘to brace ourselves for pipe sleeving along the length of the High
Street at some unknown point to prevent further occurrences.” The reduced traffic period in the 2024 summer holidays
saw the work performed. Unfortunately, as these things happen, the surface to the crossroads, newly laid in March (due
to excessive potholing), was re-excavated to accommodate the gas works. Hopefully there will be no more emergency
closures by SGN, now that the upgrade has been completely finished.

Tip: When notified, SPC will publish advance notice but recommend viewing of the https://uk.one.network website map
for upcoming road disruptions (typically in school holidays).

‘Scar’ on Holies
As I look up to the ‘scar’ across the Holies, caused by the need for SSEN to replace poles and cables, I do believe I can
detect the softening of the edges as the vegetation grows back and surfaces weather — probably next growing season will
see a return back to a more natural view. For those who like the cleared ‘footpath’, I recommend regular use to prevent a
full covering once again, as it is unlikely to be regularly cleared.

As a parish council, we have no authority to prevent such utility work, indeed we need to be supportive if utilities are
to be maintained or enhanced - I read of price reductions regarding fibre optic services for example. What we can do, is
ensure our views are considered to minimise the impact of the intrusive works and installations.

Parking
Working with WBCH, the culmination of multiple surveys conducted over several
years provided evidence to support an adjustment to parking bay length at the
west end of the High Street early in 2024. To date, the feedback has been positive
with Goring-bound traffic now afforded a better view of uphill-bound traffic flow,
enabling better decision making regarding whether to proceed. As through-traffic
increases, reflecting the scale of housing developments to the north and south of
Streatley, passage through the village is going to maintain a degree of frustration,
balancing limited road width and the need for parking facilities. We will review as
the years pass.

Meanwhile, a plea for drivers not to park on the pavements as this restricts the
passage of pedestrians, especially people with small children and pushchairs.

Road speed and weight limits

Another traffic issue is speeding. The Parish Council has funded and supports the
speed awareness initiatives, including signage and speed detection equipment
operated by volunteers. In addition, there is support both for an 18T weight
restriction and a reduced speed limit on the B4009, Streatley Hill, notably at the
National Trust car park and golf course crossing point. We are in discussions with e
WBC Road Safety Department on these topics and will persevere to understand the overall most suitable proposals for
adoption. We hear that WBC will be considering the proposals in the upcoming financial year.

Electric vehicle re-charging

You may have noticed the installation of EV charge points on the High Street, adjacent to the meadow. There will be two
bollards enabling re-charging of four vehicles at a time. Charging is through a private company at commercial rates and we
will observe with interest the extent to which the system is used.
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Planning

Then there are the planning applications — a low number but all of which deserve the attention
we provide. In this respect, the Parish Council fulfils the role of a neighbour, addressing the view
from the public spaces and any imposition on the parish as a whole. Parish councils do not have
the authority to grant or reject applications; that rests with WBC Planning Department with
process auditing by the Planning Inspectorate. On the few occasions when the Parish Council
raises objections, we always state reasons and offer suggestions as to solutions to overcome
issues if possible. Most applications raise no issues which, we believe, is a reflection of the
residents’ desire to maintain the village’s rural and historic image, thus underpinning the Council
mandate.

Recreation grounds

Through this year, the Recreation Ground has received a degree of attention, with removal

of a number of perimeter trees due to natural decay. After the summer growing season, the

gaps are closed and adjacent vegetation flourishing. At the end of the summer, the old storage
container was also removed. With no solid proposals for further use, the cabin departed. General
maintenance was conducted to the fenced play area with weed clearance and fence replacement
performed directly by councillors, and overall grounds maintenance arranged via contractors.

Other assets

Meanwhile, the routine business of managing the village common assets receives attention. We

have 30 streetlights gradually undergoing replacement by lower-cost LED lamps, 12 roadside

salt bins requiring replenishment, a small acreage of land, a bus stop shelter, phone box, benches & -

gates and barriers all needing addressing — and dog bins do need emptying! EV charging point
Although WBC addresses the road cleaning general services, there is always that last bit that

seems to be missed. The last 5% of rubbish needs a detailed manual effort and only with the help of Streatley residents

can this be achieved. Please be ready to volunteer this spring to walk the roadsides of our village to clear the final rubbish

— you’ll be amazed what items and volume is collected. We need more than the 12 volunteers who assisted last Spring!

Crime prevention

Fortunately, Streatley continued to be a low crime area in 2024 although there have been incidents of burglary, car theft
and unacceptable behaviour reported to Thames Valley Police (TVP) over the year. The Parish Council liaises with TVP
to share information and offer proposals when considered useful. Eyes wide open is a good policy for the community,
observing, noting and reporting any strange activity. TVP have offered to provide a presentation on crime in the region,
their efforts to curtail unwanted activities and what the public can do for prevention. We ask that you contact the parish
council if you are interested in such a presentation.

Floods

Floods featured last spring following a number of storms filling the Thames upper reaches. The Parish Council owns a
number of flood defence equipment items (pump, sand bags etc), available for use by residents in an emergency and
supports the ongoing preventative initiatives with WBC and Thames Water to conduct works, adopt procedures and
provide information regarding control of the river. There are no quick fixes but our voice is heard along with other
riverside parishes, to assist adoption of best practices. This work continues.

Budgeting

So far this year we have maintained services and provisions marginally under budget — which reflects a degree of accurate
estimating last year together with a limited number of incidents covered by contingencies. The underspend will be
transferred to the funds put by to eventually replace assets, mainly on the Recreation Ground. Accounts were published in
24 April followed by a positive audit report.

Christmas
The torchlight carol service in The Meadow proved a success again at the end of 2024. All credit to Ian and the team, in
which SPC played a part. We hope the funds will assist with the good works performed in the villages.

Has anyone admired the coordinated warm-white (ie yellowish) Christmas lights which the residents of our northern
neighbours have adopted along the Wallingford Road? As a collective, the vision has become more magical as the displays
have developed to a single common theme. A year ago, we raised a similar idea with residents adjacent to Streatley
crossroads and continue to support the proposal.

...and so to 2025

No doubt the coming year will throw up challenges and opportunities for us but our ongoing mandate remains clear.
As a voluntary organisation, the Parish Council conducts services for, and on behalf of, the community — approximately
850 residents. We get together for official monthly meetings and via all the usual communication facilities. We live in
the village and share the common desire to maintain Streatley appropriately. Please feel free to raise concerns either by
meeting attendance or via our website and emails.

Colin Smith
Chairman, Streatley Parish Council
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How clean is our river in the Goring Gap? — the results GorinG cap Pl

In the introductory article in GGN October 2024 Page 27 we reported some initial results from
the Water Quality Monitoring study undertaken between May and September 2024. This article
provides more results now we have analysed the data. We have studied the levels of pollution  gFNVIRGNMENTAL ORCANISATION
(two types of bacteria) and the correlation of bacterial levels with rainfall and river levels data,

over the five-month period. Twenty local volunteers agreed to take part in this first local citizen science study to determine
the level of faecal bacterial pollution present in the river. During this process, another environmental group, Thames21,
discovered our plans and asked if we would join forces. They needed the same data we wanted from the Goring area

and also our ready-made volunteer force. We agreed and the collaboration turned out to have considerable advantages

as we benefitted from their experience of having done this type of work before in other areas. The principal goal of the
Thames21 study was the assessment of water quality between Pangbourne Meadows and Goring, in order that Pangbourne
Meadows could qualify for Designated Bathing Water Status (DBWS), a designation which could bring recreational benefits
to the community, such as daily monitoring of the bathing conditions by the EA during their ‘bathing season’ of 15 May

_ "\"Q‘ - end of September. The two species of bacteria monitored

/\ W for this purpose are those which have the most potential to
affect human health, Escherichia coli (E. coli) and Intestinal
Enterococci (IE) which are indicators of biological pollution
recognised by the Environment Agency (EA) and, therefore,
the bacteria GGEO had chosen to monitor.

On specific days, but different ones each week, for 20 weeks
between 16 May and 24 September, water was collected from
four local sampling sites. The first location (A) was upstream
of the discharge pipe from Goring Sewage Treatment Works
(GSTW) near Withymead Nature Reserve on the border of
Goring and South Stoke. We selected this location to serve as
a ‘control’ site to provide baseline data for pollution flowing
into the Goring Gap from upstream. The other three sites
were located downstream of GSTW (the Leathern Bottel car
park — site B), Ferry Lane (C) downstream of Streatley STW
and Beale Park (D) downstream of Lower Basildon STW
(Thames21 recruited volunteers to monitor their two sites

at Pangbourne Meadows and Sulham Brook, Pangbourne).
500ml samples were collected in sterile bottles using an aseptic protocol and stored in a light-proof cooler bag to avoid the
samples deteriorating, which were collected by an overnight courier who delivered them to a UKAS government-approved
microbiology laboratory for analysis the next morning.

There are three stand-out results:
1) When rainfall was at typical levels, water quality for both E. coli and Intestinal Enterococci met EA
standards for ‘Good’ or ‘Sufficient’ water quality (see graphs).

The EA has the convention of presenting the various levels of bacteria in river water to the public as four band
designations from ‘Excellent’ (the highest, cleanest water quality), ‘Good’ (generally good water quality), ‘Sufficient’ (water
meets the minimum standard) to ‘Poor’ (does not meet the minimum standard). For E. coli, ‘Good’ is <1,000 bacteria/
100ml and ‘Poor’ is >1,000. For IE it’s different with ‘Good’ being <400 and ‘Poor’ >400.

2) Extremely heavy
rainfall experienced two 1400
days before samples were
taken at week 20 resulted 1200
in massive spikes of E.
coli levels in all four sites
which were up to 240
times higher than the
average scores for all the
previous weeks. This can
be seen in the bar chart. The
vertical axes had to be broken
to change scales otherwise they
would have needed to be about
80 times higher than they are
here and this A4 page would
have needed to be maybe 20 —o— E.coli (EC) MPN/100mI —e— Enterococe cfu/100m|
times longer to accommodate - - - - Enterococci Sufficient Threshold - - - - E.coli Sufficient Threshold
it. Interestingly, the highest —a— Rainfall (mm)

Water sampling, Ferry Lane Photo. Ron Bridle
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levels of E. coli recorded on that day was at
site A, the green control location upstream 80,000
of Goring STW, showing that the bacterial Concentration of E.Coli in the River Thames
pollution didn’t come from discharges from . at 4 sampling points between

the overflow storm pipes at our two local "o South Stoke (A) - Beale Park (D)
treatment works downstream of this point. between May - September 2024
However, Cholsey STW, 4.5km upstream
of sample point A, was spilling for 30.25
hours prior to sampling and Benson STW Bl A- upstream of Withymead NR
further upstream was spilling for 38.3 hours B - Leatherne Bottel

during the same period. The EA's Monthly B c-FerryLane

Water Situation Report for September 2024 . D - Beale Park

states that ‘The Thames area experienced
its wettest month since records began in
1871. Overall, the Thames area received
193mm of rainfall during the monthand | || soviiin DSORTIVSTUURUUOTOISTURRION N ST
over a third of this fell on just two days,

22 and 23 September.” Also, the highest 800
rainfall recorded during this period by the
EAs Cleeve Lock rainfall monitor was on 22
September at 38.21mm, two days before
the last samples were collected on week 20
on the 24 September. (Goring STW has one

storm tank with a capacity of 345,000 litres. I I I I

Streatley STW has no storm tank). 0 I | 1

3) There were two significantly T 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1112 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
high spikes of E. coli during weeks 15 o sy August September
and 16 at site C, Ferry Lane, as seen R —_—
on the bar chart, when there was no
rainfall at all during the three days preceding these two sampling days. (NB: The rainfall line on the bar
chart shows the average rainfall over the preceding seven days so doesn’t show this three-day dry period). The reason for
these relatively high spikes is currently the subject of an investigation we have instigated with Thames Water. One possible
explanation is that the samples were taken about 2m downstream from the footbridge over the confluence of the mill
stream which runs past the Ferry Lane sewage pumping station (this is documented as having a discharge outlet, but unlike

e Sewage treatment works, pumping stations are not fitted with real-time
flow sensors which record the start and stop times of all spills). Later this
year we are planning a follow-up study when we will periodically test
the water quality up and downstream of this pumping station to check
¥ if we can prove if this is the source of the pollution or not. Overall, the

| rainfall for weeks 1 — 19 was generally unremarkable for this period of
the year. Heavy rainfall has been shown to increase bacterial pollution
in rivers and it also increases agricultural chemical pollutants, eg
nitrates and phosphates, due to run-off, which is accentuated when the
river runs through a valley. We, however, are unable to determine the
source of bacteria we collected, although this is now possible with more
sophisticated techniques.

At present, sewage is legally only treated to environmental and not
public health standards under the conditions of the Bathing Water
designation. Climate change is likely to continue to trigger extreme and
sporadic weather events, such as heavy rainfall, so improvements to
sewage treatment works and storm storage capacity are needed urgently (Goring STW is listed by Thames Water as being
due to meet all government targets for storm overflows by 2035 — 2040. Streatley STW is not on the list).

Acknowledgments:

This monitoring programme was part-funded by Mend the Gap and conducted in partnership with Thames21 led by Aggie
Hodges, who has produced a 29-page technical report of the whole study. The trustees of GGEO would like to thank the
20 or so local volunteers who underwent training and collected 80 water samples over the five months, and particularly
GGEOQ’s scientific water quality team of Dr Lotte Meteyard, Jonathan Dewsbury and Steve Rock for undertaking the
statistical analysis of the samples from GGEQ’s four sites and creating the bar chart.

40,000

g
8

E. Coli (cfu/100mi)

Excellent

—
(wiw) jlejurey abeiany

Ron Bridle,
Trustee, Goring Gap Environmental Organisation
See previous article on P27 October GGN
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The Arcade, H'Lgh Street,
Goring on Thames,
Oxon, RG8 gAY 01491873019
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QUALITY KITCHENS
PRACTICAL BATHROOMS
STYLISH BEDROOMS

SUPPLY ® DESIGN @ INSTALLATION

Howard Chadwick
Funeral Service

Established 1991

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service are here to support and
guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991 in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available 24 hours a
day by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

- Floral Tributes

- Memorial Masonry

- Home Visits

- Prepaid Funeral Plans

+ 24 Hour Service

+ Bereavement Advice

- Transparent Pricing

- Private Chapel of Rest

Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, OX10 BED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com

|= Funeral Partners @

BOUTIQUE HAIR SALON
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© ! oreenartoxford Www.greenart.co.uk
\ green_art_garden_design E | info@greenart.co.uk

GreenArt in Goring

Whether it's creating a sophisticated outdoor room for relaxing and entertaining,
an accessible garden to enjoy in retirement or a fun, family space that attracts and
sustains wildlife, the team at GreenArt takes great pride in everything we do.
We provide everything you need to create and enjoy your dream garden — from bespoke
design, landscaping and planting to ongoing garden care and development.
Based in Wallingford, we've been designing and building fabulous gardens
across Berkshire and Oxfordshire for over 25 years. We have all the
experience, skills and expertise needed to give you complete peace

of mind. So ask yourself, what could we do for you?

Call us now on 01491 280447 to find out more.

@art

GARDEN DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING

26

January 2025



Next Goring Repair Café — plus a new ‘Clothes Exchange’ event

Your next free repair service will take place in Goring Village Hall on Saturday 1 February 10am-
12.30pm - and it’s a special one this time!

Repair Café - Following the last-minute cancellation of the 7 December event due to the
dangerously high winds of Storm Darragh, up to 18 unpaid volunteer repairers will be GORING
assembled again on 1 February. With their wide variety of skills, and each with their own work REPAIR
station and tools, they will try their best to fix anything you bring in. The Goring Repair Café CAFE
has a success rate of about 70% of products fully working again after repair, or at least partially
working, so it’s well worth a visit. In addition to the repairers, there are ten support staff :
; . ) . Goring-on-Thames

who will register your products and allocate them to the most appropriate repairer, as well as 07789 871620
undertaking other tasks, including providing refreshments for you in Café Belléme.

All local residents and visitors from surrounding villages are welcome to bring in up to two items, eg bikes, buggies,
lamps, fans, toasters, toys, vacuum cleaners, food mixers, textiles, computers, phones, other small electrical and non-
electrical products, small leather and wooden items and small pieces of furniture, along with kitchen knives and other
blades for sharpening. If you haven’t been to the Repair Café before, there is a video, photographs and more information
about what happens there on our website www.goringrepaircafe.info (When you open it, click on the logo to start the
video — and check you have your sound on and click to see it full screen).

Clothes Exchange - This will be the first of a planned series of exchange events to take place y > -
at the back of the village hall in the Garden Room at the same time as the Repair Cafés. This first Exc" AN GE \
one is for ‘clothes and accessories’, but future ones may be focussed on other items that can have |_& F N

a useful second life, eg toys, bikes and buggies and books. So, if you would like to refresh your A ~ ATTHE L _,:‘"
wardrobe with new clothing or accessories, and have any ‘nearly new’ clothing (lady’s, men’s or : FEPAlR CAFE,"

children’s) and/or accessories you no longer need, bring them along between 9.00-9.30am on 1
February to exchange. (Please only bring clean items which are in good — excellent condition). As S
obviously we don’t want anything left over at the end, the exchange idea only works on a one-in, CLOTHES & ACCESSORIES
one-out basis, and we cannot therefore accept bulk donations. Doors open to the public at 10am

and details of exactly how this event will work, along with the T&Cs and FAQs are in the new ‘Exchange’ section of the
Repair Café website www.goringrepaircafe.info

Why is this important? - Exchanging (swapping) is a well-established and sustainable way
of acquiring good quality pre-used products. Like repairing things, this avoids unnecessary
consumption and carbon emissions produced in the manufacture and transportation of new
products. By exchanging clothes, for instance, you can save money, avoid waste and reduce
demand for finite raw materials. Globally, the fashion industry is the second most polluting industry after the oil and gas
sector and responsible for 1.2 billion tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions annually, about 10% of the total emissions. The
UK is one of the most wasteful countries in Europe, throwing away over 200,000 tonnes of textiles every year. The Goring
Repair Café, and now these exchange events, are important environmental projects run by the local charity, Goring Gap
Environmental Organisation (GGEO), to reduce waste, reduce climate change and increase sustainability.

If you bring along items for repair or take away items at the exchange event, we welcome any voluntary donations
to cover the cost of the hall hire and other expenses. If you don’t have anything to be fixed or clothes or accessories to
exchange at this time, you are still very welcome to pop in to have a look at what happens in the village hall every other
month — and you can enjoy having a chat and a sit down with a coffee or tea and some wonderful homemade cake. If
you have any questions, that are not on the website or would like to help at these new exchange events, please email
ronbridle@btinternet.com Thank you.

GORING GAP

ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATION

Ron Bridle

£60,000 available in grants for performing arts in South Oxfordshire
A new £60,000 Performing Arts grant scheme, run by South Oxfordshire District Council will open for applications on 3
February 2025.

The scheme is open to voluntary and community organisations in South Oxfordshire, who will be able to apply for a
minimum of £500 and up to a maximum of £5,000 in funding for projects that improve community wellbeing across the
district.

The grant aims to enhance the cultural landscape of South Oxfordshire by providing a financial boost to projects that
help improve the quality of life of people living in the district, through projects that have a significant impact on the
community.

The grant scheme closes at midday on 3 March 2025. More information about the grant scheme can be found on
the council’s website southoxon.gov.uk/grants and organisations can contact the Community Arts team by email
performingartsgrants@southandvale.gov.uk for support.
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GeoffreyCole

A personal service for all your accounting and taxation needs

Personal Tax Returns Xero and Sage Specialists Corporate Structuring

Annual Accounts Rental Property Matters
Company Formation To arrange a free initial meeting please Auditing

Business Start Ups call us on 0118 984 1556 or email post@geoffreycole.co.uk VAT

Capital Gains Tax Share Option Arrangement
Company Taxation Taxation Planning and Advice

V%. / ICAEW
W cHarTEreD Yy sage
4, ACCOUNTANTS

www.geoffreycole.co.uk

GARAGE

LONG ESTABLISHED QUALITY
Family Run Garage in Woodcote Since 1979

s s All Makes of Cars & Small Vans Serviced and
‘ Repaired, Painted & MOT-Tested.
Including JAGUAR Cars.

_ Contact Terry * Lee or Janet. on 01491-680286
THE BATHROOM Email tscars@live.co.uk
= e . Web Address tscars-woodcote.co.uk

W.A. HINE & SON LTD

Established 1955

491 377 272

BUILDERS
NIl  CONTRACTORS
AND DECORATORS

Telephone: (01491) 872433
Email: wahineandson@yahoo.co.uk

33 WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, READING RG8 OHL
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www.wahineandsonltd.co.uk

Creatlve Catering

ALL EVENT CATERING
WEDDINGS, WAKES, GARDEN
07827926123 PARTIES, BUSINESS LUNCHES &

PIG ROASTS
Moulsford 01235 850342

SHEILA 07743368373
Based in Gatehampton Road, Goring. FB Creativecateringblewbury

Sports Therapy
Sports and Rehabilitation Massage

Jeremy Waite MSMA, MISRM

www.sports-solutions.net

Jeremy@sports-solutions.net

www.creative-caterer.co.uk
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Access and safety improvements coming to Goring and Streatley

MIGGS expect three schemes to be completed early this year that will improve countryside access and road safety in
Goring and Streatley. The schemes are designed primarily to help elderly and disabled people but will also benefit other
pedestrians, especially parents with pushchairs and young children.

Station Road pedestrian priority lane

A 1m wide pedestrian priority lane, or ‘virtual footpath’, will be marked along the north side of Station Road between
existing pavements at Red Cross Road and Belléme Mews in which pedestrians, when present, will have clear priority over
all other road users. For this purpose, a ‘pedestrian’ includes a person in a wheelchair or mobility scooter.

The scheme is a trial that will be made permanent if successful. A date of 24 March has now been set for work to begin.
It will last up to three days and a road closure and traffic diversion order will be in force. It appears the full width of the
road will be reprofiled and resurfaced. This is good news for drivers and cyclists as well as pedestrians.

Following a formal public consultation by the highway authority, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) last spring, the
existing two-hour parking spaces will be suspended to make way for the trial pedestrian lane.

New time-limited parking spaces will be created nearby, in Croft Road and Manor Road. Free parking will still be
available on single yellow lines during the hours shown on adjacent road signs. When resurfacing work is completed,
anyone may continue to park free for one hour in the Wheel Orchard car park and users of the Community Centre will still
have access to its private car park, but only while they are present.

The OCC consultation followed two rounds of informal consultation, the first by MIGGS and the second by Goring-on-
Thames Parish Council. MIGGS made a substantial contribution to the costs of the second consultation.

Gatehampton Road advisory pedestrian crossing route

A new, advisory pedestrian route across Gatehampton Road is awaiting surface repairs at the entrance to the station car
park. This work will be undertaken by Great Western Railway, at the request of Goring-on-Thames Parish Council and
MIGGS.

The advisory pedestrian route will be marked from the pavement at the station entrance/exit, across the car park
entrance, to and from the least hazardous point for pedestrians to cross Gatehampton Road. A dropped kerb has already
been installed at this point, paid for by the 3
Parish Council. The crossing was requested
by MIGGS, which has promised a substantial
contribution to the Council’s costs.

Streatley Meadow accessible gates
Wheelchair and pushchair accessible gates
are being installed at Streatley Meadow, from
Streatley High Street and Streatley recreation
ground. A third accessible gate will be installed
in the fence line that separates the main
Meadow from the adjoining field. The first
new gate, between the Meadow and the Rec,
was completed in December (see picture).
Completion of the other two is expected this
month.

The improvements are being carried out by
MIGGS with the approval of the trustees of
Streatley Meadow and the support of Streatley
Parish Council.

When completed, the new gates will
facilitate a wheelchair- and pushchair-
accessible (if bumpy!) circular pedestrian route
from Streatley High Street to the Rec and back
to High Street via Church Lane. When footpath
21 is fully open later this year, a longer
pedestrian route will be accessible in normal

(non-flood) conditions, back to The Swan hotel B :
via the Thames Path. New wheelchalr and pushchalr accesszble gate between Streatley Recreation

Work on footpaths 21 is being progressed by =~ Ground and Streatley North Meadow Photo Rhys Hamilton
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West Berkshire Council as and when weather
and nature conservation conditions permit. Footpath 21 will include two small, one-and-a-half metre-wide wooden
footbridges over the watercourses that drain into the nature conservation site located on land alongside the river that is
part of the Swan hotel estate.
John Boler
Chairman, MIGGS (Mobility Issues Group for Goring and Streatley)
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ADVANCED PEST CONTROL Anthony O'Donnell

Restorer Of Fine Furniture
SERVICE D
Established 1970

HOUSEHOLD, GARDEN & FARM PESTS
Rats, mice, moles, rabbits, wasps
and all other insects
DEALT WITH PROMPTLY

Call Lee Carrington

Tel: 01491 835610
Mobile: 07970 010214

Jjackie.brookes@btinternet.com
07748680489

Inspiring People To Have NOT JUST
Greater Adventures TRAVEL

* Expert Advice
» No Call Centre Queues

* More Choice Than Online

« Beach, City, Cruise, Ski and Incredible Journeys

@ alexharding.notjusttravel.com L, 01491733030 or 07500 785254 B4 alex.harding@notjusttravel.com

UPHOLS RY & DESIGN
Our Services include:
- Antique and modern re-upholstery Did you know we also make
- Made to Measure curtains and blinds new furniture and have our
- Interior advisory consultations very own furniture range?
- Spring repairs and restoration For more information please
- New cushion interiors visit our website.
- New Headboards and Ottomans
- Loose covers

Asnew Upholstery Ltd, Unit 17, Nuffield Way, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 1RL

01235 522 770 | info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk | www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk

“OXFORDSHIRES LEADING RE-UPHOLSTERY SPECIALISTS”

THE BENEFITS OF
YOGA INCLUDE:

Improved strength,
balance & mobility

Reduced aches & pains
Anxiety & stress relief

Increased energy

b~ » hello@graceandgravity.studio
or 07778 531469
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Discovering The Living Rainforest

The Living Rainforest in Hampstead Norreys, 15 minutes’ drive from the Gap, is s
home to over 850 plant and animal species from tropical rainforests, including rare ﬁ},% y
and endangered species of global conservation value. Today, the centre welcomes [
around 90,000 visitors a year, including 20,000 children on its popular school l
visits programme. Visitors can experience the sights, sounds and smells of a lush
rainforest environment and explore how plants, animals, human needs, economies
and cultures are all linked.

Some of the most popular exhibits include Luigi, a yellow-knobbed
curassow, and Cinnamon, a two-toed sloth — both of which roam freely
in the largest glasshouse — plus dwarf caiman, Goeldi’s monkeys, pygmy
marmosets and a green iguana. For plant lovers, the orchid, aroid and
bromeliad collections are not to be missed. There is a café to enjoy and for
children there is the ever-popular playground.

We have an award-winning school visits programme at the centre, for
students to see and appreciate the significance of the rainforest species.
School visits are common on weekday mornings during the school term
— these include guided tours and supporting educational resources. Schools
normally leave by 2pm so afternoons tend to be quieter.

An exciting school holiday events programme is scheduled across 2025,
offering free (mostly) learning activities for child visitors. Our annual ticket
entitles visitors to return for free at any time for a year, to see their favourite
species, spot some new ones and maybe try an activity.

Environmental education

The Living
Rainforest is
&8 part of the Trust e SN A

for Sustainable Children meeting Luigi, the yellow-knobbed
Living (TSL),a  currasow

global educational charity dedicated to helping future generations
build a more sustainable future. In addition to running the centre and
providing education, the charity hosts the annual TSL International
Student Competitions, providing a global platform for children

and teachers worldwide to contribute to and debate sustainability
solutions, with a new theme each year. To date, over 15,000 children
and 3,000 teachers have participated from 120 countries.

TSL works to help close the sustainability learning gap which
is hampering both national and international efforts to achieve
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, with over 70% of

teachers in the UK reporting that training is inadequate to teach
kids about the climate and biodiversity crises and what exactly is needed to help transform our world (Teach the Future,
2021). TSL works with partners including the UK Department for Education, West Berkshire Council and universities such
as Reading and Oxford, to help ensure that teachers have proper training.

Our own contribution to sustainable building, the ‘Human Impact Building’, was opened in 2006 and incorporates
sustainable materials, low embodied energy, passive ventilation and passive solar gain. More recently in 2024, a new
biomass boiler was introduced. Looking further ahead, we plan to rebuild The Living Rainforest to become the UK’s first
carbon neutral rainforest facility by 2030.

Winter warmth appeal
For those who are able, please consider supporting The
Living Rainforest at this time of year. Gifts, no matter what
size, have a real impact, and even more so during these cold
winter months. Whilst the Trustees and Management have
taken the important step to freeze ticket prices this season, we
of course can’t allow the rainforest, and its 850+ animal and
plant species within, to freeze. With your kind and generous
support, we can ensure that Cinnamon and Luigi and all their i RN EERE———————
friends will continue to benefit from optimum tropical rainforest conditions every single day.
To donate, learn more and plan a visit, please see https://livingrainforest.org/ Karl Hansen
Executive Director
Trust for Sustainable Living
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Visitors looking at Lobster Claw plants
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alsovereign

now Goring & Streatley’s only LOCAL Printer

5 mins drive from the Village Centre, Free parking,
Free tea & coffee... New Customers always welcome

Copying - Printing - Binding - Laminating - Booklets
Brochures - Leaflets - Orders of Service - Pads - Xmas Cards
Event Support: Banners, Correx Boards, Flyers, Programmes
High Speed Digital Printing - Variable Data - Mail Merging

>Design >Print >Finishing >Fulfilment >Mailing

01491 871555 (Sue | Tony)

alsovereign.co.uk

Heating system
installation and
upgrades

Gas and Qil Boiler
servicing and repairs

All general
plumbing services

AllianceCFM

Commercial and Domestic Plumbing & Heating

Hérry Denison
0118 230 1268

www.alliancecfm.co.uk

THE CONVENIENT WAYTO
PAY YOUR TELEPHONE,

= & GAS, ELECTRICITY BILLS &
PayPoint TV LICENCE

Your local convenience store with a range of products available
* Fruit & Vegetables
+ Baking Essentials
* Frozen and chilled products
+ Selection of soft and alcoholic beverages
* Pet food
+ Toiletries
* Cleaning products
Plus much more ...

Follow our Facebook page Westholmestores aka Jacks for updates,
offers and competitions.

Delivery available; please email jacks.westholmestores@gmail.com
OPEN Mon to Sat 6am to 7.30pm Sun 6am to 1pm

24/26 Wallingford Rd, Goring
Telephone (01491) 872619

THAMES

+ Building Solutions «

¥ Extensions

¥ Alterations

¥ Refurbishment

¥ Patios

¥ Brickwork

V¥ Carpentry

¥ Floor & wall finishes

Tel: 01491 680 389 / 0776 8470 198

The complete
building service

The Morrell Room
A beautiful
wood panelled hall

Seats up to 100 ~ Free WiFi
Excellent kitchen facilities
Ideal for social
and business functions

Church Lane, Streatley
info@morrellroom.org
01491 873855
www.morrellroom.org

chrysaliscare

e.‘i‘.,,*s;-«,»
chrysaliscare

enhancing lives

Care in your own home

Quality care by local, experienced, compassionate carers

BENEFITS

* Assistance with bathing,
dressing, cooking and
Medication etc

*+ One-to-one personalised Care
+ Consistency of Carer

* Stay in your own Home

*+ Peace of mind

WE OFFER

+ Day and night care

* Respite care/**Holiday accommodation
* Emergency care

« Home from hospital rehabilitation

« Competitive and fair rates

« *All inclusive social events for our clients
and family members

We are a family run, independent, experienced, Care Provider. We support
Independent Living for the Elderly and adults with disabilities at home.

We provide quality, person-centered, individual Care.

Inspected and rated

www.chrysaliscareathome.org

CareQuality
Commission

*For daily long-term clients. ** Subject to availability
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Goring-on-Thames Parish Council

The principal points of the Goring-on-Thames Parish Council meeting on Monday 9 December 2024 are summarised below. The draft
minutes are available, see www.goringparishcouncil.gov.uk

Brian McKenzie was unanimously co-opted onto the Council.

Approval was granted for new terms of reference for both the new Places and Assets Working Group and the Communications Working
Group.

Approval was granted to rename Traffic Management Parking and Pedestrian Safety as the Travel and Transport Committee, to reflect a
greater focus on ‘active travel’: walking, wheeling and cycling. This is in line with OCC’s updated approach. For more about this, search for
‘active travel’ at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Approval was granted for upgrading the Playgrounds Working Group to a Committee. There will be a supplier meeting for prospective
contractors at the Bourdillon in January, for the Bourdillon playground redevelopment. Work on the improved Bourdillon playground is
expected to be completed by late summer/early autumn 2025.

Approval was granted for the precept request from the Finance Committee for the amount of £199,586 for 2025-26 to be submitted to
SODC. This year, it was noted that rises in staffing costs and utility bills were significant. For comparison, the precept was £160,085 for
2022-23.

Approval was not granted for laying a hardcore surface on the extended car park at Sheepcot. The council resolved to seek other solutions
for the problems created by the weather conditions

Approval was granted for Goring on Thames in Bloom to use the Rectory Garden without charge to hold its annual plant sale on Saturday 3
May 2025 from 9am-2pm.

Friends of Goring Library were granted permission to take responsibility for the old station plaque and display it appropriately.

Next meeting: Belléme Room, Goring Village Hall 10 February 7.30pm. See www.goringparishcouncil.gov.uk from 6 February for the
agenda.

Streatley Parish Council — 09/12/24

The principal points of the above Parish Council meeting are summarised below. The official minutes can be seen at www.streatley.org or
by contacting the Clerk at clerk@streatley.org

Planning applications

» 24/02561/FUL — Townsend Farm Bungalow Wallingford Road Streatley Reading RG8 9JX. Demolition of a terraced bungalow and a new
two storey terraced house in the same location as the demolished house.

» 24/02543/HOUSE - 3 Stable Cottages, Wallingford Road, Streatley, Reading RG8 9JX. Three storey extension and front entrance porch
alterations.

» 24/02564/FUL — Former Stables and Garage Adjacent 1-3 Stable Cottages, Wallingford Road, Streatley, Reading. Demolition of the
existing stable and garage, and erection of a new single-storey 2-bedroom dwelling at The Stables at 3 Stable Cottages.

* 24/02380/HOUSE — White Hart House, 4 White Hart Yard, High Street, Streatley, Reading RG8 9JE. Proposed cart shed.

Decisions by WBC

* 24/01867/HOUSE - Thurle Beeches, Rectory Road, Streatley, Reading RG8 9QH. A series of minor internal and external alterations,
including re-fenestration, bay window side extension, demolition of existing garden room and conservatory with replacement of
conservatory and construction of electric gates at entrance to the drive. Approved 21/11/24

24/02024/HOUSE - Cleeve Court Cottage, Streatley, Reading RG8 9PR. Two storey side extension and internal alterations. Withdrawn
29/11/24

24/01689/0OUT - Old Streatley Chalk Pit, Wantage Road, Streatley, Reading. Outline Application for construction of a self-build residential
unit with associated infrastructure (resubmission of 23/02407/0OUT). Refused 5/12/24

Next meeting
The next Council meeting will take place in the Morrell Room on Monday 10 February 2025 at 7.50pm. See www.streatley.org from 3
February for the agenda.

Santa’s visit to Goring

During December, Pangbourne Rotary’s Santa raised over £8,000 for
good causes. Despite the cost-of-living crisis this princely sum was
donated by the public to Santa during 12 street tours and in four static
locations. The grand finale at Tilehurst Triangle with carol singing from
the Churches of Tilehurst, mince pies and mulled wine, attracted over
500 people.

A Rotary spokesman said: ‘Over £8,000 and even more happy faces is
a fantastic result. Our two tours of Goring, organised by The Hub by Q1
Foundation, raised over £1,000.

‘We would like to thank the public for their amazing generosity
and all the volunteers who make this happen. Like many voluntary
organisations we struggle to have enough helpers to maintain our fund-
raising events, which enable us to donate over £25,000 to deserving
causes each year. So, if you are interested in helping us, having fun and
doing good why not consider joining Pangbourne Rotary?’

Contacts: membership@pangbournerotary.org.uk www.facebook.com/rotaryclubofpangbourne/

www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=1669 Brian Davies
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Interior Design | Soft Furnishings | Gifts

- Extensive Fabric Library - Paints

- Wallpapers - Lighting

- Full Design Service - Upholstery
==, 1 High Street, Goring-on-Thames Sonning Common Call Amy
L)_«' Oxon RG8 9AT KidmoreEndwar ~ Caversham 07826109207

Memorial Hall Milestone Centre
-~ 01491 872@77 TUESDAY RG4 6PF
? hello@marysinteriors.co.uk 08:00 or 09:30 TUESDAY D
. . - 16:00 or 17:30 Suming

:';1 www.marysmterlors.co.uk veal food, real support, real results 1;:00 = et

Computer Problems?

PC misbehaving? Home & Garden Mamtenance QT
| . terar o Netware s Duncan Crook
a.lt ciagnesss. Mairenarce & Upgrades. Networ<rg
Data Hecovery. Virls Clean ng. Breachand 01491 873643
Telzpacne Caklng & Cxlersions. TV, Mosiles

Website Desgn Davelo 7. Aand L mare 07719 461441

ITame

Landscaping
Driveways
Fencing
Patios <
Maintenance

FARM ROAD, GORING ON THAMES, OXFORDSHIRE RGS 0AD

“...understanding A.B.
and sympathetic WA\L]<ER

and smoothly

helped us through

all the decisions to Local, independent, family-run
Belmado, This made funeral director supporting

4 ; Goring and Streatle
the whole experience g 5

¥ easy and reduced
our anxieties.”

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road,
Henley-on-Thames RG9 1EA
excetont EIEAEIEAET H mrustpiiot 01491413434 | www.abwalker.co.uk

(5]

= Boathouse www.boathousedental.co.uk Tel: 01491 872394
Dental Surgery

Show off your smile “mezans- £

with straighter teeth! A b*

Enhance your appearance, ask us about Invisalign® clear braces. B ) 4

'.'i ""\

High Street, Goring on Thames, Oxfordshire RG8 9AB Email reception@boathousedental.co.uk Call 01491 872394 to book a consultation
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SPORT Jonny Russell 07825 552009 ggnsports@gmail.com I
Goring 10k — insights from the Finish Director

Race entries for The Goring 10k (9 March 2025) are now open and the volunteer
committee are in full swing organising Goring Primary’s biggest fundraiser.

With this in mind, Race Director Elkie Mace interviewed Simon Procter (pictured), |
Finish Director and committee member on his experience of the race over the last decade.

How did you first get involved?

Our son was starting his second year at Goring Primary in 2018 and I wanted to get
involved in supporting the school. I also enjoy running and had run the Goring 10k a few
times before we moved to the village. The race is the school’s biggest annual fund raiser,
so it was a great event to get involved with.

What is your role?
I am the race ‘Finish Director’, which sounds very grand, but just means that I'm
responsible for setting up and managing the race finish on Bourdillon Field. This involves Szmon Procter
an early start on race day with a great team of volunteers who
help to put up marquees and fencing, set up tables, the PA
system and the water station. It also involves liaising with HSS
Sports and Trail Med who provide our race timing and first aid
support. Then after the race it’s time to get everything packed
away before a well-earned trip to the pub!

What do you love about the event?

The best part of my role is that I have a front row seat to see

all of our amazing runners crossing the finish line! And it’s
always great to see the excitement of the school kids who hand
out medals at the end. What I really love is how the whole
community pulls together to organise the event from all of our
volunteers on race day, to our many generous local sponsors, as
well as the hard work of all the committee members.

What have been the highs and lows of the event? Runners enjoying 2024 Goring 10k

The biggest low was when the race was cancelled due to snow Photo: Simon Booker — Stokerpix.com
in 2018. It was so disappointing that the event couldn’t go

ahead, but safety is always the first priority. It was also the year when I volunteered to join the committee and meant I
didn’t get to shadow my role on race day. Even though the race was cancelled a silver lining was the generosity of the
many runners and sponsors who let us keep their entry fees and donations. Without doubt the biggest high for me each
year is when we find out how much money has been raised for the school.

Any comedy moments from the race in the last decade?

In recent years we’ve moved to sustainable medals, so our race is more environmentally friendly. The medals are made
from eco-board and hessian twine, which we hand thread in order to keep costs down so as many profits go to the school
as possible. Twining 800 medals is rather time consuming though so we thought up ‘Wine and Twine’ an evening a few
weeks before the event when many hands get together to help.

What advice would you give to new volunteers?

Firstly, well done for getting involved — the race wouldn’t happen without volunteers like you! The other committee

members are all fantastic and have lots of experience so if you’re not sure about something there are lots of people to ask!
Please get involved in the race either as a runner, enter here www.goring10k.com or by volunteering. To get involved as

part of the committee or helping out on the day, please get in touch with elkiemace@gmail.com Elkie Mace

Sport in the Gap — your local clubs in 2025 - part 1

The New Year is here and many of us will be thinking about getting more active, opportunities to increase our social
network or to rekindle an interest in a past sport. So I am asking each of our local sports clubs some quickfire questions
so that you can learn more about them and what is on offer. This is part 1 — if any club would like to feature in part 2 in
February, please get in touch!

Goring Tennis Club

What was your club highlight in 2024? Getting people connected and out on court in all weathers and expanding
what we offer to include sessions for all abilities and fitness objectives, such as: Walking Tennis (Weds 2-3pm), Cardio
Tennis (Mon/Weds 9-9.50am) and Junior Social Play sessions.

January 2025 35



Cosmetic & Laser Skin Clinic

* laser hair removal
» facial & leg veins
 wrinkles / crows feet
¢ lip enhancement

* microdermabrasion
* skin tightening
 brown spots

* skin peels » acne

» mole, cyst, skin tag
 excessive sweating
» tattoo removal

Dr N. Munnelly C Q ily Briish Association of
Medic IDrecI | CosmeticDactors

CHILTERNmedzml c/zmc 1 Thames Court . ngh Street . Goring . RG8 9AQ

MOTORS

Servicing Diagnostics

EEE LY EEK KR

MOT’s A/C Re-gas
Rem;*irs (R134A &
e R1234YF)

T & Kk k¥
yresf FREE safety
tracking

check over
Exhaust

systems
¥ .... And much

Welding more!

1491 652911

UNIT 3 WESTFIELDO FARM, WESTFIELD RORDO,
CHOLSEY, OX11 SLS

HEA TN 6 A Boilers Installed/
‘ Serviced/Repaired
m W @ A Landlord Certificates
A Power Flushing
L] P ) All Plumbing Work
EN g N' FERD Undertaken

07818425018

contact@kwc-heating.co.uk
www.kwc-heating.co.uk
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v v/
THE RATORY
O i |

FOCUS

“We chose The Oratory because
it is a small, nurturing school
where the individual

really matters.” OPEN MORNING
Oratory Parent SATURDAY 1 MARCH
BOOK YOUR PLACE

Be you.
Become more.

INDEPENDENT BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS & BOYS AGED 11-18

I)I'Ell()l'_\'.(_'().ll]\'

Tree surgery
Landscaping
Grounds Maintenance

‘.,'l"‘...-

Qualified, insured,
experienced arborists
For !770!;6’ dez‘ér’/s com‘acr‘“us on:
eephone 0808 155 5815
bile 07778 811136

nail mharvey31@gmail.com
o www.arbocare.co.uk
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SPORT continued |

Why should newcomers get involved in 2025? As well as getting fit in the fresh air with a great bunch of fun and
friendly GTC members, the club is planning to make improvements to the clubhouse and courts with further investment
this year. Come along to our Open Day scheduled for 27 April to find out more about the club, coaching and our plans for
2025.

Where do I find information on giving it a try / joining your club? First stop would be the website
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/GoringTennisClub where you’ll find all the information you need. Alternatively, why not pop
down to one of the club social play sessions and speak to some current members? Don’t forget your racket as you would

be welcome to join in; non-members can attend up to three sessions free of charge. Open sessions, for all standards, run
on Tues and Thurs mornings 8.30-11.30am, Tues eve 6pm-9.30pm and Sun mornings 10am-12noon. If you are thinking of
coming down, please let us know by emailing: membership.sec@goring-tennis.co.uk

An interesting fact about your club / sport? You don’t have to compete at Wimbledon to feel the benefits of playing
tennis. It is, of course, a great full body workout, building stamina, strengthening bones and improving balance, agility and
reaction times. But did you know how good it is for your mental health? The combination of physical exertion and social
interaction is a great way to reduce stress levels and get those endorphins flowing. In addition, tennis helps to sharpen the
mind and improve mental agility both on and off court Jessica Spearing

Goring Thames Sailing Club

Club highlight in 2024? Our late summer Regatta where parents, children and solo sailors competed in fun events
throughout the day, with a fabulous BBQ, open bar and homemade cakes...all contributing to a fun, friendly, albeit
competitive, day.

Why get involved? Water based activities are supportive of all ages and abilities and the club offers formal and informal
training courses and supervision in a beautiful setting along the river Thames. With a packed calendar for 2025, including
holiday clubs for our younger members, GTSC is a friendly club, offering a unique on-the-water experience, whether it be
sailing, kayaking, SUPs or socialising with others enjoying natural surroundings and a well-equipped club house.

Where do I find more information? The GTSC web site www.goringthamessc.com contains information about the
club, how to become a member and the upcoming events. Our Open Day, which will be held on Saturday 26 April, provides
an opportunity to come down and get onto the water (more details in future editions of GGN). Alternatively, drop into the
club on a Sunday afternoon once racing starts from 2 March onwards.

An interesting fact? GTSC has a fleet of 43 club craft which are available free of charge for members to use: 27 sailing
dinghies, eight kayaks and eight SUPs. Jill Marsden & Debbie Hedley

Goring Table Tennis Club

Club highlight? The club highlight in 2024 was our annual luncheon at The Highwayman in January 2024. This year’s
annual luncheon will take place in February at the same venue.

Why get involved? We are always keen to introduce new members to the club (four joined us in 2024) although the
majority of our members have been playing since the new club was set up after lockdown in May 2021. We play every
Tuesday (1.30-3.30pm) and Friday (3-5pm) at Storton Lodge in Goring.

Where do I find more information? If you are interested in playing, please contact Colin at colinlreeves@aol.com
An interesting fact? We have 25 members (15 male and 10 female), most of whom are retired with a range of abilities
although our standard of play is improving, helped by occasional sessions with a coaching professional. On average, we
have eight members attending every session and we play both singles and doubles. After every game we switch opponents
to ensure that everyone plays with and against everyone else at the session. Colin Reeves

Goring Gap Boat Club

Club highlight in 2024? Head of the Dart was amazing — Goring Gap Boat Club (GGBC) organised a race at the Totnes
RC and although it had to be shortened because of river conditions, we were warmly welcomed at their club. Dinners were
planned for us and even a bracing walk along the river, lots of chats and fun!

Why get involved? GGBC welcomes rowers of all abilities, there is an engaging ‘Learn to Row’ course with lots of willing
volunteers. Plenty of friendly races to attend throughout the year and well-run land training exercises at least twice a
week. The atmosphere at the club is incredibly friendly and everyone is encouraged to get involved as much as they want
to.

Where do I find more information? All the information about joining can be found on the club website at
https://goringgapbc.org.uk

An interesting fact? The club house, which is an impressive building, was built by the members who all volunteer their
time to help out around the club. It is an amazing achievement and a testament to the camaraderie and community spirit
of the club.

Debra Hutchings and Georgina Landrey
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THE WINDOW CLEANER
Windows, frames, sills, doors, conservatories
Gutter vac cleaning system. All year service.

For a free quote, call Mike on 07967 004426
or thewindowwcleanerl@gmail.com

H & Sons Window Cleaners
Cleaners to Wimbledon Lawn Tennis

Terry Mobile: 07985 569392
Home: 0118 376 9754
Email: terry.hmwindows@yahoo.co.uk

HELP WITH MATHS &
ENGLISH FOR AGES 6-12

At your home or via Zoom
malpurdie@gmail.com
Tel. 07815 731327

. HandyMan
Need someone to do
those little jobs in the House & Garden?
Shelves — Curtain Rails put up
Dripping Taps — Broken gates fixed
No Job Too Small

Call Barry 07989 384 065

OVEN CLEANING

Professional valeting service
Removes grease & most burn-on carbon
deposits
OVENU Reading
0118 967 2897

#peacock

carpet cleaning

Professional, family run carpet
& upholstery cleaning service
Call David on 07887 565009
Info@peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk
www.peacockcarpetcleaning.co.uk

CLINIC OF CHINESE
ACUPUNCTURE

MRS. SICYTA HART

MCAAIHK. 1984) MBACC MRCHM Karro |

In Private Practice
in Wallingford Community Hospital
and Goring-on-Thames
Please telephone 01491 873972
for enquiries and appointments

POPPY ROSE BEAUTY

Exprtonced fusify Hoes P

GELS | BIABS - MANI/PEDI
LYCON 7/ STRIP WAXING
IASH LIFTS | BROW LAMINATIONS | TINTING

NEW TO BLOUNTS COURT FARM. SONNING
COMMON RG49PA
PL)PPYKOSLELI\U IYGHOUTLOOK.COM
07464934430

STEPHEN NAPPER

¢ Building & » Groundwork
Landscaping
s Brickwork * Foncing

Tel: 01491 671178 or 07887 881943

ROGER & PRATLEY
CARPENTER/BUILDER

A aspects of sl ldmg worle cored ol
Trhmee Palted cnpleaands” Glazny
Enckworle Tiramaze, rc

Rloli 07798 823443 Tel 41491 73049

TEL: 01491 682437 MOB. 07966509908.
PUBLC LIABILITY, OWN CAR, TRAINED, DBS,
EXPERIENCED, DEMENTIA, PALLIATIVE.

Q Elite Hea_tm_g

Boiler Installations, Servicing & Repairs

01235608400 | www.eliteheatingengineers.com

DMD Window Cleaning
Est. in Goring since 2004

For windows, conservatories, gutters and
fascias, please call Darren on 07971 929025
DMDwindowcleaning@gmail.com

Showroom at:
& 45 Prospect Street
Caversham RG4 8B

Magic)ms
0118 9463060

Chimney Sweeping, Sales & Installation
Woodburners, Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires

Fireplace 492,

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

All PLASTERING WORK UNDERTAKEN
Including reskimming walls and covering
Artex ceilings. Free quotations with public
liability insurance.

Phone Steve on 07967 506522

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICES

20% OFF all jobs in January
INDOOR/OUTDOOR PUBLIC LIABILITY

CALLJAMES ON 07961 882281

Lovely & hardworking cleaners available

- High Cleaning Standards

- Good quality products & equipment provided

- Local references available. - Affordable rates

- Ironing & Carpet cleaning service available
Contact Kristina on 07593 627139

Caroline Manley
Made to measure curtains, Roman
Blinds, cushion covers, etc.
01189 542448 07815 610007
Caroline.manleyl@googlemail.com

anytime.

L__hospitals. 01491 873565.
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MEDICAL INFORMATION

* Doctor—to contact a doctor between 8am and 6.30pm ring 01491 680686, which is the telephone number for both Goring
and Woodcote surgeries. When the surgery is not open, at night and at weekends (i.e. 6.30pm-8am Monday to Friday and
throughout the weekend and Bank Holidays) 111.
This number is also available on the surgery answerphone. You may be asked to attend Abingdon Hospital, or Townlands
Hospital in Henley. For the most up-to-date information see www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk

* Nearest Casualty Department: Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading 0118 322 7020

* Nearest First Aid Units: Townland Hospital, Henley 01865 903755, or Abingdon Community Hospital 01865 903476

* NHS Direct is available for medical advice 24 hours a day, on 111. Your local pharmacy can also offer you a range of services,
including advice and medicines to relieve symptoms of minor ailments.
* Emergency Dentist — Weekdays 6.30pm-10pm, Weekends and Bank Holidays 9am-9pm. 0845 345 8995

* Goring medical equipment — Equipment including, wheelchairs, toilet aids, mobility aids and more. 01491 872736 or 874333

* Transport Office — Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (10am - 12noon) to arrange transport to local surgeries, dentists and
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

ST MARY’S CONCERT — SPANISH FANTASIA

Sunday 26 January, 4pm St Mary’s Church.

Gary Jordan (classical guitar) and Seth Williams (piano), the
Accorda Duo, will be giving a concert Spanish Fantasia.

The programme will include Joaquin Rodrigo’s Fantasia para
Gentlehombre and works by Tedesco and Marchelle.

Gary Jordan: Gary initially studied classical guitar with Gerald
Garcia, Ray Burley and Fiona Harrison. He has since been
fortunate to play in masterclasses for other inspirational
guitarists including John Mills, Craig Ogden and David Russell.
Gary was chairman of the Berkshire Guitar Society, based in
SouthHill Park, for many years and now runs the Earley Guitar
Ensemble which performs regularly in the Reading area.
Gary’s commitment to the guitar led him to leave a career in
engineering in 2014 to concentrate on teaching and performing
in the Reading area.

Seth Williams: As a postgraduate student at the Royal
Academy of Music, Seth studied piano accompaniment with
Malcolm Martineau, Clifford Benson and Michael Dussek.
Subsequently, Seth worked in music outreach including for
English National Opera, the New London Orchestra and
Streetwise Opera. These days, Seth combines his time working
in the City with a passion for music, and serving as a trustee of
Berkshire Music Trust.

Tickets £10 full and £9 concessions on the door only. We will it
everyone in. Enquiries by text to 07762 339853.

COFFEE, CAKE, AND COMMUNITY

Saturday 8 February, 10am-12pm Belléme Room, Goring
Village Hall

Join us for a community fundraiser in aid of Macmillan
Cancer Support. This wonderful charity provides practical,
emotional, and financial assistance to those living with cancer,
empowering them to navigate their journey with dignity and
care.

Let’s share a cup of coffee (or tea!) and a slice of cake while
raising much-needed funds for a cause close to so many
hearts. The space will feature a reflection area for anyone who

may like to write down a special story, memory or message

for a loved one. For families — we’ll have a game or two for

the kids. And if you’re unable to attend in person, you can still
make a difference by donating to Macmillan Cancer Support:
www.macmillan.org.uk Contributions of cakes, refreshments,
or help on the day are also warmly welcomed.

For more details or to get involved, please contact Katie Barrett:
katie.elizabeth.barrett@gmail.com.

Thank you for supporting this community fundraiser.

Further afield

BENSON GARDENING CLUB

Thursday 6 February. 7.15 for 7.45pm start, Benson Parish Hall.
Dr Stephen Head will speak on Garden Ponds for Wildlife. Dr
Stephen Head is a zoologist and ecologist who had a lecturing
career before, amongst other things, helping to run the Wildlife
Gardening Forum. He has also made radio and television
appearances to promote wildlife gardening. (£2 for members,
£5 for visitors — just turn up on the door, no need to book).
Further information about this thriving club can be found on our
website www.bensongardeningclub.weebly.com or please feel
free to email bensongardeningclub@gmail.com

WALLINGFORD AND DISTRICT ART CLUB

Tuesday 18 February. 7.30pm. Join our friendly Wallingford
and District Art Club at Centre 70 (off Goldsmiths Lane in
Wallingford) for our AGM, where committee members will
outline achievements in 2024 and plans for 2025. Following the
AGM, professional artist, Julia Sorrell, will talk about her artistic
life and her recent works. Her versatility is such that she can
be developing an imaginative ‘dreamscape’ painting, move
onto a straight drawing of plants, then follow that with a highly
observed portrait in oil. Meetings are free for club members
and £5 for visitors. If you would like further information about
this event or other club activities, please visit the club website
at www.wallingfordartclub.org.uk or email
admin@wallingfordartclub.org.uk

The Garden Design Company wins again at BALI 2024

At the end of 2024, after much anticipation, Rob Jones and
the team of The Garden Design Company Ltd were elated to
discover that they had won yet another National Award from
the British Association of Landscape Industries after much
success in 2023.

The winning project was a design for a stunning manor
house by in-house designer Sophie Green, whilst the award
was in recognition of ‘exemplary levels of professionalism,
workmanship and client satisfaction that bring credit to the
landscape industry’.

Members of the team and some key suppliers were thrilled
to be invited to the awards ceremony at The Grosvenor Hotel
in London on the 6 December. Company director Rob said ‘It
was fabulous to see images of our winning project on the big
screen in front of over 1000 people. Having won three awards
in 2023 and another last year, it’s small wonder that we have
work booked well into 2025, but crucially, these awards
are helping us attract, recruit and retain the very best staff,
ensuring nothing but the highest quality of workmanship for
our clients’.

January 2025

Designers Sophie Green and Hannah Smith with the award
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priority.windows Il ...

Doors, Conservatories, Garage Doors, Porches, Fascias, Soffits and Guttering.
Also repairs including replacement sealed units, locks, hinges and handles.

Over 35 years of experience
Wayne Prior

m Tel: 01491 871381, Mob: 07720 716055
www.prioritywindows.co.uk

w:umw‘:imgxg?umons E-ma ll: wayne@prioritywindows.co.uk

BARBARA’S ANTIQUES
& BRIC-A-BRAC SHOP

Established for 45 years
The ideal place to come for that quirky gift.
House clearances our speciality

We also buy all kinds of quality items
including small furniture, bric-a-brac and jewellery.
Downsizing, moving or simply wishing to declutter?
Tel: 01491 873032

Open Mon-Sat 11am-4.30pm
Wheel Orchard Car Park, Goring RG8 9GB

See us on Facebook and Instagram

1!es

Are for bathrooms, kitchens, floors, walls, halls...
...any room in your home.

Come and visit our inspirational showrooms or shop online at www.reedharris.co.uk

The Tile SDECIahSt

Reed Harris

Trau

GREENLANDS FARM, MOULSFORD
RURAL BUSINESS CENTRE

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL & STORAGE UNITS
VARYING SIZES TO SUIT

3ph SUPPLY, BROADBAND

| OFFICES— 3 x 600sq ft, can be put together |

ALLWITH 24 HOUR ACCESS & COMPETETIVE RATES
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

PHONE JOHN.BEACROFT 07730046514

Open for coffee, cakes, lunches
& meals to take away
Catering menu for parties and
business events
Picnic Hampers available to order
Birch Bakery Bread Wednesday to
Saturday
Fresh Flowers Thursday to Saturday
Doughnut selection every Saturday
Open Monday to Saturday 9am - 4pm -
www.goringgrocer.couk 1:01491875609
e : hello@goringgrocer.co.uk

Goring Gap News
Advertise here!

Place an advertisement with the
Goring Gap News.
Delivered to all houses

in Goring and Streatley
Contact ggnadverts@gmail.com for details
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DIARY

David Slarks ggndiary@gmail.com

Sunday 26 January

Concert at St Mary’s Church 4pm.
Gary Jordan (classical guitar) and Seth
Williams (piano), the Accorda Duo, will
be giving a concert Spanish Fantasia. See
page 39.

Thursday 30 January

Goring Gap U3a 10.30-12noon, GVH.
Speaker: Dr Noel Snell: Medicinal and
Poisonous Plants.

Monday 3 February

* Goring Mobile Post Office 8-11am,
Westholme stores, Wallingford Road.
Open every Monday and Thursday. Note
longer opening time.

* Goring and Streatley Bridge Club
6.45pm, GVH. Duplicate Pairs Cup.
Meeting every Monday.

» Coffee and Chat Drop-in 10.45-
12.30pm, The Hub. All are welcome to
drop in for tea, coffee, biscuits and good
company. Every Monday. Suggested
donation £3.

* Puzzles and Pals 12.30-2.15pm, The
Hub. All are welcome to do jigsaws and
socialise over a cuppa and biscuits. Every
Monday. Suggested donation £3.
Tuesday 4 February

e Carers Support Group 10.45-12.30pm,
The Hub. Peer support, talks and
information for carers of a family member,
friend or client(s).1! Tuesday of the
month. Suggested donation £3.

* Book club GLiB 5-6pm, Library.

See library staff if interested — spaces
available.

Wednesday 5 February

e Art Activities, 12.30-2.30pm The

Hub Come and join our fun art activities
class which includes sketching and
watercolours (materials provided).
Suggested donation £5.

* Goring Gap News Copy deadline for
March events. News and articles of local
interest to goringgapnews@gmail.com

* Author Talk by Chris Russell 6.30

for 7pm,Village Café.Evening with local
author Chris Russell (Lightyears fame)
talking about his new psychological
thriller Pretty Young Thing. Refreshments
available to purchase. Tickets: £8 from
library, Inspiration or online via EventBrite
(search Chris Russell). See page 17.

* Goring Village Green Fingers 7.30pm,
SL. The ever-popular Ray Broughton will
speak on House Plants. The competition
is Winter Wonders. What’s blooming in
your garden today — one of each bloom
on a plate.

e Stay and Play 10-11.15am, Library.
Toddler Group and Rhyme-Time for pre-
school children.

Thursday 6 February

* Goring Mobile Post Office 8-11am,
Westholme stores, Wallingford Rd. Open
every Monday and Thursday.

January 2025

 Storytime 10.30-11am Library. Drop-in.
Every Thursday.

Friday 7 February

» Social Scrabble 10.45-12.30pm, The
Hub. All are welcome to play and socialize
over a cuppa and biscuits. Every Friday.
Suggested donation £3.

* GSWS Wine Tasting 8pm, GVH. To
open our 2025 season of Tastings we are
pleased to welcome back Grape Minds
of Wallingford to share with us a unique
selection of boutique wines. Enquiries to:
gswswine23@gmail.com

Saturday 8 February

» Coffee, cake and community. 10am-
12noon Belleme Room GVH.

All welcome. Raising funds for Macmillan
Cancer Support. See Page 39.

Tuesday 11 February

* Parkinson’s Support Group 10.45
-12.30pm, The Hub. Peer support,

talks, information, coffee and chat for
Parkinson’s sufferers and/or their carer(s).
Suggested donation £3pp/£5 per couple.
Monthly on 2" Tuesday.

* Lego club 4.45 — 5.45pm, Library.
Please book in Library.

Wednesday 12 February

* Genie News Copy Deadline Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

* Cleeve by Goring WI 7.30pm, SL. Julia
Green: Climate Evening. Just come along
on the night or contact Katrina Cooper,
Tel: 01491 875334

* Gap Textile Group 7-10pm, CR.

The Gap Textile Group has an exciting
and varied programme of textile related
activities at the monthly meetings. If you
are interested in joining, please get in
touch. Merete Hawkins, 07747 780158.
Friday 14 February

* Greedies Library Book Group 10am,
Library. See library staff if interested

— spaces available.

* Goring Community Jazz 7.30-10pm
GVH Saxophonist Jan Steele with the
house rhythm section.

Monday 17 February

Goring Gap Local History Soc 2.30pm,
GVH. Marie-Louise Kerr: Oxfordshire

in canvas. Contact Janet Hurst,
goringgaphistory@gmail.com

Tuesday 18 February

* Dementia Support 10.45-12.30pm, The
Hubb. Peer support, talks and information
for dementia sufferers and/or their carers.
Suggested donation £3. Meets monthly
on 3¢ Tuesday.

* Pilates 2-3pm, The Hub. Seated or
standing exercises to improve strength,
balance, flexibility and mobility. Weekly on
Tuesdays. Suggested donation £5.

» Social Scrabble 4.45 - 7pm, Library.
Drop-in and play. All welcome, with
refreshments.

Wednesday 19 February

» Coffee Morning 10.30 — 12noon,

St Andrew’s South Stoke. Every 3
Wednesday of the month.

Thursday 20 February

Pick a Flick 10.30am-2pm, CR.

Their Finest (2017). 1940, London, the
Blitz; with the country’s morale at stake,
Catrin, an untried screenwriter, and a
makeshift cast and crew, work under fire
to make a film to lift the nation’s flagging
spirits and inspire America to join the war.
Pick a Flick is held every 3 Thursday. £5
per event including a light lunch. Please
contact Sarah Fraser on 01491 871838 or
Jenny Boyd on 01491 872109 to book in
and to ask for transport if you require it.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Wednesday 26 February

* Genie News Copy Deadline Genie

is published twice a month. Email us:
news@genienews.org

* Arts Society 11am and 2pm GVH.
Nicholas Merchant: The Hanseatic
League: Its Influence on Art and
Architecture. Visitors are welcome to
attend for a maximum of three times
before joining. £5 including refreshments.
Full details of our activities and
membership details can be found at
www.artssocietygoring.org.uk

See more events on the Events Calendar
at www.genienews.org

The following abbreviations are used:

Belléme Room BR
Canterbury Room CR
Free Church Hall FCH
Goring Community Centre  GCC
Goring Social Club GSC
Goring Village Hall GVH
Morrell Room MR
Storton Lodge SL
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Christmas Eve Procession \

The Committee would like to thank everyone who volunteered their time, | ;J
expertise and services to help our community celebrate Christmas Eve !
together. The sight of the torches lighting up our village streets was a t : £
welcome one and the sounds of carols being sung in Streatley Meadows is
regarded as the start of Christmas for many. N | —

We estimate that the number attending was similar, if slightly lower, =
than last year but the attendees still raised several thousand pounds to N |
be split between local charities; including Goring Primary School PTA,
Streatley Primary School PTA, Streatley Pre-School, Morrell Room, Goring
Hub and the Heart of Streatley Charitable Trust.

We couldn’t have done it without all the volunteers on the evening, and
the local pubs, businesses and organisations that support us in making
the special evening happen for our community. Thank you all!

If you would also like to help in some way to run the event, or have
any comments about the event then please get in touch by emailing the
committee at gstorchlight@gmail.com

Special thanks to: Streatley Parish Council for enabling the event to
happen, Heart of Streatley Charitable Trust for use of Streatley Meadows,
The Morrell Room for their power supply for the band and lights,
Production Power Systems for the loan of power equipment, the 40
marshals who turned out to help make the event safe, our local pubs: The
Catherine Wheel, The Miller of Mansfield, The Bull and The Coppa Club/
Swan at Streatley, Warmingham estate agents, Hazell & Jefferies, Sarah
Brownlee, John Beacroft, Chequers Garage Aston Tirrold, Vicar Wendy
Middleton, all those who contributed bonfire materials, Peter McDonald

Stores, Goring and Streatley Concert Band, the drummer — Charlotte ‘
Binns, the piper — Josh West, West Berkshire Council / South Oxfordshire Josh West, who led the procession
District Council,
Thames Valley
police, Goring fire
crew and the First
Aid volunteers,
everyone who
came back and
helped with the
Boxing Day clear-
up.

Until next
time...

The Committee
(in alphabetical
order): James
Bartlett, Jason
Black, Jo Butler,
Pippa Byrne,
Vanessa Cooke,
Karin Ehrenberg,
Ian Helmschrott-
Bowden, Max
Helmschrott-
Bowden, Peter
Indoe, Chris Jones,
Tonia Sheldon,
Colin Smith,
Jeremy Waite,
Anna Williams,
Ben Williams

& &

Photo: Dougal Thornton
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The Torchlight procession from above

Photo: Dougal Thornton

In the field at Streatley
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